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TO 

LEONARD GILLESPIE, Esq. M.D. RN. 



Mt dear Silt, 

Aware of the deep interest you take iii every 
thing connected with the prosperity of Ireland, I feel 
much pleasure in inscribing to you the present little 
Volume, descriptive of a district of our Island, the 
greater part of which, from all that I have seen, I 
consider to be fully equal in every point of view, to 
the same extent of country in any other division of 
his Migesty's dominions, not only as to its general 
aspect, the numerous natural curiosities and monu- 
ments of antiquity with which it abounds, and the 
richness and variety of its scenery — but, what is of 
still greater importance in the estimate of a benevo- 
lent mind, as regards the appearance, mode of life, 
and manners of its numerous inhabitants. 

That you are not among the number of those who 
are ashamed of the country which gave them birth, 
I have good reason to know — and feeling assured, 
that after having spent the morning and meridian of 
your days, in the service of your king and country. 
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DBDICATtON* 

in foreign climes^ or on " the perilous deep"'— ^low^ 
in the evening of life^ it will afford you pleasure t<| 
linger even in idea amid scenes which^ from being! 
associated with many of the earliest recollections of 
youth and chfldhood^ must still be dear to memory, 
it afibrds me great satisfaction to have an opportuni- 
ty of presenting the little work to your notice^ as a | 
trifling tribute of my respect and esteemi 

And am, my dear Sir, 

Yours very faithfully, 

PHILIP DIXON HARI>T. 

9r, St«pben*8 Ot«eii, K<nth, 
Dnblin, Inly, 1880. 
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TO THE READER. 



NoTWiTHSTANDiNo the many volumes which have 
from tune to time issued from the press> relative to 
Ireland and Irish affairs^ the tourist who may pur« 
pose paying a visit to this 

** Emerald set in the ring of the lea,** 

To wander along the margins of its bold and rocky 
coasts — ^to skirt its mountains— or, aniid its pleasant 
valleys and gently-rismg verdant hills^ to trace the 
outlines^ and visit the islands of its numerous lakes 
and rivers — who> in shorty might feel anxious to be- 
hold in rapid succession the various beauties of the 
country, to examine its natural productions, and, at 
the same tune, to make himself acquunted with the 
habits and manners of its people ; — after all that has 
been written upon the subject, such an individual 
would experience considerable difficulty in procuring 
works calculated to afford the information he might 
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VI TO THE READER. 

require, or which would perform the part of a faith-' 
ful guide in directing his attention to every obje^ct 
worthy of.noticft 

, To obviate this difficulty, at least to a certain ex- 
tent, in so far as the "North and North-western dis- 
tricts of the country were concerned, the present 
Work was luidertaken; and the Author now ventures 
to hope that it will be found fully to answer the pur- 
poses for which it was designed — that it will prove a 
useful, instructive, and amusing guide to strangers 
visiting the country, as well as a source of informal 
tion and pleasure to many individuals resident in it ; 
containing, as it does, a faithful description of all 
that is remarkable or attractive along the entire line 
of coast, and in the various districts to which refer- 
ence has been made — so far at least as the most dili- 
gent researcli, attentire observation, and an early 
acquaintance with the localities of the greater pro- 
portion of the scenery which he hasf attempted to de- 
scribe, were conducive to the contemplated end. — 
And he may here be permitted to observe, that, 
bound down in his descriptions, as he necessarily 
was, to mere matters of fact — without being able, 
even for a moment, to stretch the wing of fancy^ or 
to give way to the suggesti<Mis of imaginatron'-^he 
found that it wa& one of no ordinary labour ; that to 
exhibit to view a faithful portraiture of what at pre-* 
sent exists and is actually to be seen, a» weU as tor 
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TO THB REAPER. Vll 

give an accurate outline of the historic' events con- 
nected with the several districts through which he 
passed^ and^ at the same time^ to furnish a tolerably 
just idea of the characteristic peculiarities by which 
the people arie variously distinguished^ was a task 
much niore difficult to accomplish than at the outset 
he had any conception of. . . . 

Although^ in his descriptions^ anxiously intent on 
adhering scrupulously to facts^ and never in any case 
allowing his ideas to wander beyond the precincts of 
verisimilitude^ in order to give a greater degree of 
interest to the work, the Author has occasionally 
availed himself of opportunities for introducing some 
of the legends of the peasantry relative to places and 
circumstances calculated to attract the attention of 
the tourist. It must be evident to all, that it would 
be morally impossible for any individual, however 
talented,' to present as just. a description of every 
particular division of country in such an extended 
line as that which has been taken, as might be givei\ 
by men resident in and well acquainted with each 
district ;* — and, feeling such to be the case, the Au-- 

* An aocurate map of Ireland, upon a scale safficieatly 
larye, at omce to ftescribe the qnaUty and point out the va- 
rioua baundariea of eatatea and other properties, has long 
been considered a desideratum. For six years past govern* 
meat have had from 500 to 600 persons employed in niakiog 
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VIU TO THE BBADBR. 

thor^ wbile he sought, in every instvice where it was 
pracUcable> to groimd his representations on perso- 
nal observation^ has nevertheless occasionally arafl^d 
himself of the communications of some kind friends, 
and of the rei^arks of onie or two intelligent writers 
in the ''Statbtical Surrey," as well as of othears 
in periodical publications, which he is sorry to say 
are no longer in existence; — in doing so, however^ 
he invariably satisfied himself that such statements 
were borne out by the circumstances of the place, 
and duly acknowledged the source to which he was 
indebted. And while upon this point, he trusts it 
will not be deemed irrelevant to direct the attention 
of the literary and respectable portion of the Irish 
public, to the unquestionable benefit and utility of 
supporting well-conducted magaasines, and such like 
periodicals, in various parts of the country — as be- 
jng at once useful and valuable depositaries of the 
sentiments and opinions of intelligent men upon sub- 
out an accanite survey of the country. They have been 
chiefly engaged in the northern districts, and have ao far 
advanced in the work, that nearly the entire of that divi- 
sion of the country, together with some small portions of 
the other provinces, have been completed, and are now 
actnally engraved. In this map, or rather series of maps, 
the aereable contents, as well as the geoloi^ical properties, 
of each townland, are very distinctly noted. 
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TO THB READER. IX 

jects of general interest — and, more especially, as 
enabling those who reside where monuments of anti- 
quity, natural curiosities, or other matters deserving 
of attention, are to be seen, to draw them from ob- 
scurity, and by thus giving an additional interest to 
the country, present further inducements to strangers 
who may feel anxious to visit it. 

In the course of the work considerable difficulty 
was experienced in the frequent recurrence of scene- 
ry exactly similar to that which had been previously 
sketched, and which, as new terms could not be in- 
vented, has, in the course of description, &c. occa- 
sionally involved something like repetition — ^notwith- 
standing an endeavour to vary the mode of expres- 
sion to the full extent that truth of delineation would 
permit The Author feels it necessary thus far to 
explain, and perhaps apologise for the recurrence of 
one or two synonymous expressions in several places 
throughout the volume. 

Should it, after all, be found that, in any particu- 
lar district, any thing has escaped notice, which might 
be deemed worthy of observation, the Author will 
feel obliged by such communication as may be calcu- 
lated to direct his attention to the omission, which 
shall be carefully attended to in a future edition. 

In conclusion, he has only to observe, that the 
Publishers have spared neither labour nor expense ta 

a2 
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X TO THE READER. 

render the work creditable to the country and ta the 
Irish press ; and they now submit it with confi- 
dente to the patronage and support of all who may 
feel interested in the welfare of their native land^ as 
well as to those for who^ benefit i( w^ more parti-' 
ci^larly undertaken. 
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NORTHERN TOURIST. 



' INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS. 

*' 

V ^' And sure it is yet a most beautiful and sweet 

, ^country as any is under heaven^ beins stored 

throughout with many goodly rivers^ replenished 

i with all sorts of fish abundantly, sprinkled with 

many sweet islands and goodly lakes^ like little 

' inland seas^ that will carry even ships upon their 

j: waters ; adorned with goodly woods even fit for 

building houses and ships^ so commodiously^ as that 

if some princes in the world had them^ they would 

1 soon hope to be lords of all the seas, and ere lone 

of all the world ; also full of very good ports and 

havens opening upon England, inviting us to come 

unto them to see what excellent commodities that 

country can afford ; besides the soyle it selfe most 

fertile, fit to yield all kind of fruit that shall be 

committed thereunto. And, lastly, the heavens 

most milde and temperate, though somewhat more 

moist than the parts toward the west."* 

* Spencer's View of Ireland, p. S9. 
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^ INTROllUCTORY OBSEBVATIONS. 

Such is the description given of Ireland by a 
writer who certainly cannot be accused of much 
partiality towards its inhabitants. Indeed the ac- 
counts given of our island by almost every early 
author who has mentioned it, as well as by many 
recent travellers, do not argue much in favour of 
the taste displayed by our absentees, who, as we 
have had elsewhere occasion to observe,* flit about 
from scene to scene — some spending their summer 
at an English watering-place, where they are 
fleeced without mercy, and laughed at without 
measure— others in Paris, or on some part of the 
Continent, where the exchange is, in every sense 
of the word, against them-*-leaving to poverty and 
neglect the country which gave them birth, and 
from whence they derive their whole support. 

In no other country, perhaps, is there a more 
pleasing variety of surface, than that which Ire- 
land presents to the eye of the traveller — Chills and 
dales, rivers and lakes, sterile bogs and wooded 
mountains, fertile plains and barren rocks, succeed 
each other in rapid succession — giving to the entire 
scenery a beauty and diversity, which is rarely met 
with elsewhere. With few exceptions, the hills 
are of easy ascent — ^the mountains in general form- 
ing detached groups, or short lines — and there be- 
ing few extensive levels or dead flats in any part 
of the kingdom, especially in that portion of it to 
which we wish at present to direct the attention 
of the tourist. All along the coast, which is every 
where finely indented with bays and harbours, the 

* '( Esiajrs, and Sk«tfibes of IrMi LUe and Character." 
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CLIMATS. d 

country is much more mountainous than in the in- 
terior. The highest mountain^ lyii^ in the route 
to the Causeway, is Slieve Donard, in the county 
of Down, which rises 2,809 feet above the level 
of the sea. 

In almost every direction throughout Ireland 
there are numerous lakes and rivers, of great vari- 
ety and extent — some of them possessing extraor- 
dinary beauty and great magnificence of scenery : 
Lough Neagh, Lough SwiUy, Lough Foyle, and 
Lough Erne, are among the number of those which 
court attention in the course of a tour along the 
north and north-western coasts. 

Of the climate of Ireland, it may be sufficient 
to observe, that although, in consequence of the 
exposed situation of the island — being open on 
every side, but that of the east, to the fury of the 
Atlantic — the weather is uncertain, and storms 
are frequent, still it is considered to be in general 
more temperate and mild than that of other coun- 
tries in the same latitude. ^^ Here the wind com- 
monly does half the duty of the sun ; it dries the 
ground, and saves the harvest. It is true the ze- 
phyrs are not always of the mildest description. 
The west and south-west winds prevail most dur- 
ing the winter months; the westerly winds in 
summer and autumn; and the east, north-east, and 
north winds in spring. These latter are much 
dreaded by valetudinarians, as they are considered 
the most insalubrious, bearing with them the cold 
of the northern parts of Europe, and their violence 
being unbroken by any high liEind. But while 
oUier countries in our latitude are frequently pe- 
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4 INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS. 

rished in spring and early summer, by east and 
north winds, caused by the melting of the snows 
on the continent^ or the rarefaction of the air at 
the equator ; this is seldom experienced in Ire- 
land to any considerable degree. The westerly 
and south-west winds are found to be the most 
healthy and agreeable ; and Providence has so or- 
dered it^ that these winds blow, on an average, for 
eight months in the year. The summer is remark- 
ably pleasant — the heat is scarcely ever sultry or 
oppressive, Fahrenheit's thermometer rarely ex- 
ceeding 78, while the west wind, which usually 
prevails, is bracing and elastic. The winter is 
equally mild and open ; frosts being seldom severe, 
or of long duration, and the snow, which generally 
falls in partial showers, seldom lying on the ground 
for more than a day or two."* 

As the city of Dublin, from its many handsome 
buUdings, and various other interesting objects, as 
well as from its central situation, and being the 
metropolis of the Island, must naturally be con- 
sidered a primary point of attraction to the greater 
proportion of those who, for pleasure or recreation, 
visit the shores of the '' Emerald Isle," we shall 
take it for granted that the tourist's attention has 
been first directed to this point, and that, hav- 
ing viewed the various interesting objects there to 
be seen, he is now prepared to proceed towards 
that extraordinary work of nature, the Giant's 

* *« Picture of Dublin, or Stranger's Guide Ihrough the Irish 
Metropolis," by the author of the present publication. 
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THE NOBTHBBN BOAD FBOM DUBLIN. 5 

Causeway^ sitnated at the northeni esttremity of 
the Island ; diverging occasionally to the right or 
left from the Mail-coach line^ in order to view such 
works of nature or of art^ as may be deemed worthy 
of his particular attention ; and having viewed that 
great natural curiosity^ to accompany us in our ram- 
Hes along the coasts of Donegal and Slieo ; and 
from thence again^ in a south-easterly direction^ 
towards the metropolis. 

The Mail-coach road from Dublin to Belfast is 
iLept in excellent condition^ and the post carriages 
.and horses are^ in general^ of the very best de- 
:«cription. 

There are two roads^ nearly direct, from Dublin 
'to Drogheda. The old Mail-coach line^ rather hilly^ 
but presenting many objects well worthy of the 
tourist's attention ; the new line from Finglas un- 
interesting until within a few miles of Drogheda. 
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<?LASN^yiN, THE BOTANIC GARDENS, AND 
FINGLASS. 

-Quitting tfce city by the northern road^ and 
leaving the mBsge of Drumcondra to the right, at 
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6 OLASNBVIN — THB BOTANIC GARDENS. 

about a mile distance is the turnpike, from which 
two roads diverge — ^that to the right leading to 
Olusnevin — the other being the mail-coach fine. 
The vicinity of Glasnevin, about 2^ miles from 
the city, may be truly called classic ground, having 
been onc6 the ftivourite residence of Addison, 
Tickel, Swift, Delany, Sheridan, Steele, and Par- 
nel, ^and about thirty acres of it being, at present, 
occupied as a Botanic garden, enriched with almost 
every known species of flower, tree, plant, and 
vegetable, properly classed, with a variety of cu- 
rious exotics preserved in hot-houses and conserva- 
tories ; among others, the Pine of Norfolk Island, 
which, in its native soil, attains the height of 
between two and three hundred feet.* 

The gardens are open to the public on every 
Tuesday and Friday, from eleven till three o'clock, 
and will amply repay a few hours spent in their 
examination. Acunission may be easily obtained 
on other days, by application to any member of the 
Dublin Society. A little further on is Claremont 
National Institution for the Instruction of the Deaf 
and Dumb— also open to public inspection on Wed- 
nesdavs, between the hours of ten and two o'clock. 
In this institution the progress of the children, in 



* Tbe gardens are laid oat in the following order :— lit, a 
Hortus Linnsensit ; 2d, the cuttle garden ; M» the hay gar- 
den ; 4tb, tbe esculent garden t 5tb, tbe dyer's garden ; 6tb, 
tbe rock plants; 7th, tbe creepers and climbers ; 8th, the bog 
and water plants ; 9tb, tbe marine plants ; 10th, variegations 
of trees, shrubs, and herbs ; I Ub, tbe nursery ; I2tb, a medi* 
ctil ^rden. Lectures are delivered here on Botany and Agci* 
culture. 
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CLABEMONT — ^FINGLAS. 7 

various learnings is well calculated to delight . all 
who examine them. They can execute the lan- 
guage of the fingers with much skilly and surpris- 
ing rapidity ; and many of them have acquirea the 
power of expressing articulate sounds^ in a manner 
perfectly intelligible to the auditors. There are 
several handsome private residences in this neigh- 
bourhood ; that belonging to the Bishop of Klildare 
may be considered as the most worthy of notice. 
The parish church is a small buildings at the west 
end of which is an ancient square tower. 

Within a mile of Glasnevin, to the north-west, is 
the pleasing village of Finglas, through which the 
northern mail coaches pass; it is surrounded on 
all sides with scenes of the mqst interesting descrip- 
tion, and memorable as the spot on which King 
William mustered his forces, after the victory at 
the Boyne— his army then amounting to upwards 
of 30,000 men. An abbey was founded here in 
the early ages of Christianity, on the site of which 
stands the parish church, a substantial plain build- 
ing, and a Roman Catholic chapel. In the vicinity 
of the town is a mineral spring, dedicated to St. 
Patrick. 

About a mile to the left, at a place nained 
Dunsink, is the Observatory belonging to Trinity 
College, Dublin, the situation and circumstances 
of which are considered as preferable to those of 
most foreign countries, the instruments being of 
the very best description, and the horizon uninter- 
rupted in every direction but one, towards the 
county- of Wicklow mountains. 

Eight miles further on, and twelve miles from 
DubHn, is the village of Ashbourne, consisting of 
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8 DUL.KEK. 

a number of small^ well-built^ slated houses^ prin- 
cipally erected within the last few years, oy a 
mail-coach proprietor. There is an old castle here 
in a tolerable state of preservation, and a good inn. 
. About twenty miles from the metropoBs, a lit* 
tie to the left of the maiUcoach line, is the village 
of Duleek ; rather a pleasing object, as the houses 
and plantings in the neighbourhood form an agree- 
able contrast to the barren or uncultivated appear- 
ance of the country through which the traveller 
has had to pass durmg the preceding eighteen or 
twenty miles of his journey. Although this was 
always an inconsiderable village, the first church 
built of stone in Ireland is said to have been erect- 
ed here. In the old castle or ancieiit mansion, 
which stands to the south of the village, it is said 
Kins James slept on the night previous to the 
battle of the Boyne. There is a Koman Catholic 
chapel in the viUage, and a very extensive flour*, 
mill immediately adjoining it. 

From Duleek to within about half a mile of the 
town of Drogheda, the country presents a pleasing 
aspect ; there are several highly-improved de^ 
menses, with handsome gate-houses and lodges— r- 
and the land rather well cultivated. 



Should the traveller pursue the old line, the first 
village he meets with, at about 4^ miles due north 
of Dublin, is Santry . The only objects worthy of ob- 
servation here are the fine mansion called Santry-P 
house, and a spacious demesne, which, however, 
are nearly hid from his view, by an unsightly high 
wall, which runs yound the entire. 
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\tHE RtJINS OP ST. DOULAGH'S CHURCH. 

. About six miles from Dublin towards the sea- 
•Y^oast^ and a little to the right of the old mail-coach 
line^ are the ruins of St. Doulagh's churchy which 
are well worthy the notice of the antiquarian^ as 
being those of one of the most ancient and curious 
structures in this kingdom^ supposed to have been 
erected by the Christian Danes^ in imitation of the 
oriental churches, between the eighth and eleventh 
centuries^ and being likewise^ in many instances^ a 
close imitation of the heathen temples of the Greeks 
and Romans. There are several buildings of a 
similar structure in various parts of the Island. 
They are remarkably small^ seldom exceeding for- 
ty-five feet in length, and twenty in breadth^ fre- 
quently ornamented with columns and pilasters in 
rude imitation of the Doric and Corinthian orders. 
The church of St. Doulagh is, however, compara- 
tively speaking, a rude structure, forty-eight feet 
long by eighteen wide, being altogether destitute 
of a single trace of sculpture or architectural 
decoration. It has a double roof; the inner one 
composed of stone, deeply imbedded in cement, 
and the outer, ascending in the form of a wedge, 
now all rugged and partially disjointed. The inner 
serves as a floor-way or division between the first 
.and second story. It will be remarked that the 
building does not stand due east and west, as 
churches of a later date have in general been erect- 
ed. Over the door-way in the south side is an 
imperfectly formed arch, somewhat in the pointed 
form — an irregularity of construction frequently 

b3 
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10 ST. doulagh's church. 

observable in many of the ancient ruins throughout 
the country. The interior of the building is divided 
in two : — ^the western division being nearly occu- 
pied by a rude^ though formidable kind of monu- 
ment> called the tomb of St. Doulagh^ and which, 
it is supposed, served as an altar — ^the eastern 
forming a place of worship, and divided from the 
other by a narrow, square-headed door-way, so low 
aa not to allow a full-grown person to pass without 
stooping considerably ; but it is conjectured, £rom 
the appearance of an archway now filled up, that 
the building was or^inally undivided in its whole 
length. T^e chapel is lighted by three pointed 
windows, evidently of a much later construction 
than other parts of the building ; and at one end 
of the western wing is a small turret, supposed to 
have been used as a belfry. Towards the centre 
rises a square tower, to which you ascend by a 
stone stairway in the south, two feet wide, and 
of rather a curious construction, by which only one 
half the ordinary space is occupied in ascending to 
BXLj given height. Some time since, this ancient 
building was sadly disfigured by an unsightly spire 
being raised on the tower, as though it were an ex- 
periment to try its strength and firmness. In the 
northern wall are three square cavities> plain and 
unomamented ; and towards the south-east are also 
two plain recesses, which it is conjectured were 
used for the safe keeping of the sacred utensils, 
books, &c. Although there cannot be a doubt that 
the entire building has undergone considerable 
changes during the many ages which have passed 
away since it was at first erected as a place of 
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THE VILLAGE OP SWOBDS. II 

worship^ still there is much remaiiiing to interest 
the learned antiquarian^ and to gratify and please 
the mere passing traveller. Contiguous to the ruin^ 
and enclosed in an octangular buildings is a conse- 
crated Well, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, in 
which were paintings in Fresco of St. Patrick, St. 
Doulagh, and other saints. The waters of this 
well are extremely lucid, and are supposed by the 
peasants to have great virtue in the curing of va- 
rious diseases, ft is called St. Doulagh's Well. 
The water is contained in a circular basin, cut out 
of one large stone ; and it is said that there is a 
subterraneous passage which connects it with the 
chapel, opening into or under the altar, in the 
western division of the building. 



THE VILLAGE OP SWORDS. 

Nine miles from Dublin, on the old line, is the 
village of Swords, consisting principally of one long 
street, or range of mean houses ; a church of modern 
construction, built of cut stone, and having in the 
eastern window a variety of painted glass, rather 
pleasingly arranged, and on the north side, detached 
from the main building, a square tower or steeple 
of rather ancient structure, and lofty proportions. 
Here the traveller will have an opportunity of in- 
specting one of those round towers which, from 
their very great antiquity and the extraordinary 
manner in which they are built, have given rise to 
such various conjectures among the literati and 
learned in antiquities, regarding their supposed 
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BALBBIOOAN. 



uses^ and the date at which they were erected 
This round tower, however, is one of the rudest 
structures of the kind to be met with in the Island. 
It is surmounted by a cross, evidently an appen- 
dage of comparatively recent construction, and is 
somewhat different in several other particulars from 
the generality of those which the traveller will 
meet with during his tour. 



THE MAN OF WAR INN, BALRODERY, AND 
BALBRIGGAN. 

Fifteen miles from the city, on the old mail- 
coach line, is the Man of Wsg* Inn, at which place 
the stage coaches used to change horses ; and in the 
rere of which is a barrack for a troop of horse. One 
and a-half mile from this, in a direct line, and 
within a mile of the sea-coast, is Balrodery, an 
insignificant village, from which one of the baronies 
of the county Dublin derives its namer— the ruin 
of a once beautiful church is the only object at all 
worthy of notice here. Two miles further on is Bal- 
briggan, a small sea-jport town, chiefly inhabited by 
fishermen, but in which there is an excellent pier 
and harbour, where vessels of 200 tons burthen 
can, at all times, take shelter. Indeed this is the 
only place in which vessels can hope for safe anchor- 
age when taken in a storm between the bays of 
Carlingford and Dublin. In 1780, an extensive 
cotton factory was established in this place by 
Bacon and Hamilton, but it has not proved so ad- 
vantageous as was expected. A species of hosiery 
manu&ctured here is at present held in high es- 
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D^OQHEDA. 13 

timation. It w^ on this spot that Willnun IIL 
encamped after his victory at the Boviie. Near 
the town are the ruins of an old castle. A great 
portion of the fish with which the Dublin markets 
are supplied ^ i^ taken here. 

Prom Balbriggan, until within a mile or two 
of Drogheda there is nothing to be seen worthy 
of notice. The tourist will probably be shown a 
house on the left hand side as he journies norths 
wards^ on the top of which the body of one of its 
ancient proprietors is ss^d to have been interred ; 
the surrounding land having been granted to him 
and his heirs^ so long a^ his body should be above 
sround-— this being the specific condition of the 
lease. We know not whether there be any truth 
in the story, but such is the general belief of the 
people in the neighbourhood. 

A short distance from Balbriggan^ on the sea- 
coast^ is the village of Skerries, composed of a 
number of small houses, chiefly inhabited by fisher- 
men. This to many travellers would form an obr 
ject of much curiosity, being one of the most con- 
considerable villages of the kind to be met with in 
the kingdom. The inhabitants are rude and un- 
cultivated, ^d have much in their manners and 
habits of the characteristics peculiar to persons 
engaged in their line of life. 



DROGHEDA. 

Thirty miles from Dublin, and but a short dis- 
tance from the sea-coast, is the fine old town of 
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14 DR06HBDA. 

Drogheda^ which will be found of much greater 
extent than its general appearance^ in passing 
through the leading streets^ would indicate. The 
houses^ with little exception^ are well built, and 
of r^tdar appearance. The view of the town 
from a little mstance is rather pleasing ; but the 
number of mud-walled cabins, with which it is 
surrounded on every side, most of them wearing 
the appearance of wretchedness and misery, and 
which the traveller will meet for a considerable 
distance along the road as he approaches the town, 
must, in the mind of t&e philanthropist or Chris- 
tian, considerably lessen the feelings of pleasure 
which the beautiful scenery around is so well cal- 
culated to afford. 

The town of Drogheda is situated on the river 
Boyne, by means of which vessels of 150 tons bur- 
then are floated up to the bridge, which crosses at 
the end of one of the principal streets. The town 
was formerly enclosed by high and massive walls^ 
a part of the ruins of which are still to be seen. 
The market-house is a good building, and the 
tholsel or sessions-house, situated in the centre of 
the town, is a handsome modem structure, with a 
spire and clock. There are two parish churches — 
on the north side of the river, St. Peter's, a hand- 
some building of hewn stone, and having a lofty 
spire— and St. Mary's on the south : there is also 
a free church, or chapel of ease, in Pair-street ; 
and a very handsome meeting-house has recently 
been erected in Palace-street, by a congregation 
in connection with the Associated Presbyterian 
Synod. The Methodist chapel, in Laurenc^'s- 
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stieet, is a very chaste edifice. There are fire 
Roman Catholic chapels^ and two nunneries. The 
parish chapel of St. Peter, situated in West-street, 
IS a fine capacious structure. The jail, which is 
a substantial building, stands at the eastern en« 
trance of the town. There are two barracks, one 
in Fair*street, the other on a rising ground, called 
Millmount, ^m which there is a most command- 
ing view of the town, the sea, and the surround- 
ing country. Here also are the remains of some 
ancient abbeys, and several other monuments of 
the antiquity of the place.* St. Lawrence's Gate, 
which formed a part of the walls formerly sur-^ 
rounding the town, is in excellent preservation, 
and a good specimen of the ancient buildings. — 
The town contains about 18,000 inhabitants, many 
of whom are of considerable respectability. A 
very extensive trade, particularly in the export 
of com and provisions, and in the import of many 
articles of commerce for the interior of the country, 
is carried on. The lower orders, especiaUv those 
who reside in the vicinity of the town still retain 
much of the appearance and manners of the ancient 
Irish — many of them continuing to make use of the 
Irish language, ^he dress of the men in gene- 
ral is a great coat of coarse grey doth, which, like 

* In an abbey of Dominican Nuns, e$tabli«bed In this town 
in II 73, the head of the Roman Ontbolic Archbishop Plunket, 
who was executed at Tyburn, in 1681, on a charge of high 
treason, is still laid to be seen in a state of high presertation, 
the counteoanoe retaining much of its former loM^k, and the 
bead being covered with a quantity of silvery coloured hairs. 
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the mantle of the ancient Irish^ in many instances^ 
answers the purposes of ooat^ waistcoat^ and overall. 
In general the women are well dressed — ^they come 
to market without hat or bonnet^ a muslin cap or 
the hood of the cloak being made to answer that 
purpose. While travelling on the roads they 
neitner wear stockings nor shoes^ but carry them in 
their hands^ until they come to a short dustance of 
the town at which they may have occasion to at- 
tend markets^ or make purchases^ when the^ put 
them on. This fashion the tourist will perceive in 
many districts in the north of Ireland. The town 
of Drogheda is remarkable for having been several 
times besi^d in the contests between the Protes- 
tants and Roman Catholics, from 1641 to 1689 ; 
and for having been taken by storm by Oliver 
Cromwell^ who^ after an obstinate resistance and 
having been twice repulsed^ reduced the walls to 
their present condition^ and put the governor. Sir 
A. Aston, and all the inhabitants to the sword. 
By far the greater proportion of the population are 
Roman Catholics ; several of the Protestants are 
descendents of those who accompanied Cromwell 
during his expedition in this country. 

If the traveller can afford time, we would by 
all means advise him to stop a day or two in this 
neighbourhood, as there are many curiosities in the 
immediate vicinity well worthy of his notice — 
among others, the obelisk to mark out the spot on 
which the contest took place between James H. and 
WiUiam III. in 1690, usually denominated the bat-, 
tie of the Boyne, the result of which was the fiight 
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to France^ and the abdication of the throne of 
Great Britain by the former^ and the establish- 
ment of the present family to the sovereignty of 
these realms ; — ^the pretty village and magnificent 
castle of Slane^ the seat of the Marquis Conyng- 
ham ; — an extraordinary cavern or subterraneous 
temple^ with a gallery leading to it eighty feet 
long ; — Collon^ the seat of Lord Oriel ; — .besides 
several other objects of minor importance, which 
the far-famed Boyne has to boast of, as it rolls its 
silvery tide in the immediate vicinity of the ancient 
town of Drogheda. A brief notice of each of these 
objects may not be deemed uninteresting. 

OBELISK TO COMHEMORATE THE BATTLE OF THE 
BOYNE. 

About two miles south-west of Drogheda, in a 
highly cultivated and pleasant country, erected on 
a rock on the margin of the Boyne river, stands the 
Obelisk, one of the grandest modern structures of 
the kind to be met with in Europe. It is a hand- 
some, square stone building, 150 feet in height, 
120 feet in circumference at the base, and dimin- 
ishing in true architectural proportion to the top. 
There ipre inscriptions in English on the four sides 
of it> stating the purposes for which it was erect- 
ed, underneath one of which is a Latin inscription, 
mentioning that the first stone was laid in 1736, by 
Lionel Sackville, Duke of Dorset, then Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. It was raised by subscriptions 
from Protestants in different parts of the British 
dominions, in commemoration of the battle fought 
between William III. and James JI. Gentlemen 
in the neighbourhood appear to be well acquainted 
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lyith every circumstance of this memorable battle 
— ^point out the ground occupied by both parties — 
the spot on which Kins William was wounded the 
evening before the battle— the hill on which King 
James stood amongst his guards^ an inactive spec- 
tator, while the Irish troops bravely defended, for 
a considerable time, the passage which it was his 
object to maintain — ^the particular place at which 
the English army forded the river, and where the 
gallant Schomberg fell, mortally wounded by a 
pistol shot, at the close of the engagement.* 

To the left of the Obelisk, near where the vil- 
lage of Oldbridge stood, is the house of Nicholas 
Coddrington, Esq. — and to the right, in the midst 
of a spacious domain, stands Townley-hall, the 
elegant residence of Townley Blaney Balfour, Esq. 
through whose fine grounds the traveller is at all 
times willingly permitted to pass. A little fur- 
ther to the south, also on the banks of the Boyne, 
is Dowth-house, the seat of the late Lord Netter- 
ville, surrounded by a beautiful demesne and ex- 
tensive plantations. 

VILLAGE OF SLANE. 

About eight miles from Drosheda, is the pretty 
village of Slane. Several of tne houses are very 
well built — ^the village forming a kind of square, 
the views from which, in every direction, are of the 

* The bravery manifested by the Irish soldiers on this occa- 
sion was great. Sir Teague O' Regan, after having been 
taken prisoner, with true Irish naiveie, exclaimed to one of 
William's Generals, « exchange kings, and we will fight the 
batUe over again !'* 
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most pleasing description. A short distance south 
of the villj^e, near the river, is the ancient her- 
miti^ of St. Eire. Here was also an abbey, a 
small portion of the ruins of which are still visible 
in a part of the Marquis Conyngham's grounds, 
remarkable, tradition tells us, as the residence 
of a royal Prince of Prance, for twenty years.* 
Immediately adjoining the village is Slane castle, 
the seat of the Marquis Conyngham, which his 
Majesty honoured with a visit in 1821 — a noble 
castellated mansion, and finely situated for effect, 
on an eminence on the borders of the river, the 
south bank of which being formed of perpendicular 
rocks, whose strata have the appearance of gothic 
arches — a fine demesne, Ijiag m the midst of a 
fertile country, through which the Boyne rolls its 
majestic course — ^while, in the outline, numerous 
villas and pleasure-grounds add additional beauty 
to the scene ; the entire picture possessing every 
advantage which rock, wood, and water, in the best 
supposable combination, can possibly afford. 

The extensive Flour mills to the right of the 
village will be found well worthy of attention. 
The water is conveyed to them by a wier, sixhun- 

* We are told that, in 663, Dagobert, king of Aostrasla, 
io France, when only Kven years old, was taken by Grim* 
vald, mayor of the place, and shorn as a monk, rendered 
unfit to hold the reins of government, and banished into Ire- 
land : be was received into this Abbey, where he obtained an 
education proper for the enjoyment of a throne. He continued 
here twenty yeiurs, when he was recalled into France, and re- 
placed in his government, but alter a few years* reign he fell 
by the hand of an assassin. Another tradition is, that he lived 
and died in this country, and the Hill of Slane is pointed out as 
the spot on which he was interred . gi t^ed by Google 
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dred and fifty feet long, twenty-fonr in base, of 
solid masonry^ and the flood-gates are constructed 
with great ingenuity. The panal is eight hundred 
feet long, and sixty-four feet wide : on one side is 
a wharf, completely formed and walled against the 
river, whereon are offices of several kinds, and a 
dry dock for building lighters. The mill is one 
hundred and thirty- eight feet long, the breadth 
fifty-four, and the height to the cornice, forty-two 
feet. The machinery is contrived to do the busi- 
ness with the least possible labour ; the entire is 
of a very ingenious description. Close to these miUs 
there is an extremely handsome entrance gate-way 
to Lord Conyngham's demesne. The view from 
the village is truly picturesque. 

The best view of the plain of the Boyne is from 
a little hill near the village, on which are the ruins 
of what is said to have been an ancient college or 
church. There are several holy wells in this neigh- 
bourhood, to which many of the peasantry resort 
at stated periods, to perftNrm their '^ rounds." The 
curious traveller will here have an opportunity of 
examining several of the small boats or corraghs of 
the ancient Jrish, made of horse qt cow hides^ and 
in which the peasants cross from one bank to ano- 
ther of the Boyne. The Irish cry is stiU retained 
Wl this and the surrounding country, at the fune- 
rals of the lower classes. 

KEW ORANGE ^EXTRAORDINARY MONUMENT OF 

ANTIQUITY. 

A short distance from Slane, at a place called 
New Grange, there is a very extraordinary monu- 
inent of antiquity, the uses of which have puzzled 
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many sages deeply read in antiquarian lore. It iar 
a subterraneous temple^ the outside of which is H 
large mound or tumulus^ about forty feet high^ 
one hundred and fifty long, and eighty broad at 
top, surrounded by huge blocks of stone, rude and 
unshapen as they came froin the quarry;* the dome 
or carern forming an octagon tw^ity feet high, 
composed of long flat stones, the upper projecting; 
a little below the lower, closed in and capped with 
a flat flag. Leading to this rault, sepulchre, ca-' 
vem, or temple, for what its oariginal uses were has 
never been ascertained, is a gallery seventy-one and 
a-half feet long, and from two to three feet wide. 
The cavern running transversely with the gallery 
gives to the entire the form of a ch)ss-»-the length 
between the arms being twenty feet. " For a short 
space/' says Sir Richard Hoare, who examined the 
interior in 1807, '^the entrance is so low, that we 
could only gain admittance by crawling along otf 
our bellies ; but after passing unde^ oiie of the side 
stones, that has fallen across the passlage, the ate-^ 
nue becomes suj£ciently high to admit a person at 
his full height. There are three recesses, one &c* 
ing the avenue or gallery, and one on each side ; 
in the one to the right is a large stone vase, which 
antiquaries have denominated a rock bason : it is 
mentioned, as having its sides fluted, but I could 
not distinguish any workmanship of the kind. 
Within the excavated part of this large bason, are 

* It has been estimated by GoverQor Poiroal to be seventy 
feet bigh, and to contain 180»000 tons of stone, which must 
have been brongbt from the sea-side, a distance of twelve or 
fonrteen miles* 
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two circular cavities^ alongside of each other^ about 
the size of a child's head : several also of the rude 
stones composing this recess^ are decorated with a 
variety of aevices— circular^ zigzags and diamond- 
shaped : some of this latter pattern seem to bear 
the marks of superior workmanship^ the squares 
being indented. In the opposite recess there are 
the nagments of another rode bason ; and some au- 
thors assert, (though^ I believe, without much foun- 
dation,) that the centre contained a third vase. 
The outward surface of the rock bason is about 
three feet six long, and three feet two inches deep." 
By some writers these rock basons are supposed to 
have been heathen altars.* 

All along the Boyne river from Drogheda to 
Slane, the traveller will be delighted with the 
beauty and variety of the scenery which presents 
itself on either side — ^noble woods, thriving plan- 
tations, stately mansions-— all conspiring to add 
beauty and grandeur to scenes, interesting by na- 
ture, and, in many instances, still retaming in 
their appearance much of the wild magnificence of 
feudal times. Slane was the ancient estate of the 
Flemings, Lords of Slane. 

VILLAGE OP COLLON. 

Should the tourist be able to spare time, he 
miffht next visit Collon, a handsome village about 
eignt miles from Drogheda, surrounded on all sides 
by the beautiful and interesting demesne of Lord 
OrieL The extensive gardens and shrubbery are 

* See Ledwich's Ant. Ireland, p. S16. first ed. 
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laid out with the utmost taste and elegance ; and^ 
as an intelligent traveller has justly remarked^ the 
numerous plantations are so disposed about every 
eminence as to form a truly aelightful scene. — 
Through the shrubbery there is a meandering pas- 
sage^ bordered on each side with curious exotic 
plants^ which leads to an elegant temple, fronted 
with a portico, whose pediment is supported by a 
noble range of columns — ^from this spot there is a 
fine bold view all around. Through the opening 
of a wood a small lake is seen, whidi is lost to the 
eye amidst waving plantations ; while, in the back 
ground, a boldly-rising hill presents to the view a 
succession of rural beauty — ^the whole surrounding 
country resembling a richly cultivated garden. In 
Collon there is one of the handsomest diurchea to 
be seen in Ireland. 

MELLIFONT ABBEY. ^^ 

A short distance from Collon are the ruins of 
the Abbey of Mellifont, which, although some 
time since despoiled of many of those handsome 
decorations, and beautiful antiquities, which ren- 
dered them so peculiarly interesting, have still 
much remaining worthy of notice to the antiqua- 
rian. Mr. Archdall states, that when he visited 
the place, there remained in tolerable preservation, 
'' a beautiful little chapel, built of yellowish free- 
stone, intermixed with red : the entrance to the 
chapel is through a superb GK)thic arch, which, on 
the inside, is exquisitely finished : the east window 
is truly elesant, and on each side are three smaller 
windows, finished in the style of the great arch. 
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which is accurately represented in Wriobt'b Lofi- 
thiana : the work of this arch, as well as that of 
the windows, pillars, &c. have still the remains of 
a profusion of gilding and painting in variegated 
colours. Here are also the ruins or a spacious oc- 
tagon structure, built of a light grey freestone, on 
the top of which was a large cistern, from whence 
water was conveyed, by means of pipes, to the 
different offices in the abbey." All that is now to 
be seen of this once renowned structure, are two 
imperfect buildings ; the one a square or oblong 
chapel — ^the other an octagonal building of an un« 
common shape and design^ in tolerably good con« 
dition.* 

ABBBY AND BOtTND TOWEB OF MONASTEBBOICB. 

As there is nothing worthy of notice in the di*- 
rect line from Dublin to Dunleer, the tourist need 
not return to the former place, but take the oppor^ 
tunity of visiting, in his way to Dunleer, the niins 
of the ancient abbey and round tower of Monaster-- 
boice, situated about three miles and a-half S. W. 
of that town, and which form altogether a singular 
and interesting groupe — ^the enclosure of a small 
church-yard, containing the shell of two chapels, 
two pertect stone crosses, and a broken one, by 
far the iinest specimetis of this kind to be met with, 
and a round tower of great height, in good preser- 
vation. One of the crosses, about eighteen feet 

* The highly sculptured doorway which once graced this 
Abbey was played for aod lost at a ga^ of picquet, by the 
proprietor, not very long »\iice, and was immediately removed 
by the fortunate winner ! ! 
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high^ is said to be of an entire stone^ and to have 
been sent from Rome, and erected by order of the 
Pope. It is called SL Boyne's cross, and is con- 
sidered the most ancient religious relique now in 
Ireland. It is rudely sculptured on all sides. On 
the other cross are carved numerous devices^ which 
are-aieiid to £orm a history of the creation ; it also 
bears an inscription in old Irish characters^ which 
as some of the learned in that language assert^ 
refers to Murdach, a king of Ireland^ who died in 
the year 534. To the north west of one of the 
churches stands the round tower, which is one hun- 
dred and ten feet high ; its circumference is seven- 
teen yards, and it diminishes gradually from the 
base, like a Tuscan pillar; the walls are three 
feet six inches thick, the door is ^ve feet six inches 
ill hfii^t, twenty-two inches in width, and six 
feet from the pres^it level of the ground : it is 
arched, and built of freestone, as are also the win- 
dows of the chapels. The diameter of the tower 
on the inside is nine feet and above the door it is 
divided into five stories by rings of stone, slightly 
ps^eiecting. 

As th^e are ninety-seven of these curious build- 
ings still standing in Ireland, many of which the 
tourist may expect to meet with, we shall hastily 
^bmoe at the various conjectures which have been 
jMit forth by antiquarians as to their original uses. 
They are in general perfectly round, varjring from 
thirty-seven to upwards of one hundred and thirty 
feet in heisht ; the walls are usuidly about three feet 
thick, buSt in different ways, some being of hewn 
stone, neatly joined, so as to form a kind of arch, 

c 
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others of mere rubble-stone^ bedded in cement 
or mortar. Their outward circuit at the bottom 
scarcely ever exceeds fifty feet^ and they dimi- 
nish in architectural proportion to the top, which 
is covered in with a conical capping. They are 
supposed by some to have been the depositories of 
the sacred fires which were^ at one period^ kept 
continually lighted by the reiigieuse of the day ; 
while, from their being almost universally erected 
in the immediate vicinity of the ancient churches^ 
it is contended by others, that they were mere bel- 
fries, from which the neighbouring lord and vassal 
could be summoned to worship.* Some consider 
them to have been places of penance for anchorite 
monks, in imitation of eastern pillars, in which 
the penitent was elevated according to his crimes; 
while others esteem them merely to have been 
watch towers or beacons, from which the move- 
ments or approach of an enemy might have been 
observed. The door-way is usually from twelve 
to fifteen feet from the level of the ground— i-some 
twenty feet, generally built without any steps or 
other way of ascending to it. They vary in height 
from four to &ye and six stories, with a small open- 
ing to admit the light at each, and four small win- 
dows, at the cardinal points, in the upper story ; 
in some of them, at each elevation, there are stones 
standing out from the wall> by which rafters and a 
floor might have been supported ; but there are no 



• Brass and iron tnimpels, of an enormous size, hare been 
found buried contiguous to several o{ these buildings, and some 
even in the fioor of the towers. 
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Stairs inside^ nor any other way of ascending to 
the top that can now be discovered. That they 
were merely used as belfries, and as places of re- 
fuge for the monks, and repositories for their sa- 
cred utensils, is now the most generally-adopt- 
ed opinion; but no definite conclusion has ever 
been come to on the point, and most probably never 
will. Prom the style of building universally adopt- 
ed in their construction, it is supposed by some^ 
that they were erected by the Christian Danes, be- 
tween the eighth and eleventh centuries ;* while 
others contend that they belong to the second or 
third century of the Christian era; and a third 
party, that they were built at a period antecedent 
to the promulgation of Christianity in Ireland, and 
were at once observatories, and depositaries of the 

• The following description of a square tower in tne Holy- 
land, supposed to be appropriated to tbe same uses of the round 
towers in this country, is quoted by the Rev. Thomas Harroer, 
(torn a modern Greek writer: — *< On the outside of the walls, 
and on the west, (of the monastery,) is a square tower of three 
stories, and twelve yards in diameter, in which two or three 
hermits shut themselves up, who live in a very austere manner. 
On tbe npper story is a boll, which, whenevei; any visitors come 
from Jerusalem, is rung, to give notice to (be door-keeper of 
the convent for their reception. The entrance into it is by a 
stone staircase of fourteen steps, and is distant from the walls 
of the tower about twelve feet. On the top ol the sl.urc.ise is a 
drawbridge, which communicates with the door of the tower, 
to which chains are fixed on each side, and it is hoisted up from 
the inside of the door, and never let down except necessity re- 
quires.'' — See ninth volume of the jirchasologia. 

From the works of more recent travellers it appears, that in 
many ^arts of the East, round towers, exactly resembling those 
of Ireland, have been discovered. 
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sacred fire preserved by the worshippers of Baal.* 
As these ruins lie but a quarter or half a mile 
to the left; of the line from Drc^heda to Dundalk, 
they can consequently be visited without any great 
loss of time by those proceeding in the direct line 
northward from Drogheda. 



BUNLEER, CASTLEBELLINGHAM, AND LURGAN- 
GREEN. 

In proceeding northwards, towards Newry, the 
traveller will pass through Dunleer, Castlebelling- 
ham, Lurgan-green, Dundalk, and Jonesboro*, his 
route lying along the sea-coast, which is in ge- 
neral nat, and in many places marshy. To the 
left, the scenery on this Ime is strikingly diversi- 
fied with cultivated fields, barren wastes, elegant 
mansions and villas, miserable cabins, and com- 
fortable cottages. 

Eight miles from Drogheda is Dunleer ; an in- 
considerable town or village, consisting of a few 

* This last opinloD is maintained by L. C. Beaufort, in an 
article which obtained a prize from the Royal Irish Academy^ 
and is inserted in their Transactions for the year 1838. Wo 
conceive, however, the whole theory io be overturned by a cir- 
^ cumstance stated by the writer herself, that in a great Doany of 
these buildings there were floors and timber /or rafters. — From 
their construction, supposinq: this to be the case, there could 
be no means of keeping a perpetual fire &t the very bottom 
of the building, and as little at the top— and when we recollect 
that the fires were tended by vestuls, who on this account, were 
frequently called the daughters of fire, the probability of the 
hypothesis is rendered still less apparent. 
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mean houses, which, with some exceptions, are 
inhabited by persons in the lower ranks of life.* 

Five miles beyond this is Castlebeliingham, a 
neat, pleasant, little village, at the farther end of 
which, are several fine old spreading elms. At a 
little distance from this village, on the top of a fine 
green hill, which overlooks the surrounding coun- 
try, is a tumulus or barrow, supposed to be the se- 
pulchre of some celebrated warrior. The opening 
of a similar structure, some time since, discovered 
'^ a large flat quarry^^stone, placed upright like a 
door, which, being removed, laid open an entrance 
into a narrow low passage, about ten feet long, and 
only wide enough to admit a man to creep in upon 
his hands and knees. This passage led into a 
small round vaiUt, about six feet high and eight 
feet wide, placed in the centre of the mount. In 
the middle of the vault four long small stones 
were fixed in the ground, each about two feet and 
a half high^ standing upright as supporters to a 
flat quarryrstone, two feet and a half long, and 

• To the rig-ht of Dunleer, on a height, is Barmeatb, ihe 
very fine Apat, with extensive dei»dsne.«, olSir Patrick Bellew, 
Bart. Tbero is at this srenti'^mari's seat a pair of the handsom- 
est moose-deer horns in ibe kingdom, together with a skeleton 
of the head. At what period the great deer was first known 
here, or how long these stately animals remained in the king- 
dom, before the species bi^came ex(inct, is uncertain ; but their 
skeletons are generally foimd in a stratum of marie that has 
been covered with bog. On the see lands of the Bishop of Dro- 
more were found, in 1783, similar horns, which measured 
from tip to tip fourteen feet fuiir inches, as also almost the en- 
tire skeleton, in the most perfect preservation, of the enormous 
aotmal that wore them, who, from the length of the bones of 
bis fore leg, is judged to have beeo about twenty hands high. 

c 2 
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twenty inches broad^ placed on them, in a manner 
of a table ; under which on the ground stood a 
handsome earthen um^ of a dark brownish colour^ 
as if not thoroughly baked, about a quarter of an 
inch thick in its sides, containing broken bones 
mixed with ashes and fragments of burnt wood. 

Four miles from Casuebellingham is Lurgan- 
Green, within a short distance of which is the 
magnificent seat of Lord Clermont. Near this is 
the Black Rock, a pleasant watering-place, much 
resorted to by those inhabiting the interior of the 
country. 



DUNDALK. 



Pour miles further on, and about mid-way be- 
tween Dublin and Belfast, is the town of Dundalk. 
Although formerly a place of considerable conse- 
quence, having been walled in and fortified, and 
having several castles and small towers, destroyed 
in 1641, it at present consists of little more than 
one very long street, intersected by several lanes; 
it contains, however, a number of well-built re- 
spectable houses, a convenient market-house, a 
gaol,, barracks, and charter-school, and a very ele- 
gant court-house, built in the neatest style of mo- 
aern architecture, with pediment supported by 
massive columns of the Doric order. Here is a 
good^'old church, surrounded by elm trees, also a 
Roman Catholic chapel, and Presbyterian and 
Methodist meeting-houses. There is a consider- 
able business done here in the corn trade ; and 
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there are several respectable shops, from which the 
people of the surrounding country are supplied 
with the various articles necessary for home con- 
sumption. It is the assize-town of the county, 
and contains nearly 10,000 inhabitants. In 173/j 
the first qambric manufacture in Ireland was esta- 
blished here, by artizans from France. The har- 
bour is not reckoned good, being so shallow, that 
at low water it can only be approached by the 
smaller craft. Here the Earl of Koden has a very 
elegant residence, in the rere of which are spacious 
gardens, a demesne, and deer park. Near the 
town there is a tumulus, or large mound of earth, 
upon which a building termed a Folly has been 
erected, from which there is a fine view of the river, 
the bay, and the surrounding country. Contiguous 
to it is a very perfect old castle, with a square 
tower at each angle, which has been converted into 
a modem dwelling-house; and adjoining this, a 
castle in ruins, and a cemetery thickly inhabited. 
It was in this place that the battle was fought in 
1318^ which terminated the life and triumphs of 
Edward Bruce, brother of king Robert, after hav- 
ing miserably devastated the entire province, and 
reduced the inhabitants that remained to a state of 
the utmost destitution. In the reign of Edward 
II. Dundalk was a royal city, and the last we read 
of where a monarch of all Ireland was actually 
crowned, and resided. It was the ancient estate 
of the Lords de Verdun. 



Proceeding from Dundalk towards Newry, the 
traveller will pass through a very diversified and 
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liilly country. Little more than half way distant, 
are the highly cultivated demesne and extensive 
plantations of Ravensdale, the seat of Lord Cler-» 
mont— the noble woods being bounded on the one 
side by the banks of a mazy rivulet, that rims 
through an exceedingly picturesque and delightful 
valley ; and on the other climbing more than half 
way up the ni^ed cliffs on the mountain-side. 
In the same direction, the traveller will also per- 
ceive the very elegant mansion of the Hon. Baron 
McClelland, at a short distance from which lies 
the village of Jonesboro', romantically situated in 
a mountain-pass. In the rebellion of 1798, this 
village was oumed to the ground, and it has 
been, up to this time, only partially rebuilt. In 
passing along this road the traveller will observe 
the rums of a number of cabins, out of which, to 
please the whim of a noble proprietor, the miser-» 
able tenantry were driven some few years since, in 
the depth of winter, by having the thatch stripped 
off them while yet inhabited, the leases having 
expired, and without their bavins a spot in which 
to shelter their defenceless heads from "the pelting 
of the pitiless storm." To such proceedings as this 
may, in many instances, be attriouted those fearful 
acts of barbarity and revenge which still continue 
to disgrace our country. Indeed the traveller will 
not fail to remark in journeying along from the 
metropolis to this stage, the most shameful neglect 
in the comforts of the lower orders ; scarcely a de- 
mesne has been passed in which are not to be found 
those records of Irish misery — ^the hovels of the 
peasants ; and he will perceive that, while great 
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attention has been paid by the gentlemen of the 
country to the building of stables for their horses^ 
and sties for their pigs^ the poor peasant has been 
condemned to a wretched hovel^ haying neither a 
chimney to allow the smoke of the fire to escape^ 
nor a window to admit the light of heaven. It will 
however^ afford some consolation to the mind of the 
benevolent tourist to be informed that^ during the 
remainder of his tour from Newry to the Gmif s* 
Causeway^ he will not have to suffer the pain of be« 
holding many such unsightly objects^ so much has 
civilization and right feeling advanced throughout 
the north of Ireland : and here^ as our observations 
may meet the eye of some whose interest it would 
be to improve the condition of the people of this 
country, we cannot but remark that one of the great 
causes, indeed we might say, the real cause, of the 
difference between the present state of this country 
and that of England, is, the confidence that £ng^ 
lish tenants have in the justice, the protection, and 
the co-operation of their landlords. The tenant's 
right is tnere held sacred — ^his rent is increased in a 
just and equitable ratio, and such a fair proportion 
of the fruits of his honest industry is left with him, 
as enables him to live with comfort, and to educate 
his family. By this means the parties continue 
cordial friends, and have an equal interest in im- 
proving the soil to the utmost. In this country 
generally speaking the very reverse is the case. 
Many landed proprietors, or their agents for them, 
for the paltry consideration of an immediate addi* 
tional income, are found, on the expiration of leases, 
turning out of lands and habitations which have 
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beeii in the possession of their family for ages^ old^ 
tried^ and faithful tenants^ and setting their hold- 
ings to the highest bidder^ insensible to the strong 
aiid sacred claims of long possession and local at- 
tachments^ and foregoing the respectable and de- 
lightful intercommunion which must exist between 
a jusi and feeling landlord^ and a thriving and af- 
fectionate tenantry, for the pitiable object of ob- 
taining a nominal increase of five shillings per acre 
additional on their lands. The consequence natu- 
rally flowing from such a line of policy is obvious : 
it renders the people indifferent to their own fate, 
and the fate of their country ; and when a man ar- 
rives at that state in which he can say to himself, I 
cannot be worse, he becomes a fit tool for agitators, 
and a ready instrument wherewith to perpetrate 
the most desperate actions. 

Within a short distance of Newry, a little to 
the left of the mail coach line, there is a great 
natural curiosity. On the very summit of a moun- 
tain, called Sliebh GuUion, a small lake has been 
formed by some subterraneous spring, the waters 
of which are beautifully transparent, and in which . 
there is an abundance of fish of different kinds. 
In this neighbourhood there is also a "Witches 
Cave" concerning which a number of extraordinary 
and absurd l^ends are still related by the neigh- 
bouring peasants. 

The mountains of Killeavy, which are also to 
the left of the great northern road, are thickly 
inhabited by a rude and uncultivated class of 
peasantry, who still retain much of the peculiar 
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character of the native Irish. This district was, 
at one time, the chosen retreat or rendezvous 
of namerous hands of rohhers, who infested the 
northern roads. Among others, the famous Red- 
mond O'Hanlon, who, ahout the commencement 
of the reign of George II, is said to have per- 
formed many achievements in his line ; and, like 
Robin Hood, frequently to have robbed the rich 
in order to bestow the spoils upon the poor in 
the neighbourhood. Having at length, in conse- 
quence of a large reward offered for his apprehen- 
sion been traced to one of his haunts, on 'the door 
of the cabin in which he was being opened, he was 
discovered partaking of the fru^ repast of an 
oaten cake and a jug of milk. On perceiving the 
party who w^re in pursuit of him, he, with the 
greatest composure addressed them, saying, '' Gen- 
tlemen — I am your prisoner ; but I hope you will 
permit me to finish my breakfast." His request 
having been complied with, he very deliberately 
finished his repast, and seizing a blunderbuss 
which lay beside him, with tremendous oaths 
threatened instant death to the first person who 
should attempt to come near him ; ana as it ap- 
peared that none of the party were sufficiently 
courageous to put his menace to the test, he was 
permitted to walk quietly away, without even any 
attempt at his capture being made. He was after- 
wards, like Samson, betrayed by a woman with 
whom he lived ; but he was not taken alive, hav- 
ing been shot by one of his pursuers. 

In this wild and uncultivated district, at the 
foot of Sliebh GuUion, resides the Rev. H. Boyd, 
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a gentleman well known in the literary world, as 
the translator of the ^ Divina Commedia* of Danie,* 
and as possessing very considerable literary talent. 
He is at present upwards of eightjr years of age, 
by far the greater proportion of which he has been 
a curate of the Established Church, residing for 
the last twenty years in this retired mountain dis- 
trict, and enjoying the respect and best wishes of 
the parishioners, who are nearly all Roman Ca- 
tholics. Although so far advanced in life, he is 
still in possession of every faculty of mind and 
body, and is one of the most entertaining compa- 
nions that an individual of like disposition and 
mind, could any where meet with, bemg well and 
deeply versed in classic lore, and perfectly ac- 

2uamted with the real and legendcuj history of 
reland — ^more particularly that part of it in which 
he resides. Being a traveller, and a man of in- 
formation^ would be found a sufficient introduction 
to the notice of this intelligent, talented old gen- 
tleman. 

In the parish of Killeavv, near, the great road 
between Beleek and Forkil, there is an extraordi- 
nary monument of antiquity, something similar to 
that we have described at New Grange, near 
Drogheda, and which is supposed by some to have 
been a heathen temple, or altar ; by others the se- 
pulchre of some celebrated chief or family. It 
measures in len^h forty-four yards, and in breath 
twenty-four, fi is composed of two rows of lai^ 

* The work contains a biogpraphical sketch of that extraor- 
dinary individual, a preUminaiy essay, and literary notes. 
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flat stones^ seven feet high^ and nine feet lohg^ 
which extend nineteen yards^ and are the support- 
ers of a number of incumbent flat stones of enor- 
mous size and weight, the entire forming four 
chambers or apartments, nine feet long by eight 
feet wide, and seven high. It is said to be that 
species of monument called a leac^ and, from the 
manner of its erection, it is calculated to endure 
for ages. The exterior forms a caimy or conical 
heap, of great magnitude. The manner in which 
the immense stones which form the covering or 
roof of the chambers, are placed^ is well worthy 
the observation of the curious. 

Approaching Newry, the traveller will notice 
a number of shelties, or mountain ponies, going 
to or returning from the town, with baskets or 
kreels hanging at either side, driven by poor 
peasants, many of them sam shoes, hose, or hats — 
some of them, indeed, sans culottes-— and few of 
whom can speak more English than is just suffi- 
cient to tell the price of the turf which they carry 
to market, and which they sell to the inhabitants for 
fuel, at the rate of from 4d. to 8d. per horse-load — 
a circumstance which may be considered as proof 
positive against the assertion of some rapid travel- 
lers* through our island, that the peasants are na- 
turally lazy and indisposed to laoour — the bueu 
from which the turf is cut (an operation which, 
together with drying and clamping, requires much 
time and tpil) lying at the side of the mountain, 
about two or three miles from the town, each 

• Vide Wakefield's Tour. 
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load being carried tkat distance down a rapid de- 
scent^ in tbe way we^ have described* and then^ 
sold at the prioea mentioned. And here. W6 ms^y 
notice anotner circumBtance, which will perhaps 
arrest the attention of the traveller^ if the time of 
year in which he visits onr island be near to or af*. 
ter the harvest. He will perceive all along the., 
roads numerous bands of peasants, each having a 
shillelagh* in his handi and in.geaaerfd. a reaping-* 
hook hung round his neck-*-«many of them having^ 
travelled thirty or forty miles froin the interior — . 
on their way to England, to assist in th^ .hai^vest- 
work^ or being on their return from thence, after 
having performed their task ; the produce oi all 
this extraordinary labour and fatigue being care-*. 
folly hoarded up to pay the rent of tbe potato- 
ground, which is the sole support of themselves 
and families. In this we find another convincing 
proof, that if the Irish peasant could procure em- 
ployment^ he would sive ample demonstration, 
that he is by no means lazily disposed* 



THE TOWN OF NEWRY. 

Having gained the summit of the mountain at 
the foot of which lies the town of Newry, the tra- 
veller will find the prospect before him to improve 
at every step he proceeds, until he arrives in the 
town, which lies on the river called after its name> 
the Newry- Water. This river meets the tide at 

• An oak stick. 
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Newrr^ and fbrms the bciand^ between t&e comi- 
ties of Down and Armagh. The approaehes to the 
town bear a striking oontrast to tne Bnbnrbs of 
Drogheda^ there being scarcely any of those wretch- 
ed huts and cabins which so greatly disfigare that 
otherwise respectable place. The town <^ Newry 
is, however, very irre&;alaiiy constraeted ;— a great 
pronbrtion of it is btuh on the side of a steep hill' 
to the east of the river ; and although oontaming, 
in what is called the Low Ground, a^ nromber of 
earoellent houses, erected in the most modem 8tyle> 
togeilier with several public bnildingiB, it pi^esents 
by no means a pr^Hissessing appe&nance to the eye 
of a Gftranger. it is distlmt sixty miles from DuW 
lin^ and is the largest town in die oonmy of Ihiwn 
df the county of Armagh, in both of which a pert 
of it is situated^ and, with tiie exception of Bel- 
fast BSid Londonderry, the larsest in the north of 
Ireland, cont&inin? upwards of 2,500 houses, and 
between 13 and lifiOO inhid)itants. It is a place 
of much oommeoroe and trade, bot^ as regards im- 
ports and exports^^-^evetal of the inhabitants be- 
ing men of considerable property and great expe- 
rience in business, and the bay of Carliti^ord, with 
which it is connected, being one of the finest in 
Ireland, and' having a communication with the in- 
terior of the country 1^ means of a canal, which is 
navigable for vessels of seventy tons burden^ and 
extends as far as Lough Neagh. The ground on 
which many of the best houses now stand, was 
formerly a kind of marsh, covered by the flowing 
of the tide. Where the coffee-room has been erect- 
ed, two extensive bleach-greens were, scarcely 

d2 
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one hundred years since, in active operation. So 
late as the year 1700, Mill-street contained only 
six or seven slated houses ; Market-street bad a 
few of the same description ; but the rest were 
merely thatched cabins. At this time the town 
was surrounded by woods, and a large piece of 
timber was placed over the ford of Sugar Island, 
by way of a bridge, for the accommodation of pas- 
sengers. 

For some time after the English conquest, the 
town of Newry was esteemed as rather an im- 
portant pass, leading through the bogs and moun- 
tains betwe^i Dundalk and the eastern parts of 
Ulster, there being at that time no other commu- 
nication by land. Several castles were in conse- 
quence erected to secure the command of the 
bridge,* but these are now all levelled with the 
earth. In the rebellion of 1641, it was reduced to 
a very ruinous condition. It was surprised by Sir 
Con Magenis, at the breaking out of the rebellion, 
and continued in his possession ten weeks, after 
which it was retaken by Lord Conway. After the 
restoration, it was rebuilt, and improved consider- 
ably; but in 1689, nearly the entire of the town 
was burned down by the Duke of Berwick, in his 
retreat from Duke Schomberg and the English 
army. The castle and five or six houses only 
escaped the conflagration. 

The most consideraWe ancient establishment at 
Newry was the monastery, which was founded in 
the year 1157, as an abbey of Cistercian monks, 
dedicated to St. Mary and St. Patrick, by Maurice 
Mac Loughlin, king of Ireland. But in 1 162, the 
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abbey and a libr^ connected with it^ were con- 
sumed by fire, llie endowments were confirmed 
by Hugh de Lacy, earl of Ulster, in 1237- This 
abbey flourished until the reisn of Henry VIII. 
who changed its constitution into that of a colle^ 
siate church for secular priests. It was situated 
m Castle-street, at the head of the street which is 
opposite to the new church. Part of the building 
still remains, and is at present occupied as two 
dwelling-houses. The walls are extremely thick 
and strong; and the alterations in the building 
which have been made in modem times, were at- 
tended with unusual difficulty and labour. Within 
the last sixty years, there was a very massive stone 
stair-case outside the building. Large quantities 
of human bones, some of them of very uncommon 
size, have been dug up at different times, in its 
immediate vicinity. About one hundred years ago, 
a merchant of tne town, on digging foundations 
within the precincts of the ancient abbey, found a 
human skeleton, seven feet in length. Kemains of 
shoes,* which bore the impression of buckles, and 
some remnants, probably of the shroud, were dis- 
covered. Several fragments of stones, with heads 
and other figures rudely sculptured upon them, 
are to be seen in some of the adjacent buildines. 
These formerly belonged to the buildings of the 
abbey. Until suppressed by Henry, it was an 
establishment of the most sumptuous description. 

On an eminence at the north east entrance of 
the town stands the old Church, at present used 

* Formerly abboU and bisbopt were bnried in their shoes. 
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418 a CIm^ of Bttse. Ia itfas TcbeDioii of IMl, it 
was denKdishedy with ifhe exception of the walls 
and steeple, and continued in this ruinous «tate> 
till after the restoration^ when one half of it^ 
together With the veetity, was re-coyered. Ahout 
the year 1720, tbeoliher half of it was repaired; 
and nine years afterwards die roof was taken off, 
joid the wallsraised six £det lii^^r^ to mai^ room 
{£m a gallery; bat not heine considered conve- 
niently mtuflted^ ner au^eiently large^ in the year 
18IiD^ the foandad<Hi stone of St. Mary's^ the 
elegant buiidsng situated at the esrtnoemity ^ the 
!town^ was laid^ and it was opened iot divine ser- 
irice on liie Slat ef NoTember^ 1819. This very 
liandseme edifice ia built in the OoUiic style^ oip 
texcelient hanmered granite, procured in the 
Jiei^boarhood of the town. The siae of the 
buuding within is *J5 feet by 51, ezdunve of the 
4:hanceL The height of liie steeple and spire is 
about 190 feet. 

The Presbyterian meeting-house, situated in 
High-street, was erected in the year 1722; ex- 
eepting the south aisle, which was added about 
forty years afterwards. The nund)er ^f femilies 
Jbdkmging to tiia Fresbytarian eongregatioai, anount 
to neaarly 406, some of whom at« at present en- 
gaeed in erectitig another place ef wori^iip at the 
«nd of the Badi&ilaad road« The ancient meeting 
house belonging to this denomkiatien <f Christians, 
was situated at a place still called Meeting-house 
Bocks, near the turiipike, on the Belittst road, 
about three quarters of a mile from town, and is 
said i» have been erected about the year 1^501 
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There is a meeting-hduse <!f Sebeders of the 
Associate Sylnod^ off Ohnrcli-street, with a bury- 
ing ground adjoining. The first congregation df 
Seceders was formed here about the year 1750. 

The Indepeindent connection has recently erect- 
ed a small commodious buildings which stands in 
the northern quarter of the town^ nearly opposite 
the bridge oa the Belfast line. It is called £bene- 
zer ChiapeL 

There are two Methodist meeting-houses— one 
in William-street^ which is a comfortable place of 
worship ; the other recently erected on the Bath- 
fi^iland road^ a commodious and rather handsome 
building. 

There are three Romaa Catholic chapels. The 
one situated on a rising ground at the extremity 
of Bow-street^ now denominated Chapel-street^ 
is of very considerable dimensions ; it was built in 
1789^ and the inhabitants of Newry^ of all religious 
denominations^ contributed very liberally to it. It 
is a well-^built house^ with three galleries^ and has 
a spadous burying-ground eonnected with it. But 
this not being deemed sufficiently lai^e or commo- 
dious for the respectable Roman Catholics of the 
town^ they have recently erected one of the hand- 
fiomest buildings of tJie kind to be seen in Ireland. 
It stands in the Low Ground, is constructed of 
hewn granite, in the pointed or Gothilc style> and 
consists of a nave and side isles, the western end 
oanstitating the principied £ront. This fa9ade may 
be deseribed as naving a centre and two wings, 
ap^anentlv divided by two handsome octagonal 
staircase tuil'ets, whidi axe oazried to a oodsmera- 
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ble height^ the upper stages terminating in open 
lanterns of perforated panel work and battlements. 
In the central division of the western front is the 
principal entrance doorway into a porch, which 
leads to the nave of the building ; this doorway is 
deeply recessed and highly ornamented, over which 
is a lofty window. The wings are intended as 
staircases, which are to communicate with future 
galleries. The side aisles are supported by but- 
tresses placed equi-distant, terminating under the 
cornices of the embattled parapets, between which 
are handsome windows. The centre division or 
nave of the building rises considerably above the 
roof of the aisles^ having a similar number of but- 
tresses, and lighted by an equal number of win- 
dows; the buttresses surmount the battlements, 
and are crowned with pinnacles and finials. The 
east and west gables are ornamented with moulded 
cornices and embattled — ^the former supporting a 
plain stone cross, and the latter a niche, over which 
IS a cross. On each side of the e&st window are 
two square bell towers flanked by buttresses, and 
ornamented with pinnacles and battlements. The 
interior of this edifice remains in an unfinished 
state. — The body of the structure is separated 
from the side isles by two rows of moulded granite 
pillars, which support lofty pointed arches, over 
which are the clerestory windows that light the 
centre portion of the building. The altar end is 
lighted by a large window consisting of three 
lights, divided in the centre by an ornamental 
transom. The length of the edifice, taken over 
the walls, is upwards of 120 feet, by 74 feet in 
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breadth^ and about forty-six feet to the ceiling. 
The building now forms one of the principal 'or- 
naments of the town. 

The court-house is situated in Hill-street, and 
was formerly a market-house, built by private 
subscription. It was altered into a sessions-house 
about the year 1805. Though in a central situa- 
tion, it is, at present, rather injurious to the ap- 
pearance of the street in which it stands, being an 
awkward old building. 

The house containing the news-room and ball- 
room was built by some gentlemen of the town 
and neighbourhood, in 1794. The news-room is 
open to ail respectable strangers ; and a well-con- 
ducted newspaper* is published on every Tuesday 
and Friday. There is a neat, small theatre, which 
was built by subscription about the year 1783. — 
The society here is considered fashionable and 
genteel — a number of highly respectable families 
residing in the town and surrounding neighbour- 
hood. 

The barrack, originally erected by a company of 
gentlemen, for a white-linen hall, immediately 
adjoins the canal. The design not having suc- 
ceeded, the concern was sold to Grovemment for 
about one-third of what it had cost, which was 
about £14,000. The buildings are remarkably 
weU adapted to the uses to which they are at pre- 

* There v-as formerly a most respectable magazine carried 
on in this town, whicb contained niaify articles oi great talent. 
To a paper which appeared in it, relative to "Sevjry and the 
turrounding country, we are indebted for much inlormation on 
the present subject. 
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wDt applied. Thej jire equal to the aeoommodfr* 
tion or 1144 men. 

On the canal at Ballybot htid^, there is a large 
and convenient butter-crane^ well adapted to the 
tnide> near irhioh there k also a oomniodious com 
market"hou8e. There are at present tUro large 
diBtilleriee in Newry. The old one^ though not 
working at present^ is one of the most complete 
concerns of the kind in Ireland. The distulerr 
in Monaghan-street^ is as perfect as possible^ and 
produces excellent whiskey. In Ballybot there are 
two extenfflre breweries^ both of which are work- 
ing at present. Violet4iill^ a very handsome resi- 
dence m the immediate vicinity of Newry^ on the 
northern road^ has recently been purchased by the 
Society of Jesuits^ for the establishment of a r^im« 
aery in connection with thehr <nder. 

The consequence of the town of Newry, is best 
ascertained by its commerce. This is very consi* 
derahle ; and is partly to be attributed to the ex- 
cellence of the navigation^ and partly to the geo» 
graphical situation of that town^ which is natondly 
connected with several fionrishing counties^ p«rti«» 
cularly Armagh, Down, Monagtoft, Louth, Cavan, 
Fennani^h and Tyrone. The quay occupies the 
long line of the canal, through the whole extent 
of the town ; and the stores and warehouses of the 
merchants are most conveniently situated for busi- 
nessr— being little inferior to any in the North of 
Ireland. The total tonnage invoiced yearly at 
the port of Newry, is estimated at about 40,000 
tons. The revenue of the port and district, in 
customs, excise, and stamps, amounts on an aveiage 
*^'» £270,000 annually — ^the customs being taken at 
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£1^,000^ the exdse at £135,000, aad tJbe Btamps 
at £22j060. The quantity of flax seed imported, 
when tfas ti^e is open, is very considarable. On 
an average, it may be taken at 9,000 hogsheads, 
yearly. It haw ^ very considerable export of butter, 
provisions, end linen cloth. The export of the 
former, may annually be rated at 80,000 casks. 
BesideiB this, there are from 1000 to 1200 crocks 
■old at the icrane, for home consumption. It has 
also a very considerable market for linens, butter, 
flax, oats, pigs, potatoes, &c. There are two £edrs, 
and Ballybot, also called Southwark, may hold 
four in the year. 

ANCIENT BARBOW OB FORT. 

About a mile from Newry, in an easterly direc* 
tion, at a place called Crown-bridge, there is one 
of thdse aiicient barrows or raths, commonly called 
Danish forts. It stands on the top of a hill of gen- 
tle ascent, and bear^ some resemblance to a crown, 
from which it is said the place was named. It is 
hfearly 110 feet in height, of a flat, uneoual fomi 
kt top, being 69 ^t one way, and only 27 the 
other. It is eiiccHhpassed by a deep fosse, upwards 
of 20 feet broad, and nearly 000 feet in circum- 
ference. On the Western side of the rath, butside 
the fosse, is a square artificial pktform, about 30 
fbet high, whn^ occupied about 130 feet on each 
side, fbrmerly h<mowed out in the middle, but now 
filled upi aftd cultivated, and wjiioh is also encom- 
passed by a fosse or ditch, 15 feet broad. On this 
ttimulus it is said, the title to a crown was de- 
cided by twio royal competitors, in single combat 
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— to commemorate whidh singular engagement^ 
tradition informs us^ it was erected^ and the peo- 
ple of the neighbourhood assert that there lies 
buried some pl^ in the neighbourhood^ a large 
crown of gold. The barrow of Crown-bridge is 
similar to those on which the ancient chieftains 
used to hold their conferences ; and the larger 
tumulus is of that kind described in page SJ, as 
having something of the character of a military 
fortress^ in which the provisions and cattle were 
placed for safety^ when the inhabitants were at- 
tacked by an enemy. 



Large quantities of very ancient coins have at 
different times been found in the vicinity of New- 
ry. In 18149 about two hundred were found in 
Castlelaneghan^ enclosed in a cow's horn^ and care* 
fully buried in the earth. Some of them bore the 
head of Robert Bruce; and it is supposed that 
when Edward Bruce was defeated at Dundaik^ 
about the year 1318^ some of his soldiers buried 
these coins in this place^ the better to preserve 
them from the hands of the enemy. Some of the 
coins bore the head of Edward I. and others that 
of Robert's great-grandfather, David. 

In the immediate neighbourhood of Newry, 
there are several quarries of granite, of a rather 
curious compound, and which is in general of a 
grey colour. It will not admit of a fine polish, 
though it is wrought into pillars and columns of 
considerable size and beauty. Porphyry is also 
found in great abundance, but is much too hard 
and shattery for ornamental purposes. Here are 
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also quarries of white and vari^ated quartz^ suf- 
ficient to supply all the porcelain manufactures in 
Great Britain ; and a vein of that new and extra- 
ordinary substance^ called Trephane, is to be 
found within half a mile of the town. At a few 
miles distance^ there is also a bed of ochre^ which 
bids fair to rival the finest in England. 

Leaving Newry^ the traveller for pleasure should 
by all means make up his mind to diverge from the 
mail-coach line to the right — ^as he will be amply 
rewarded for the loss of time and the additional 
expense^ in beholding some of the finest scenery 
to be met with in the maritime portions of our 
i^and. That along the shores of Rostrevor and 
Carlingford-bay is of the most varied and delight- 
ful description ; besides which, there are u num- 
ber of very' extraordinary relics of antiquity on 
this route. 



WARRENSPOINT, ROSTREVOR, AND CAR- 
LINGFORD. 

In proceeding towards Rostrevor, the road to 
which lies along the water's edge, nothing can ex- 
ceed the grandeur and beauty of the prospect — ^the 
entire line, for a considerable distance, finely wood- 
ed on either side the river, and covered with hand- 
some cottages and villas, with here and there some 
building of more stately dimensions, and an oc- 
casional old castle to diversify the scene, and add 
still greater beauty to the landscape. In the dis- 
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taace> the bright blue 6ea» on which are at all times 
a number of ships and smaller vess^ls^ locked in on 
either side by mountains of the most picturesque 
and magnificent descriptiou'^-on the otie side^ those 
of Garlingford rising abruptly in sterile greatness^ 
and easting their deep dark i^adows > on the ocean 
beneath them — on the other^ the richly wooded 
mountains of Rostrev(Nr rising gradually from the 
water's edge^ and embosoming here and there a no- 
ble mansion or lordly villa ; while at a still greata* 
distance^ a little to the left> the mountains of 
Mbume> one of which is calculated to b0 2^800 
feet abore the level of the sea^ raise their giant 
forms^ and thus perfect the deeper shadinff of the 
picture^ without which, however beautiful^ it hiad 
still wanted much of its magnificent sublimity. 

About one and a-half mile from Newry, lies 
Gh*eenwood-park^ finely planted, and having with'- 
in its enclosure a building, which presents the ap<> 
pearance of an old castle, on which two pieces of 
ordnance are at times mounted. On the opposite 
side is Fathom Mountain, also finely covered with 
planting, tastefully arranged in clumps and groups, 
and decorated with several handsome lodges and 
cottages, from the midst of which an old octagon 
tower presents itself. 

About two miles from Newry, at Fathom, the 
canal commences, which, as before observed, forms 
a junction between Garlingford-bay, Lough Neagh, 
and the river Ban. A short distance from tms, 
is Green Island, a small place at which boats are 
built, and where some of the lesser craft of ship- 
ping ore kid up for repairs— -there is a salt-work 
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here. A little farther on, the elegant demesne of 
Roger Hall^ Esq. eominences^ which is thickly 
covered with jonng timber^ and ^m which seve* 
ral handsome gate^houses open on the shore. Op- 
posite to this^ on the Fathom side^ the tourist may 
observe at one glance^ within the compass of a few 
hnndred yards^ two prorinces, Ulster and Leinater, 
and three counties^ Down^ Armagh^ and Loath. 
After passing this pointy the scenery improve»-^ 
many tfuly picturesque views presenting them- 
selves to the eye of the traveller as he proceeds: 
the Ferry and Castle at Narrow-water — >the vil- 
lage of Warren8point--*^e opening of the bay, 
backed by the Bostrevor mountains^ and by those 
of Carlingford on the opposite shore. The castle 
at NaCrow-water was some short time since con- 
verted into a solt-'work, and more recently, since 
the duty was taken off English salt^ into a kennel 
for a pack of hounds. Not fiur firom this, there is 
rather an extensive^ fiour-mlll. From Narrow- 
water to within a short distance of Rostrevor, is a 
fine^ open^ undulating country. 

Three miles from Narrow-water, and &ye from 
Newry, is Warrenspoint, a considerable village or 
town, the houses of which form a square, and 
having a convenient quay, at which there are in 
g^ieral several sailing and steam vessels. It is 
esteemed one of the best and most frequented 
bathing*<p}aces in the North of Ireland. In 1827 a 
neat small church was erected here ; and imme- 
diately adjoining the town there is a Presbyterian 
meeting-house, and also a Roman Catholic chapel. 
Although, but a few yeajrs since, this was a very 
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inconsiderable village^ it at present contains from 
BOO to 1000 inhabitants. A large windmill stands 
nearly in its centre^ and adds considerably to the 
picturesque and pleasing appearance which the 
village presents s^ a distance. There was formerly 
a very extensive rabbit-warren here, from which 
circumstance the place derives its name. From 
this point there is a most delightful view of the 
scenery of Rostrevor. 

On the opposite side is the village of Omeath, 
near which an elegant mansion, m the cottage 
style, attracts the eye. In the immediate vicinity 
of Warrenspoint are several handsome villas; — and 
a little further on is Seaview, a range of neat 
houses, well situated for those who resort here 
during the bathing season. Not far distant, is 
ClonaTlen-house, the residence of the rector of 
Clonallen — at about a mile from which stands the 
parish church. From this point, the entire line 
to Rostrevor is studded with elegant mansions and 
villas — ^amongst others, Rosetta, Arno's-vale, and 
Green-park. 

In speaking of the scene which here presents 
itself to view, we agree with the writer before 
referred to, that it is beyond measure beautiful, 
and cannot fail of producing the highest delight in 
every mind capable of being touched by the most 
attractive charms of nature.* Here wood and wa* 
ter, mountain and lawn, heathy barrenness and 
luxuriant vegetation, present to the eye a variety 

* ** My expectations were excited by bavini; beard so much of 
tbe charms of tbi.s place, but it far exceeded all I bad oonceived. 
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of ligbt and shades and a diversity of scenery 
scarcely to be surpassed in beauty by Tempe's vale, 
or the romantic scenes of Arcadia. It seems a re- 
treat such as would have been deemed by the poets 
of old the haunt of Apollo and the Muses. Viewed 
in a summer's mom, when the smoke slowly as- 
cends from amid the spreading trees, and the mist 
is gradually dissipating from the lofty mountain — 
when the tide is fiill, and the vessels, with their 
white sails, are borne into view upon the gently- 
flowing flood — when the golden sun, shed<£ng his 
beams obliquelv upon the scene, brings into view 
the more prominent features of the landscape, and 
clothes the various objects with a thousand difi^r- 
ent hues— the finest classic descriptions appear in- 
adequate to describe the scene, at once so beautiful 
and so sublime. 

Within about a ouarter of a mile of the village 
of Rostrevor, stanos the monument erected to the 
late General Ross. It is a handsome cut-stone 
obelisk, standing on a very prominent situation, 
upon a base, which forms a number of steps, 
composed of the same material. On the four 
sides the various engagements in which the gal- 
lant general bore a conspicuous part, are record- 
ed, especially that in which he lost his life.* It 
stands in the middle of a field or park, which is 

I regretted very much that we could not devote arotber day 
to this charming place, which may be justly esteemed the 
Montpelier of the united empire, and infinitely exceeding that 
celebrated residence abroad, in every point, excepting that of 
climate."— J. C. Currants State of Ireland. 

* On the 12tb ol September, 1814, in an acUon which 
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eodosed by a de^ foase and embanknimit* From 
this point several fine views to the right and left 
may be taken. Not &r from this is a handsome 
eofetage^ ereiited by the late Gteneral^ and in whidi 
Mrs. Ross eontinnes to reside during the summer 
season. In this direction also are the mins of 
an old ^ ivy-mantled castle/' said to have been 
bdlt in " days of yore," by (me of the lords of 
Iveagh — ^but at so remote a period, that even the 
legend concerning its lordly owner has been carried 
down tl^ ^ream of dark obHvion. 

The village of Rostrevor, situated on a little 
cove formed in the northern side of the widely ex- 
tended bay, which is codipletely open in front to 
the waters of the Irish Sea, is a truly rural retreat; 
lying at the foot of a beautifiil, romantic mountain 
of the same name, which is closely covered with 
fall grown oaks imd other trees of various heights 
and hues, and which forms a part of that extensive 
range of mountains which stretch along the shores 
of Mournfe, it is well defended from the severity 
and force of those storms which frequently sweep 
along the coasts of Ireland. From its little quay, 
a delightful walk, completely covered over by 
trees, conducts liie stranger for nearly a mile's 

took place between tbe British and Americans, near Baltimore^ 
in which tbe fortner were conspicuously victorious, the gallant 
General was mortally wounded by a rifle from a tree, as he was 
reconnoitrinfc the position of the enemy. He expired in ahout 
two hours after he received the wound. To Colonel Brook, 
who took the command, he observed — ''The wound I have 
received In the cause of my country costs me not a pang — I feel 
only anxiety for my wife and family, dearer to tne than hfe ; 
and I reootfimend them to my king and comitr).'* 
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distanoe along the banJcs of the bay, ^^uig to 
view at every fliep^ from aome new point> some 
prospect whieh had not pveviongiy attiacted his 
attention. 

In the immediate vicinity of Bostrevor there afe 
a number of el^^t residencei ; that which moat 
naturally attracts the observation of strangers is 
Topsyturvy^ a fine building which stands on the 
side of a steep hiU» in the constnietion of which 
uni&nnity seems to have heen avoided, and in the 
upp^ story of which the kitchen is situated. 

jNearly in the centre of the village stands the 
church ; and, a little way up the mil, is a neat 
^chooUhouse— and also the Roman Catholic chapel, 
from the west side ot which there is a delight&l 
view of the village. 

The traveller will observe, on the summit of 
jRoetrevor mountain, a stone of eaonnous siiee, ly- 
iflfg immediately above the wood : it is called the 
Cloog^bmom stone, and is generally visited by per- 
aons stopping any time in Bostrevor, as the pros- 
pect from it IS most extensive uid sublime. There 
is also an endianting spot dose by the village, call- 
ed Fairy-hill^— the scenery sunounding which is 
beautiful beyond conception. 

On the Hilltown road, about a mile from the 
village, are the ruins of the church of Kilbroney*** 
a structure of considerable antiquity. They are 
surrounded by ash trees of very u^gQ sise» some of 
which, having grown through the walls, and thus 
se^nin^ to support the tottering fabric, present a 
very picturesque appearance. Thare is also an 
ancient stone cross at this place* whidi b rc^garded 
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by the peasantry with peculiar veneration ; — and 
at a little distance^ at the foot of a gigantic ash^ 
there is a AofyyreU., which on particular occasions^ 
is resorted to by great multitudes of the lower or- 
ders. Several years since a Clog-ban^ or white bell, 
was discovered in the ivy which covers the gable of 
this ancient building, where it is supposed to have 
remained for upwards of two centuries, and was 
at length discovered in rather a singular manner-— 
the wind having, during a violent storm, shook the 
bell, produced a sofind which attracted the atten- 
tion of some persons passing near the spot at the 
the time. At KObroney are some exceUent bleach 
mills, and a chalybeate spring, which,' being con- 
sidered valuable, was at one time covered over, 
but is not now much resorted to. 



It will now be necessary to decide what route 
is to be taken, as several roads present them- 
selves ; — ^tho traveller may either return to Nar- 
row-water, at which place he can cross by the 
ferry ; or if he prefer the course ahmg the shore, 
he may continue to pursue it until he arrives op- 
posite to Carlingford, and, crossing there, return 
to Newry by the road on that side of the river, 
and from thence continue his journey northward 
on the direct line to Belfast ; by this means he 
will have an opportunity of viewing the scenery 
at the Rostrevor side in quite a different point from 
that in which he had previously observed it, and 
to considerable advantage, in a very short space of 
time. We would, however, advise those who are 
anxious to have at once the most complete, the 
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most diversified^ and the finest view of the beau- 
tiful scenery on both sides of the hsLj, to take a 
boat at Narrow-water> and row or sail down the 
river as far as Carlingfbrd. 

Immediately adjoining Rostrevor is the house of 
Mr. Ross^ the owner of the property ; it is rather 
an ancient edifice^ but delightfully situated at the 
foot of the mountain^ and surrounded by extensive 
plantations; it is but a little distance from the 
quay; opposite to which is a very handsome row 
of houses^ which has a very fine effect in the land- 
scape. There is an extensive salt-w^rk carried on 
in this place. 

After a drive of about a mile through an arbour 
of trees^ the tourist will perceive to the rights 
on the very border of the river. Wood-house, the 
delightful residence of Mrs. Revnolds. It is an 
elegant cottage, standing on a shelving bank, which 
overhangs the river. The grounds are elegantly 
laid out in walks and parterres, and adorned on 
every side with a great variety of trees and shrubs. 

From about this point the aspneot of the country 
completely dianges, being but indifferently culti- 
vated for a considerable distance along the coast, 
while the mountains are completely barren. Four 
miles further on is Belleview, embosomed in a grove 
of trees, at the foot of the mountain — ^and from 
this point the country begins affain to improve. 
Close to the shore is Ballyedmund, situated m the 
midst of thriving plantations; and almost opposite, 
in a valley formed at the mountain's foot, there is 
a Roman'Catholic chapel. Four miles from Ros- 
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treror the mountains assnihe a most cnriotis shape^ 
varying in tlieir appearance a$ the trareller pro- 
ceeas. At some distance to the rights the totirii^t 
will observe, standing close upon the sea^side, the 
massive ruins of Greencastle, formerly a place of 
considerable strength, and deemed of much im- 
portance to the English §j0vemment. Near this h- 
the light-house ; from tills point also thertrins oF 
the castle of Carlingford, on the opposite shbre^ 
are seen to great advantage. 

Car^ingford, situated at the opposite sidb of tlie 
bay, 18 a small totvn, cwitaining about tMfteear 
hundred inhal»tants. It stands upon the soul^- 
side of the bay, which is considered to^ be near^ 
ly ^re mile* iii breadth> and the same in' length, 
the water being in general suflicientiy deep t^ flbafr* 
vessels of the largest sise; but as the entrance' is' 
full of rocksi ana consequently found to be ratfieT* 
dangerous, comparatively few vessels, ejccept Whien 
driven in by stress of weather, come to anchor here. 
A castle and several ruined abbeys to be seen here, 
are worthy the attention of the traveller. Formerly 
the entire village was a collection of small castles. 
At one end of the town are the ruins of a once fine- 
monastery, supposed to have been built by Richard, - 
Earl of Ulster, in 1306 ; and, at the cither, an old ' 
castle, commonly called' Kiiig John*« Gastl^i and 
said to have been erected in the year 12101 It' 
was built on a solid rock, the walls being eleven 
feet thicki and washed by the sea on every side. 
This evidently had been a very extensive build-^ 
ing, and is supposed to have been originally erected 
to defend the narrow pass at the foot of the moun- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CABLIKOFOSD. 031 

tains* From the particalar fiituation of the town^ 
lying close to a very high mountain^ the sun is hid 
from view Beveial hoiirs before it sets in the ho- 
risoii^ during a great part of the siemzneF^ It i& 
not a town ot any. consequence^ being ^requentedl: 
chiefly by those who d^ in oystezs-^the place 
being £Eu*^famed for this commodity. Heie> howw 
erer^ the traveller can have a fair specimen of some 
of 1^ half'<:ivilized moontain natives^ hdi»ted in: 
sky-bine or light grey coats> red waistcoats* and 
breeches of the colour of the coat, readdng to 
the knee^ cottvse wmdlan stockings,, and thick uioes 
or bn^e»^^in. speaking, they have a strong pio^ 
vinciid twangs the native northern accent. Sach> 
in general, are those who come to trade in oys* 
tens, which they.biingi twenty or thirty miles into, 
the interior* During the season in. which oysters 
are not generally used, they carry through the 
country, lemons, oranges, and other such commo- 
dities. 



Having.seen every thing worthy oi observation at . 
Carlingford, if desirous of examining the many na- 
tural and artificial curiosities to be met with among 
the mountains of Moume, and to avail himself of 
the opportunity of viewing the fine, bold, diversi- 
fied soenery which presents itself all along the coast, 
the tourist may return to the Rostrevor side, and 
from thence continue his course towards Newcas- 
tle, Tullamore-park, Castlewellan, and Dundrum, 
coastii^ it along the shore, and passing through 
the vilLnges^ of Kilkeel and Annaiong, or he may 
cross the mountains by a road whidi, after passing 
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Kilbr6ney, is bleak and dreary^ and wbicli leads 
to Hilltown. 

Returning to the Rostrevor side> and leaving 
the shore to the rights the traveller will proceed 
along the road turning towards Moume-park^ Kil- 
keel^ and Newcastle ; and in this direction a to- 
lerably fair opinion may be formed of the interior 
of the country. Through the northern district the 
cottages and farm-houses have all the appearance 
of comfort^ and the land in general appears well 
cultivated. 

About fifteen miles from Newry, and two from 
Kilkeel is Moume-park^ the residence of Lord 
Newry, which lies at the foot of a mountain beau- 
tifully covered with trees of every hue. The house 
is a modem buildings and though plain in its con- 
struction^ has much of elegance throughout. The 
demesne is very fine ; and there is a very hand- 
some entrance gate^ adjoining which the tourist 
will not fail to observe a scene of the most pictur- 
esque description — the ruins of an old bridge over- 
hanging a rapid river^ whidi winds its silvery 
course through a luxuriant plantation — ^while the 
dark mountain^ crowned with tvood^ forms the 
back-ground of the picture. 

Ki&eel, which is about two miles from Moume- 
park^ is a small inland town^ having a handsome 
churchy a Dissenting meeting-house^ and a Roman 
Catholic chapel, with little! else particularly de- 
serving of notice ;— thence to Annalong^ a small 
fishing village, is five miles — to Newcastle six. 

About four miles from Kilkeel^ there is a light- 
house, a structure worthy of attention, being 120 
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distance of thitt^ xniles. 

Witihin a mile and a-halif of Newcastle there is 
a ^ace called the Oiant's 8teps; not far from 
wiuch, on the brow of a hill^ is a large hole^ re- 
seinbling the shaft of a mine, which is terrible to 
look into, and which is called Armur's Hole, ^om 
^'e circumstance of an old man of that nanie hav- 
ing been, about one hundred years since, thrown 
into it t^ his pwn son^^^he body was on the fol- 
lowing day discovered at St. John's Point. At a 
little distance, there is an extraordinary tunnel, or 
deep narrow cave, supposed to have been hollowed 
out of the rock by the constant action o£ the waves. 

The scenery which presents itself for several 
miles previous to entering Newcastle is of the most 
A^ignificeiit- description ; the r<^d, for a consider- 
Me distance, forming a kind of causeway or ter- 
ifiace, flind being in many places fifty feet above 
the sea— the waves at all times rolling with a hea- 
vy swell and deep roar, and dashing with violence 
fl^nst the rocks which gird the coast ; while to 
the left Slieve Donard, nearly 3,000 feet high, 
laises ita giant head above the rest of the mighty 
mountains of Moume, the acclivities of which are 
oecasionaUy almost perpendicular. Indeed, the 
strongest language would fail to convey even a 
faint idea of the majesty and grandeur of the 
scene, which impresses the mind with an almdst 
fearful sense of the power of nature's mighty Ar- 
chitect. 

The village of Newcastle, which is about twen- 
ty miles from Rostrevor, is situated on the mar- 

£ 
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gin of the shoie^ . within a quarter of a mile of 
Slieve Donard. The castle from which it derives 
its name, and which, it appears, was erected in 
1588, has been converted into a dwelling-house. 
It is situated on the verge of the ocean. On the 
eastern side of the mountain, immediately adjoin* 
ing the village, Grovemment is at present complet- 
ing a convenient quay, and a number of very ex- 
cellent houses have recently been erected here for 
the accommodation of persons visiting the shore for 
the benefit of sea-bathing. 



THE MOUNTAINS OF MOURNE. 
SLIEVE DONARD. 

Slieve Donard is supposed to rise nearly four 
miles in gradual ascent, while the perpendicular 
height is estimated at nearly 3000 feet. For many 
particulars in the following description of this and 
the other JVIoume mountains, we are indebted to an 
intelligent traveller, who, some time since, made a 
critical survery of the entire range, and minutely 
examined the several remnants of antiquity which 
are still to be met with on their summits. Slieve 
Donard is indisputably the highest of the whole 
range of mountains which extends from Rostrevor 
to Newcastle, viewed from which last place, an 
eminence on the side of it intercepts the sight of 
its top; but it appears like a huge cone, and a vast 
l^uttress to all the rest, from the adjacent parts. , 
Vxom the northern broiv of the mountain: iis^ues an 
oxuberaiit fountain, which emits more than half a 
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foot of water exceedingly rapid and pure. Thift 
stream and many others meet in their descent^ and 
form a river^ which^ running through a channel 
of white stone, by ten thousand diflerent breaks 
and windings, makes in summer a prospect of 
water-falls, cascades, jets-d'eau, ponds, &c. the 
most various and delightful ; but in winter floods 
the roar and impetuosity of this fall are terrible 
in the extreme. From the top down to the rocks 
hanging over the sea is one continued descent, and 
the lower parts, though craggy and rude enough^ 
are covered with hazel, holly, &c. those next to 
the sea-difts being old, bowed, stunted, and lan- 
guishing ; while it is worthy of notice, that those 
most remote, though situated higher, are flourish- 
ing and healthy; and all this on the face of a 
mountain exposied to a wide, open, eastern sea. 
In the descent southward, near the bottom, one is 
forced to slide down a sort of thatch, composed of 
fume, long grass, and juniper. 

DONAliD's CELIi AND THE CREEPING MOUNTAIN. 

St. Donard, a disciple of St. Patrick, is said 
to have spent the life of a hermit on this mountain, 
and built a cell or oratory on the top of it towards 
the close of the fifth century : the 34(h of March 
is sacred to his memory, but the patroii-day is the* 
25th of July, on which day the members of the 
Church of Rome here used formerly to dimb up 
the mountain to do penance and pay their devotions. 
On the summit are two rude edifices, (if they 
may be so termed) one a huge heap of stones piled 
up in a pyramidial figure, in which are formed 
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several cftvitieg j in tke^e tlie doirotsep j^^^ed 
thems^v^ in bad we^er> ^bile ^iltiey ^e^d mass; 
and in the centre pf this kfW .99 a .cave^ foimed by^ 
broad fl^t stones^ 90 disposed aa to ^upppprt each 
other without the help of cesp^ent. Tbfi ffihfiT edi- 
£ce is composed of mmj jP^Q^^i^ 9tQPe^ i»rrai^ed 
into rude w^ and pfurtitions^ fiaiM i^pels> and 
^iponstit|ited> peiji^ps, tlve profyitj 9^4 Q^ of St.Poi- 
liard. A dB^, nanromr yale diyid^a Sli<^ye Dotard 
from SHeve Sptavauj ox the jCreeping Meuntim^ so 
called^ beca^^ it must be pIi]Qibi^ i^ a c^ieeping 
posture ; aiid through this vj^le win^ tt pjretty aer* 
pentijie^tre^in, wh^fth discharges it8<>lfifttP. the sea 
to the .ea$twa^d «f the imamtaiAs, The. creeping 
mountain standi to th^ ^puth^we^t pf jfibis stream, 
mi presents |o ,the vietr^ hvge ^ook, rpfi«i5wbling 
^t a distance an old fortifijQatii&n^ very higib> oy^er^ 
hangings and detached^ aJ9 it wex^, fropi the ea^ 
em si£ of the mountain. After wn a stream 
rushes from the west side of the rock^ which shoot<- 
ing from the top falls in a large cascade ; to the 
east of which is a vast natural cave^ affording an 
entrance 93 yndo ajs the cave i,tself. 7hil &jghtful 
chamber h lijousd ydth feru^ grass^ and «ev^*al other 
mountain pLaoi^i iMul inhabited by 9 yast number 
of hawky^ ja^da\v.s> owl^, && and a^ the further 
end of it the light breaks in through natural ore^ 
vices. To the left of this you 4imb up ttiPough 9 
vef y narrow passage to the top of the roc]£, and 
ari^ve ^t one of the most beautiful^ most ma^fi- 
cent, and romantic apot^, that c^ well b^ con-* 
peived. Ypu there find that the poek ocientdoned 
is only the advanced part of a l^rgje shelfj which 
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projects at about half the height of the mountain 
with a sweep^ and leaves the space of about two 
acres on the top. Round the north-west, the west, 
and south of this area, the mountain rises to a 
great height, and stands like a vast wall ,• the area 
itself is sdmost round, and slopes gently from all 
sides towards the middle, where is formed a beau- 
tiful circular lake, as clear as crystal. To the 
west you see the rocky top of Slieve Beingan, to 
the east Slieve Donard's stately cone, and in front 
the ocean and the Isle of Man. There are several 
verdant vales to be met with in the deserts among 
the mountains, which, by the help of due culture, 
would be exceedingly fruitftiL There is a remark- 
able flat rock on the top of a mountain here, called 
by the natives Sephin, through which springs up 
transparent water, without any perceptible fissure, 
which never fails even in the warmest seasons. 

TULJLAMOBE PARK. 

Two miles and a half from Newcastle, on the 
skirts of Slieve Donard, stands Briansford, or 
Tullamore-Park, the delightful residence of the 
£arl of Roden. The park is finely wooded, and 
is watered by a river running through it, in a 
channel formed out of rocks, and precipices, and 
which passes under a bridge of hewn stone. . The 
mansion-house consists of one extensive range of 
building, nearly all on the ground-floor, and has 
more the' appearance of an elegant cottage, than 
of a lofty edifice ; — ^the approach to it is throueh a 
handsome Gothic gateway — ^and it is situated in 
<me of the most romantic spots that can possibly 

e2 
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be cpiiceived: To the {tqnt, $ full vleiy of tl^ ooeioi 
^ the Isle of Man^ anjd siuroanded m th^ other 
three sides hj the most megnificeiit mountaiii^ 
scenery ; rocks and precipicei, finely dpthed wi^ 
wood and het^t^^ ^d^wn which a river tumbles in 
^ thousand fantastic formB^ theii gliding amid bright 
green meadows> and iseen oo^asioiiaUy throiigh 
groves and plumps of stately and stunted tr ee s ■ ■ » 
the entire giving to the moiintain's steep and rugpt 
ged face^ as viewed from the wipdiowB of %hQ house« 
which has a front in three djre^ctions, the mtm^ 
sublime and beai|.tiful appeanmop. From the eaatr 
em front is seen a fertile valley, intersected by n 
Qiazy river, and skirted by barrc^a mountain&f, xuon 
til tne eye, in the distant prosped, reets upon the 
se^. Artificial se^ts, to which you are directed by 
fingfsr-posts, ])laced in different situations, haye 
been formed ia various parts o^ the grounds, iit 
such places as will afford the best views of the 
surrounding scenery. Under the shade of an an- 
cient spreading thorn<*tree, which forms an »bour 
arouaa it, a seat su&cient to allow three persons 
to sit down together, has been cut out af the solid 
rodn— -on the back of which the following lines, de« 
scriptive of the various views ^liuoh meet the eye^ 
are rudely engraved : 

<« Here, in fall light, tbe rnsset plains extend, 
There,* wrap'd in doads, the blueish hllld ascend. 
Even the wild heath ^Ift^&jn her porpto dyes, 
And, midst the desert, fnutfoi fields ad^.'^ 

Within a mile c^ Briansford^ in an easterly di- 
rection, at a place called Maghera, a neat small 
church has recently been erected^ dose by which 
are the ruins of a sunilar building of antiquity, and 
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an aadeat lrar|f«iig»piaee of oonsiderable ezieaaU 
There axe also the remasiw of a vomid tower here^ 
wliich was overtnmed during a Tiolent storm^ about 
c^t J years einee, and for a length of tiine laj mx* 
brokan, extntded tika a huge gnu- 

About two miles £ram Briansfivd^ in a nmllierly 
direetion^ is the toum «f CastleweUan, agreeably 
aitnatedoii the side of a amdl lake, > Though partly 
auxTofuded by moBOtains^ it stands in lather a con-* 
spicDous situation. The bov^es in this town are in 
general of a oomfiirtable descanptioa, and tolerably 
ajBofonn ; and there are several mills and bleach- 
greens in its innuediate iimghbourhood. At the 
tBOk oi fiUeve Nabt# a mountain in the vicinity of 
the town, and on tiie bord^^ of the lake, there 
is a splendid oottage, erected by the Earl of An« 
neskr^ with fine gardens and pleasure-grounds 
attached, and a beautiliil temple which commands 
a fine view of the delist Ail scenery with which it 
is snxTounded on every side. In the rare rises the - 
atunmtaia, finely dad in purple heath, while in 
its front Ues sti^tdbed in beauty a fertile country, 
richly variegated with all that can interest in the 
kodacape^^the flourishing mansion-^the ruined 
casde-^he handaome cottage— 4he boundless ocean 
^-the heath-dad mountain* 

CUOMliECH, 0^ HEATHEN ALTAB. 

On the road to Dundrum, near SHddery-Foord, 
there is an immense Cromlech, or heathen altar. 
It standa upon three large supporters, each four 
feet above the surface; tibe incumbent stone is 
fiat at top, but bellying underneath, fills part of 
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the space between the tripod. The upper stone is 
ten yards in circumference^ three yards broad on 
the flat surface^ and between four and five feet 
thick in the centre^ and has not above an inch 
dependance on two of the stones ; but the third 
which stands norths has a slope in it to receive the 
great stone. Near this stone altar is a circle of 
pillar stones^ and an entrance into it by two larger 
than ordinary set up edgeways. Another crom- 
lech, similar to the former, stands on a mountain, 
called Slieve-na-boil-trough, being a part of Slieve 
Croob, near a small lake, lying in the valley un- 
derneath it. This also is a huge gritty rock, in the 
shape of a monstrous coffin, supported by tkree 
feet like the former, and is ten feet, eleven inches 
in length, five feet over in its broadest part, and 
diminishing ^adually from thence to each end in 
a point. It 18 twenty inches thick in most parts, 
in one but eighteen, and in others two feet. The 
three supporters of this huge stone are proportion- 
able to the upper one, and the cavity underneath 
is such, that a man of six feet and a half high can 
stand upright under it. The cromlech, or heathen 
altar, is supposed to be so called from crom, bent 
or inclined, and ieac, a stone ; such stones being 
always found in an horizontal position, a little de- 
pressed or inclined at one end. There are many 
of these still remaining throughout Ireland. From 
a quantit^r of bones and black earth being general- 
ly found m the immediate neighbourhood of these 
rude edifices, as well as a hole of considerable size 
at the foot, as if to receive the blood of the victim, 
and the upper stone being so placed as to allow it 
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to fall in that) direction^ it is commonly supposed 
they were altars cm iiHtich the draids^ or pnests of 
a inpre recent era> peffonned tbeir religioiia eere- 
moniey. Of the practii^es pf ih» druids little is 
known i it is h^lieTed^ howejer* that they offered 
human sjiMTifiees u|ion th^ altsrs. The Sosudi- 
nivjm horde99 wk» ftt one p^iod had poss ewio n of 
a oQUsid^able portion of oi^r iei»94^ practised the 
^upei:«M|iou» xite^s of Qotbic P9gaBiani* On their 
altaiss ^heyJiiHfttlat^d busaaa victims; aodthi^ 
aresnid to.li^i^^ Aedi^t^d ih^ ^^th of their cap* 
tives^ afieertato^d kylafi, # ««mfi<^ to the god of 
war. 

iPeneatli .i^any qf thes0 rude idtars there MKre 
Qha»iher3 fumtm^^ti^ m& arched oyar> deep enough 
to admii; of a fMT^on etmdiog upij^t, and firem 
this«av^rua^ubt^raiieQus passi^, whidi led to 
an op^^ix^ at sqm& di^^t spot ; a^d it is ccmjec* 
tmred^ fy<$rk tt^ incpp^b^iut stone on s^me of these 
uumiSBae altoirs being s^ nicely bfdaaoed as to be 
easily moir^ at pleasure, that they were used by 
the heathen priests <as i^acles, to pronowace as i^ 
will of , heaven >rha^v^ they mi^t idease to dif* 
vttl^ or foreteL ^ In the chamber belpw>" ssya 
a wsit^r in thf Stati^ti^ 3«rvi^» spi^fddng cvf 
these relics of wti^y|ty# " Ihe druid might Eai*e 
hi^^ eonfedei;9jte, wh^t by h^f>w and awful sounda> 
coming as it wi^r^ ot|t c^ the bowels of the eart^» 
might CQnfir9» h^ 5!(^ord« of prc^h^J ^ forgiyeBes8« 
In sudi soUt^zy places s^ dark rqw^, l^ose wha 
cam^ to censujt 4;he onn^ and diy^ into foturity 
mi^ lie aloj^ ail nigbt> unli} tcarim would aefe 
thdr imagUiati^s to w^srh, aod di^eiu»0 be tfiilum 
&r 4iyiiie juDyipifation." 
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BEMABKABJLB CAIBN ON SLIEVE CROOB. 

There is a remarkably large circular Cairn on 
the summit of the highest part of Slieve Croob^ 
which lies to the north-east of Castlewellan^ being 
seventy-seven yards in circumference at bottom^ 
forty-five yards in circumference at top, eighteen 
yards in conical height on one side, and not above 
six on the other, occasioned by its being placed in 
part on the side of the summit. On the top of the 
grand cairn are twenty-two smaller cairns raised, 
some of them &ve, some of them four, and others 
not above three feet high. The stones composing 
this cairn are of various sizes, all portable, and 
mostly of the grit kind. Many of them are now 
scattered, and they seem to have been placed with 
more regularity than they appear in at present ; 
the mountain on which they stand is bo^y, and 
of difficult ascent. About the base of the coped 
heap are forty-two pillar-stones, some of which are 
pitched upright, and others lie flat on the ground, 
turned out of their places; one of which mea- 
sures fifteen feet in length, two feet in breadth, 
and one foot thick. In an adjoining field south- 
ward, are eleven of these stones, pitched upon an 
end in the ground, irregularly placed, and without 
any generafiy distinguishing form, the furthest* of 
which is three hundred yards from the cairn. Ma- 
ny of these relics of antiquity are still to be met 
with throughout our Island. There exist various 
conjectures concerning their original use. It is 
generally supposed they were the funeral piles of 
the dead, raised as monuments of distinguished 
chiefs. The custom was probably .first brought 
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into this country by the tribes of Scandinivia. ' By 
a law of Woden, the body was ordered to be burn- 
ed, and the ashes collected in an urn, and laid in 
a grave. The religious ceremonies of the invaders 
were generally performed on these heaps, in the 
idea that the souls. of the dead resided there. 
On removing some of them lately, arms of cu- 
rious workmanship have been found, together with 
the bones of animals, and part of a deer's hqm, 
the symbol of hunting, which it was customary 
anciently to bury in a warrior's grave. 

, ^_ <» In bis narrow bouse 

Soine warrior slne^ hejow— his gallant deeds 
Hfiply at many a solemn festival 
The Bard bath barped — but perisbed is tbe sonpr 
Of praise ; as oVr tbese bleak and barren mounds 
The wind that passes, and is henrd no more.** 

It is the same custom also which is spoken of in 
the iniad :— • 

" High in tbe midst tbey heap tbe swelling bed 
Of rising earth, memorial of tbe dead." ^ 



The castle of Dundrum, which is situated on a 
rising rock, and commands a fine view of the whole- 
bay, is itself a very imposing object in the scene 
which presents itself from Tullamore Park. 

Should the traveller feel disposed to continue 
his route along the coast, he may next proceed to 
Killough and Ardglass, between eight and nine 
miles E. S. £. of Dundrum, and alMUt six miles 
south of Pownpatrick. The town of Killough is 
pleasantly situated, lyiug along the edge of the 
coast — ships of considerable size ranged but a short 
distance fr<^m the houses. 
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About a qnort^r of a mile tentf Kilknqj^, iu die 
direcdon of St. JohnV Pdiify tlere ia a diiioiis 
cave, about twentv yardt km^, intb a windu^ 
passage two and a4ialf - feet broad^ end whick faasr 
three doers beside ther chief entn&ce ; at the ex* 
trem% is a dfcular chaikiber^ three yitf ds itt dia^ 
meter, in whidi is a &i^ 8pnog»^wellj clear as 
crrstaL There ie ako, at 'the ex^eoiity of a plaoe 
calied Ballyoam bay, under a hilli a beautiM grot- 
to, in wMch is a ireli seiwn feet deispi snppliM by 
the water whieh ooeesthivogh a vein of hme-stooe 
at the top of the cave. St. Soordin's well is also 
worthy of notioe. The water issues from a high 
rocky bank close upon the a&ore, giving 124 bed- 
heads in twenty*four hours, and neyer diminishes 
even in the driest seasons. Not far from this^ also 
on the verge of the shore, there is an oblong hole 
in the rock, which, at the ebbing and flowing of 
the tide, produces a noise somewhat resembling 
that of a hunter's horn. 

At low tide the strand is passable from Eailou^h 
to Ardglass, distant about one mile and a half, m 
whieh are to be seen llie ndilsof several old cas- 
tles, close to one of wMdi is a rans^ of buildings, 
234 feet in length, and aboitt 20 feet in breadth, 
with a batUetnciit on the side podnti&g to the sea 
breast high ; and anmnd which, mtder the battle- 
ments, is a pUxBbrm or terraoi^ to wulk <m* At the 
point next the land are three totvves, standing at 
equal distends. In the side next the sea there 
are no windows-— their place being supplied by 
spike-holes ; but in the point to the land are six- 
teen arched stone doors, with as many windows — 
the entire presenting the appearance of an exten- 
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sive fortified warehouse, or place where articles of 
commerce might have been kept and sold, secure 
from the predatory attacks of an enemy — being 
defended by the castles and flankers immediately 
adjoining. The contemplation of these ruins brings 
back the mind to those periods of the. history of 
the island, when the inhabitants suffered so many 
hardships from the predatory incursions of the va- 
rious hordes of marauders, who from time to time 
landed on our shores for the purpose of plunder 
and devastation, and who, having gained some 
slight footing in the country, endeavoured to main- 
tain it by the erection of strong-holds upon the 
coasts.' From the eishth to the eleventh century 
the inhabitants of the maritime districts of the 
island were miserably distressed by the sanguinary 
depredations of the Scandinavian hordes, who as- 
cending the rivers in their fleets of light vessels, 
laid waste the country wherever they came with 
fire and sword, most mercilessly butchering the 
inhabitants, without regard to age or sex, or car- 
rying them into slavery, and bearing away the 
plunder; but, besides the miseries which they 
from time to time experienced from the preda- 
tory incursions of these ruthless barbarians, they 
were occasionally much annoyed by the sudden 
irruptions of marauding parties from the English, 
Scotch, and Welch coasts. By these the castles 
along the northern shore are supposed to have 
been erected, and the extensive range of buildinjsjs 
referred to as having the appearance of merchants' 
stores are supposed to have been built by English 
or Scotch mercliants, who, while they carried on 
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a trade with the Bttrroanding inhabitants, were in 
continual danger of beii^ attacked by natiye chief- 
tains from the interior of the country. The struc- 
ture called King's-castle, had been yery extensive ; 
the other buildings, with the exception of Jordan's 
castle, which is much the handsomest, are plain, 
but possessed of considerable strength. Imme^ 
diateiy connected with the range of building, is 
Hom-castle, so called from the great quantity of 
ox, cow, and deer horns found in its vicinity ; it 
consists of two stories, and, horn the fire-places 
and other circumstances connected with it, appears 
to have been the kitchen and dining-hall belonging 
to the merchimtSb 

On the shore, within the N. £. point of Ard*- 
glass harbour, there is a natural cave, with a very 
wide entrance. It runs about twenty yards under 
a hiU of earth, and is divided into one large and 
three lesser duimbers. From the arched roof of 
this grotto hang lumps of stone of various figures, 
all ending in a drop of the stalactite description, 
soft, unctuous, and gritty. The sides are encrust- 
ed with extiUations of similar petrifaction — ^the 
entire forming a variety of grotesque and even ele- 
gant shapes and figures. 

On the west side of the road, leading from Kil- 
lough, are the ruins of Castle Serena, erected with- 
in the enclosure of a Danish rath, contiguous to 
which are the remains of several monuments of 
heathen superstition. 

In many places along the coast, the travell«* 
will notice a description of forts or buildings, call- 
ed Martello Towers. They are in general fifty 
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feet Id^f oonetmcted of cat granite^ cm a dnmlar 
base twenty-eight feet in di^eter^ gradually ta« 
perins to the* top^ ^£2^ which a long eighteeiv- 
pounder is placed, lliey were erected with the 
ayowed intention of gnardinff the coaat from the at- 
tacks at a foreign enemy^ althoagh oonmdered by 
many as being of very little use for such a purpose. 
Besides these^ there are also Signal Towers all 
along the coasts^ from six to eight miles asunder. 
They are a kind of telegraph, by which intelli- 
gence has been conveyed from the most distant 
part of the island to the Castle of Dublin, a dis- 
tance of 150 miles, in fifteen minutes. The height 
of the tower is sixty feet — ^t^at of the sigaal-pott 
sixty-five ; the latter resembling the maat and top- 
saast of « ship. 



DOWNPATRICK-^CATHEDRAL, ^c. 

About seven miles from Killough, on the south- 
em brandi of Strangford Lough, stands Downpa- 
trick, or, as its name imports, the hill of Saint 
Patrick, a lai^ inland town, which is pointed out 
by tradxtum as the depository of the bones of Ire- 
land's Patron Saint. They are stated to lie in 
the burying-ground of the cathedral, between the 
graves of two other eminent saints — 

«< Three saints do test on this holy bill, 
St. Patrick, Bridget, and ColumbkUl." 

And, as might naturally be expected, a number 
cf the most marvellous stories concerning his mi- 
racles, and ciher extiaovdinsry actions of his life, 
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are still related here by the common people — and 
particular places pointed out as the scenes of his 
wonder-working powers. 

Downpatrick, supposed to be one of the most 
ancient towns of Ireland^ is a place of considera- 
ble extent^ consisting of four principal streets, 
radiating from a point, from which a number of 
smaller streets and lanes diverge. It is surround- 
ed by high hills, which form, as it were, a kind of 
amphitheatre, and from which numerous fine views 
of the Lake of Strangford, with its many islands 
and peninsulas, present themselves. The town is 
distinguished by divisions, as the Irish, English, 
and Scotch quarters, &c. It is a Bishop's see, and 
is said to have been made such by Patrick himself. 
The ruin of the ancient cathedral, standing upon 
the ascent of a hill in the vicinity of the town, 
is a venerable pile, 110 feet long — ^the roof having 
been supported by ^ve handsome arches, which 
formed the centre aisle, twenty-six feet in width, 
aiid two side aisles, thirteen feet each — ^the tops 
of the windows, as well as the pillars and arches, 
and a number of niches in the walls, being adorn- 
ed with a variety of sculpture in stone. Over 
the eastern window are the niches in which the 
statues of Saint Patrick, Saint Bridget, and Ck>- 
lumbkill, are said to have stood. At the east end 
of the building were two square columns, one hol- 
low, the other solid ; in the former was a flight of 
, winding steps, which, it is supposed, led to the 
roof. Large pieces of stained glass and window- 
lead have at various times been dug out of the 
ruins — the glass rudely painted, the lead much 
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better than any now in use, being something of 
the consistency of pewter. In the vicinity of the 
abbey, several cells have been discovered, one of 
which was floored* with small painted tiles, in imi- 
tation of Mosaic- work, but the figures coarse and 
badly executed.* There is no monument of anti- 
quity remaining in the abbey, but about forty feet 
trom the cathedral there is a round tower 66 feet 
high, and 42 feet in circumference, the walls of 
which are three feet thick. During the reign of 
his late Majesty the cathedral was partly rebuilt, 
and partly repaired, and it is said to De still one of 
the finest buildings in the kingdom. About the 
same time an Act of Parliament was passed, en- 
dowing it with the sum of £300 per annum, for 
the support of a choir, organist, &c. 

The burying-ground connected with this ancient 
cathedral has been rendered memorable by a sin- 
gular act of perfidy, committed by his own vassals 
upon the person of a most valiant and diivalrous 
warrior, the celebrated John De Courcey, an Eng- 
lish Baron, who, under Henry and Coeur-de-Lion, 
had given the most incontestible proofs of his at- 
tachment to the English interest m this country :t 
On the death of Richard I. in the Holy Land, in 

• In 1538 this cathedral was destroyed by Lord Grey, the 
Lord-Deputy of Ireland; and three years afterwards it was 
laid as oDe of the grounds upon which he was impeached, and 
afterwards beheaded. 

f Not long after the first arrival of the Knglish in thb 
country, the province of Ulnter was granted to John De 
Conrcey, on consideration of his conquering it ; and in a 
short time a great proportion of its maritime districts was 
in his posaession. 
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tke year 1109^ Jobn Ettl of M^kreton, having 
usurped the crown of Enghind^ to the exclusion 
of the right heir^ Prince Arthur, his nephew, 
who, by his means, was subsequently put to death, 
I>e Couroey openly impeached John's title to the 
crown, at the same time expressing the honest in* 
dignation which he felt at his unnatural conduct. 
8^n:et intelligence of the Baron's words and feel- 
ings having been communicated to the English 
monarch, by Hugh De Lacy, another English Ba- 
ron, who had b^ succedsor to De Couroey, as 
Lord-Deputy of Ireland, and who was jealous of 
his' popularity, the King commanded hmi imme- 
diately to repair to England, to do him homage 
for his Earldom of Ulster. But De Courcey treat- 
ing the royal mandate with contempt, Hugh and 
Walter De Lacy were commissioned to seise the 
refractory Bar<m, and send him prisoner to Lon- 
don. They proceeded with alacrity, at the head 
of a ccmsiderable force, to execute their trust ; but 
De Courcey, after a sanguinary battle fought at 
Down, defeated hb rivals, and chased them with 
disgrace from his territories. De Lacy now de- 
notmced his antagonist as a traitor and rebel, and 
offered a large reward to any one who would seise 
and surrender him alive or aead ; and at the same 
time secretly practised with some of the Earl's at- 
tendants, who, by the promise of a large bribe, 
were induced to betray their master. While De 
Courcey, who combined in his character a spirit of 
the most chivalrous valour with an ardent devo- 
tion, was in the act of performing penance upon 
Good-Priday, by walking barefooted round the 
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chiirdi-yard of Down, his p^fidious fiervants toolc 
advantage of his defenceless state^ and rushed up* 
on their unsuspecting master* Two of his nephew^ 
the sons of the brave Sir Amoric St. Lawreuce^ 
flew to his aid ; and the Earl himself, seizins a 
wooden cross which lay in the church-yard, widd<- 
ed this singular weapon with such gigantic force, 
that he is said to have slain thirteen of his assail- 
ants. But his faithful nq)hews having fallen in 
the conflict, he was at length overpowered by the 
survivors, who brought him a prisoner to his im- 
placable enemy, by whom he was transmitted to 
England. The traitors met with the reward of 
such a service — Shaving asked for a passport to 
England^ Lacy acquiesced in their desire, and gave 
them a letter, with directions that they should not 
open it till it was demanded from them, nor ever 
return to Ireland. The contents were as follows : 
*' I, Hugh De Lacy, Lord-Justice of Ireland, ser- 
vant of my dread Sovereign Lord King John, to 
all that shall read these letters graetins ; — Know 
ye, that these men, whose names are underwritten, 
served some time Sir John De Courcey, late Eaii 
of Ulster, but now in durance in the Tower of 
London, and for a sum of money betrayed their 
master into my hands ; I deem them no better thaa 
Judas the traitor. How hardly soever I have con- 
ceived of De Courcey, I hold them a thousand 
times more damnable traitors; wherefore, let no 
subject within the King's d(Hnini<ms give them 
any entertainment, but spit in their faces, and 
suffer them to roffue about and wander like Jews." 
They were provided with a vessel to take tlji/epi 
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to the opposite ooast^ and a suificiency of provi^ 
sions ; but were allowed neither pilot or seamen, 
and being themselves unskilled in nautical af- 
fairs, were tossed about for a considerable time 
by the wind and tide, and at length driven into 
the harbour of Cork, where they had no sooner 
landed, than they were apprehended, and tried 
for returning to Ireland contrary to the Lord- 
Justice's or&rs, and by his command were all 
hanged forthwith.* 



Situated in various parts of Downpatrick, are the 
remains of four other ancient religious houses, none 

* The heroic De Courcey, being sent over to London, 
was condemned to perpetual iuiprLsonment in the Tovrer, 
from which, according to the £nglish annnlists, he was de- 
livered a few years afterwards by the foUuwing siug^alar 
incident: — King John beiu^ at this time in Normandy, a 
dii4pute arose between him and Philip, King of France, 
about some fortified town, and, as was the frequent prac- 
tice of that age, it was ap^reed to decide it by single com* 
bat. Much as John bated De Courcey, he knew that be 
bad no knight in his dominions on whose strength he could so 
fully depend. When solicited by a sovereign, from whose 
tyranny he had suffered so much, to engage in his quarrel, 
he at first refused ; but on being informed that the honour 
of bin country was at stake, he said on that account, and 
not for .the king, he would undertake the matter. He then 
desired that his own sword might be brought from Irelaad, 
and the rigours of his confinement being softened, and his 
strength restored by due care and nourishment, he departed 
soon after for Normandy. The particulars of this singular 
combat are thus quaintly given in one of our old chronicles : 
'* The day came, the place and lists were appointed, and 
the scaffolds were set up. The princes, with tbetr no- 
bility on both sides, waited the issue of the battle. The 
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<^ them^ however^ posRessing any reUc of greatness 
worthy of observation. In the town are several 
public buildings^ among which are the sessions- 
French cbampio^.first sallied forth, f^ave a turn, and rested 
ID his tent. De Courcey was sent for, who was trussing^ 
himself up with strong points, and answered the messen- 
gers, that if any of their company were to go to such a 
banqoet, he would make no great haste. He soon after 
came forth, gave a turn, and went into his tent. When 
the trumpet sounded the charge, the champions issued out, 
and viewed each other. De Courcey eyed bis adversary 
with a wonderful stern countenance, and passed by. The 
Frenchman, not liking his grim look, and the strong pro- 
portion of his person, stalked still along ; and when the 
trumpets sounded to battle a second time, ])e Courcey drew 
his sword ; upon which the Frenchman put spurs to his 
horse, broke through the barrier, and fled into Spain ; 
whereupon they sounded victory, and the people threw up 
iheir caps, and clapped their hands. King Philip desired 
King John, that De Courcey might be called before him, 
io show some proof of his strength. A stake was set in the 
ground, and a shirt of mail and an helmet placed thereon : 
De Courcey drew his sword, looked wonderfully stern upon 
the princes, and cleft the helmet, shirt of mail, and stake 
so far, that none were able to pull out the weapon but him- 
self. The princes then asked him, why he looked so sour 
at them ? He said, if he had missed his blow, he would 
have cut off both their heads ; but all was taken in good 
part. King John gave him great gifts, and restored him 
to all his former posssessions." An immense sword, said to 
have been used by De Courcey on the occasion, is deposited 
in the Tower of London ; and the Lords of Kinsale are pos- 
sessed of the right of wearing their hats in the King's pre- 
sence, on account of the exploit, real or supposed, per- 
formed by their ancestor.* 

• See " Staart'i Armagh," a most interenting work, well worthy 
the peruMil of such persoDii as may wish to become acquainted with 
the early period of Irinh histoiy, especially those parts of it which 
relate to toe province of Ulster. 
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botiae, the dni»clij tiie diocesan cieiioel^lMiise^ n 
bouse for dergymen's wichms, the Preflbyteriati 
meeting-house^ n tkHnan Catholic chapel^ a Me^ 
thodist ineeting.house^ a public market-house^ a 
gaol^ and a range of building erected for an hos- 
pital. There is a race-course> within about a mile 
of the town ; and in a north-west direoticm th«:<e 
18 a Fort or RaiA, the droamference of which niea- 
«ures upwards of 2^000 fbet— ^he tdnioal height 60 
feet — ^the diameter at top bearing a proportion to 
the other parts. It is surrounded by three ram- 
parts, eae of which is 30 feet bitoaa. As many 
«f these reHcs of antiquitj still remain in ^arioua 
parts of the country, a brief description of them 
may not be deemed uninteresting. They are ge- 
nerally formed in the shape of a eone, endbcted 
by a ^iitch ; some of them are a little flat at top> 
and plant^ with trees, while others are encom- 
passed with a fosse or deep ditch, with ramparts 
and outworks. The first description, those \diich 
oimsist of a plain mound of earth, encircled by « 
slight ditch, are supposed to have been used as ise* 
pulchres for the interment of chiefs and noble per- 
sonages. Those a little fiat at top, for omferences 
and meetings of the chieftains. The thirddescrip- 
tion, those with ramparts, a double ditch and out- 
works, for military purposes. They are of differ- 
ent sizes, some about eighty yards in circumfer- 
ence, some about one hundred yards, and ao eib— 
the size is considered to be proportioned to the cir- 
cumstances of the man or party who erected them. 
They are all made with earth, of a round shape. 
The last description are supposed to hare been buik 
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hj the native Iridic for the pratecticm of tiwinflelves 
and families i^aiast the frequent predatory irrup* 
tum» of those marauding parties^ who^ as we have 
already remarked, £rom time to time devastated 
the country. Into these forts were brought their 
caittle and moveables, so as to have them as much 
as possible out of the reach of /the invader. Some 
of them were sunmiBded by a building of stone. 
Mtaa^ imagine (that they were originally formed by 
tiie Danes, and therefore genera&y called Danish 
raths or forts. Thev are now hekl sacred by the 
oommMi people, and are supposed by them to be 
the seats of the fEuries or fallen angels, as they call 
them, and on that account they are net in general 
turned up or cultivated. Usually they were built 
within view of each other ; so that, when any of 
them was attacked^ there was a signal made for the 
rest to collect and rally round this point, for their 
mutual defence. 

A short distance ^om Downpatrick is the island 
or peninsula of Inch, the road to which from Down- 
patrick is by a causeway at the end of Coil or Quoil 
Dridge. In this island are the ruins of an ancient 
church and abbey — the church was in the form of a 
cross, some parts of which still remain ; at the east 
end are the rUins of three large arched windows, 
twenty feet high ; and in the north. and south sides 
are two arches, which also formed two windows, 
little inferior in aiw to the others ; in the south 
side are the remains of stalls and of an elegant 
lurah, en wluoh it is supposed the steeple formerly 
stood. Over the south door of another old ruin is 
a piece of rude seolptuxe. 
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In another direction^ little more than a mile 
from the town^ are the ruins of the Abbey of Saul^ 
supposed to have been one of the first of the mo- 
nastic institutions erected on this island. The 
abbey is said to have been originally established 
by St. Patrick^ in the year 432. From the vast 
extent of the ruins of this ancient building which 
still remain^ there can be no doubt that it was an 
institution of great magnitude. On the south side 
of the church there are a battlemented castle and 
two small rooms of stone^ about seven fe^ high^ 
six feet long^ and two feet and a half broad^— each 
having a small window ; these are now used as 
places of sepulture^ and one of them is closed up 
as a tomb. 

Could they tell of the fouDders of this stately pile, 

Each Father, each monk, and each scene. 
Could this quiet valley pre&ent for a while 

The viitioas of years that have been- 
Then there would be abbot, with crozier and cowl. 

And friars in cassocks of wjyite — 
Hark, bark, how a dirge or a mass for a soul. 

Yet breaks through the silence of night. 
They lived— and they died— not a name now surviving; 

The monk and the abbot art* gone ; 
This fabric, that sepulchred them while still living, 

Stands now as their monument stone. 



STRUEL WELL8. 



Should the time at which the tourist makes his 
excursion through the North of Ireland be about 
midsummer^ he will here have an opportunity of 
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witnessiiig the performance of some of those reli- 
gious ceremonies to which the lower orders of the 
people in various parts of this country are still so 
much attached^ although supposed by many to be 
remnants of superstitious practices which formed 
a portion of the religious duties of our heathen an- 
cestors. 

About one mile and a half to the east of Down- 
patrick, and within about half a mile of Slieve-na- 
Gridean, one of the most celebrated of the ancient 
Pagan high places^ is a hill of about 150 feet of 
perpendicular elevation,, called Struel Mountain,* 
which remains uncultivated, producing a little 
mixture of grass and shamrock, with a few haw- 
thorns, and an abundant crop of furze. At the 
foot of this hill, which is looked upon as holy 
ground, at about two miles distance, a monastery, 
built, as it is said, by St. Patrick and St. Bridget, 
formerly stood ; near which is a well, bearing the 
name of the former saint, and sypposed to possess 
extraordinary virtues, both in healing the diseases 
of the body, and in cleansing the poUutions of the 
soul ; a sacred stream, supplied by this spring, 
runs unpolluted by any other stream, until it ar- 
rives at Struel. It then flows through the conse- 
crated plain, by a channel covered over with flags 
and large stones, and supplies in its course two 
of the four wells which it originally fed. Two of 
these wells, which are in a higher situation, ap- 

♦ For many of the following particulars we are indebted 
to an article in the Belfast Magazine, a well conducted 
periodical, which we regret to find is no longer published. 
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pear to have be^i formed by hollowing out a little 
ground near the course of the rivulet ; while the 
water enters the other two hy spouts, having a fail 
of three feet into one^ and six into the other. To 
these there are coverings in the form of senlay- 
hoxes ; the covering of the third is of the form and 
size of a moderate pig-sty ; and that of the foujrth 
is a kind dF little cottage, consisting of two £^part- 
jnents. 

To this place about one thousand people resort 
everj midsummer, for the purpose <i doung pe&- 
ance. They come from all parts of Ivelandf aud 
even fpom France and Spain. Besides these, thece 
is idways a large orowd of 8pectat<Nrs, amounting 
probably to another thousand. For the comfort 
and acoommodaticm of both, a number of tents are 
^eeted in the plain, where whiskey is sold, and 
entertainment of every kind w afforded. The oe« 
remonies commence upon the Sunday pi^eceding, 
and commonly end upon the Sunday suoceeding 
midsummer-day. As it is not necessary, however, 
that each penitent should Cimtinue here during all 
this period, few remain longer than one half of 
the week. The latter half seems to be regarded 
as the more holy ; for the place is, during that 
time, more frequented, particularly on the last 
day, whi^ is for that reason called ^' big Sunday*'* 
No one appears to act as a general superintendajot^ 
but the multitudes appear to be left to themselves 
in submitting to the penance, and performing the 
ceremonies with which it is connected. 

The penitents all proceed in the first instance 
to Downpatriok, where each procures a portioB o£ 
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holy soil fipom tin gnnie of the patroa BaJat of Ire- 
iand. This grave k saad to be diidangBished £pam 
«11 die sunooadag baryisg-ground, by its never 
giving Unh to ^ ongie we«l> nor to any other 
Serbs than gnm and Aanwirk. From this place, 
hamog proraved a handful of sacred earthy they 
^proceed to some hoase in town where masses are 
:6aid every day during the Tredc, from morning till 
^;ht ; and after « short delay set off for Struel. 
T&e penanee begins at the foot of the hill, ivhich 
^hej dimb Bpon their bare asad bleeding knees^ by 
« steep and BtOBV nairov path^ originally intended 
as an emblem ol thenray that leuleth to eternal 
13e. A few, whose sins are of a milder cast may . 
Ton up tins path beiefbct ; but those who have 
3been gnilty «v black and grievoas offences, besides 
-cvaiwmig upon l^r knees, must carry a large 
rouA stone, widi tlMtr hands placed npon the 
hudSi of tihdr necks. When they reach the top 
of the hill, they run down at a quick trot by titie 
adaer side, and, returning to the naroow path, as- 
cend as before. This they repeat three, seven, 
inne, or twelve times, or even a much greater num- 
ber, according to the nature of their transgses- 
aions. The more respectaUe among them keep 
•dieir reckoning by beads ; while the poorer sort 
lift « pebble to mark each aaoent. After havine 
liias completed their nunds, they are next turned 
in what is called Saint Patrick's chair. This is a 
kind of chair formed of £aar rocks, so placed, ap- 
jMPrently hj nature, diat three i^ them serve as a 
OBck «od sMies, and the remaining one as a bottom 
to the seat* It stands about the middto of the 
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•mountain^ at a short distance from the narrow 
path. Each penitent takes a seat in this chair, 
and is tnmed in it thrice^ by a person who acts as 
superintendant of this part of the ceremony^ and 
receives a penny from each for his trouble. He 
resides in the county of Mayo> whence he conies 
every year : and like most of the peasantry of that 
part of the country, speaks the purest dialect of 
the ancient Irish. He boasts of the oj£ce haviz^ 
been in his family ever since the days of St. Pa- 
trick ; and accoroingly is well versed in the le- 
gends of the place, which he takes great pleasure 
in communicating to strangers. 

When this part of the ceremony is ended, the 
penitents descend into the plain, where they move 
round certain cairns of stones, some crawling, and 
others running, as before. Each individual, how- 
ever, must here carry a 8tone> which he adds to 
the heap. These cairns are in groups of seven and 
twelve, which respectively denote the days of the 
week, and the months of the year ; or^ as some 
will have it the seven churches and the twelvo 
apostles. Around these they go seven times, or 
seven times seven, and twelve times^ or twelve 
times twelve — ^measured as before by their variouji 
degrees of criminality. The next part of the ce- 
remony is to proceed to the large well, termed the 
body-weU, or, by some, the well of sins. Before 
entering it, however, they approach with profound 
reverence a flag of freestone, which is placed in 
the waU, and is possessed of some peculiarly sanc- 
tifying powers. This they touch with tkm fin- 
gers, and then cross themselves repeatedly^ and 
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thus become prepared for the purifications of the 
holy wells. If they can afford a few pence of ad- 
mission money^ they may enter the larger well, 
where they have a room to undress ; if not, they 
must content themselves with the second or limlh- 
well, into which they are admitted free of expense, 
— ^being obliged, however, to strip themselves in 
the adjoining fields. All modesty is here thrown 

* aside. As they approach the well, they throw off 
even their under-garments, and with more than 
Lacedemonian indifference, before the assembled 
multitudes, they go forward in a state of absdute 
nudity, plunge in, and bathe promiscuously. Af- 
ter such immersion, they go through the ceremony 
of washing their eyes, and conclude the whole by 
drinking from the fourth well, called by some the 
well of forgetfulness, and by others the water of 
life. 

Thus end the ceremonies of the day. Those of 
the evening follow, and form a remarkable con- 
trast. The employments of the day seem to be 

-considered as the labours of virtue, those of the 
evening are her rewards, by which they are amply 
compensated. Their eyes, after having been bathed 
in the sacred stream, instantly discover the flow- 
ery path of pleasure, which conducts them to the 
tents prepared for their reception, where they are 
supplied with copious draughts, of which the wa- 
ter of life was but a faint emblem. In these tents, 
and in the adjoim'ng fields, under the canopy of a 
pure sky, they spend the whole night, quaffii^ 
the soul-inspinng beverage, and indulging in va- 
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rious gratificatioos to whicii the time and place are 
feiyoarable; for it is understood, that while the 
jubilee continues, and as long as the happy multi- 
tudes remain on the sacred ground, they cannot 
contract new guilt I 

Precisely at twelve o'clock on each midsummer- 
eve the water was accustomed to rise and overflow 
the large well, and all its miraculous powers had 
then attained their maximum. In the days of 
Harris, the author of the History of the county of 
Down (A. D. 1744,) this object was effected by 
means of a sluice, which retained or transmitted 
the water at pleasure. Since the publication of 
his work, the sluice was withdrawn, and in its 
place sods substituted, which interested perstma 
removed with their feet at the usual time; and 
when the expecting devotees saw the water rising 
in the weUs, they attributed the phenomenon to 
Saint Patrick. A few years ago, however, a re- 
spectable inhabitant of Belfast perforated a part of 
the embankment, and let the water escape in an- 
other direction, and thus disappointed the expect- 
ants of the miracle. The wells, ^ course, re- 
mained dry ; and in the succeeding year there 
were but few visitants, comparatively speaking, 
to this scene of mingled penitence and sensual en- 
joyment. The following year, however, the pil- 
grims to Struel were aeain numerous. 

To this pool many mseased persons also resort 
from the remotest corners of Ireland, in the fullest 
hopes of having their bodily infirmities removed. 
The blind, the lame, and the maimed, and thoae 
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afflicted with varimu other diseases^ «peiid num^ a 
weary day in trayeUing to this woDder-working 
fountain. 

Concerning the institution of these ceremonies^ 
history is silent. Some of them are evidently of 
Christian origin, while others have a resemblance 
to Pagan customs, many of which had been early 
adopted, as improvements in the practices of the 
Christian church. The precise period when Struel 
acquired its wonderful qualities is not found in any 
written record, nor on any coin, or any inscription. 
But the Connaught peasant, who presides over the 
ceremonies of the chair, supplies this blank in his- 
tory, by the following account of their oriffin :-^ 
Our renowned Saint, after his arrival in this part 
of Ireland, was endeavouring to convert an old 
worthy of the tribe of Macl)hu. One day, as 
they were walking through the plain now csJled 
Struel, on their way from Ardglass, the chieftain's 
residence, to the monastery of Saul, MacDhu was 
so powerfully moved hj Saint Patrick's arguments 
in favour of Christianity, that he at length con- 
sented that he himself and all his family should be 
baptised, if the saint could at that moment mira- 
culously procure a supply of water. No river 
then passed through these places. Saint Patrick 
immediately struck him upon the foot with a white 
rod which he usually carried, which bound him 
firmly to the spot where he stood. At length, 
however, the rod beine lifted up, he walked for- 
ward; but a stream of blood flowed from his foot. 
The blood, after running a short distance, wns 
changed by the Saint's command, into a stream of 
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water^ whieh has never since ceased to flow. The 
chieftain and all his followers professed their faith 
in Christianity. The plain and mountain , toge- 
ther with a considerable tract of the adjoining 
country, were given up by MacDhu, for the use 
of the brethren of Saul, and consecrated by the 
Saint as holy ground. The whole tract of land 
was named from the river Struile, being a corrupt- 
ed compound of two Irish words, struth fuile or 
fola, signifying a stream of blood. 

In the year 1828, an effort was again made to 
put a stop to these ceremonies, which for the time 
succeeded; but they have since been carried on 
with all their former vigour. 

The traveller may now either return to Newry, 
or make his way to Banbridge, or to any other of 
the towns which lie between the former place and 
Belfast ; or, if disposed to shorten his journey, as 
there is not much worthy of observation on the di- 
rect line between these two places, he may at once 
proceed to the latter, especially as between it and 
bownpatrick a regular stage-coach now continues 
to run. As, however, some travellers may wish so 
to return, and as others may not be disposed to di- 
verge at all to the route along the shore which we 
have just been pursuing, we will now return to 
the direct line from Newry. 

The road from Newry to Loughbrickland runs 
through a very pleasing country, softly undulating, 
and beautified with several handsome demesnes—- 
but there is nothing upon it which demands parti- 
cular description. 
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Loughbrickknd, so called from a small loiigh or 
lake wnich lies south of it, situated eleven miles 
from Newry, and within two of Banbridge, is a 
small town or village, the houses of which are in- 
habited principally by persons of the middling and 
lower orders. It has a good church, with a neat 
spire ; and a Roman Catholic chapel has just been 
finished. 

Banbridge, which derives its name from a bridge 
which crosses the river Bann there, is rather a good 
inland town, having several very excellent houses, 
the residences of persons of respectability, and a 
number of bleach-greens in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood. There is a good deal of business done 
in it, particularly in the linen trade, for which it 
is a well-hnown market. The market-house is 
badly situated, and presents an appearance not at 
all ornamental to the town. The population of the 
neighbourhood is chiefly Protestant, for whose ac- 
commodation there are a parish church and a Pres- 
byterian meeting-house. 

A short distance from this town, there is a small 
lake, called Lough Kernan, rendered notorious by 
the circumstance of eighty Protestants having, in 
1641, been driven into it, and drowned. 

It may here be observpd, that any traveller 
wishing tor a good view of that portion of the in- 
terior of the North of Ireland in which the linen 
manufacture is carried on to the greatest extent, 
would do well to drive from Banbridge to Moy- 
allen and Oilford, a distance of about six miles, as 
nothing can exceed, in beauty and variety of scene, 
the vale winding from Banbridge to Moyallen, 
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timm^OOfofdh— the rising grounds adorned with 
woods^ tlie lower with numeroos extensive bleaeh* 
greens^ through which a gently meandering river 
winds its pe^eful way — the whole affording an 
extent of softened and diversified scenery of the 
richest and most picturesque description. 

In the northern ridge of the Moume mountains^ 
the river Bann^ celebrated for its fine salmon fish« 
eries^ takes its rise^ and flowing in a northerly di- 
rection until it reaches Banbndge^ turns the&ee 
a little to the west^ and, after a course of about 
thirty miles, falls into Lough Neagh, near Bun- 
foot Ferry, in the county of Armagh— -and, issuing 
again from the northern end of ti& lough, divides 
the counties of Antrim and Derry, and passing 
through Colerain, empties itself into the ocean a 
little to the north-west of that town. 

About seven miles from Banbridge is Dromore, 
a weU-built and rather improving town. Though 
it is a bishop's see, it has not any endowment for 
supporting cathedral sendee— -the Cathedral,* al- 
though s«nall, is e(»nmodioua and neat. The resi- 
dence of the Bishop, whidi is a very fine building, 
is near the town. There are two meeting-housea 
here ; a handsome Roman Catholic chapel, reoeot- 
ly erected; and a very neat school-house, built 
some time since by the Marquis of Downshire. 

It was through this town that King William 
marched on the 24th of June, 1690, to join his 
army ; and it was also in this neighbourhood that 

* In one vault, in the chancel of this Cathedral, four 
Prelates lie interred $ but there is no moiraineitt or imcrip* 
tton to record their names. 
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Uood was first shed^ in the yeftr 1688. The river 
Lagan^ which rises in the county of Down^ divides 
the town^ and passing through Lisbum and Bei- 
rut in its course^ forms the princi|ml boundaries 
of the counties of Down and Antrim^ emptying 
its waters into the bay of Carrickfergus. 

At the north-east extremity of die town is a 
Danish rath^ of considerable Iveight^ and of great 
extent*— the circumference at the base being 030 
feet — ^the conical height 80 feet> and the diameter 
at the top 63 feet> having a battlement encircled 
with a rampart between §0 and 90 feet broad^ and 
a spadons parapet ; the trench^ between 10 and 
12 feet wide^ termin€U;ing on a precipice, and hav^ 
iag a square fort, 100 feet in diameter. Prom the 
river lAgan to this ancient fortification, upon the 
ascent of the precipice, was a covered way, 260 
fe^ long, seven feet wide, and nine feet deep. 

About six miles south-east of Dromore, situated 
on a rising ground, there is an artificial cave, which 
is ive feet and a half high from floor to roof, and 
runs in a direct line frcrni north to south about 96 
feet, and being rather more than six feet broad. 
On one side, about 30 feet from the opening, a 
chamber branches off, twenty-four feet long, and 
six feet wide. The floor is sandy, but covered 
with water intensely cdd. 

The country from Dromore to Hillsborough, a 
distance of nearly five miles, is pleasing in its atw 
pearanoe, being well cultivated and planted m 
many places. Hillsbc»«ugh is a very handsome 
regulany-built town, with a magnificent market- 
hoase-*« highly ornamented church, with a lofty 
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spire — an old fort or castle^ now appropriated as 
an armoury for the yeomanry of the town — a neat 
school-house^ and a good inn ; — ^the habitations 
altogether presenting evidences of cleanliness and 
comfort. It is remarkable as the residence of an 
Irish nobleman^ the Marquis of Downshire, who^ 
by giving encouragement to his tenants, and living 
amongst them for a considerable portion of each 
year^ diffuses happiness and prosperity through a 
very extensive district of country^ which is all in 
a state of the finest cultivation — ^plainly exempli- 
fying what Ireland might be, were the lords of the 
soil to pursue a similar line of conduct towards the 
tenantry on their estates. The church, which is 
in the Gothic style, and having a quantity of 
stained glass in seven of its windows, is said to 
have cost the late Marquis of Downshire about 
£15,000 in its erection. It is approached by a 
long handsome avenue, having a range of full- 
grown trees on either side. 

The entrance to the Marquis's house and de- 
mesne is on the north-west side of the town ; the 
house, though extensive and commodious, is rather 
plain in its outward appearance ; the demesne is 
extensive, and vary beautifully laid out in groves 
and plantations ; and there is a considerable lake 
in the immediate vicinity of the house. 

Hillsborough Castle, an antiquated building in 
the Marquis of Downshire's park, is remarkable 
for being the place at which William III. slept, 
while his army Was encamped on Blaris Moor^ 
which is about two miles from Hillsborough, to 
the left of the Lisburn road, and has been exempt 
from tithes, &c. since the above period. 
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The town i9 finely situated on the saminit an4 
$i4es of a hUl> considerably elevated above the sur- 
rounding country. It comipands extensive views 
for many miles round — ^in a northern direction^ the 
town of Idsbumj and the Antrim mountains^ the 
l)ay of Carrickfergns^ twenty miles dist^t^ are 
distinctly visible. The manufacture of linens and 
muslins, carried on here^ affords employment to a 
yoj^t number of the lower orders in the town, as 
well as of the surrounding peasantry. 

little more than a mue from Hillsborough is 
the Maze*course, a celebrated race ground; the 
^mcse surrounds a hill, from the top of which the 
spectators can see the horses dunng the entire 
rajoe. 

Fonx miles from Hillsborough, and about nin^e 
from Belfast, i$ the large and populous town of 
liisbuxn.^ supposed to be the second town for size 
and commerce, in the county of Antrim, contain- 
ing about 1000 houses, and about five times that 
number of inhabitants. The streets are well laid 
out — ^the houses in general of an excellent descrip- 
tion, and having a handsome appearance. The 
church has a lofjiy steeple, and there is an orna- 
mental cupola on the market-house. There are 
two or three Dissenting places of worship, and a 
Koman Catholic chapel here, and at one end of 
the town a public walk and garden. The Consis- 
torial Court of Down and Connor is held in this 
town, and sits every Friday in the Court-house. 
Here is also the County of Antrim Infirmary, es- 
tablished in 1767> to provide medicine and medi- 
cal and surgical advice for the poor of the county, 

o 
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Altogether, the town presents a gratifying appear- 
ance of industry and prosperity. The linen and 
diaper manufacture is carried on very extensively, 
and some of the finest and most beautiful pieces of 
diaper ever produced in Ireland have been manu- 
factured here, by the descendants of French re- 
fugees. 

A tolerably fair idea of the general habits and 
manners of the peasantry of that portion of the 
North of Ireland of which we have been treating, 
may be gathered from the following description, 
taken from the Statistical Survey, and for the ac- 
curacy of wjiich tlie Rev. Grentleman who furnish- 
ed it, after a residence of forty years, pledges him- 
self.* Speaking of the lower orders residing in the 
neighbourhood of Lisbum, Hillsborough, Dromore, 
and Ballinahinch, he says, " They are a decent, 
industrious, well-disposed, and orderly people. — 
They seldom drink any thing, except at weddings 
and christenings, but milk. At fairs and markets, 
they regale themselves with beer and whiskey; 
but, though often elated on their return, exces- 
sive intoxication isliotcbmmon. The basis of their 
food is potatoes and oatmeal ; their drink, butter- 
milk and skimmed milk. Most of the farmers 
have salted pork, and many salted beef, for their 
winter's store ; and some occasionally purchase 
fresh meat at the neighbouring towns. Tea is in 
general use. The language is now the English, 
with a strong Scotch accent — ^in the middle of the 
last century it was broad Scotch. Whatever cus- 

* Rev. John Dubourdieu, Rector of Anaahilt, DioceM 
of Dromore, and County of Down— >1816. 
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toms peculiar to the Lowlands of Scotland might 
have been imported^ are now nearly laid aside or 
forgotten. One custom, however, generally pre- 
vail — the giving a merry convoy-home to the 
bride and bridegroom after marriage ; and the 
stru^le is often great between the mends of the 
former and of the latter, who shall arrive first at 
the bridegroom's house. Marriages^ in general, 
take place at an early period of life, so that parents 
frequently survive to see their offspring settled 
around them, and who, to accomplish that object, 
often divide small into smaller farms. Within the 
last thirty years, the progress of improvement of 
all kinds among the lower orders has been most 
striking. The greater proportion of the inhabit- 
ants are Protestant Dissenters." 

The marked difference between the peasantry of 
the province of Ulster and that of the other pro- 
vinces of Ireland, will not fail to arrest the atten- 
tion of even the least discerning. Of the former 
it may be sufficient to observe generally, that they 
are a fine, intelligent,* independent people, shrewd 

■ * To iho8e touristB who may be skilled in phrenology, the 
followiii)^ remarks on the Irish character, taken from the de- 
velopment of a number of their skulls, will, no doubt, prove 
Mghly instructive! To such as nmy not he hh»9t4 with h 
knowledge of this suhlime science, we should suppose, many 
of the observations will prove at least amusing. They are 
extracted from the Edinburgh PkrenologicalJoumaly Mo. 5. 
** In the North of Irehmd, so far as we observed, the head 
very much resembles the Lowland Scotch, which we regard 
8» originally Saxon ; the coronal surface (the seat of the mo- 
ral sentiments) is broad, the forehead moderately high, and 
the line before the ear longer than that behind, while the 
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in their observations^ and courteous^ without any 
thin^ of servility* in their manners. The men 
are in general tall, and square-shouldered, retain- 
ing in their high cheek-bones much of the charac- 
teristic countenance of their Scottish ancestors — 
most of the women well-looking. Their dialect, 

the base is broad enongli to |pve ao ample, but oot prepon- 
deratiDff, development of the animal propensities. The sioe 
is considerable : out of thirty-five individuals, between six- 
teen and forty years of age, observed in one place in this 
district, vie found thirty-two heads of the form now de- 
scribed, and only three of the Tipperary or native Irish 
shape, which we shall shortly notice. In Dublin we were 
forcibly struck \itith the smallness of the head of the edu- 
cated classes. The general size was decidedly inferior to 
that of the English and Scotch heads. — We had not antici- 
pated this fact ; and yet, }ifter observing it, and tracing 
the mental manifestations of the citizens of Dublin it appears 
completely to coincide with them.— We should like to know 
the average size of fine hats sent by the London makers to 
Dublin ; we anticipate that it is inferior to that of those sold 
in London and Edinburgh. We desire also to know the 
species of literary and philosophical works most in demand 
tor the Irish capital : we are told they are of th« lighter 
description ; such as are vivacious, but require little vigour 
or depth to cbmprehend them* In travelling westward, 
' the genuine Irish head appears in Kildare, and prevails in 
the other parts of Leinster, and also in Munster ; it is longi 
and narrow in proportion to the length ; and extends far 
behind the ear, indicating great combativeness and philo- 
progenitiveness. — Benevolence is not deficient; firmness 
and conscientiousness, especially the latter, are very gene- 
rally deficient. Cautiousness is not large ; and secretive* 
ness, although freqaently, is not usually predominant. De- 
structiveness is not as large as combativeness.— In the town 
of Cork, the heads of the lower classes are pure Irish \ but 
those of the better rank are mixed. We saw many of the 
form before mentioned as common about Limerick — many of 
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having in it much of the Scotch acoeat^ joined^ in 
many places^ to what might be tenned a shjorp 
provincial twangs sounds rather uncouth in the 
ear of a southern ; but the better classes^ speak 
very correctly, and are at once fluent and forcible 
in the mode of expression. Here we may, in pass- 
ing, notice a circumstance, tending in a great mea- 

ihe English and Scotch figure. Those of the court-hou!>es 
and theatre at Cork, presented heads decidedly larger than 
these observed in Dublin. - The great vmeration of the Irixh 
peasant leads him to worship the Pope and the priests, just 
as the same faculty, undirected by reason or revelation, 
prompts the Egyptian to worship the crocodiles. Their 
small conscientiousness gives a feeble check to lying and 
deceit, which, by polluting the fountain of evidence, ren- 
ders law impotent, and the attainment of justice nearly im- 
practicable. — We are disposed to ascribe the origin of the 
calamities under which Ireland groans, partly to the defi- 
ciency of the national brain. — The native Irish head indi- 
cates deficiency of reflective powers, strong animal feelings, 
and ill- balanced moral sdntiment.— Where such a people 
came into conflict with a race more highly favoured than 
themselves, but not under the influence of a perfect morali- 
ty, (which was the character of the English that subdued 
them,) their inferiority would provoke insult, while their 
animal feelings would kin«Me into a bitter but impotent re- 
sentment. — In thinking of Ireland, we are hpt to imagine 
the whole of it overwhelmed in want and crime : this is not 
the case. In the North, the people are intelligent, mo- 
ral, and industrious ; this more pleasing condition is attri- 
buted generally to the linen manufacture ; but we suspect 
that the effect is here mistaken for the cause. The develop- 
ment is in them decidedly and palpably superior to that 
which appears in the South ; so much so, that any tyro in 
phrenology may distinguish the races ; and, in our opinion, 
the linen manufacture, and all the forms of industry and in- 
telligence, are the growth of higher moral and intellectual 
powers," . 

62 
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6ure to account for the evident prdispeiltj of Bel- 
fast, in comparison to that of the metropolis:-^ 
While the peasantry surrounding the former are 
one of its greatest sources of wealthy those in the 
neighbourhood of the latter are a cobtinncd drain 
upon the city; — this lUfference arises from the 
fact, that the specie which the farmer obtaias for 
the provisions he brings into Dublin^ is generally 
absorbed by an absentee landlord^ without any por- 
tion of it beine left to contribute to the comfort of 
the tenant, and at the same time to the prosperity 
of the district in which he resides ; while a great 
proportion of the produce of the land in^the neigh- 
bourhood of Belfast is laid otit in the town for va- 
rious articles of dress^ and other necessaries, by 
which the town is enriched, d(nd the tiller of th« 
land and those about him rendered comfofirtaMe 
and happy. And until something similar to this 
is apparent in every part of our island, it will be 
vain to look for permanent tranquillity or content 
among its peasantry, no matter hdw good the laws 
are which may be enacted, or how rigidly they 
may be enforced. 

In proceeding from Lisbnrn to Belfast, we would 
advise the traveller to take "the old road," as it is 
called ; for, although a little hilly, it runs through 
a much more improved and picturesque country 
than tlie present maiUcoach line, which having 
been only recently formed, wants touch of lAat 
rich and varied appearance which the country on 
either side the old line possesses. Along it there 
are a great number of gentlemen's seats ^id villas. 
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and demesnes, well-cultivated and finely planted 
with timber — ^the whole possessing that beautiful 
diversity of scene which is always presented where 
the bounties of nature are improved by the perse- 
vering hand of skilful industry and art. 

To the left of the new read are the Antrim 
mountains^ a long continuous range^ stretchins as 
far as the eye can reach^ at the bottom of wmch 
are seen numerous Ueachgreens^ and the dwelling- 
houses of the proprietors^ which are in general 
whitewashed^ and give a very pleasing appearance 
to tlie scehe. Tke County Institution tw Insane 
Persons^ an extensive range of buildix^^ in the 
immediate vidnity of tke town^ a little to the west> 
arrests the eye rar several miles before entering 
BelBsist. It is a weU^oonstrnoted edifice^ admirably 
fHted for the purposes to which it is devoted-^eing 
built after the designs of the various institntieiis 
of a fidmikr de8mptioii» erected by Government in 
diifferent parts oi the country. Of its internal ar^ 
I'angements little can yet be said^ as it has cndy 
been recently finished. There is a spacioas area 
in front, which will serve as a galrden and exercise 
ground for the patients. x 

Although, frt»n the lowness of its situation, the 
town ti Belfast has firam a distance an indistinct 
and rather unpleasant aspect, still the view oonti- 
nnes to improve the nesver it is ajyfMroadied ; and 
we are sure ihe traveller, on eatenng it, w^ «gree 
with us, that it is a place of such importance as to 
merit in its description a distinct and separate sec- 
tion in a Volume such as *' The Nwtherh Tourist." 
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Belfast is decidedly the handsomest town in 
Ireland; and from the rapid increase in the number 
of inhabitants^ and the extensive additions which 
are daily making both of private and public build- 
ings, as well as from that spirit of improvement 
and enterprize which characterizes its inhabitants 
generally, there is every prospect that it will, in 
a very few years, become the second town in the 
kingdom, as to extent, commerce, manufeictures, 
and wealth — ^to which we may also add literature : 
for, although commerce and manufactures appear 
to be the great object of the inhabitants, still ma- 
ny individuals so engaged are endeavouring, by 
every means in their power, to diffuse a knowledge 
of the finer arts and sciences among the people at 
large. 

The town lies at the mouth of the river Lagan,* 
at the southern extremity of Carrickfergus Bay, in 

* Belfast i§ said to have derived its name from the Irish 
words, BeUa Fearsad, the Mouth of the Ford— there having 
formerly been a ford near to where the Long-bridge now 
stands. 
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a very low situation^ a chain of mountains^ upwards 
of a thousand feet high^ Conning in a north- west- 
erly direction, at about two miles distance. The 
prospect which presents itself from the town, in 
the direction of the shore and the long range of 
mountains, is peculiarly fine, uniting much natu- 
ral sublimity with numerous artificial beauties-— ^ 
the Lough, which djivides the counties of Down 
and Antrim, and which at its entrance is about 
five miles broad, narrowing gradually towards Bel- 
fast, is bounded on the left by the lofty coast of 
Antrim, and on the right by the shore of the 
county of Down, and is on either side decorated 
with handsome villas and whitened cottages — ^the 
sloping hills finely cultivated, and the more lofty 
eminences presenting a pleasing variety of surface; 
the shipping in the bay and along the coast adding 
greatly to the picturesque appearance which the 
entire presents. It is, however, a range of scenery 
which, from its great extent, renders the success- 
ful effort of the painter extremely dificult, as it is 
next to impossible to fix upon any one point from 
which a good view can be transferred to canvass— 
it is in the combination of the whole, rather than 
in] the perfection of the detail, that the lover of 
nature finds the charm here to consist. When the 
tide is out, the Lough, being at such periods ex- 
ceedingly shallow, presents the appearance of an 
extensive marsh, and forms rather an ugly feature 
in the landscape. 

Before the English Invasion, so insignificant was 
Belfast, that even its name appears to have been 
scarcely known-^he first mention of it occurring tn 
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the reign of Edward II. About • that period, the 
Irish having invited Edward Bruce, brother of the 
Scottish monarch, to come over and assist them in 
the efforts which they were making against the 
English, who were at the time endeavouring, by 
the most oppressive and unjust measures, to main- 
tain their unpopular government in the island — 
laying waste and destroying the entire country 
wherever they came, and causing the inhabitants 
to suffer the most dreadful privations; in 1315, 
Edward Bruce, as is generally known, landed at 
Lame with a considerable force, and joining the 
native Irish clans, drove the English for a time 
from their possessions; but having ultimately been, 
defeated in several engagements, he was obliged to 
give up the enterprise as hopeless, and with reck- 
less indifference to the welfare of those whom he 
professed to befriend, his army, by way of show- 
ing their enmity to the English, upon their return 
towards the coast, laid waste the entire of the 
country through which they passed^ — destroying se- 
veral towns and villages ; amongst others, Belfast 
and its castle, the latter supposed to have been 
erected by the celebrated John De Courcey, were 
totally demolished. 

In the course of the various attempts made by 
the English settlers, during the two following cen- 
turies, to recover their former possessions, the castle 
of Belfast, which had been re-erected by the Irish 
chieftains, was again twice destroyed; and from 
the year 1512 until the year 1552, the castle and 
town appear to have been completely forsaken. At 
that period the former was again put into a state 
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of defence by the Lord Deputy of Ireland^ who, in 
the same year, granted it to one of the O'Neill 
family, who retained it but a short time, he having 
in the year 1555 fallen in an engagement with a 
party of the Scots, who had made an incursion in- 
to that part of the country. 

In the year 1612, the town of Belfast, together 
with the manor and castle, and some large estates, 
were granted by James I. to Sir Arthur Chichester, 
then Lord-Deputy ; and in the year following, it 
was raised into a corporation by a charter from the 
same monarch — ^the sovereign and burgesses being 
empowered to hold a court of record, and to enact 
various laws for the well-being and improvement 
of the town, as well as to return two Members to 
Parliament. By this charter, permission was also 
given to embody a guild of merchants; and it would 
appear that at one time great importance was at- 
tached to the creation of freemen, fees being paid 
on admission, or the title being given as an honor- 
ary mark of distinction. The sovereign and bur- 
gesses assembled regularly at the tholsel or town- 
house, to make laws for the government of the 
borough. These customs have long since been laid 
aside, nor are there at present any freemen or 
guilds of trade, nor even a town-house, in which 
the corporation might assemble. Prom the period 
at which the town was given to Lord Chichester, 
and formed into a corporation, its rising prosperity 
may be noted — several favourable circumstances 
having concurred about this time to conduce to 
this important result : the introduction of Scotch 
and English settlers into the North of Ireland, 
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the fiumerous^ Presbyterian settlements by which 
the town was in a short time surrounded, and the 
purchase &om the corporation of Carrickfergus, by 
the Earl of Strafford, in the year 1637, of several 
Qf the monopolies which they enjoyed to the de- 
triment of Belfast, amongst others, the privilege 
of receiving one-third of the duties payable upon 
goods imported into that town. From this latter 
measure the most important results accrued to 
Belfast — a great proportion of the trade of Car- 
rickfergus having been almost immediatdiy trans- 
ferred to it. As to the former circumstance, the 
settlement of Ulster with Protestants from Eng- 
land and Scotland, may in a great measure be at- 
tributed the vast difference that exists betwe^i 
the inhabitants of the North of Ireland^ and those 
of the other districts of the country, a few parti-* 
Qulars relative to this important and politic mea- 
sure of James I. will not, we trust, be deemed 
uninteresting :— 

In the year 1607^ Government having received 
intimation, by a letter dropped in the Privy Coun- 
cil Chamber, that a rebellion, headed by the Earls 
of Tyrone and Tyrccmnel, and many other lords 
and gentlemen of the North, was on the eve of 
bursting forth, prepared to take measures accord- 
ingly. On which the two noblemen referred to^ 
finding that their plans were discovered before they 
were sufficiently ripe for execution, fled to the 
Continent, thereby forfeiting their vast estates. 
In the course of the following year^ Sir Cahir 
O'Ddiierty having also risen in rebellion at the 
head of a large f^rce^ and being kiUed by an acci- 
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dental shot^ a still larger qnantiity of land was l«ft 
at the disposal of the crown. The forfeited lands 
in all amounted to about 500^000 acres. King 
James, anxious for the settlement of the country, 
after consulting with Sir Arthur Chichester, the 
Lord-Deputy, and several great men of that day, 
finally resolved that the setUers should be brought 

Erincipally from Scotland. As Boon as the Ki^s 
itention on this point had been made known, the 
Scotch came over in great numbers, and being 
Presbyterians, they brought their own ministers 
along with them. As the Non-conformists were 
not tolerated at the time in England, many of 
these also availed themselves of the opportunity 
which was offered of escaping from under the in- 
ilaence of those severe laws whidi had been pass^ 
ed against them ; and as there was not at the 
time any Church of England clergymen to dis- 
pute their right and title to the church lands and 
tithes, wherever a Presbyterian minister was set- 
tled, he became to all intents and purposes the 
rector of the parish, occupying the glebe lands and 
house, and exercising all the rights and privil^res 
of a regular incumbent-^---at the same time receiv- 
ing ordination from the hands of the Episcopal 



bishops, and being under their jurisdiction. This 
Qiiwiiiftr cincumstance is accounted for in two ways 
.-^hnt, the miserable and extraordinary state of 



the couatry at the time they came over ; and se- 
oendly, by the supposition that they were favour- 
ed^ as regarded the Act of Uniformity, by the 
then existing bishops, who were both Scotchmen, 
Knox, of Raphoe, and Echlin, of Down, together 

H 
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with the influence of Archbishop Ussher, who was 
decidedly favourable to every measure that had for 
its object the extension of true religion throughout 
the land,* 

The rebellion raised by Sir Cahir O'Doherty 
only continued five months. It was^ however^ a 
bloody and destructive one^ marked by the basest 
treachery and cruelty on his part. The following 
anecdote^ taken from Cox's Hibernia AngUcana, 
concerning this chieftain^ will afford a pretty good 
idea of the wretched state of the country at this 
period : — " After the death of Sir John O'Doherty, 
Cahir, his son, pretended sreat inclinations toward 
the English, and was made in consequence a Jus- 
tice of Peace ; he contracted an intimate friend- 
ship with the English, and particularly with Cap- 
tain Hart, Gk)vemor of Culmore, near Derry. On 
a certain day. Sir Cs^ir invited Captain Hart 
to dinner, and he left his fort, and came, with 
his wife and his little child (to whom Sir Cahir 
was godfather,) to the chieftain's feast. After din- 
ner, O'Doherty arose and called Hart aside, and 
plainly told him that he hated the English, that 
he must be revenged, and that he should have Cul- 
more : ' Quietly, Captain Hart, surrender it to 
me, or yourself, your wife, and child, shall die,' — 

* An extraordinary instance of the ^ood nndersfanding 
which existed between the two churches is recorded: Mr* 
Blair, the Presbyterian minister of Bangor, having, by the 
desire of the Bishop of Down, preached before the Jadge 
of Assize, on Easter-day, f^crupled to administer the sacra- 
ment according to the Liturgy ; at his request, however, a 
cleri^yman of the Establishment administered it after the 
sermon was over. 
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and immediately a band of vrrned kerns rnshed 
into the room. Hart kept his courage ; and Sir 
Cahir ordered his men to execute him. Just at 
this moment in rushed Hart's wife and lady 0'Do« 
herty^ and^ urged by the entreaties of the women^ 
O'Doherty was dissuaded from the murder. He, 
therefore^ sent Captain Hart out of the room, well 
guarded ; and then, addressing his wife, he said^ 
'Madam, go instantly off to Culmore, with this 
band of soldiers ; get them peaceable entrance into 
the fort, or your husband and child will cease to 
live/ The woman, terrified, submitted to the un- 
dertaking. She went with the rebels to the castle 
that night, told the sentry that the Captain, her 
husband, had broken his leg, and the man with- 
out scruple admitted her and her party into the 
place. The consequence was, the murder of the 
whole garrison. Hart's life was saved, but he was 
ntterly ruined." 

The dreadful effects of the warfare carried on be- 
tween the native chieftains and the English who 
had taken possession of the country, may easily be 
gathered from the strong language in which the 
miseries of the people are depicted by the writers 
who profess to give a history of the country at the 
time. The Lord-Deputy and other English com- 
manders in Ulster, in order, by driving the rebels 
to the utmost extremity, to force them to submis- 
sion, proceeded to bum the houses of the Irish, 
with all com and other grain, that they could not 
use or carry off; and in furtherance of this work 
of destruction, the troops, under Sir Arthur Chi- 
chester's orders, laid waste the surrounding coun- 
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try. 1 
hill to ] 



The anforttUMte natives were hunted firom 
I hill, and from cme fastness to another^ as 
though they had been so many beasts g£ prey ; and 
when they perished by iamine^ or were slain by 
the musket or the sword, their dead carcases were 
allowed to remain unburied in the open fields, and 
along the roads and highways. Fynes Moryson^ 
who was himself an actor in the appaUing scenes 
of which he speaks, gives it as a fs!ct, that '^ be- 
tween TuUoghoge and Toome, there lay unburied 
a thousand dead ; and that since they (the £ng« 
lish) had first drawn towards the Biackwater, (in 
the year in which he wrote,) there were above 
three thousand of the natives staarved in Tyrime.'^ 

* The same alithor states a fact, whrch he asserts to have 
tKUAe wider tlie obserf ation of Sir Artkwr Clikliester, aod 
the other English ooaimaiidaEiits, who had been sent against 
Brian M'Art : *^ Three children, the eldest not above ten 
years old, all eating and gnawing with their teeth the en- 
trails of their dead mother, on whose flesh they had fed 
ttrenty days past, imd havrif^ eaten from her feet upward, 
to the' bare boles, roasting it contfinuaUy by a slow ftre, 
were new ooine io the «ating of her entrails 1 '' And he sub-, 
joins, *' That some old women, living near Newry, used to 
make a fire in the fields ; and divers little children, driving 
out the cattle in the cold momini^j, aad coming thither to 
warm them, were by tbeni surprised, killed, aad eaten.^- 
Tfae chikken*8 skuUs and bones being fonnd, some wonen 
were convicted and executed for ihe crime." He further 
states, ** That no spectacle was more frequent in the ditched 
of towns, and especially in wasted countries, than to see 
mo^itndes of these poor people dead, with their tnontbs aTI 
ooloared green, by eating nettles, docks, and all things 
they could rend up above ground.** 

That this state of extreme wretchedness was not confined 
to Ulster, but was generally experienced throughont the 
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The means taken by the Presbyterian ministers 
to produce a moral renovation among the native 
inhabitants^ appear to have been productive of the 
very best results. They held a monthly meeting 
at Antrim^ for the purpose of consulting on the 
best measures for the attainment of the object they 
had in view^ the cherishing of piety in their seve- 
ral congregations^ and the propagation of it through 
the whole country. By these means^ says an eany 
writer, a very coarse people were brought in, not 
only to be wonderfully civilissed, but many of them 
became serious Christians, resorting from all quar-» 
ters of the country to these monthly meetings, and 
to the quarterly communion then in use. 

Between the bishops and telergy of the Episcopal 
Church, and the Presbyterian ministers, the most 
perfect cordiality and good feeling continued to 
subsist, until the meddling and ambitious spirits 

whole country, is evident from the following observations 
of Spenser, the poet and historian ; — Speaking of the hap- 
less natives of Mnnster, he says, ** Ere one year and a half, 
thoy were brovght to such wretchedness, as that any stony 
heart would have ro^d the same. Out of overy coroer of 
the woods and glynnos, they came creeping forth upon their 
hands, for their legges could not bear them. They looked 
like anatomies of death-^they spake like ghosts crying out 
of their graves. Tifey did eate the deadie carions — happy 
where they could find them ; yea, and one another soon af* 
ter^ insomuch, as the very carcasses they spared not to 
scrape out of their graves $ and if they found a plot of wa« 
tercresses or shamrocks, there they flocked, as to a feast, 
for the time, yet not able to continue long therewithal, thai 
in a abort space, there were none almost left, and a most 
populous wad p^n^iful country suddenly left void of man 
and beast." 
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of Strafford and Laud once more roused the de- 
mon of Non-conformity^ and stirred up those strifes 
and dissensions with which the country was dis- 
tracted for so many years. The bishops who had 
ordained and inducted the Presbyterian ministers 
were now obliged to suspend them ; and it only 
remained for the usurper completely to deprive 
them of those privileges of which they had in re- 
ality been previously despoiled by the very indi- 
viduals who should have been their sunporters ; 
the circumstance which induced Cromwell to treat 
them as he did^ being proof sufficient that they 
deserved better treatment at the hands of Govern- 
ment than they had received. They would not 
acknowledge the Protector — and still continued to 
pray for the King and his restoration^ evincing^ as 
appears from the " Bangor Declaration/' the most 
determined opposition to the Parliamentary Oli- 
garchy. Although, at the Restoration, the eject- 
ed Presbyterian clergy still remained excluded, as 
a mark of approbation for their loyal and uncom- 
promising conduct, a considerable sum was voted 
for their support ; after the Revolution this was 
increased to £1200 per annum ; and at present 
the sum allowed for Ulster alone is £15,000. 

The miseries to which the Protestant settlers^ 
who were brought ov«r by James, were subjected^ 
as well as of the description of enemy with whom 
they had to contend, in order to secure them- 
selves in the possession of the properties allotted 
to them in the various districts of Ulster, may be 
conceived from the following historical sketch, ex- 
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tracted from a little volume* lately published : — 
'* The man who showed us the Rock of Down," 
says the writer, " pointed out the spot on which 
the last of the O'Donnels, who retained his chief- 
tainry in this district, lost his life : he was killed 
as he leaned over the rock, by a caliver or long 
gun, fired at him by a Scot, from one of the adja* 
cent hills. The Scots, in James's time, had pos- 
sessed themselves of the valleys of Tpconnel— 
The O'Donnels had joined O'Neil in the great re- 
bellion in Elizabeth's reign : time aftcn' time had 
they rebelled, and still, when worsted and wasted, 
they submitted. All the chieftains of the former 
family were (as Sir Henry Dockwra describes 
them,) proud, valiant, miserable, tyrannous, im- 
measurably covetous, without any knowledge of 
God, without any civility towards man. The in- 
dividual I speak of was a gigantic man ; he was 
called Hugh Ruah Garriff, or Hugh the Red and 
Rude. When James granted to his ^eivoured coun- 
trymen all the fertile lands in the Norths— when 
all the valleys of Tyrconnel were entered on by 
men as brave as the natives, but more steady, 
more intelligent, and consequently with more mo- 
ral strength — firm, combined, and prudent men ; 
the Irish, of course, fled before such an ascendan- 
cy ; it was like the retreat of the black Irish rat 
before its more hardy and greedy rival of Norway. 
Though Hugh Ruah Garriff O'Donnel fled, with a 

• *<Sketcbefl in Ireland,*' by the Rev. Casaar Otway— 
a 01091 descriptive and highly entertainini; work, hoth as re- 
gards the natural beauties of the country, and the manners 
of the people. 
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few faithfol gallowglasses, to the strong holds of 
Down^ he retired to fight and straggle for exist* 
ence where his people in all their generations were 
crowned: thence he made his incursions on the 
hated Scots ; he was the curse and the scourge of 
the valley of Lennan. — ^In the midst of the night 
he attacked^ in his absence^ a Scotsman's bawn ; 
he drove off his cattle^ and slaughtered his wife 
and children^ and made hispleasant homestead a 
heap of smoking ruins. The Scot> far from his 
native land^ was left alone in the world, with- 
out property^ or kindred^ or home — ^nothing could 
he call his own but his ma and his dirk. His 
heart seared to every feding but revenge, daily 
retired to the woodea hills that run parsdlel with 
the Rock of Down ; and from thence he trusted^ 
with his true gun, to reach the man who had be- 
reaved him of all that left life worth struggling 
for. There^ under cover of a rock^ this gun rest- 
ing on the branch of a stunted oak^ he waited day 
by day, with all the patience of a tiger in his lair. 
O'Donnel was a man to be si^alled in a thousand 
— ^his height^ his bearings his Spanish hat with 
the heron's plume ; even the high breastwork that 
was added to the natural defences of the rockj 
could not hide him £rom observation ; and on Holy 
Thursday, as he rested on the southern battle- 
ment, observing the pilgrims going their rounds 
about the holy well under the Rock, and as he 
was chatting and laughing with his followers^ the 
Scot applied the fire to his levelled match-lock, 
and the bullet shattered to atoms the chieftain's 
skull. His followers were panic-struck — they 
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Xhav^t th9 whide rmng pf tke Sootcbmen was on 
them: tbef deserted the fortresg^ and ied far 
baok into the dktftHt nieiiBtaiiis and fastaiesses of 
th^ coua^y> far from the valley of Lensan-— and 
the Presbyterians ever after held their lands in 



With fhU ihe advantages/ however^ that resoltr 
^ fyem the setdement of l^e Scets in Ulster, and 
from the other circamstances we have already alf 
luded to^ more than a eentnry elapsed^ before any 
great impvovement was observable in the town <xf 
Belfaat. This may be^ p^haps, rightly attributed 
to the many 'destructive wars which took place in 
Ireland^ in 1641^ and stibse^i^ent years.* In se- 
veral of these commotions^ its inhabitiuits had a 
more than ordi^ary share. 

In the year 16^. the Mun of £1000 was given 
by King Charles towards the better fortifying of the 
town--0nd shortly siUsr £300 were sent to C!olonel 
Chicbester by the Lord Lieutenant for its protee- 
tion memBt the Covenanters. It was> however, 
tidien by stratagem by G^eneral Monroe, who had 
been appoiivted to tbUe eemmand of the forces in 

• AOer the reb«tlioD of 1041, the fiorfeitiires of Mteies 
were to sueh an extent, and so numerous, as to reduce the 
value of land to a uere nominal price. In Ulster, one thou- 
sand acres were given to any person subscribing j^OO $ in 
Leinster, a like quantity ibr £600 ; in Munater, for £450; 
and in Conmivg bt, for £860. Various estimates have been 
made of the number of Protestants who became victims 
io the sanguinary spirit manifested at this period throughout 
the island. Sir William Petty, who surveyed the whole 
kingdom shortly after that evenf i oiakes them amount to 
about .tbirtv^uven thoawiid. 
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Ulster by Parliament. In the space of six years^ 
it was four times besieged ; the last time in 1648^ 
by an officer sent by Oliver Cromwell, for the 
purjpose of constraimng the inhabitants to submit 
to his goveminent. 

In the beginning of the year 1689> an address 
having been presented by the inhabitants of the 
Nwth of Ireland to Wifliam Prince of Orange^ 
then in England^ expressive of their decided ap- 
probation of the measures in which he had engag- 
ed for the establishment of a Protestant Govern- 
ment throughout these realms, and offering to lend 
him their utmost support in his endeavours to 
secure his dominion in this country^ on the Idtb 
of August in that year, Duke Schomberg arrived 
in Belfast Bay, with an army of 10,ObO men* 
Haying landed his troops at Bangor, on the fol- 
lowing day he sent forward a regiment to take pos- 
session of' Belfast in the name of King William, 
and, shortly after following himself, was imme- 
diately joined by the merchants and other influen- 
tial inhabitants of the place, many of whom had 
been previously afraid publicly to avow their real 
sentiments. 

An extraordinary and fatal sickness with which 
his army was soon after visited, while lying 
encamped at Dundalk, spread itself among the 
inhabitants of Belfast, to the hospital of which 
many of the sick soldiers had been removed ; and 
great numbers of the latter, as well as of the 
townspeople, were carried off during the winter ; 
in the hospital alone nearly 4000 persons are said 
to have fallen victims to this dreacuul disease. 
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In the year 1090, William's anny having been 
strengthened hj continued reinforoements, on the 
14th of June, m that year, his Majesty landed at 
Carrickfergos, and on the same day proceeded to 
Belfast, having been met on his way Dy Duke Scom- 
berg, and a number of gentlemen of rank and pro- 
perty. In Bel&st he was received with every de-^ 
monstration of joy and gratitude, by the corpora- 
tion and a vast number of people, who had assem- 
bled to welcome his comme among them. His 
Majesty remained live days m Belfast, consulting 
on the best mode of conducting his future opera- 
tions ; and during his stay he received an address 
from the Episcopal Clergy, and one in the name 
and on behalf of all the members of the Presbyte- 
rian body then in Ulster. 

On the 19th of June King William left Belfast 
to join his army ; and on his arrival at Hillsbo- 
rough, he issued an order to the Collector of Bel- 
fast, for the annual payment of £1200 to the Pres- 
byterian Ministers of Ulster, as a mark of his ap- 
proval of their loyal conduct, and an indemnity tor 
the losses they had sustained in their efforts to 
TTiaintain the Protestant cause in that province. 
From this period, although for a number of years 
nothing particularly deserving of notice occurred 
in Belfast, it appears that the town b^an to ad- 
vance in prosperity and importance. In 1708 an 
alarm of an invasion by the Pretender having been 
very generally spread, a company of ninety militia 
men was eml>odied, to be commanded by the sove- 
reign of the town ; and when aeain, in 1715, a si- 
mibr report was circulated, ana it was understood 
that a large force, consisting of Highlanders at- 
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tached to the Pretender, were to make » diefloent 
on some part of the coast, armed associations were 
formed m every dkectien, and a mimber of the 
Belfast volunteers coBtiimed to do duty at Car«- 
rickfei^s, till every apprehensioD on the sa1]ject 
had been allayed. 

In 1096 the art of printing was introduced into 
Belfast by Mr. James Blow — ^Che Sovereign of the 
town having himself entered into partner^ip with 
him and another individual. It is a curious fact» 
and creditable to the inhabitants, that the first 
editicm of the Bible published in Ireland, was 
printed in this town, in the year 1704 ; and in 
1737 a periodiGai publication, '' The Newiletier," 
was commenced, whidi has been continued to the 
present day. 

For some time previous to the year 1760 the in- 
vasion of this country had been determined on by 
the French. By the skill and bravery of Ijocd 
Hawke they were prevented from putting their 
design into execution in as ample and complete a 
manner as was intended ; still, in t^e begimnng of 
that year, a small squadron, consisting of three 
frigates and about 600 men, under the command 
of M. Thurot, entered the Bay of Carrickfergns. 
In a council of war, Thurot insisted on the pro- 
priety of at once proceeding to Belfast, for the 
purpose of plunder, or of laying the inhabitants 
under heavy contribution. In this he was over- 
ruled by the officer at the head of the embarka- 
tion — ^and on the following day, Carrickfeigus 
having surrendered to them, they sent a flag of 
truce to Belfast, demanding 30 hogsheads of wine, 
40 of brandy, 60 barrels of beef, 6000 lbs. of 
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Imad, and 60 bidIock»^\vitli this very palke in- 
timation appended : ^^ If you don't do tkis imme- 
diat^j, we intend burning Ctirrickfergus^ and we 
will afterwards proceed to Belfast, where we will 
proceed in a similar way." The inhabitants^ not 
conceiving themselves in a state to enable them to 
give any effectual resistance to the invaders, re- 
solved on complying with their demand, and in- 
stantly loaded two lighters with the articles re- 
quired. These, however, could not proceed down 
the river till the following day, as the wind was 
contrary ; and on the evening of that day one of 
the lighters being sent off, was stopped in its way 
by a tender lying in the lough. A second requi- 
sition, more peremptory than the first, was the 
consequence. To prevent the execution of the 
threatened vengeance, <m the following morning 
ten carts were loaded with the required provisioiis, 
and sent off; but, on proceeding towards the shore, 
they were stopped by a numerous body of armed 
men, who had collected on the road from various 
quarters, and only two of them were suffered to 

CI — ^the lighter, which had been stopped, was, 
ever, permitted to proceed to Carrickfergus. 
In the mean time, a body of the country people, 
to the amount of 5000, armed with such wei^ons 
as could be obtained, had poured into Belfast to 
prevent the threatened destruction, and advanc- 
ing in a body about six miles down the shore, sta- 
tioned themselves within two miles of Garrick- 
fergus, in order to stay the progress of the enemy—- 
a loeasure which appears to have produced the de- 
sired effect ; fbr, after remaining for a week closed 
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up witUn the walls of the towiij the mvaden again 
embarked on board their veaada, and quitted the 
coast.* Had M. Thurot's proposal of landing at 
some place near Belfut^ and immediately march- 
ing into the town^ as he had at first determined 

* On the S8ib of February, the French squadron was 
captured oiFtbe Isle of Mann, by the JBolus, Pallas, and 
Brilliant frigates, under the command of Captain Elliott. 
Thurot was killed in the action, which lasted an hour and 
a half. The Annual Register ^ for 1760, gives the following 
interesting particulars relative io M. Thurot ;—>* lie was 
born in Boulogne. His paternal grandfather, Captain 
Farrell, was a native of Ireland, and an officer in the army 
of James II. With that monarch, he fled to France, where 
he died. His widow survived but a very short time, dur- 
ing which she gave birth to a son, in Boulogne, who was 
left to the care of her family, and went by the name of 
Thurot, Remainiug in Boulogne many years, he became 
acquainted with one Farrell, an Irish smuggler, who claimed 
relationship with him. liis son, (afterwards Commodore 
Thurot,) who was then about fifteen years of age, emimrked 
Vfiih Farrell for Limerick ; but stopping at the Isle of 
Mann, a dispute took place between them, and young 
Thurot hired himself to a gentleman of Anglesea. This 
person was an experienced smuggler, and had several ves- 
sels in the trade, in one of which 'I'hurot sometimes went. 
Upon one occasion, be was sent to Carlingford, where he 
remained almost a year« to manage some business of im- 
portance. At Carlingford he acquired a tolerable know- 
ledge of the English Unguage; and instead of returning to 
his master, set off to Dublin, with only a few shillings in his 

pocket. There he entered into the service of Lord B , 

with whom he lived nearly two years, under the name of 
Daupbine. He next entered the service of the Earl of An- 
trim, and went with the family to Glenarm, where, falling 
in with some smugglers, he joined them, and made se- 
veral trips between Ireland and Scotland, leaving acquired 
some money, he proceeded to Edinburgh, where he be- 
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upon^ been carried into effect^ tbere can be no 
doubt whatever that the most calamitous results 
would have ensued. 

In consequence of the circumstance just referred 
to^ as well as from the various threats of invasion^ 
made at various times by foreign enemies^ a large 
proportion of the gentlemen of Belfast^ toother 
with those belonging to various districts m the 
North of Ireland formed themselves into Patri^ 
otic Clubs^ for the purpose of being trained in the 
use of arms^ and m the various military tactics 
necessary to enable them to defend their country 
£rom the aggressions of a foreign foe. From these 
originated the Volunteers ^^ for a length of time of 
sudi signal service to the country^ although after- 
wards^ as will be seen^ disbanded by order of the 
Government. 

In the year 1771> the evil effects of that system 
which has since produced so many unhappy and 

came acquaioted with a Mr. V- — , anJ was for toiiM tima 
iiia»ter of one of his sloops called the Anoie, which traded 
to London. From 1743 till 1752, he traded between Eoff. 
land and France, and chiefly to Boulogne, where at last he 
was arrested .is a smuggler. Having remained for some 
time in prison at Dunkirk, he was transmitted to Paris, 
where he underwent an examination as to the most eifectuai 
means of checking the contraband trade. Throogh the in- 
terest of M. Tallard, the son of bis god-mother, he not only 
obtained his liberty, but also the command of a sloop of 
war ) and in 1759, owing to his knowledge of the channel, 
was selected to command the squadron, which was captured 
as above. 

* Although they may be said to have originated at this 
time, they did not regiUarly assume this denomination until 
the year 1770. 
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ruinous consequences ttuoiighoat this isboidj be- 
gan to show diemselves in the town of B^a&t. 
The Marquis of Don^sd^ at the time an absentee, 
in order to raise a sum sufficient to meet the de- 
mands of foreign claimants^ upon the fall of some 
leases on one of his estates in the county of An* 
trim reused to nelet th^n without heavy fines> to* 
gether with exorbitant fees to the agent ; in con^ 
sequence of which the tenants in possession^ who 
were not able to comply with such terms^ were 
dispossessed of their holdin^i and turned adrift 
4ipen the world. ]>riven to desperation^ they, by 
way of rerenge^ maimed the cattle of those who 
took possession of their fiormer holdiug&^-commit- 
tio^ various other outrages, and ultimately congre- 
gatii^ together, took to themselves the appeUation 
of the '' Hearts of Steel." One of their numb^ 
having be^i taken prisoner, and committed to the 
county jail, several thousands ai the peasantrv 
rose en masse, and proceeded thither, armed with 
whatever weapons they could collect, in order to 
effBct bis rescue. To prevent this, he was remov- 
ed to the barracks, and placed under a guard of 
soldiers. Thither the peasantry proceeded — ^and 
several shots were exchanged between them and 
the military ; and had not a respectable inhabitant 
of the town prevailed with those concerned to set 
the prisoner at liberty, the consequences must 
have hom fatal to many. As it happened^ there 
were no livies lost, and but one house suffered any 
considerable injury, which had been set on fire by 
the peasantry previous to the prisoner's release. 
" The effects of this insurrection," says Crawford, 
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in his history of Irelaad, " which extended into 
the neighbouring counties^ proved highlj prejudi- 
cial to the oountry. 80 great and wide was the 
discontent^ that many thousands of Protestants 
emigrated from those parts of Ulster to America^ 
where they soon appeared in arms against the Bri- 
tish Govertiment, and contributed powerfully^ by 
their zeal and valour^ to the separation of the Ame- 
rican colonies from the crown of Great Britain." 

In 177Bj the volunteer system^ which might be 
said to have commenced about the time that Thu- 
rot effected a landing near Carrickfergus^ was car- 
ried on upon a more extended and efficient scale^ 
than it had been at any previous period-^Govern- 
ment having given every countenance and facility 
to its extension throughout the North of Ireland ; 
and in 1779j when England was engaged in a war 
with the French^ Spaniards^ and Americans^ and 
when it was very generally believed that an effort 
would be made by the first-mentioned people to 
gain scHoe footing in tins island^ by landing upon 
some of its northern shores^ the number of volun- 
teers in the counties of Antrim and Down amount- 
ed to nearly four thousand effective men^ well 
armed and equipped, of whom three eompaaies> 
consisting of about 3^^ men, belonged to the town 
of Belfast; to which place, it is asserted, the sys- 
tem owed its origin, the first company of the Vo- 
lunteers of Ireland having been formed here. On 
the 12th of July, I78O, and the two following 
years, the Volunteers of the counties of Antrim 
and Down were reviewed by the Earl of Charle- 
mount, in the immediate vicinity of the town-*on 
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each of which occasions a vast coacourse of specta- 
tors^ many of whom came frcm a considerab^ dis- 
tance^ were gratified by witnessing this great body 
of their countrymen in arms^ maintaining severed 
mock engagements^ or^ as they were technically 
termed^ '' sham-Jigkts." "One party/' says the 
compiler of The History of the Town of Belfast y* 
'* was stationed on the coast of Antrim^ and ano- 
ther on the opposite shore. The assailants on the 
Antrim side u^ded from a number of boats^ about 
four miles down the bay^ and were encountered 
immediately on their debarkation. The invaders 
were at first successful — driving the adverse party 
^m all their positions^ eluding their stratagems, 
and at length making their way to the suburbs of 
the town, near the FOor-house. Here the defen- 
sive army had rallied, and in a general engagement 
routed and dispersed their opponents. Counter- 
feit shells were discharged, ana the various evolu- 
tions were so ingeniously contrived, and so dexter- 
ously executed, that, independently of every other 
feeling, the highest gratification was afibrded by 
so interesting and so novel a spectacle." 

Of the way in which the laws were executed, as 
well as of the state of the country at this period, 

* To this work, published by the late Alexander Mackay, 
juo. Esq. and which, we cooceive, does great ciedit to the 
iadividuals engaged in the various departments of writer, 
engraver, and publisher, we would refer the reader who 
may be anxious to obtain a more minute detail of the differ- 
ent circumstances connected with the town of Belfast — as 
well as to another work on the same subject* entitled* Hiw- 
torieal ColUeiions of the Town of BeifoH, ^ 
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some idea may be formed from the following cir- 
cumstance : — In November^ 1786^ at the request 
of the Sheriff of the County of Antrim^ a party of 
the Belfast Volunteers^ with two six-pounders^ 
marched to Ballymena^ to assist in enforcing an 
execution on the premises of a person residing in 
that neighbourhood. On their arrival^ the two 
pieces were drawn up in front of the house^ which 
had been previously put in a state of defence^ and 
pointed^ m order to commence the attack. See- 
ing this^ the defenders fled precipitately^ and the 
Sheriff took possession of the place ! ! A similar 
occurrence took place about six years afterwards^ in 
the barony of Upper Massereene. After an hour 
spent in fruitless exertions to prevail on the occu- 
piers to surrender the premises, the troops were 
ordered to fire. A warm contest immediately 
commenced ; and after a desperate resistance^ in 
i^hich the house was much shattered^ the occupi- 
ers made their escape in different directions. 

With regard to the cotton manufeicture^ the in- 
troduction of which into the North of Ireland has 
been of such signal benefit to the people generally^ 
and more particularly to the inhabitants of Belfast^ 
it may be interesting to observe^ that the first wa- 
ter-mill erected in Ireland for spinning cotton- 
twisty was built in the neighbourhood of Belfast. 
In the year 1771> at whidi time there was not 
a single cotton loom in the whole North of Ireland^ 
the late Robert Joy conceived the scheme of intro- 
ducing into this th^n desponding kingdom the cot*^ 
ton manufacture^ which had proved an unfailing 
source of industry and consequent opulence to the 
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aister countrj. Havin^^ in canjuftction with Tho- 
mas M^Cabej si^^stea that the spinmng of cdt- 
ton ^arn might, as an iittroductory step to the es- 
tabhshment of the manufacture, be at once a fit 
and profitable employment for the children in the 
Belfast Poor-house, several of them were set to 
work on the common wheel ; but the various ma- 
chinery in England giving that country 8o great 
a superiority, it was found that no benefit could 
be gained without the introduction of it here. A 
spinning-machine was, therefore, made in Belfast, 
under the direction of Mr. N. Grimshaw^ oottim 
and linen printer, ^m England, who had some 
time before settled in this country. And shortly 
after, an experienced spinner was Drought over by 
Mr. Joy from Scotland, to instruct the children in 
the Poor-house. Also, under the same direction, 
and at the expense of the gentlemen mentioned, a 
carding^machme was erected at Mr. Grimshaw's, 
to go by water, which was afterwards removed to 
the Poor-house, and wrought by hand. A firm 
was now formed of the original prmectors and 
others, under the name of Joys, M'Cabe, and 
M^Cracken^ who contracted with the same chari- 
table institution for the employment of a number 
of its children^ as well as for the use of its vacant 
rooms. They also despatched a skilful mechanic 
to England, who, at personal risk and considerable 
expense, procured a minute knowledge of the 
most improved machinery there, which the pn^i 
prietors and inventors wished to have kept secret 
mm this as well as foreign countries. But so &r 
from confining their hopes of gain to themselves 
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these gentlemen enconraged the public to avail it- 
self of their improvements. They exposed their 
machinery to open view^ permittea numbers, even 
£rom distant parts, to be taoght in thdr apart- 
ments, without any charge for such indulgence; 
and promoted the progress of the manufacture of 
cottons, dimities, and Marseilles quilting, equally 
by example imd instruction. These exermns were 
in time lollowed on an enlarged scale by Messrs. 
Nathaniel Wilson and Nicholas Grimshaw. To 
the talents, property, and adventurous spirit of 
the former of these gentlemen, and to the practical 
knowledge, genius, and industry of the latter, thk 
ocmntry stands very highly Indebted. The tint 
mill for winning twist by water in Ireland, was 
built by th«n in the year 1784, from which date 
tbe Insh cotton manufactures were oeasidered as 
fimily established.* In the year 1800, only twen- 
ty *tliree years &om the origin of l^e enterprise by 
Joy and M^Cabe, it appeared in evidence before 
Parliament, that the cotton maffttfaotare, diat they 
had thus introduced, ^ve employment to 13,560 
working^people, and, mcluding all manner of per- 
sons occupied in various ways, to 27^000, within 
a circuit of only ten miles, but comprehending 
within its bounds the towns of Belfast and Lis- 

* In lees tban twl yesTS from their first introdaetioD into 
the country, several thousand looms were employed in the 
manufacture of cotton in the towns of Belfast, Lisbarn, and 
HillsboroQgh ; at present there are ei^ht very large cotton* 
mflls in Belfast and its immediate vicinity ; and seven othete 
in dilfereiit Aei^hboortng towns : and although dificult to 
estimate the number of hands engaged in these mills, it is 
calculated that those in and about Belfast give employ- 
ment to upwards of 30,000 individuals. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



130' BBLPA9T. 

bom. The detail now given should^ we thinkj 
act 88 a stimulus to every individual^ as it demon- 
strates how miich may be effected by a limited ca- 
pitalj when united with ardent zeal. 

In November, 17B7> the merchants of Belfast 
sent a memorial to Government, requesting that a 
mail-coach might be run from Dublin to Belfast, 
but received for answer, that from the existing state 
of the roads, the thing would be impracticable; nor 
was the object attained for nearly two years afiter- 
wards. 

In 1790, the Northern Whig Cktb was organ- 
ized here — and in the July of the two following 
years, the French Revolution was commemorated 
with every demonstration of excessive joy ; por- 
traits of FVanklin and Mirabeau having been car- 
ried in a procession of the Volunteers and other 
inhabitants of the town. In 1793, it having been 
discovered that numerous secret societies had been 
formed, for the purpose of raising subscriptions or 
taxes for purposes unknown to the Government, a 
proclamation was issued by the Lord Lieutenant, 
prohibiting the assembling of armed associations — 
thus at once and for ever suppressing the Volun- 
teer system in Ireland. Of this Society it is to 
. Jbe observed, that besides the defensive prepara- 
tWs made by them, for repelling anv attempts 
of a fore^ enemy to land upon their shores, they 
turned their attention to obtain for their conn- 
try a freedom of trade, from which its inhabit- 
ants had been restricted by the selfish policy of 
the English Gh)vemment, influenced by the wishes 
of the English nation at large. By their exertions, 
also, the Irish House of Commons was rendered 
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independent of the British Parliament — the daims 
of the latter to enact laws for this kingdom having 
been given up in the year 1783. To obtain a 
more equal representation in the Irish Parliament^ 
was their next^'object ; and to effect this> the most 
strenuous exertions were made — ^their sentiments 
on the subject being very candidly and forcibly 
expressed at many of their meetings. 

About this period^ and indeed for some time 
previous to it^ the seeds of the rebellion of 17^8 
appear to have been taking deep root in fiel£Ei8t 
and throughout the North. Several societies of 
United Irishmen were formed here^ and their mem- 
bers increased rapidly from year to year — the spi- 
rit of disaifection to the measures of Grovernment 
being evidently kept alive by that portion of the 
press which was in the interest of the disaffected 
party. In 1796, and the following year, a num- 
ber of the inhabitants were arrested on charges of 
high treason ; and in the year following martial 
law was proclaimed. In 1797 a large proportion 
of the inhabitants had i^reed to arm as yeomen^ 
for the purpose of defending their country against 
the French, who had effected a landing at Bantry 
Bay, and during this year they cgmmenced regular 
duty — ^many of the inhabitants who were not able 
to undergo the hardships of military service, contri- 
buting in a pecuniary way to the promotion of the 
genend object. However, from the report of the 
'^ Secret Committee," it would appear that the 
inhabitants were greatly divided on this point — 
one portion as anxious for the arrival of the French, 
as the other was to prevent their gaining smy foot- 
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ing in the country. Bjr the report referred to, it 
appears that "a few spirited men in Belfest sub- 
scribed 500 guineas to send a perwm to France^ 
to hasten their landing, in this country." 

During the years 1797, 170B, and 1790, num- 
bers of persons accused of having been concerned 
in the rebellion were daily brought into town ds 
prisoners ; of these many were discharged, others 
were sent off to Fort Geor^, in Scotland, and se- 
ven of them were visited with the extreme penalty 
of the law.* '' During the year 1797," says the 
editor of the Historical CoiteetioM of the Town of 
Belfast, " the town exhibited a shockic^ scene of 
confusion and outrage— of assassinations, inlbrma« 

* Daring the rebeUioa seven penom were eaceeuted in 
Belfast, and twenty seven in the entire province of Ulster. 
The foUowieg extracts from official documents wUl gfive some 
idea of the horrors of military law, as put into execution ia 
the towu of Belfast about this period. The first is a notice 
from James Derham, the Colonel Commandant, relntive to 
a pri«oner who had escaj>ed from confinement-^he other a 
notice from the same ofiker, with respect to persons found 
out at ni^ht. 

" Shall it be found hereafter, that said traitor has been 
concealed by any person or persons, or that tliey or any of 
them have known of the place of his concealment, and shall 
not have given notice thereof to the Commandant of this 
town* such person's house mU be burned ! I^and the owner 
thereof hanged I !r' ^ . 

'< To the Inhabitants of Belfast— Th\a is to yive notice, 
that if any person is taken up by the patrole aOer tea 
o*clock, he will be fined five shUlings, for the bonafit of 
the poor. If the delinquent is not able to pay five shil- 
lings, he will be brought to a drura-head court-martial, and 
will receive one hundred lashes ! ! ! 

(Sigued) " Jambs Derham, CoI.-Cobu** 
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tions^ and military Tiolences ; and to such a state 
of subjection were the conspirators reduced^ by the 
unremitting vigilance and exertion of the civil and 
military powers^ that while insurrection had burst 
out, in the following year^ and was blazing forth 
in various parts of £eland^ not the slightest com- 
motion betrayed itself here ; and the editor clearly 
recollects the death-like silence which pervaded 
the streets when the counties of Down and Antrim 
resounded with the noise and tumult of battle. — 
The usual consequence attendant on an unsuccess- 
ful insurrection now began to appear — ^multitudes 
of prisoners were brought in from the surrounding 
country^ and of these several were devoted to an 
untimely end by the summary mode of court-mar- 
tial. Such was the unfortunate issue of this ill- 
fated conspiracy in the North of Ireland."' 

Speaking of these proceedings^ TAe Korthem 
Star,* a newspaper at tne time in the interest of the 
disaffected party^ remarks^ '^ That when the num- 
ber of persons who had been doomed to dungeons 
without inquiry, or who perished by military exe- 
.cutions, shall be coolly brought forward in a more 
auspicious season, it will furnish a topic not less 
affecting than the bloodiest periods of the revolu- 
tions of France." 

Although the court-martial was dissolved about 

* lo the month of May, 1797, this publication was sup-, 
pressed ; a party of the military having, without any au- 
thority, completely demolished the office in which it had 
been printed, scattering the types ^ breaking the presses, 
and otherwise acting in the most lawless and unjustifiable 
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the middle of the year 1790 — ^the last exectitioii 
having taken place in the May ef that year-^a 
number of arrests continued to be made throu^h- 
ont a considerable part of the year 1800^ dunng 
which time sereral barbarous and premeditate^ 
murders^ arising out of religious and political feel* 
ings^ wet« perpetrated in various parts of the 
country. 

Fhim the period of the rebellion until the close 
ef the hte war^ nothing occurred to impede the 
course of that tide of prosperity i^ith which B^fsst 
has been so signally favoured beyond all' the other 
towns of Ireland. In the year 1816, when the 
trade of Great Britain returned from under the 
influence of war to that of peace, the business in 
which a great number of the merchsmts of Belfi^t 
had been principally engaged, as might naturally 
be expected, suffered materially — ^the vetj great 
fall which took place in the prices of provisions, as 
well as in every other article in which they chiefly 
traded, causing the ruin of many of the wealthiest 
houses in the town. But the industry and enters 
prize of the people, although checked, was not pa« 
ralized, and their trade is now every day improv- 
ing ; and, as we have already observed, from the 
additions, which are at present in contemplation, 
this town bids fair, in a very short time, to be- 
come the second in the kingdom, whether as re- 
gards extent, wealth, commerce, or the arts and 
sciences. In respect to the number of inhabit- 
ants and the extent of boundary, in no other town 
in Ireland has there been any thing like the in- 
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grease which ha^ taken place here witbiu the com- 
pass of the last seTenty years. 

Previous to^ and for a l^igth of time after the 
Cqglish invasion^ the toifn was sunrounded hy 
extensive forests. On this accounts Sir John Per- 
roU during his government, had strongly recom- 
mended it as an excellent situation for an estab- 
lishment of shipwrights ;-— it continued, however, 
still to be looked upon as a place of great insignia 
ficanpe^ as a smau garrison town depimdent on 
Oarrickfergns. From a plan of the town, which 
is supposed to have been taken about twenty years 
after the rebelUmi of 1641, it appears that it con-* 
sisted at that time of five small streets, the houses 
in which are ima^ned to have been principally 
built <^ wood,* 9urrounded by an earthen rampart 
of great solidity, and by a deep fosse or ditch, 
having outworks and bastions of very oonsidearable 
strength. There were two gates or entrances, the 
west gate and the north gate — the former stand- 
ing where Chapel-lane is now situated, the lat- 
ter at the junction of North-street and Hercules- 
street. To these were affixed draw-bridgee and 
out-works. This fortification or rampart was near- 
ly a mile in dreuit, and enclosed that space of 

* In 1667, il having been found that the town had raf- 
fywA «9uch hy ftre, from the univenal yse of wooden chim- 
neys, it was ordered hy the CorporatipRi that all such 
ehoQld be taken down. It appears also, that in 16S6 the 
inhabitants were obliged to famish, among other articles to 
prevent flames from spreading^, two polee with hooks and 
chaioff, for the purpose of palling down houses on such 
emergendes.— HMm;^ 0/tk4 Town of Belfast. 
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ffround on which North-street, Hercules-street^ 
High-street, Bridge-street, Waring-street, Skip- 
per-street, Church-lane, Anne-street, and Corn- 
market, still stand. In 1760 the town did not 
contain more than about 1800 houses, and between 
8,000 and 9,000 inhabitants ; and, until within the 
period we have mentioned, the houses in all parts 
of the town were of rather a poor description, ma- 
ny of those in Bridge-street having roofs thatched 
with straw. The river, which runs through High- 
street, was uncovered in its entire length, and, 
although walled in on either side, and having 
^ve bridges across it, was, nevertheless, a great 
inconvenience to the inhabitants ; and, notwith- 
standing it was at different times, in different 
lengths, covered over, the street has, compara* 
tively speaking, only recently assumed the appear^ 
ance which it now presents. Not very many years 
since, it was the favourite resort of a numl)er of 
pedlars, who had their various commodities ranged 
along it, in the same manner as they continue still 
to expose their wares for sale on market and fair 
days, in the surrounding towns. 

Of the castle which formerly stood on the site 
now occupied by the fruit and vegetable market, 
and which had been surrounded by extensive gar- 
dens and orchards, covering the whole extent of 
ground on which Donegal-place and the Linen-hall 
now stand, there is not a vestige remaining — ^it 
having, in the year 1708, been consumed by an 
accidental fire, occasioned by the carelessness of a 
servant, who put on a large fire of wood to air a 
room she had washed ; three daughters of the third 
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Barl. ^.Donegal perished in the flames. A small 
portion of the bujldijag which escaped destruetiopi^ 
was afterwards occupied for many yea^s : on tajcing 
it down some time since^ the walls were £(>u«d to 
be eight feet thick. Of the ramparts or fosse no 
traces are i^pw to be discovered* 

Sixty or seventy ypw^fi ago t^ere were few public 
building!^ of any a/Qoount ; but several elegant edi- 
fices^ recently ereeted^ give a pleasing aspect to the 
plac49^ by takiiig away much of that umform stiff- 
ness which for a length of time characterised its 
amiemrance^ in consequence of there being so many 
brick buildings without any intervention of stone- 
work. It has much the appearance of an English 
town^ in the sumb^ and variety of its bouses of 
divine worship^ in its many handsome and well- 
assorted shops^ and the indications of business 
evinced in i)\e bui»tle and activity of the inhabit- 
ants^ passing and repassing the streets^ which are 
marked by great re^larity^ having very good foot- 
ways^ and beings m general^ well cleansed and 
lighted*-^the various regulations relative to these 
very necessary particulars being under the super- 

* Nothing can more sirikingly indieaie the difference be* 
tween the present state of Belfast, and what it was 150 years 
since, than some regulations, such as the foUowing, enter- 
ed into about that period by the inhabitants — At a meeting 
of the Corporation, held in the year 1686, it was ordered, 
«Tbat from the 29th of September to the 25tb of March, 
except .in moonUght, to prevent the danger of walking the 
streets, that each inhabitant shall hang out from his door or 
window a lanthorn with a candle, for three hours, begin- 
ning at seven o'clock in the evening/' 
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intendance of the Police Commissioners and a Com- 
mittee of tlie inhabitants^ chosen annually^ who 
are invested with the necessary powers of their of- 
fice by an Act of Parliament. 

The quays and docks are extensive and conye- 
nient — one graving dock being capable of contain- 
ing three vessels of two hundred tons each^ and 
the other a much larger number of vessels of a su- 
perior class. The merchants' stores erected along 
the quays are also extensive. The docks are weU 
worthy of notice. 

The Long-bridge^ as it is called^ which crosses 
the Lagan at the S. E. end of the town^ and con- 
nects the counties of Down and Antrim^ is more 
remarkable on account of its great length and nar- 
rowness, than for any thing of architectural beauty 
or elegance of design. The bridge, which is up- 
wards of 2000 feet long, consists of twenty-one 
arches, formed of hewn freestone — ^three of them 
being in the county Antrim, and eighteen in the 
county Down. Although commenced in the year 
1682, it was not entirely finished until after the 
revolution, nor was it long erected until seven of 
its arches fell in, which is supposed to have been 
occasioned by the heavy cannon of Duke Schom- 
berg having been drawn over it before it had time 
to settle or get perfectly dry — ^together with the 
circumstance of a ship having, during a storm, been 
driven violently against it. The expense of its 
erection was not much above £7000.* 

• In the «' History of the Town of Belfast," to which we 
have already referred, there is an excellent drawing of a 
very handsome brid^. It is proposed that it shall cross the 
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PLACES OF WORSHIP. 

As the attention of the traveller will^ no donbt^ 
be directed in the first instance to the various pub^ 
lie buildings in the town^ and^ as far the greater 
proportion of these are places for public worship, 
we shall accompany him to each of them in suc- 
cession — and havine examined them, and noticed 
the various bodies of professing Christians to which 
they belong, we wiU afterwards conduct him to 
the places of learning and science, of trade and 
commerce, so many of which begin to rear their 
heads in various parts of the town. 

ST. anne's church. 

Situated in Doneeal-street, the parish churchy 
erected in 177B^ has a handsome Doric portico, 
and an Ionic tower, of considerable height, with 
a Corinthian cupola, formed of copper ; the tower 
is of wood, but being alt(^ether msproportionate 
to the other parts of the building, gives a heavi- 
ness to the entire edifice, which detracts very con- 

La^nn at a short distance from where the Long-bridi^ now 
atands, which, from its extreme narrowness, as weU as from 
bein^^ considered by some as in rather an unsafe state^ it is 
SQ|rgested to take away altogether. The proposed bridge, 
it is estimated, wonld cost from j^23,000 to 11^30,000, and 
wonld consist of five arches of cut stone, each fifty -eight 
feet span, and nine feet eight inches above high-water mark ; 
to be sixty feet wide at the openiuj^, within the waUs thirty 
feet, allowing five feet on each side for flagged footways ; 
the bridge to be so placed as to open into Chichester- street, 
Donegal -square, and Wellington •place— thus forming one 
continued line, terminated by the Academical Institution. 
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siderably from the general appearance it would 
otherwise present. Although phdn in its arclutec- 
tnre^ it is rather an ornamental structure. The 
interior may be pronounjced handsoine— the roof is 
arched, ana supported by columns ; and the seats 
are of maht^any. It contains a fine-toned organ, 
and is capable of acconunodati^g 1100 pec^ons. — 
Several recent alterations in stQn0-work have much 
improved the general appearance of this building. 
The Clergymen are the Rev* A. C Macartueyi 
and the Bev. Thomas Hincks. 

We understand it is in contemplation to erect a 
new Church, in the neighbourhood of Donegal- 
square, which is to be in a very superior style of 
architecture. 

THE CHAPBIi OF BASE 

Was erected in the years 1811-12, in Higt-street, 
near the Quay, on the site of the old church, 
which was taken down in the 1777** Although 
this is a fine, indeed we may say a very el^ant 
edifice, having a most superb and costly portico 
and front ; yet, from the situation in wnich it is 
placed, and the ugly, unfinished appearance of the 
area and railing in nront, a stranger would aliaost 
be led to pass it by with scarcely a moment's no- 
tice. On inspection, however, it will be found 

* To ensare the regular Attendaope of tbe inhabitants at 
their parish church, in the year 1615, small fines were im- 
posed on all defaulters— a householder incurring a penalty 
of two«pence, a female a penny, a servant a halfpenny, and, 
t?ith certain provisions, every child a farthing, for each 
and every breach of attendance at public worship. 
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that the portico is one of the most beautifol pieces 
of architecture in the kingdom. It is of the Co- 
rinthian order^ and consists of six lofty and mas- 
sive columns^ and four fluted pilasters — ^the capi- 
tals of the pillars are of exquisite workmanship^ 
the entire formed of stone quarried in the moun- 
tains of Derry, and cut by Irish artists. — It 
originally formed the front of an extraordinary 
buuding^ called Ballyscullen-house^ erected by the 
late Bishop of Derry^ in the neighbourhood of 
that city^ and was presented to the parish by the 
Bishop of Down and Connor. On the pediment 
are the Belfast arms.* The interior has rather a 
naked appearance; the chancel is supported by 
two chaste and elegant columns of the Ionic order, 
and is lighted from the top by an elliptic window ; 
the gallery is also supported by handsome pillars ; 
said to be similar to those of the Temple of the 
Winds at Athens ; and the pews are capable of 
accommodating 1200 persons. We think some- 
thing should be done to render the front area of 
this structure more suitable to so fine a piece of ar- 
chitecture ; — a more elegant railing, for instance, 
with trees and shrubs tastefully phmted, would do 
much to accomplish this desirable end. The pre- 
sent clergyman is the Bev. R. W. Bland. 

PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSES. 

There are six places of worship belonging to the 
Presbyterian body in this town — ^that which is oc- 

* The original pedimeDt consisted of one slab of marble, 
wUh the Bishop of Derry's arnii upon it ; but this was not 
given. 
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Qupied by what is called th^ First Gongr^gatioa 
being situated in BoseHiarj-^etfeet-^tlie S^Miiid> 
m the same endesure — the Thirds in the aame 
street-^the Fourth^ in Donegal-8treet<-<4;he hand- 
some Chajiel recently erected for the Bev* Mr. 
Morgan^ m Fiaherwudc^place-^and the splendid 
edifice lately opened by the friends of the Rev. Mr. 
Cooke^ in May-street, 

Turn First CoNonjeoitTiON.—The Meetings 
house of the First Gongregationj sitnated in BQae* 
maryostreetj is rather a handsome buildings of an 
elliptic forrn^ with eutnitone jpediment and baae> 
and capable of containing 1000 persons. This is 
the third edifice which has been erected on the 
same site. At what periad the first house was 
built has not been ascertained with certainty ; at 
all events, it was taken down in 1717^ and rebuilt^ 
In 1733, it was again rebuilt for the third time ; 
and although the hand of time has evidently made 
considerable inroads on the walls and roof, it may 
still be considered a» a good solid structure. The 
doctrines preached here, are those termed Arian 
or Unitarian. The present Ministers are the Bev. 
Messrs. Bruce, sen. and jon. 

The Second CoN0ajsoATi<)K.'^The house be- 
longing to this Congregation, which was built in 
17(%, in consequence of the other not being able 
to contain the increasing number of hearers, and 
rebuUt in 1790, is a pUm substantial bric^k build- 
ing, standing in the same enclosure with that he- 
longing to the First Congregation; — ^the same doc- 
trines being maintained in both places of worship. 
The Minister is the Rev. John Forter. . 
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Tbs TfiXAO €0NQit£:(}ATi0K. — In 1722[> th6 
Presbytery of AtttHni^ having seceded fram the 
General Synod of Ulster, upon points of do6trine> 
the principal of whiush regarded a belief of a Tri- 
nity in the Oodlie»d — a separation consequently 
took place between the tnembers of the two con- 
gregations already alluded to ; those who agreed 
with the Presbytery, retaining possession of the 
housed, while those who adhered to the Synod 
erected another building in the same street, in 
which the docteineift t^med orthodox, and inVtjlv-t 
ing a belief in the Trinity, or of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, beinj^ one God, were mdntained ,* 
and where k fk^rtshing congregation has still con- 
tinued to exist. The present appearance of the 
building is by no me^ns prepossessing, having a 
steep !w)f, small windows, and many other evi- 
dent mark^ of antiquity ; — ^it is, in fact, the oldest 
place of worship in the town. We understand 
thet it is in contemplation to have it rebuilt, as 
soon as suffident funds can be collected for th^ 

BirfifOse. The present pastor is the Rev. l)octor 
anna. 

The Fourth CoimnBOATioN. — The Meeting- 
iiouse of this worshipping assembly, situated in 
Donegsd-street, nearly opposite the church, is a 
j^ain brick building, without any exterior oma* 
ment. The interior, however, is remarkable for 
Its neatness. The principles maintained here for 
a length of time were Unitarian, but are now or- 
thodox. The Rev. Mr. Bellis is the present mi- 
nister. 

FisHERWiCK-PLACB Meeting-Xiouse.— lu the 
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year 18279 a number of persons^ anxious for the 
farther propagation of the doctrines termed Ortho- 
dox^ resolved on building another place of wor- 
ship^ and on inviting the Rev. Mr. Morgan^ then 
of Carlow^ to make Belfast the sphere of his minis- 
try. A piece of ground was accordingly taken in 
Fisherwick-place> upon which the present elerant 
edifice was erected. It is built of polished &ee- 
stone^ of excellent quality ; the superstructure 
resting on a basement of granite-stone^ which is 
elevated above the surface about three, feet. On 
the north and south sides are two ranees of well- 
proportioned windows^ separated by a facia*conrse^ 
which surrounds the buikUng. The principal en- 
trance is on the west fronts which has a handsome 
portico of the Ionic order^ consisting of four co- 
lumnsj and antee, which support a regular enta- 
blature and angular pediment. The columns mea- 
sure twenty-seven feet in height ; the capitals of 
whic hare imitated from the Ionic temple at Ilissus, 
near Athens. The entablature of the order is con- 
tinued along the front of the edifice^ supported by 
antae^ over which runs an attic ballustrade. The 
interior of the house^ which is well lighted, dis- 

J)lays considerable elegance. The seats on the 
ower floor are commcdiously arranged in curve- 
linear form. At the extreme ends of a spacious 
porch or vestibule, rise the stairs, which commu- 
municate with the galleries, the f^ont of which is 
supported by neat cast-iron columns. The front 
row of seats in the gallery projects beycmd those 
columns — the soffits being tastefully ornamented 
in panel-work : this arrangement is novel, and 
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has a very good effect. Over the entrance porcb^ 
are two commodious galleries^ for the accommoda- 
tion of die poor. It is intended to have stoves 
•et up on an improved plan^ for warming and 
ventilating the buildii^. This edifice measures 
ninety-eight feet from east to west^ and the west 
front extends sixty-nine feet. It is calculated that 
the Bittii^ would acoHnmodate 1^600 persons. — 
The house is well planned* and the interior deco- 
rations are arranged with taste and great simpli- 
city. The building was erected from the designs 
of Bfr. T. I. Duff, ardiitect. 

Mat-^svreet Mbetino-h^htse. — ^In the begin- 
Aiiig of 1828^ it being the anxious desire of many 
of the Oxthodox party^ that their cause in the 
town should be still further strei^hened^ by 
malcing it the scene of the ministerial labours of 
the Rev. Mr. Cooke, then placed in Killileagh — 
a sdbacriptioa, ior the purpose of building him a 
house in Belfitst, was set on foot ; and from the 
Jiberai donations received^ the committee appointed 
to cany the measure into effect^ were enabled to 
«ear the present aplendid edifice. It has the prin- 
cipal front in May-fitreot^ with one of its sides 
fiuatt into Alfred-stceet. The superstructure is 
noma on framed foundations. The front is of 
modescn or Scammoezian lonic^ having two co- 
lumns and four pilasters^ twenty-eight feet high^ 
ond fluted. The columns and interior pilasters 
£oirm a piaEea thirtv-rax feet long^ and seven feet 
wide, over which rises a beautifiu pediment. The 
front of the building is finished with a regular are 
chitr»vey frieee, and block cornice^ which give it 
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a lights pleasinff^ and^ at the same time^ imposing 
effect. Around the windows are moulded archi- 
traves. The entrance is approached by a flight 
of eight steps, the floor of the building standing 
considerably above the level of the street. The 
interior is nnished in a superb style. The gallery 
is supported by ten whole and two half columns 
of cast-iron, bronzed, being in the same style as 
those of the portico. The front of the gallery is 
mahogany, and elegantly panelled; its soffit, which 
is finked with panelling to correspond with the 
front of the gallery, projecting beyond the columns^ 
and forming the segment of a circle. Behind the 
pulpit is a singing-gallery, finished to correspond 
with the other ; and over the vestibule is f^ large 
gallery, appropriated to the accommodation of the 
poor. The ceiling, which is divided into com- 
partments, is decorated by a magnificent centre- 
piece, surrounded by frets, guillochies, in circles 
of different diameters ; the main cornice is com- 
posed of blocks, egg, and dart, which has a bold 
and striking effect. The screen behind the pulpit 
gives a very pleasing relief, to the interior work- 
manship, being formed. in a recess of back-wall; 
the recess has an architrave run round the arch, at 
the springing of which it is stopped by two trusses, 
richly ornamented; the entablature of the screen 
is supported by two fluted modern Ionic pilasters, 
and the frieze is tastefully ornamented with fo- 
liage. The pulpit is a handsome octagon, spring- 
ing from a stalk, the workmanship and materisQs 
of which correspond with the front of the gallery ; 
at each side of it there is a flight of winding stairs, 
with cast-iron balusters, mahogany capping, &c. 
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The ceiUngs of the vestibule and piazza are divided 
into compartments^ the former being ornamented 
\rith a tastefdl centre-piece. The stairs leading 
to the gallery rise at each side of the vestibule, 
and are very capacious, and of easy ascept. The 
outside of the house measures ninety-two feet in 
length, and sixty-two feet in width ; the interior 
seventy-one feet by sixty-one. It is said to be 
the handsomest meeting-house in Ireland, and un- 
questionably reflects great credit upon the indi- 
viduals whose spirit commenced and whose taste 
executed the work. The plans from which the 
building was constructed, were those of Mr. W. 
Smithy architect. 

8BCEDIMO MEETING-HOUSES. 

The Seceders have two places of worship— one, 
a very neat little house, in Alfred-street, recently 
erected — and another, which is a rather antiquated 
building, in Berry-street. The present Minister 
of the &rmer place is the Rev. John Edgar, one of 
the Divinity Professors in the Belfast Institution ; 
and in the latter theministerial office is filled by 
occasional supplies. 

COVENANTERS OB BEFORMED PBE8BTTEBIANS. 

There is a neat, convenient house, belonging to 
this religious denomination, on the Dublin road^ 
at the rere of the Linen-hall. Present Minister, 
the Bev. John Alexander. 

CONOBEOATION OF INDEPENDENTS. 

The body of Christians of this denomination 
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hftT6 a eennaedBAttg clumel «t tiie upper end o£ 
Don^aUstreet — a plain brick bnilcHng, famished 
with galleries. The Rier. Mr. WilBon is tlie pre- 
sent Minister. 

¥^ORK-STRBET HSKTING-HOUSB, 

In wliicli the Rer. Mr. Bryce statedly officisKtea^ is 
( a neat^ though small place of worship. 

^^ XSTHODIST CHAP£L8. 

I The Methodists have foar places of wotiship, d* 

I taated in different parts of the town — one in D^ 

negal-steeet, which is large and OfHnmediom ; a&^ 

other in York-street ; a third in Academy-street ; 

and a fburtb in Cotton-court. The Preadiers are 

changed annually. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPELe. 

T%ere ore two of these places of wondiip in ihe 
town— -one in Donegal-street^ the other in C3iapei« 
hue. The latter is called the Old Oi^pel, and 
was erected in 1?^ previous to wMch the nnuber 
of persons of the Rrawn Catholic persuasion was 
so inconsiderable^ that they had not any plaee of 
worship^ but assembled to hear mass in the old 
grave-yard^ called Friar's Bush^ immediately ad- 
joining to where the Botanic-gardens are nituaied. 
The Qiapel in Doneeal-street is rather a fine eAU 
fice> ornamented in £ont with a cross and pinma* 
cle of freestone^ and the doors and windows being 
Grecian Gothic ; the interior^ which has a gallery 
and organ^ is handsome in appearance. 
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LITERARY <fe SCIENTIFIC ESTABLiSHMENTS. 
ACADEMICAL INSTITUTION. 

The edifice erected £oir this Institution is an ex- 
tensrre range of buildings surrounded hj a waH;^ 
wkh an iron railing in fronts situated at the west- 
ern end of the town, and apparently designed to 
form the centre of a square, on three sides of which, 
houses, many of them of a very elegant descrip- 
tion, have already been erected. The building it- 
self, however, although presentii^ rather a good 
fnmt, is by no means of that architectural clwac- 
t^ which such an institution would demand. It 
has a low, sunk appearance, as if the surrounding 
streets had been raised considerably above its le- 
vel ; and when associated with the idea that it is 
» kind oi Northern University, it must at once be 
prmiounced as altogether unworthy of such an es- 
tablishm^it. There is, however, in every sense 
of the phrase, ample room for improvement— as it 
contains within the walls by which it is surround- 
ed, four acres of ground, liberally granted to the 
Institution by the Marquis of Denial — and the 
present edifice, which comprises, besides spacious 
lecture and school rooms, a suitable residence for 
the Head Masters in the English and Classical de- 
partments, and extensive dormitories for boarders, 
IS so situated as to admit of the erection of an ele- 
gant range of buildins, more in character with the 
general taste and style of the town, so as to form 
a splendid front to the entire. Should this im- 
provement be made, and we trust it will ere Icmg, 
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the ground-leyel should be at least from five to ten 
feet above that of the present edifice. 
/ The Belfast Institution was originally projected 
/ oy some enterprizing gentlemen^ who justly con- 
ceived that a domestic seminary of education was 
essential to the interests^ morale literary^ and re- 
ligious> of the increasing population of Ulster. So 
early as 1807> public attention had been directed 
to the subject^ and the disadvantages of an educa- 
tion comparatively foreign began to be felt — ^there 
being no place of collegiate instruction for the in- 
habitants^ but Trinity College or the Scotch Uni- 
versities^ to the latter of which the Dissenters al- 
most universally resorted^ to qualify themselves for 
the ministerial or medical profession. Subscrip- 
tions to a large amount having been raised^ con- 
tributors of 20 guineas or upwards were regard- 
ed as Proprietors of the proposed establishment^ 
and^ in 1810^ were constituted a corporate body 
by Act of Parliament. The proprietors^ as a body, 
have the power of enacting bye-laws for the go- 
vernment of the Institution^ subject to the appro- 
bation of the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council 
of Ireland. They have also the powers of electing 
their own officers^ whose number is thus limited-— 
four Vice-Presidents, twenty Managers, eight Vi- 
siters, and three Auditors. Besiaes these, the 
Marquis of Donegal, the Lord Primate of Ireland, 
the Bishop of Dromore, the Bishop of Down and 
Connor, the Provost of Trinity College, the Mo- 
derator of the Synod of Ulster, the Parliamentary 
Representatives of Down, Antrim, and Belfast, 
ana the Sovereign of Belfast, are Visiters, ex offi^^ 
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do, invested with powers similar to those of the 
elected Visiters. The duties of the Managers and 
Visiters chiefly relate to the general discipline of 
the Institution^ and its financial concerns. They 
meet once a mouthy or oftener, as occasion may 
require. In them is vested the right to nominate 
to vacant Professorships^ or to the situations of 
Masters in the School department. The Visiters 
inspect the Secretary's and Treasurer's books, and 
furnish an annual report either to a Board of Ma- 
nagers or to a Court of Proprietors, according to 
circumstances. What is, in strictness, called the 
internal discipline of the Institution, is immediate- 
ly regulated, in their respective departments, by 
the Faculty, consisting of the Professors ; and the 
Board of Masters have the literary and general in- 
spection of the seminary. 

The Institution comprehends two departments, 
which are essentially distinct from each other : — 
The School department comprizes the Classical, 
Matheinatical, Mercantile, English, Writing, Ita- 
lian, French, Spanish, and Drawing schools, in 
which an extensive preparatory course of education 
is pursued. The present Masters are — ^in Classics, 
Rev. T. D. Hincks; in English, Rev. H. Mont- 
gomery ; in the Mathematicsd and Mercantile de- 
partments, J. Thomson, LL. D. ; in Writing, Mi*. 
Spence ; in French and Italian, Mr. Doisy ; and 
in Drawing and Spanish, Mr. Beseaucele. 

The second department is the Collegiate. This 
includes a comprehensive course of instruction in 
Classics, Logic, and Belles-Lettres, Metaphysics, 
Moral Philosophy, Mathematics, Natural FhUoso- 
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phy, and Hebrew, together with Botany, Anato- 
my, and Elocution. The anthors read and com- 
mented on, in the Greek Class, are, (besides Ho- 
mer and Xenophon's Cyropedia, of which scNue 
portion is read every session,) Herodotus, Demos- 
thenes, Aristotle's Foetics, Sophocles, Earipides, 
CBschilus, Pindar, Theocritus. Out of these, the 
Professor selects such works, or parts of works, as 
will occupy the time devoted to the Classics, and 
as are suited to the proficiency of the students. 
In the Latin Class are read, Pbutus, Quinctilian, 
Cicero's Offices and Orations, Livy, Tacitus, Ho- 
race. Besides the reading of these authors. Lec- 
tures are delivered in both classes, on those parts 
of their literary or civil history that most require 
explanation, and particularly in such parts as are 
connected with the books which the students are 
reading in the classes. In both classes there are 
daily examinations. All this, together with the 
numerous entrance and other examinations, which 
the students are obliged to undergo, in which is 
introduced a routine of reading frequently different 
from that of the public class, renders the classical 
course, upon the whole, an extensive one. The 
Junior Course in Mathematics comprehends the 
first six books of Euclid, Algebra, as far as Qua- 
dratic Equations, Plane Trigonometry, including 
the measurement of heights and distances, and the 
first principles of Mensuration. The Senior Course 
includes Plane and Spherical Trigonometry, ac- 
cording to the analytic method, with their applica- 
tion to Astronomy and Geom-aphy, together with 
the Differential and Integral Calci^us, Conic Sec- 
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tioQS^ and the general theory of other curres. The 
Mathematical class in the Institution, last session, 
was the largest, with perhaps one exception, in the 
united kin^om. The husiness of the Loffic and 
Beltes Lettres Class is intended to be introductory 
to philosophical studies. In the first part of the 
eeurse, accordingly, while a genial view is piven 
of the ancient or syllogistic I^gic, the attention is 
ehiefiy directed to those branches of modem intel- 
lectual philosophy, which illustrate the origin of 
ideas, and the various exercises of reason, espe- 
eialljT in the different kinds of philosophical inves- 
t^tion. The second part again is occupied with 
tiie philosophical principles of taste and criticism, 
and their application to the rarious departments of 
^lits literature : which are surveyed suoeessively 
in the course of different sessions, m <H'der to trace 
the progress of composition in each, and observe 
the peculiarities of the most distinguished writers. 
The ancient Logic is illustrated from the Compend 
used in Dublin Collie, and the students are fur* 
nished with printed outlines of the Lectures on 
the other subjects. In the Moral Philosophy Class 
there has been hitherto no establishedffcourse of 
reading, except what has arisen from the impos- 
sibility of performing the daily exercises of the 
class, and of passing through the daily and other 
examinaticms without an extensive course of read- 
ing. In some respects, the Moral Philosophy and 
Lo^c classes have been similar, in regard to the 
subjects discussed and the line of inquiry that has 
been pursued. There is, however, this difference, 
that what ia the Logic class has been but inci- 
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dentally noticed, is most folly investigated in tbis. 
The Moral Philosophy class, like the others, is 
conducted by lectures and examinations. The 
course of lectures delivered in the Natural Philoso- 

ey class comprises four of the six departments of 
echanical Philosophy — Mechanics, embracing a 
very full examination of the general doctrines of 
equilibrium of forces, as well as their dynamical 
effects, together with the general principles of the 
construction of machinery — Hydrostatics, being 
the general doctrine of fluids, their nature, pres- 
sure, equilibrium, and hydraulic effects,, with the 
weighing of solids in them, and the theory of float* 
ing bodiesH-Optics, chiefly as preparatory to the 
understanding of the nature of astronomicflJ instru- 
ments — and Astronomy, chiefly plane, or descrip- 
tive, but embracing also some of the leading parts 
of Physical Astronomy. As only one session is 
devoted to all, and as the class is strictly cellmate, 
the branches of Electricity and Magnetism, now 
so highly interesting, are not fully illustrated ; the 
former, however, is generally embodied in a popu- 
lar course of chemistry, which the Professor in 
this department has been appointed to deliver 
during the summer months. 

The Divinity Students are required by their re- 
spective Synods, to attend Hebrew for two ses- 
sions. ' In the first, it has been usual to read the 
Psalms contained in Jones's Selections, and the 
first chapter or two of Genesis, for examination at 
the end of the session, with the grammar ; and in 
the second session, a portion of some prose, as Ex- 
odus or Deuteronomy, and of poetry, as the Pro- 
phet Isaiah. The portion is varied for two or 
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three years^ to enable any student^ who is willing 
to attend a third session^ which occasionally hap- 
pens, to do so without repetition. 

Anatomy has been hitherto taught in the In- 
stitution, rather as a branch of liberal education, 
than as intended solely for medical students. The 
course, there£Dre, embraces a variety of subjects 
not usually touched on in regular medical schools ; 
the structure and formation of the animal frame 
being illustrated by extensive general vi^ws of 
Comparative Anatomy and Zoology. The many 
striking examples of divine wisdom and contriv- 
ance which are exhibited in the formation of ani- 
mals, are particularly attended to, so as to give 
the student a variety of information on this very 
important branch of natural theology. These lec- 
tures, though not purely professional, have yet' 
been found, from experience, to be excellently 
well calculated as a first course for medical stu- 
dents, by inspiring them with a zeal and love for 
anatomical science. This may be attributed to 
two causes-^first, the subjects of general interest 
and curiosity, which necessarily form a large part 
of the course, cannot but be captivating to young 
minds, leading them insensibly to a passion for 
the science, so as to prepare them for entering 
without ennui on the minute and laborious details 
of surgical anatomy : and, secondly, the emulation 
excited by the practice of regular examinations, 
which is followed in the Anatomical, as in the 
other classes of the Institution. Besides the lec- 
tures i^ow alluded to, there is every reason to be- 
lieve, that before another year has passed, there 
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will be^ in addition to them, a oonne establiflhed 
for the instmction of professional students only, 
and to be conducted in the same manner as in es- 
tablished medical schools, with the addition, that 
the students shall be examined regularly, at least 
three times a-week. 

The Divinity Class of the students belonging to 
the General Synod of Ulster, is under the care of 
the Rev. Dr. Hanna. The class is conducted by 
lectures and examinations; and sermons are preach- 
ed bv the students, subject to the criticism of the 
Pro&ssor. The Rev. John Edgar is Professor of 
Divinity for the Presbyterian Synod of Ireland. 
The students under his care furnish weekly essays 
on prescribed subjects, a portion of each of which 
is read in the class, after having undergone a re- 
vision by the Professor ; they also prepare each 
week skeletons of sermons, deliver their senti- 
ments from mental preparation, without writing, 
on prescribed passages of Scripture, preach two 
discourses each, during the session, subject to the 
criticism of their fellow-students and the Professor, 
and undergo the usual examinations from the lec- 
tures on Divinity, Church History, and Illustra« 
tions of Scripture. In addition to the foregoing, 
there are lectures and instructions given on Elo- 
cution ; — the present Teacher is the Rev. B. S. 
Stannus. 

The following are the Professors at present in 
the Institution : 

n;„;«,/., /Rev. S. Hanna, D. D. 

^'^^'^y> JRev. John Edgar. 

Natural Philosophy, John StevcUy, A.M. 
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Morai Phihioph^, Re^. John Ferrk. 

iLogic and Belles-LeUrBS, Rev. W. Cairus^ JVt D. 

Mathematics, James Thomson, LL.D. 

Latin and Greek, Rev. Wm. Bruce, A.B 

Hebrew, Rev. Thos. Dix Hincks. 

Anatomy, James Dnimmond, M. D. 

There are at present upwards of 220 students 
attending on the Collegiate Glasses — ^the whole of 
the can£dates for the Presbyterian ministry in 
Ireland, with a few exceptions, being now edu- 
cated in Belfast. The College Session continues, 
with the exception of a short vacation, from No- 
vember till May. The Presbyterian bodies accept 
of the General Certificates of the Institution eau^- 
ly with the degree of Master of Arts from Uni- 
versities. The Institution enjoys a parliamentary 
grant of £1,500 a-year; and, considering its short 
standing and difficulties, a respectable Library* 
has been already collected ; and presents> obtained 
from, different sources, form the commencement of 
a Museum. The Belfast College is a noble mo- 
nument of liberality and patriotism ; and is every 
year furnishing h&itk proofs of the blessings of a 

BOMB EJ>UCATION. 

SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING KKOWLEDOE. 

This Society was formed in 1788, for the pur- 
tmse wbich its name indicates. Its meetings are 
held in the centre room of the White Linen Hall, 

* There are at present in the Library upwards of 8000 
Toluoies, chiefly such as are studied in the different eiaoset 
^many of tbem valuable workt. Abo, a philosophical ap« 
ptntttSy on IIm most approf ed coutniottoB, 
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where there is an excellent library of nearly 6000 
volumes, a cabinet of minerals, and several philo- 
sophical instruments ; and where a .regular regis- 
try of the weather is kept by the librarian. It is 
under the direction of a President, Vice-President, 
and Committee, elected annually. 

THE LITEBABT SOCIETY, 

Instituted in 1801, has for its object, the promo- 
tion of science, a knowledge of the antiquities and 
topography of the country, together with subjects 
of general literature. Its meetings are held in the 
houses of the members, once a month, from Octo- 
ber to May inclusive. 

HISTOBIO SOCIETY. 

This institution was established in 1811, for the 
improvement of its members in the knowledge of 
general history, and of the British laws and con* 
stitution. Besides this course of study, the busi- 
ness of the Society comprehends written composi- 
tions, and at stated periods, a lecture is delivered 
by one of its members in succession, on a literary 
or historical subject. The Society holds its meet- 
ings once a fortnight. 

THj: NATUBAL HISTOBY SOCIETY 

Was established in June, 1821, for the purpose of 
cultivating a taste for the study of natural history. 
The museum, which was commenced in 1821, now 
contains a large collection of minerals, geological 
specimens, and petrifactions; many preserved qua- 
drupeds, fishes, {birds, amphibious animals, insects. 
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and plants ; besides shells^ corals^ and antiquities. 
Additions are constantly made to this collection, 
by donations ^m frienas, and by the purchase of 
specimens, the funds of the Society bemg princi- 
pally employed in this way ; — ^the library has also 
increased in proportion. The Society has for se- 
veral years past occupied rooms in the Commer- 
cial Buildings; but although these answered suf- 
ficiently weU during its in^nt state, they are now, 
on account of the accumulating extent of the col- 
lection, and the greater number of members and 
visiters, become inadequate to the purpose. The 
members of the Society have, therefore, resolved 
on erecting an edifice sufficiently commodious for 
holding their meetings, for containing an exten- 
sive museum, a^d for givine occasional courses of 
lectures — ^to be built in CoUege-square, by volun- 
tary subscriptions. The meetings are held once 
a fortnight, when each member, in rotation, reads 
a paper on geology, botany, mineralogy, or Irish 
topography* 

THE THEATRB, 

Situated in Arthur-street, comer of Bank-lane, is 
an uninteresting building, by no means ornamental 
to the town — rather the contrary ; the interior, 
however, is fitted up with much elegance and taste. 

IRISH HABP SOCIETY. 

Many years since, a Society for the revival of 
the ancient music of Ireland, by the instruction of 
a limited number of pupils on the native harp, was 
instituted here, and still continues to exist. It is 
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prin€t|aUy impported by th« annual subaeriBtioiis 
of Bfitisk and Irish gentlemen regident in IndiA. 
The pupils^ male and female^ are in geieral blinds 
The houae belonging to the Soeiety is Nik 21^ 
Cromac-Btreet. 

ANACBEOKTIC S0CIBT7. 

This Society^ which has been established for 
many years, at present holds its meetings in the 
upper part of the building recently erected for the 
Savings Baxik^ in Kia^treet. The roon> eoen- 
pied by it is 42 feet kng, and 32 feet wide; the 
oeilingy in the centre of which is a haadaame ev» 
nament, is ooved> and is upwurds of 17 f^i high 
in the crown ; a ine massive cornice nins rtniad 
the roosi at the springing of the coTe. 



NSWS-BOOMS AND NSWSPAPEIKS. 

There are three public Newfr-rooms — one^ which 
is very fine, in the Commercial Buildings— another 
in the rooms of the Society for Promoting Know* 
ledge. White Linen Hall — and a third, some time 
since opened at No. 10, Pbttinger's-entry. To 
the News-room in the Commercial Buildings, re- 
spectable strangers have access for a fortnight, on 
entering their names in a book kept for that pur« 
pose. There are four Newspapers publisbea in 
Belfast—" The Newsletter," "Guardian," "Com- 
mercial Chronicle," and " Northern Whig." Se- 
veral attempts have been made to establish a Itf a- 
gaaine, but without success ; for, although carried 
on for a time with very considerable abiBty, the\^ 
conductors have been obliged ultimutely to reUn- 
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quiA the undertakings from want of suilcieiit 
support in*a peeuniary way. The " Ulster Magar 
zine," and the ^' Orthodox Presbyterian/' b^ 
pubUshed monthly^ have^ however^ been recently 
started : of their ultimate success we cannot speak. 

BOTANIC GABDENS. 

An extensive piece of ground was taken in the 
course of the past year^ immediately adjoining the 
old burying-ground at Friar's Bush ; and much 
has alr^idy been elected towards acoooBiplishing 
the object in view. A broad walk has been form^ 
ed round the entire of the ground, nearly an Eng^ 
lish mile in length, the sides of wUeh have been 
planted, so as to form an extensive shrubbery. 
At present, from the want of green-houses, consi- 
derable difficulty is experienced in preserving ten^ 
der exotics ; but, as mr as possible, this has been 
attended to. Although the botanical and horti- 
enhujal part has not been definitdly arranged, yet 
the preliminary steps have been taken, by allot- 
ting portions of the enclosure to this purpose; and 
sufficient has been efiected, to render the grounds 
a place of recreation hr subecribers ; and a num- 
b^ of works are now in progress, which wiU, when 
finished, add greatly to the beauty of the entire. 

mechanics' institute. 

This very useful institution was established here 
in the year 1825. Its object is to furnish trades- 
men, apprentices, and others, with opportunities 
of atudymg mathematics, natural philosophy, and 
chemistry, particularly such branches as are appli- 
cable to the useful arts. A library has been form- 
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edy and a scientific school has been opened^ in 
which mathematics and the higher parts o{ arith- 
metic are tausht. Lectures also are delivered on 
mechanics and chenustry. The Society have erect- 
ed a most commodious building, for the better car- 
rying into effect the objects proposed. It is situ- 
ated in King's-street^ immediately adjoining the 
Savings Bank. 

LANCASTERIAN FREE-SCHOOL, 

Situated in Frederick-street, is a good brick build- 
ing of two stories, with a handsome railing. In 
the year 1B02, a Sunday-school was at first esta- 
blished here ; but, besides the instruction now 
siven on Sundays, the school is opened on the other 
days of the week ; and the chil<b*en, amounting to 
upwards of 600, are educated in spelling, reading, 
writing, and arithmetic; and the females in needle- 
work. There is no difference made as to the re- 
ligion professed by the children ^on their admis- 
sion. 

BROWN-STBEBT SUNDAY AND DAY SCHOOL. 

In this excellent establishment upwards of 1400 
children receive regular instruction in reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, as well as a knowledge 
of the Scriptures, and the first principles of the 
Christian religion. Scholars attending the daily 
school are required to pay a small sum, by way of 
compensation ; — ^and this, it is said, has been pro- 
ductive of very good effects, by takine away the 
idea, grating to the minds of many Irish parents, 
that their children are indebted to a charity<*8cfaool 
for their education. 
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There are also in this town^ a Ladies' Local 
Sunday Sdiool Association^ and a Sunday School 
Union. 



BENEVOLENT <fe CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 
SAVINGS BANK. 

This henevolent institution was established in 
1815^ for the receipt and accumulation of the 
savings of the industrious classes. A neat little 
building has recently been erected by the Trus- 
tees^ in King-street. The front is of cut-stone> 
finislied by a pediment^ with Grecian block cor- 
nice. The under story^ to the string-course^ is 
denticulated asteler ; between the string and sole 
courses there is a plain course, eighteen inches 
high, which has a very good effect. The door- 
piece is supported on four fluted Grecian-Ionic co- 
lumns, ornamented on the neckings with honey- 
suckles, &c. and flnished with a regular entabla- 
ture and pediment — ^in the tympan of the latter is 
a marble slab, upon which the words, '^Savings 
Bank — ^instituted 1816," are inserted. The lower 
part or ground-floor of this building is appropri- 
ated to the general business of the Bank, and con- 
tains a Bank-room, Committee-room, Safe-room, 
and two other apartments. The upper part is oc- 
cupied by the Anacreontic Society. . 

THE FOOR-HOUSE, 

An ornamental edifice, with a loffcy spire, belong- 
ing to the Belfast Incorporated Charitable Society, 
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Stands ia a very conspicuous elevated situalioii^ at 
the upper end of Donegal-street. It is an exten- 
sive range of buildings forming a centre and -wings, 
and was erected by subscription in 1774, for *toe 
reception of the aged and infirm^ and the support 
and instruction of destitute children. It re^puarly 
supports and clothes from three to four hundred 
individuals^ old and young. At present, it con- 
tains upwards of 432 inmates ; ana the annual ex- 
penditure is about £2,000, It is supported bj 
subscriptionfi^ bequests^, donations, charity sermons, 
weekly collections at the principal houses of wor- 
ship, and the sum of £7oO per annum, applotted 
on the inhabitants of the town as water-tax, in , 
consideration of a large capital expended by the i 
Charitable Society on the water-works^ for sup- 
plying the town, J?oor«house, Infirmary, &c. witk i 
water. i 

LTIMO-IN HOSPITAL. 

This benevolent institution was established in 
17^, and since its commencement, has been £» 
tered by the Dowager Marchioness of Don^al, 
who continues Patroness, and the Ck>unte8s of Jibs* 
sereene, Vice-Patroness. They are assisted by a 
committee of ladies, who are appointed annuaUj. 
A handsome, commodious builoing, 45 feet laog^ 
by 35 feet wide, has been recently erected for tlie 
purposes of this establishment, at the head of Di^ 
negal-street, immediately opposite to the Poor* 
house, on the new line of road leading to Antrim. 
On the ground-floor are a kitchen, laundry^ bed* 
roomsy &c. On the second floor are four wanlif 
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and apiotmeitts for tlie ntinseB. Orer this is a 
dryine-kft^ vUch, if found necessary^ can be con- 
verted into additional wards. The front of this 
building is of polished cut*-stoiie ; the under stoiy 
is denticulated asteler^ to the sole-course ; above it 
is a plain polidied asteler^ with ardiitraves round 
the windows; a panelled antre starts from etch 
comer of the break, and between each window. 
Above the nnder*4>ed of l^e cornice is a blocking- 
eourse, on the £soe of which " Lying-in Hospital," 
is «at in aiio relievo. The entrance is by a neat 
lonk deor*pieee>" Che ball is capacious, and tiie 
stairs wide. The eomf(Ht and accommodation of 
the ^tients have evidently been studied in every 
particiikr. 

There is a Medical Library kept in the Hospi- 
tal^ under the snperiaiendance of the Medical So- 
ciety, who, for niat purpose* meet on the first 
Monday of every month. It is supplied with the 
various medicd periodicals of value, and the most 
estetosed works in medical literature. 

THJBB FBVBB HOSPITAL, 

Situtted in Frederidc-street, is an extensive brick 
building, with a spacious area in front, and en- 
eloaed by a low range-wall and iron railing. Its 
wards ave calculated to aooommodate upwards of 
two hundred patients. It was opened in the year 
1817; and has connected with it an extensive Dis- 
pensary, from which medicines are furnished to 
the Poor-house and Lying4n Hospital, and distri- 
buted to the extern poor. 
Tliere is also, i^ JNo. 90, Chapdi-lane, a Dis- 
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pensary for diseases of children^ and affections of 
the eyes^ where medical and surgical advice is 
given gratis to the poor^ who, however, pay for 
such medicines as their cases require. 

HOUSB OF IMDUSTB7. 

The objects of this institution are carried for- 
ward in an old building, fitted up for the purpose, 
in Smithfield. It was established in 1809, for the 
suppression of mendicity, and the emplovment and 
relief of the industrious poor. Proper objects, un- 
able to work, are supplied with weekly rations of 
fuel and provisions ; and a vast number of indus- 
trious females are supplied with flax, to spin at 
their own dwelling-places, and the produce is paid 
for without any deduction — a plan well calculated 
to promote a spirit of industry and independence 
among the lower orders of society. 

THE HOUSE OF COBBECTION, 

An appropriate building, surrounded by a high 
wall, was erected in Henrietta-street, by present- 
ment of the Grand Jury, in the year 1817^ for the 
confinement of felons, and the ^dng of disor- 
derly persons to hard labour. Withm the in- 
closure there is a spacious hall, in which the Quar- 
ter Sessions, and the Sovereign's and Senesdial's 
courts are held. Besides the numerous cells and 
apartments for prisoners, there is a house for the 
Governor, and a small chapel, where divine ser- 
vice is regularly performed. Tlie prisoners are all 
kept constantly employed — ^those who have learned 
trades, at their respective callings— 'the others in 
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spinning, picking oakum, &c.; but there is no 
tread-mill here. One of the Judges of Assize, on 
a recent occasion, remarked, that he considered it 
the best conducted institution of the kind he had 
ever visited, and recommended it as a pattern to 
persons anxious for the establishment of similar 
institutions. 

ULSTER FEMALE PENITENTIARY. 

This asylum is situated in Donegal-street, and 
at present affords refuge to twenty-six inmates, 
from different counties, who are instructed in spin- 
ning, needle-work, washing, &c 



TRADE AND COMMERCE. 
THE COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS. 

This extensive and rather ornamental range of 
building is situated about the centre of the town, 
being at the corner of Bridge-street and Waring- 
street, and opposite to Donegal-street ; it is chiefly- 
built of granite, raised in the Dublin mountains, 
and ornamented in front with eight Ionic columns, 
resting on a broad cornice over the windows of the 
first story. In the interior is an area, and a piazza 
supported on metal columns, which is occupied as 
an exchange, and appropriated to the use of the 
merchants, who assemble for 'change from twelve 
to one o'clock on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri- 
days. There is an extensive news-room, liberally 
supplied with the principal newspapers, and other 
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peritfAioals^ and larniahed with a Tftkuible i 
ment of books and maps. There are numerous of- 
ices^ whidi are let to nerdiants and others, who 
are anxious for a central situotioB; and it also con* 
tains an assembly or ball-room. The Commission- 
ers and Committee of Police meet in one of the 
rooms ; the Permit-office is also here : and for the 
accommodation of strangers, there are a coffee-room 
and an hotel on the premises. The Bridge-street 
side is divided into a range of shops. These build- 
ings have only been a few years erected ; they cost 
about £30J060, and were built by «mie of the 
merchants of the town, who formed themselves in- 
to a joint-stock company, and have since obtained 
the protection of Parliament as a corporate body. 
The amount was divided into 200 shares, of £100 
each. 

CHAMBBB OF COMMEBCE. 

This body was instituted in the year 1600, for 
protection of the mercantile interest^ the arbitra- 
tion of differences, and the collection of factn and 
documents of every description, calculated to bene- 
fit the trade and commerce of the place. Its af- 
£urs are managed by a committee of fifteen, who 
meet regularly in the Commercial Buildings. 

THE EXCHANGE. 

The building so called, situated in the cenU« of 
the town, and which had been for many years the 
place of public resort for the merchants ^ Bd^ut, 
16 not at present used for any mercantile purpose. 
It is an unsightly bride buil&ig, <^ two stories 
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high ; the rooms over the lower area> were used 
for many years as assembly and baU-rooms— but 
they are now in a state of decay ; and the whole 
edifice is any thing but ornamental to that part of 
the town in which it stands. 

THE F08T-K)FI^ICS^ 

A mean building in Church<4treet^ is quite un« 
suited, in its accommodation and appearance^ to 
the extent and trade of such, a town as Belfast. 
We know of no alteration that would tend more 
materially at once, to benefit and to improve the 
town^ than the removal of this office to where the 
buildins called the Exchange at present stands. 
It would not require any very great expenditure 
to convert that structure into an edifice weU suited 
to the various purposes required in a Post»ofiice ; 
and we imagine it might be procured on very rea* 
sonable terms for such a design. At all events, 
we think that the vast revenue which Government 
derives from the transmission of letters to and 
from Belfast would fully sanction a little extraor- 
dinary expenditure in such a case as this. 

BANKS. 

There are four Banks in Belfast-^the Belfast 
Banking Company, the Northern Banking Compa- 
ny, a Branch of the Bank of Ireland, and a Local 
Board of the Provincial Bank. The office of the 
Northern Bank is in Bank Buildings — ^the cash- 
office is unequalled by any other in this country, 
that of the Bank of Ireland excepted ; the Belfast 
Banking Company, in Donegal-street; the Bank 
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of Ireland, in Donegal-place ; and the Provindal 
Bank, in Donegal*8treet. The capital possessed 
by the Northern Bank is £500,000; that of the 
Bdfast Banking CSompany is also £dOO,000. 

THE WHITE lilNEN HALL. 

An extensive range of building, situated in Do- 
aegai-*8quare, com^etetv surrounded by a hand- 
some railing, on a low bnck wall, coped wkh stone. 
The 9re& between the raiHng and the bmlding be- 
11^ tastefnlly plsnted with evergreens, and new- 
ering shrubs, affoirds a most agreeable prMienade 
for Uie inhabitants at all seasons. The interior of 
the building is fitted np with different offices and 
rooms for the factors, and is particularly wefl cal- 
culated for the purposes for which it was designed. 
For a length of time but a limited portion of the 
business of the bleachers and linoi-bayers was 
transacted h^re — it having been chiefly oondncfed 
br factors in Dublin ; but, since the introduction 
of steam-navigation, the system has been com- 
pletely changed, and an immense quantity of ba- 
siness is now carried on here, and in a way more 
directly calculated to serve the interests of both 
the seller and the buyer. A minute examination 
of this extensive concern would, we have no doubt, 
be very gratifying to men of business in general.* 
We have already observed, in speaking of the So- 

• In 1690, Lonis CrommelliD, a native of Pioardy, who 
had been obliged to fly from hit own country, on aocooat 
of the persecution which then raged against the HogQeootff 
obtained from King 'William a royal patent for himself ao^ 
a colony of French Protesitantt, for the fmrpoae of instmct- 
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ciety for Promoting Knowledge^ that tlie centre 
room of this building is occupied by the extenstre 
library and reading-room of that us^l institutioD, 
in which there is a cabinet of minerak^ as well ai 
several philosophical instruments. 

THE BROWN LINEN HALL^ 

Situated in Don^al-street> is an enclosed space 
of ground^ on which a number of small platforms 
are erected. Upon these the buyers standi and 
examine each web of doth, as it is presented for 
purchase. The amazing quickness and extreme 
nicety displayed in judging of the exact value per 
yard of each piece^ are matter of much surprise to 

Eersons not conversant with the practice of linen 
uying. Friday is the market-day. 

COTTON MILLS. 

Of these we have already had occasion to speak 
in page 129. The number there mentioiied, be*« 
ing eighty appear at present to be in full work. 
The proprietors are— Messrs. James Boomer and 
Ca ; Mr. W. Crossen ; Messrs. Leppers ; Messrs. 
Stephensons ; Mr. John M'Cracken ; Messrs. John 
Bell and Co. ; Messrs. jS. K. Mulhdland and Co. 
who have two concerns. 

Bedide these> there are three concerns at White- 
abbey^ one belonging to Mr. Grimshaw^ and two 
to Mr. Thomas How ; two at Bangor^ one the pro- 
perty of Messrs. M^Cullagh and Co. the other that 

iDg the natives of this country in the manufacture of flax 
and hemp ; and, under his care, the texture of home-made 
linen was improved, and the- trade became permanent. 
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of Messrs. Haiina and Ca ; one in Carrickfergufe, 
and one in Kiilileagh — the former belonging to 
Mr. James Cowan^ the latter to Messrs. John and 
William Martin. 

MARKETS. 

There are several Markets situated in different 
parts of the town : — Castle-market (for provisions) 
in Castle-place — Gowdy's-market (provisions) in 
William-street — May's-market (grain, provisions, 
poultry, fruit, &c.) Great Edward-street — Smith- 
neld public market (hay, straw, hides, cattle, po- 
tatoes) — Tomb-street market (beef, pork, and salt 
butter) — MuUin's^market (provisions) Hercules- 
street. 

BARRACKS. 

There are two barracks for infantry, and one for 
artillery. One of the former, an old building, 
situated in Barrack-street, is, however, not used 
at present — ^the range of building in Carrickfergus- 
street, which forms an extensive square, being suf- 
ficient to accommodate all the infantry which for 
some time past have been stationed in Belfast. 
The artillery barracks, also in Carrickfergus-street, 
is rather an ornamental structure, and well adapt- 
ed to the purpose for which it was designed. 'Only 
a small portion of it is at present occupied. 

Besides those charitable and benevolent insti- 
tutions which we have noticed, there are several 
others, many of them equally interesting and im- 
portant in their objects. Among these may be 
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mentioiied — The Society for the Relief of the 
Destitute Sick> established in 1826 — ^Branches of 
the Church Missionary^ Hibernian Bible, and Re- 
ligious Tract Societies — ^Ladies Bible Association ; 
and a Society for the Religious Improvement of 
the Poor of llelfast and its neighbourhood. 

Situated in various parts of the town there are 
several iron foundries^ glass and salt works> coach 
and other factories, &c. &c. ; but none of them on 
a scale of sufficient magnitude to demand any par- 
ticular notice. 



Steam-packets sail regularly on various days in 
the week, for Jjondon, Liverpool, Dublin, Gree- 
nock, and Glasgow — and, aurins the summer 
months, to the Causeway and Iion£)nderry, keep- 
ing all along dose by the shore, and allowing the 
passengers to land at the Causeway and at such 
other places as may be deemed worthy of minute 
inspection. 

On arriving in Belfast, the traveller can be at 
no loss as to convenient and suitable accommoda^- 
tion, as there are several excellent hotels in va- 
rious parts of the town ; — ^to mention any one in 
particular might appear invidious, as we conceive 
there are several which have an equal claim oft 
public favour. 

Having already spoken of the ship-yard and 
docks, in page 138, it now only remains for us to 
give some general idea of the present state of the 
trade and commerce of the town. The subjoined 

l2 
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statement^ condensed from The Gvardian newspa- 
per^ will afford -a more correct idea of the progres- 
sive improvement and real importance of JBeBast, 
than any observations of ours^ unaided by fignres, 
could possibly afford : 

TRAK. NUMBER OF VBSSELI. TOKS. 

In lOSS-^there were 67 veaseU, belongiog to the 
part of Belfast, which traded to England, 
Scotland, and Dublin, the Continent, Ame- 
rica, the West Indies, Canaries^ Holland, 
and Norway — the agg^regate number of tons 
borne beings 3^7 

In 1765 — It had 35 vessels engraged in foreign and 

80 in the home trade — carrying J 0^0 

In 1792 there were 58 vesseb belonging to the port, 

carrying 9,765 

Besides 3000 tons carried in vessels belong*- 
ing to other ports 

In 1814 — 88 vessels, being manned by 890 seamen — 
of these 10 were coasters, and in the fish- 
ing trade— number of tons 620 

And 78 in foreign and British com* 

merce 9366 

10,486 

In 1819 — 104 vessels, having 755 seamen, and car- 
rying 10,489 

In 1820—106 vessels, 670 seamen 10,2^1 

In 1827— 184 vessels, 21,557 

The merchants of Belfast are the only commer- 
cial men in Ireland who have uniformly used their 
own vessels as the carriers of their own trade. 
Their direct and extensive intercourse with the 
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West Indies, from their own port, giving them a 
decided advantage over their commercial rivals— 
80 much so, indeed, that it is astonishing that their 
example should not be imitated by the other mer- 
chants of Ulster ; and it is a remarkable fact, that 
neither the great wealth, nor the persevering en- 
terprise of the English and Scotch have been able 
to wrest the carrying trade out of the hands of the 
merchants of this town, although various efforts, 
and very strenuous ones, have been made to effect 
that object. The merchants of Belfast have ex- 
tended their trade to almost every part o^ the 
globe, not confined to chartered companies :* and 
the success which has attended their various spe- 
culations can best be appreciated by the wealth 
and rank of many still among their number, as 
well as of those who have retired from the busier 
scenes of commercial life, to spend the evening of 
their days in calm content, in some of these ele- 
gant mansions, so many of which attract the at- 
tention of the traveller in every direction of the 
surrounding country. 

From the various statements given, it wiU be 
seen that the town is daily increasing in extent 

* It is a curious (act, that for seven years previous to 
1609, the comparatively innigDificant town of Carrickfergus 
appears to have been the third port in Ireland for trade 
and commerce, being only eirceeded by Waterford and 
Dublin, as is evident from the amount of the returns of cus- 
toms at the different ports for that period. The total amount 
of customs from the port of Carrickfergus was J*399. Os. 7d. 
-—a pretty fair criterion whereby to judge of the \ovr state 
at which trade and commerce throughout Ireland was at 
that time. 
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and importaiioe : its present pspolation is estunat- 
«d at 65^000 persons ; and mm an official notice^ 
whidi has recently appeared in the public prints^* 
relatiye to various intended improyemeuts^ such as 
filling up the docks at the end of Hi^-street^ 
Waring-street^ and G^eoige's-street — ^widening and 

^ * The followiaif is an extract from the notice of a me- 
ditated application io Parliament : — '* Application is in- 
tended to be made to Parliament, in the ensuing Session, 
for a Bill to purchase and fill up the docks at the end of 
Hifh-street, Warieg-street, and George's-street, in the 
town of Belftst ; Bnd to purchase, widen, and extend the 
Ipresent quays of the said town ; to construct a floating. dock 
eastward of and adjoining to the premises of l|r. Alexander 
BI'Laine, which shall communicate with the proposed ship- 
canal, to extend (Vora the said premises of Mr. Alexander 
M^Laine to <he foot of the Flats, near the entrance of the 
Seal Channel ; and to erect and construct docks, basins, 
canals, quays, pierS;, and other works, at or near said town 
of Belfast, in the parish of Belfast, and county of Antrim, 
and in the parish of Knockbreda, in the county of Down ; 
and to divert the river Lagan, by a cut or canal, to be made 
in the parish of Knockbreda aforesaid, from the limekiln, 
near the foundry of Messrs. Coates and Young, Ballyma- 
carratt, county of Down, which cut or canal will intersect 
the roads leading from Belfast to Newtownards, Castlereagh, 
and Newtownbreda-> and at or near the termination of said 
cut or canal, to erect a gauge weir, to keep up the water 
of the river Lagan to the height of ordinary spring tides { 
and also to obtain powers io raise and carry away materials 
from the parishes of Knockbreda and Holy wood, county of 
Down, and from the parish of Belfast, in the county of An- 
trim, or from any other parishes in the neighbourhood of 
said harbour and works ; and to construct roads and other 
ways for the conveyance of same ; to levy and collect addi- 
tional or different duties on ships or vessels frequenting the 
said port of Belfast, and on goods imported into, or export- 
ed therefrom $ and to authorise and empower the Grand 
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extending the quay»— and constructing numerous 
docks^ basins^ canals^ quaySj piers^ &c. together 
with a ship-canal^ there can be no question, that 
rapid as the improvement has heretofore been^ 
there is every probability of a far more rapid ex- 
tension and greater addition being made to the 
town within the course of a very few years. We 
have heard^ that it is proposed to run the new 
bridge across the Lagan^ m a direct line from High- 
street; this would certainly be a vast improve- 
ment on the former proposition^ as it would^ we 
think, be exceedingly desirable to have the tho- 
loughfEure as direct as possible into the interior 
of the town, especially into that part in which 
mercantile and other business is chiefly transacted. 
Besides the Long-Abridge, of which we have 
spoken, a small handsome bridge, consisting of 
seven arches, also crosses the I^a^ui at Cromac ; 
and there is another, called Sarah-bridge, by which 
the river is also crossed, about three miles from 
the town. There are several bridges of minor im- 
portance in the immediate vicinity of Belfast. 

BALLYMACABBATT. 

Although not taken into account in giving the 
number of the inhabitants of Belfast, this district 
may be considered an integral part and parcel of 

Juries of the conniies of Down and Anirim io raise from 
their respective counties, and contribute towards the ex- 
pense of the said worlcsy a sum not exceeding* fifteen thou- 
sad pounds each ; or, in case of their declining to do so> to 
obtain powers by the said Bill to levy and collect tolls at 
the bridges proposed to be erected.** 
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the town; for although divided by the river Lagan^ 
it is again united by means of the Long Bridge. 
Here are extensive glass^ salt^ and other works^ 
an iron foundry^ a neat churchy &c. &c. — The po- 
pulation^ and^ consequently, the number of houses^ 
are increasing every year — ^the inhabitants are at 
present supposed to amount to nearly three thou- 
sand. 

BIYER LAGAN— CANAL TO LOUGH NEAGH. 

The river Lagan, although of very considerable 
breadth in the immediate vicinity of Belfast, and 
running nearly thirty miles^ is yet by far too in- 
considerable to be of any great advantage to the 
town in the way of trade or commerce. Bv its 
means, however, a regular communication is Kept 
up between Belfast, Lisburn, and Lough Neagh. 
Since the year 1755, upwards of £100,000 have 
been expended in forming a canal, by the assist- 
aoice of cuts in various places along the line of the 
river, where it was found too shallow for lighters 
to pass. The Lagan Navigation Company have 
now the direction of the entire line, and have made 
such judicious improvements, as materially to pro- 
mote the desired object — a speedy transit of goods 
and merchandize. This, however, can, after all, 
be only partially accomplished, as, from the cir- 
cumstance of the Company not being able to have 
a horse-track-way along the entire line, nor to in- 
troduce steam power, the journey can be perform- 
ed in a much shorter space of time by wagons 
and drays going direct. On Lough Neaeh there 
is a small steam- vessel, by which the goods taken 
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up in the lighters are rapidly conyeyed to the dif- 
ferent towns which lie in various directi<»i8 round 
that extensive sheet of water.* 



PLEASURE TOURS. 



Having now noticed every object worthy of ob- 
servation in the town of Belfast^ we shall accom- 
pany such travellers as may have a few days to 
spare^ in three or four tours of pleasure^ witiiin a 
circuit of fifteen or sixteen miles. 

The first — To Dundonald, Newtownards^ 
Strangford Lake, Grey Abbey, Donaghadee, re* 
turning by Bangor and Hollywood. The second 
— To Cobn Glen, by the mountain-road, Aossing 
by Dunmurry, to the Giant's Ring, Dmmbo, and 
Nevrtownbr^a. The third — To Crumlin, Lough 
Neagh, Shane's Castle, and Antrim, returning by 
the mountain-road ; or crossing by Doagh toCar- 
rickfergus, and returning by the shore-road. 

FIRST PLEASURE TOUR. 

Leaving Belfast in an easterly direction, by cross- 
ing the Long-bridge, and poceeding through Bal- 
lymacarratt, the traveller will have an excellent 
opportunity of formii^ a correct idea of the county 
of Down, as to the habits and manners of the 
people, its agriculture and general appearance; 
and, at the same time, of iexamining several of 

• Lough Neagh is tweniy miles long aod fifteen broad, 
and is surrounded by several of the most thriving inland 
towns in theNorth of Ireland. 
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those relics of antiquity with which this portion of 
Ireland abounds. 

As to its general surface^ nearly the entire of 
this part of the county of Down presents a pleas- 
ing, undulating appearance— consisting as it does 
of a vast number, of little hills> none of which rise 
to any considerable height ; ' and from the many 
handsome villas -and highly ornamented demesnes^ 
which will be noticed along the route which we 
Jiave marked out, the wealui and taste of the pro- 
prietors will at once appear evident — ^while the nu- 
merous comfortable cottages and respectable farm- 
houses, as well as the absence of those recorids of 
Irish misery, the mud cabins, which are so abund- 
ant in other parts of the country, afford proof alike 
satisfafj^ory of the comparative industry and com- 
fort of the working classes.* Prudent m their ha* 

* Tn " Pleasore Toan in Ireland," pablbhed in Edio- 
bnrgh, 18S5, we are informed, that bo mnch kas^tbe «o«n- 
try improved in the South, that in many instances the cot- 
taf es have feather beds — Credai Jud^sut apella I A nd again, 
the veritable author, who appears never to bave planted a 
foot on Irish ground, informs us, that ** while the poor 
Irish are in general destitute d£ all the accommodations, 
they hardly ever, except in yeafs of extraordinary distress, 
know what it is to want the absolute necessaries of life. 
The unsparing meal of potatoes, at wbjch the beggar, the 
pig, the dog, the poultry, aud the children seem equally 
welcome, seldom fails the Irish labourer; la many cottages 
the potato-pot is seldom off the fire, and the children help 
themselves when they please: and to this cause, joined to 
the general use of milk, is to be ascribed the healthy ap- 
pearance of the children, in cottages which would seem to 
be the abode of the most abject misery. The laziness of 
the lower Irish is very great ; in many places it is so ex- 
cessive, that two shillings per day in England would be 
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bits^ they are coinf(M*tablf clothed — ^the ^emiJes be* 
ing usually £ar better dressed than might be ex- 
pected from persons in their line of life ; and when 
going to fairs or markets^ both men and women 
make such an appearance as would at once gratify 
and surprise those travellers who have previously 
had only an opportunity of seeing the lower orders 
in other districts of Ireland. 

About five miles from Belfast is the village of 
Dundonald^ with its neat little church and sub- 
stantial meeting-house. Here there is a rather 
extensive bleach-green and mill. Previous to en- 
tering the village^ the traveller will perceive the 
house and pleasure-grounds of Alexander Gordon, 
£sq. ; and a little mstance from the village^ one 
of those conical mounts, which we have described 
in pa^ 82, contiguous to which, near the niouth 
of a bttle rivulet, is a pillar, formed of one huge 
rough stone, ten feet high, which is said by the 
comnion people, to turn round every night at cock- 
crdwing-^'-and to be the covering of some precious 
deposit, which no one dares to remove at the peril 
of losii^ his life in the attempt. 

Near^ ten miles from Belfast lies the town of 
Newtownards. From an eminence, about a mile 
on this side of it, there is a fine commanding view 
of Strangford Lough, with its numerous islands 
and bays, as well as of the town itself, which lies 

cheaper in the end than sixpence in Irelapd t ! '^ Such is the 
character and description given of the peasantry and theif 
condition by those who know nothing more of their habits 
nnd manners than they do of those of the natiTes of Kamt? 
«hatka. 

M 
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in a valfey at the north-west pdnt of the hu^^ 
and a wide extent of the highly-iiapnived and pn* 
tnresque country hy which it is surronnded^. in- 
cluding the extensive wooded dencsneand elegaitf 
mansion of Mount-Stewart^ the seat of the Macqids 
of Londonderry^ and a number of very handaorae 
cottages^ erected by the father of the late Manqnigi 

Newtownards is a well bnih town, the houses 
forming a kind of square, at one side of which 
is the market-house^ a handsome, substantial e& 
fice, peculiarly well adapted to the purposes htt 
which it is intended. At the entrance to the town 
is the churchy a oommodioiis and ornamental stnis^- 
ture — ^the inside particularly neat, and fitted up 
with much taste and simplicity. On either side 
of tlie altar or commnnionrtaU% plain whkit mac^ 
ble tablets have been erected^ to the memorj of 
the late Marquis of Londonderry and! his SEtther^ 
on which are simply reeoided, their c^,. day of 
death, and the prominent situation h^ by: ths 
former in the councils of the state. New to the 
church stands the parsonage, and a vi^ handsome 
school-house, in the Grothic style, a monument of 
the benevolence and good feeling of the late Mar- 
chioness of Londonderry^. 

Str^igford Lough, which is^ about twenty-one 
miles long and seven miles broad, is said, to he' tKe 
longest aSit water loimh in Ireland. The ba^ of 
Strangford forms an iiuet of about seven miles in 
length, and rather more than one in Inreadth — 
through which the sea runs with great rapidity. 

The road ^m Newtownards to Mount-Stewart 
house lies along the northern shore of the Lough; 
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afid tbe if^ tUii GoiiiifortiBtble appeardnoe pteseht^ 
0^ by tlie cottages^ wbieh are miilt in tbe Gotbie 
sfyle^ a^^ imth to tbe iiiteredt of tbfs defigbtfhl 
(Mve. Moimt Stefwait bouse is ratber a plain 
Imfldiii^^ fyt fh^ resideiice of al v^^iSij nobleman; 
Imt it h paftknlarly ^eH sftiiafeed, c^nnmanding 
sill ATfMuid a fariety of intereisting and' e:s^ten8ive 
-^iews. Tbe iem^n^ is tastefully planted^ and 
laid <mt in trailtei and pleasure-drives. Tbe gar-* 
dens and bot-bouses, tvbjcb are on a large scale^ 
HM tie fbnnd wortby of Mspection. 

Proceedlto towards Gteyabbey, a small ttiwft 
About sit m&S and a balf frotii Kewtownards^ tbe 
ttraydleil nifa^ drive tbn>ugb Lord Londonder)r/si 
demesne, wmcb is tbe mote pleasing roiute, and eon- 
iid^abty sbortet tkan by tb^ bigb rbad. At €h*ey. 
abbey tbere is mucb to interest tbe admirer of tbe 
picturesque^ as well as tbe antiquary: — ^tbe vener- 
able ruins- of tbe once celebrated abbey, wbicb are 
of great extent, in »x)d preservation^ and finely 
sitnated for effbct-^nie fine old mansion-bouse of 
tbe Montgomery fbmily^ seated on tbe side of tbe 
lake, and surrounded Dy scenery, tbe richness and' 
variety of ivbicb can scarcely fall to fascinate even 
^e most careless observer. Tbe pleasure-grounds 
are laid ont in a' tastefiil and elegant manner, and 
at tbe rere of tbe bouse^ on an eminence several 
bundred feet above tbe level of the lake, there is 
a neat, omaniental building, erected by Mrs. Mont- 
gomery fbr a tea-bouse, where strangers are per« 
mitted to dine or partake of such reneshments as 
tbey may bring with them, and from which one of 
t^e most delightful prospects that can possibly be 
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conceived presents itself: — the Isjce^ with its .in- 
numerable islands^ lyii^ ^ the midst of a fin^y 
cultivated and highly improved oountry-^the ab- 
bey in ruins — several very el^ant mansions im- 
mediately beneath the eye — and the view in the 
distance being of the most sublime description. 
A few hours spent in this neighbourhood weald, 
we thinks be productive of much pleasure and 
gratification to the tourist anxious to behold na- 
ture in '' her rudest and her fedrest forms ;" — ^fbr 
here the magnificent and pleasing, the bold and 
luxuriant, meet the eye almost at a single glance. 
The miserable condition of this district previoos 
to the Settlement of Ulster by James I. about 
which time Hugh, afterwards Viscount Montgo- 
mery,* came over to Ireland — as well as the &st 

* The manner in which the Montgomery family became 
posseued of this fine tract of country, is gathered from the 
M8S. recently published, and from the '* Grand In^iaithn 
of the County Down,** 

** Con O'Neill, chief of South or Upper Cbndeboy, 
whose castle was that of Castlereagh, having, about Christ- 
mas, 1602, a ' grand debauck' at Castlereagh, with his bro* 
thers, friends, and followers, he sent his servants to Belfiist 
for more wine ; but, in returning, a quarrel took place be- 
tween them and some English soldiers, near the Knoefc. 
Church, and they lost their wine. Con, inquurinlr Into 
this transaction, learned from themselves that their number 
exceeded that of the soldiers ; on which he swore * by hW 
father, and the souls of his ancestors/ they should never be 
servants of his till they had beaten the ' buddagh Sattetmgk 
toldiert,* On this threat they returned; armed, and At- 
tacked the soldiers, several of whom were killed in the af- ' 
fray $ and Con was soon after taken up as an abettor, and 
sent prisoner to Carrickfergus castle. The seveHty of his 
first confinement was soon mitigated by a permission to ifftlk 
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Steps > of . the rapid impovement which attended 
that, measure — ^are strikingly pourtrayed in the fol- 
lowing extract^ taken from the Montgomery MSS. 
just idluded to : — 

'^ In the spring time> 1606^ those parishes were 
now- more wasted than America (wnen the Spa- 
niards landed there^) but were not at all incum- 
bered with great woods to be felled and grubbed^ 
to the discouragement or hindrance of the inha- 
bitants ; for in all those three parishes aforesaid^ 
thirty cabins could not be founds nor any stone 
wilUs^ but ruined^ roofless churches^ and a few 
vaults at 6reyabbey> and a stump of an old castle 
inNewtown^ in each of which some gentlemen shel- 
tered themselves at their first coming over. But 

ihrongh the town during the day, attended by a soldier, 
who returned him to the provost- marshal at night. He at 
length obtained his liberty in the following manner : — 
Thomas Montgomery, master of a barque, which traded 
thither with meal for the garrison, was employed by Hugh 
Moi^gomery, bis relation, io endeavour to efiect Con'a 
escape. Having got letters conveyed to Con, acquainting 
him of the steps about to be taken, he began by making 
love to Annas Dobbin, daughter of the provost-marshal $ 
and marrying her, through her effected Con's escape, who 
waft conveyed on board Montgomery's vessel, and landed 
at Largs in Ayrshire. In 1605, Con obtained bis pardon 
from James I. at the suit of the above Hugh Montgomery* 
aad James Hamilton ; but for their efiecting of his escape, 
aud this service, he had previously made over most of his 
lands to them, of which they immediately obtained a new 
patent from the crown. April 35, 1606, we find Con grant- 
ing the lands of Bally rosboye, in the Galliugh, between 
Castlereagh and Belfast, io a Thomas Montgomery, pro- 
bably the above-mentioned Thomas, for his share in effect- 
ing his escape.*' 
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Sff Hugh, in the said spriag, 1>n>ii^ wicii 1mi 
divess artifieeis, as snwbs^ masons, earpmten, 
Sod. Tb0f sosoi mode cottages and booths fer 
themselves, because sods and sapiins of ashes^ i^ 
ders, and birch trees (above tbitty years old) with 
rushes for tiwtcli, and boshes for wat^s, were at 
hand. And also they made a i^^ter <^ the said 
stump «f the castle for Sir Hu^, whose resid^Kie 
was mosdy thene, as in the eemtoe of hemg sop- 
plied widi neoessaries from Belfast <b«t six mifes 
thence), who therefore came and set up a mvket 
in Newtown, for profit for both l^e towns. As 
likevnse in the summer seasui (twice, sometimes 
thrioe, every week) they were suppMed from Scot- 
land, m Donaehadee was 4^iben^, becaase but 
three hours' sail from Portpatrick, where they be- 
spoke provisions and neoessmes to lade in, to be 
brought over by their own or that town's bcmts^ 
whenever wind and weather served th^n, for there 
was a constant flux of passengers oominff daily 
ova* 1607, J^o. might see streets and tene- 
ments r^ulariy set out, and houses rising as it 
were out of the ground (like Cadmus's colony) on 
^ sudden, iso that these dwellings became towns 
immediately. Yet among all this care and inde- 
fotigable industry for their families, a place of 
God's honour to dwell in was not forgotten or ne- 
glected; for, indeed, our forefathers were more 
pious tl»a ourselves, and so soon as said stump of 
the old castle was so repaired (as it was in Ihe 
spring time, 1606,) as might be shelter for the 
year's summer and harvest, for Sir^Hugh and his 
servants that winter, his piely made some good 
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of prmdam m ihose tsii «eaioiu» towarda 
nwfiflg and filrting the dumoel of that church, for 
the wwrship of God ; and therein he needeth Hot 
withdraw kk own planters from woiknig for them-* 
•dkes^ beeauae there were Irish Oibeonets and 
GaeroDS enough n hia woods^ to hew and draw 
timber §ot his sanctuary; axid the general free 
contribution of the planters^ some with money, 
others with handycrans, and many with labouring, 
was so great and willingly given, thAt the next 
year after this, before winter, it was made de* 
eently serviceable; and Sir Hugh had brought over 
at finft two or three chaplains with him for these 
parifihes. In summer, f606, some of the priory 
walls were roofed and fitted for his lady and chil- 
dren, and servants (which were many,) to live in. 
Now every body lakided their trades, and the 
plough ana the spade, building, and setting fruit- 
trees, &c. in orchards and gardens, and by ditch- 
ing in their pounds. The old women spun, and 
the youiur girls plied their nimUe fingers at knit- 
ting"— end every body was innocently busy. Now 
the fMen peaceable age renewed ; no^ strife, con- 
tention, querulous lawyers, or Scottish or Irish 
feuds between clans and families, and simames, 
disturbinff the tranquility of those times ; and the 
towns and temples were erected, with other great 
works done, even in troublesome years. 

" He (Sir Hugh, the first Viscount Montgo- 
mery) sent over to Bonaghadee (by the under- 
standing Irish then called Dotm da ^kee, i. e. the 
mount or burial place of the two worthies or heroes) 
before him some hewn freestone, timber, and iron, 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



188 FLSA80HB T0UB8. 

&c. of which he caused to be buih a lo\r stone* 
walled house for his reception and lodgings when 
he came from or went to Scotland. Mariners^ 
tradesmen^ and others, had made shelter fiv them- 
selyes before this time; but the Viscount's was 
the first stone dwelling*house in all the pariah.* 

He also wholly repaired the Church of Oray- 

abbey." 

Of the parish of Greyabbey, in the year 1634, 
the writer says, that it contained '' a double-rooied 
house, and a baron and fewer flankers, with bake- 
ing and brewing houses, stables, and other need- 

. * *' HU Lordabip brouj^ht over a page to hig lady, Ed- 
ward Betty, the prettiest little man I ever beheld. He 
was of a blooming damastk rose complexion ; his hair was 
of a shining gold colour, with natural ring-like curls bftog- 
iog down, aud dangling to his breast, and so exact in the 
symmetry of bis body and limbs to his stature, that no 
better shape could be desired to a well-carved statue. His 
wit was answerable to what his comely face might pro- 
mise — and his cunning no less ; for many times, when gen- 
tlewomen, that did not frequent Newtown-house since the 
tirst Viscount's deMh, till the second Lord brought hia 
lady to live therein, came to pay visits to her ladyship, this 
beautiful mannick was often mistaken for one or the other 
of his lordship's sons, aUd taken up by the gentlewomen on 
their Iaps« and thay kiosed him to make him prattle, which 
he could very well do as a child. He kept them in their 
ignorance so long as to have occasion enough to make hia 
lady sport : nay, sometimes he would protract his conversn 
till his lady came from her chamber to see the female visit- 
ants* his unmannerlyness being reproved by his lady, so to 
impose on the gentlewomeuf as to sit on their knee and 
promote the error* You may believe the mistaken ladies 
blufthed, and were extremely ashamed — and this happened 
when he had passed twenty years of age.*'— Ifonlfomsry 
mss. 
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fill office houses ; they are built after the fbrraigne 
and English manner^ with outer and inner courts 
walled about^ and surrounded with pleasant gar- 
denS| orchards^ meadows, and pasture enclosures, 
under view of the said house, called Eosemount, 
fnun which tlie manner taketh name." 

Of the Abbey the following rather curious de- 
scription is giyen :-— '^ Neare and in view of Rose- 
mount house, are the walls of a large abby of cu- 
rious WDrk> (ruinated in Tireowen's rebellion) ; it 
is called in inquisitions and patents Abathium de 
fugo Dei ; in Irish, Monestrelea ; in English, 
Gray (or Hoare) Abby, from the order of hjars 
who enjoyed it ; and had, in ancient times, belong- 
ing thereunto, all its own parish, both in spiritu- 
alibus et temporalibus, conferred by De Courcy, 
Bl the inshanes of his wile, the king of the Isle of 
Man's daughter, as Cambden reports (if I remem- 
ber aright) in the annales of that island. To this 
abby' belonged also divers lands and tithes in the 

county of Antrim, viz* out of Ballymena. 

Campion reports (p. 69) that the said abby, Innes 
and Comer, were built A. D. ] 196 and 1199 ; but 
in all my researches I could not find figures or any 
stimes either of the abby or of the castles aforesaid, 
to denote the year when they were erected, and 
who views the walls and mines of this monastry, 
will allow many years to the building of it. The 
church thereof was in part roofed, and slated, and 
re-edifyed, and a yeard thereunto walled about, 
and a competent stipend given for that by the said 
first Lord Montgomery ; and, in A. D. 1665, it 
was new roofed again by the heirs of William 

m3 
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If oDtgomerv, and by coMtritmtioDS of gentienen 
CMicenied tn^rein." 

Some writers have stated tha sambar of islaiidB 
in StrangfordLougli to ba upwards of two Irandtcd, 
bat it hia be^i aseertained that there axe not man 
than fifty-four. Same are inhabited; m otims 
eattle of vaxwoA kinds are kept by the profvieteis 
of the grounds on the opposite ahore. U|»tt ooe 
of them there ia a ray astensive rdibit«wnn 
The individoal who resides on this island had 
many years derived a oansideirable inoame 
the sale of the zabbit«4idns^ and altfaot^ he had 
erected a very good hoose^ he never once cfareaxaed 
of paying any thing in the diape of exdae or taxB. 
At lengUi^ iiowever^ a t^-gatheieer, who had. poEid 
a visit to the houses on the n^gUouidng ahava, 
beheld with anxious gaae the goodly ediiiee wiadh 
pnraented itself upon the island^ and determaad 
upon visiting it in the name of his Majeafcv. The 
proprietor cf the plaee» having been in uba halnt 
of receiving visits from persons who came to fat* 
diase his skins^ and supposing tiie taxmaai to be 
one pf them^ sent off a boat to fetdi him to the 
island. On reaching the place^ the man of taxes 
began to make various inquiries as to the tkne the 
house had been erected^ the number of wdBdowa» 
hearths^ &e.at contained; and^ having gained the 
desired information^ he immediately demanded, 
on behalf of his Majesty, a oonsidesable siim> as 
the amount of taxes and urears due upon the 
place. In vain the ^oor man protested against 
the proceeding, as an imposition — in vain he con- 
tended, that the demand never having been made 
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heSfae, be bad no rigbt to pay it tbea. Tiie 
stranger was inexiHrable> and nothing trould satis- 
fy him bat the payment of the money doifm, or, 
Ia default thereof, he threatened to return diiectj 
with a party of the army, and lead« dirive, and 
eany away all that he oomd find upon the island. 
At length, feanng rach a eatastropb^ and finding 
ev&f dfort to soften the hard heart of the excise* 
man oooopletely frustlesa^ the poor man paid down 
the amount demanded, and got a r^ular acknow* 
lodgment lor the same ; and the officer, having put 
the money ia his poi^t, haughtily deirired that he 
might be nut ashore. ''No, no," said the old 
man, ''although his Majesty may compel me to 
pay taxes, he cannot oompel me to keep a boat to 
new you sad the likes of you back and forward. " 
Aiter many threats and entreaties, the islander at 
last ceosented, as he had brought his visitor over, 
to give him ' a M of a row' back again ; and both 
gettsng into the boat, along with a young lad, son 
ta the proprietor, they puUed for some time in 
the digection of the ahore. When about midway, 
however, the islander, quietly laying down his 
oar, infosmed the officer, that altbo^h he had 
praoneed to give hkn '« bii of a raw/ be had Vi<^y&t 
BBf mtention of tudung him the entire way, and 
that he must now do the best he could, as he 
was himaelf oblig^ to return to the island, or 
that they would land him on Fhaddy I#h«g> .(a 
laige nniki which was visible at low water, but 
was many feet beneath the surfiice at full tide}--^ 
from which, i/Ae shouted ioud enoMght perhaps some 
of his friends on the shore might hear him, and 
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send a boftt to convey him the remaiadev of the 
distenoe. On the other protesting iig8U«»t snch 
coi^uct, and insisting that they should continue! 
their labour^ and take him ashore — ^the old Bsan, 
pulling his our into the boat^ and deairing his;aon to 
do the same^ very drily observed^ that if the gen- 
tleman did not wish to quit the boat^ they ^rould 
not insist upon his doing so^ as they '^ could swim 
like twa water-dogs/' and thus easily regain the 
island ; but that if he chose to pay them for it, they 
would willingly land him at any place he wish^* 
Finding himself outwitted by the islanders, the 
oificer deemed it the more advisable way to ac- 
cede to the terms proposed^-^when, to his astonish- 
ment, he found that the demand was nothing less 
than the entire amount he had received for the 
taxes, together with a receipt for those of the fbl« 
lowing year, and a special engagement, ' that he 
would never again return to that island to demand 
taxes : or excise. - Hard as the terms were, he was 
at length compelled to accede to them, rather than 
take the alternative of being left to drift out to 
sea in an open boat, on a tide which, at the time, 
was -running at the rate of nine miles aii hour, 
with scarcely- a hope of relief from any quarter. 
It is sciarcely necessary to observe> that having paid 
back the money, and given the required receipt, 
the crest-fallen tax-man was put safely ashore, 
and never again visited the island, or trusted him- 
self in company with so tricky a customer as the 
old dealer in rabbit-skins.* 

• There are several other interesting anecdotes connected 
trfth the lake and the islands — among tli«m the following t 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



DONAOHADEJB. 193 

The road from Greyabbey toDo&aghadee> a drive 
ef about eight miles^ ift rather uninteresting. How> 
ever^ when the traveller has arrived within a short 
distance of the latter place^ a very extensile aUd 
grand prospect presents itself to view — ^the Irish 
sea, the Copeland Isles^ the light-hoase^ the Ailsa 
Craig,* and the high lands of Gallowayshire ; and 

The Ute celebrated Marquis of Loodondenry, vvhile yet a 
boy, havins been permitted by his tutor to take a sail on 
the lake, In a stnail pleasure-boat, was accompanied by a 
youib of nearly his own age. "When at a considerable 
ditiiBice from the shore, in trying to tack about, a gust 
of wiad having taken the sail, the boat upset, and both the 
lads were precipitated into the water. Lord Londonderry 
was an excellent shimmer, and could easily have made his 
way to the shore i but, unfof tunately, his companion was 
unable to make the slightest exertion to save himself, and, 
wiiboQt Btsistance, must inevitably have perished. To the 
honour of .Lord Londonderry it deserves to be recorded, 
that heedless of that first principle of human nature, as it 
is called, *' self-preservation," with the greatest nobleness 
of mind, be determined on saving his companion, or perish- i 
ing- in tfav attempt, and fbr a considerable time continued 
. io support bis head over the water, in the hope that the 
accident might have been observed from the shore, and 
that a boat would be sent to their reliei ;— and such was the 
case. The tutor, seeing the boat upset, instantly procured 
asHstanee ; but although all possible haste was made, by 
the time it reached them, they were so exhausted, that it 
was with some difficulty the one was restored to animation — 
and with regard to the other, the moitt dangerous conse- 
quences were for some time apprehended. Beth, however, 
speedily recovered, and without any thing of serious illness 
having tidLen place. Had the boat been but a fewmoments 
longer in arriving, death would certainly have been the 
consequence of his Lordxhip's humanity. 

* The Ailsa tJraig. on the Scottish coast, is of a conical 
shapA, forming an irregulur elliptic, about 1,100 feet high. 
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more immediately under the eye a very fineeoiin- 
try^ adorned with a number of cetta^ and gen- 
tlemen's seats^ of everj size and quality. Among 
ethers, the hwdsome residence of Nicholaa Dek- 
dierois Crumlin^ Esq. and Mrs. Vaoghan, oonspi- 
cnously present theoMd^res. 

Danaghadee, a small sea-port tonm on the north- 
eastern coast^t from which the packets proceed for 
Portpatrick^ is rather a cheerfdl leaking pkc^, tiie 
greater proportion of lie houses, wludi are all 
whitewashed, forming a kind of crescent, fronting 
the harbour. At one end of the town tibere is a 
rath or mound of earth, of the descriptlim to which 
we have so frequently alluded. It is said to be 
seventy feet hi^, and so broad on the top, as to 
admit of upwards of one hundred persons standing 
on its summit. It commands an exceedingly fine 
view of the Irish sea, the coast, and the country 
which lies around it. 

» The pier and harbour recently ibrmed here are 
well worthy of inspection. The stene-treik is of 
a very fine description, very compactly fitted to- 
gether, and finished off in a supenor manner — ^in- 
oeed, we think, in a style quite unneoessary for 
such an erection. The expense is cidcuiatc^ at 

3,300 feet in leni^th* and S,800 feet in breadth, rmng 
abreptly fram the sea. A t a very conaideieble height stand 
the rains of an old chapel or toiMr, to which visiters are 
obliged to scrauble op by an iinoertain and hasardoos palh. 
Myriads of aea-fowl nestle among the rooky cievifles, and 
at timet appear in such eoantless nomberst as, when on the 
wing, to hide the sun from the vidw of the spectator. 

t The breadth of the channel^ from Donagbadee to the 
Scottish coast, is not rnvre than six leagues. 
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£I45t,O0O; and it will yet rcjiuire fimr or five 
years to complete it. It contains seven acres of 
gfoimd, and is calculated to hold sixty vessels of 
ike larger class. The old {oer is to be taken away. 
It is the general opinioa^ that by far too large a 
sum has been expended on this harbour, for any 
advantage which oaa pepsibl^ result firom its fox^- 
otion. Had the money lavished on this underr 
taking, been judiciously applied in improving the 
entrance to ^e loiigh of Belfast, ana rendering 
the navigation of the channel which run« up tp 
the quay of that towUj less difficult and dangerous^ 
a much more important benefit would have been 
rendered to the merchants of Belfa^, and to the 
mercantile interest ia general, than can ever pos- 
sibly be expected from the improvements which 
have been made at Donaghadee. 

^ On the Copeland Isles,* which lie off a short 
distance from this point, forming the northerxi 

* The Copeland IbIab are titxiatad on tba south aide of 
this bay. They are three in namber, known by the names 
of Big Isle^ Cross or Light-house Isle, and Maw or Mew 
Isle. Big Isle contains about 880 acres of land, mostly 
arable, let at £i lOs. |ier acre; it is weU waleied, and 
the chief produce tseorn, barley, potatoes, and flax. Their 
chief fuel is peat, brought from the Down shore. Some 
k^p is mttde dnrimg saamier. On the west is a small bay, 
oaltod Ohapel bay, firom some vestiges of a chusch being 
there i hece the iababiiaots- bury snch dead iiodies as are 
cast oB Bhore*<»bat they bnry their own dead on the main* 
land. In 1743 this isle contained six iamilies; in 1811, 
eight dweiliog-hoBses and 51 inhabitants; at pBeseni the 
latter amonnt to near 100* There is a seboolmasler on this 
hlaadf who hat twenty«etght scholars, for each of which 
he receives 5d. per week. Cross or Light-house Isle con* 
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boundary of the bay of Bdtet, there is a light- 
house, on an improved aAtetraietioki. 

Fram Doaafffaadee to Bangor, distant about six 
and a half niiks, the road is very good, but there 
is nothing tiroithv of observation on the line, with 
the exception <tf an ext^isiye and extraordinary 
building, erected some time since by David Ker, 
Esq. of Portavo, the particular uses of which we 
were not able exactly to learn. 

Bangor is a neat, clean, little town, pleasantly 
situated on the coast, and is much resorted to by 
the fashionable folk of Belfiist and the surrounding 
country, for the purpose of sea-bathing. There is 
a good harbour, from wh&ace, during the summer 
season, thousands <^ cattle are annually shipped 
for England and Scotland. There are two exten- 
sive cotton factories h»e; and a number of fe- 
males are employed here and at Donaghadee, in a 
kind of embroidery or needlework, which is much 
esteemed in the inetropolis and many other parts 
of Ireland, and even in England. 

From the hill, a little above the town, the pros- 
tains about thirty aaret* and is rented by the government 
far keeping a light-house upon it ; a great part of the Jand 
is arable. In I74S it contained one family, and in 181 1, two 
families, or fifteen inhabitants. Larks are often found dead 
here in considerable narobers« being killed by flying at 
night against tbe light«houae. Mew Isle, formerly called 
Goose Ule, is not inhabited : it lies low, and is rocky, co- 
vered with alight stratum of earth. In 1811, it contain- 
ed sixteen head of thriving young horned cattle. Thesn 
Islands were anciently attached to the abbey of Bangor : 
at present ihey belong to David Ker, £sq. Portavo.— 
M*8kim. pp Sfl8, 9S9. 
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pect in firont and to the right is very exten^ve and 
imposing : the Antrim sh.ore^ as far as Island Ma-* 
gee — ^the Lotigh^ as it lies extended in its length 
and breadth^ with its nmnerotis shipping — and a 
distant thongh distinct view of the Scottish coast. 

There are two roads from Bangor to Belfast^ 
that by the shbre^ thongh hilly^ is much the more 
interesting. Perhaps there is not in Ireland a 
more delightful drive than this — and that not 
merely as it regards the beauty of its natural 
scenery, but also the elegance and taste displayed 
in the numerous seats and villas with whidi it is 
studded in every direction. To these we can 
■merely allude while passing along. 

In the immediate vicinity of the town is Bangor 
Castle^ the residence of Colonel Ward, surround- 
ed by a beautiful demesne and extensive pleasure- 
grounds, which are at all times open for the in- 
spection and recreation of respectable visiters.*— 
The castle, which is a splendid mansion, can, it 
is said^ on a clear day, be distinctly seen eight olr 
ten leagues at sea. On the demesne there is a 
very excellent and extensive Sunday-school, under 
the patronage of one of the Ccdonel's sisters. 

A short way from th's, at Ballyleady, are the 
elegant demesne and noble mansion of Lord Duf- 
feriuy also well worthy of being visited ; while 
close to the shore, about two miles from Bangor, 
is Crawford's-bum, the seat of Sharman Crawford, 
Esq. One mile further on is Kockfort, the pro- 
perty of N. Tumley, Esq. In this beautiful de- 
mesne, into which respectable travellers are also 
invariably admitted, are numerous caves, grottoes. 
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fieaMm-gnmnds^ &c. &>& (mmadliNffily aiWn- 
lag this is CSnugiiv«d^ the nendenoe «f Mr. lUbes ; 
And abowt '4me mile from the viyiq^ #£ Sr<silfwood^ 
finely wtoated^ is Gultra^ l^e ancient .manmn Bad 
4eli^«fiil pleasnare-groiuids of H. Kennedy^ fisq. 
Here there is a very handsome pier and quay; and 
«t ^iiB pkce> in the first week of June in each 
^ear^ i»ery«pl«ii4id regattas take dlace^ under the 
diveetion of the Norlfiaii Yacht Clnb^ consistmg 
of a nRim^r of iihe most respectable gentlemen 
of the counties of Down and Antrim. Strangers 
are allowed to walk through the grounds, which 
are tastefully laid out> and from which the eye 
finds numerous delightful prospects in various di- 
recticms. Not fear from Hollywood^ t^ travdler 
will notice die magnificent mansion and princely 
danesne (^ Cunningham 6r^^ Esq. The house 
is built and fitted up in the most superb and 
splendid style^ and the grounds^ which are exten- 
sive, are beautlfally pluited and very ta8te&i% 
laid out. 

The che^ifol little village of floll3rwood is much 
frequented finr sea-bathing, and ta its iannediate 
neighbeurliood are numerous handsome villas and 
pretty cottages, chiefly belonging to the gentry, 
merchants, and traders of Belfast, or to those who, 
having acquired a competency, have telared from 
;die busier scenes of life. 

About half a mile from Hollywood is the eooi- 

fortable residence of M'Cartn^, fisq. ; and 

a little further on the Palaoe of we Bishop of 
Down «nd Connor, the grounds araund whidi have 
been neeently mudi kmpMwA by the tasHe M^f tiw 
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rae^ent pf^rietor^ Bislu^ Mant Vnm tMs to 
Bdlast tiiera are aeiEKerid Teiy neat liouset, amoaig 
others ^Ufiden^ the residence of Dr. Halidaj « the 
neatly-iplioited groiuids around which particolarljr 
attract the faTouraUe> natioe o{ the traFelier. 

SBCOND PLEASURE TOUR^ 

•Th« WU roAd i Colin GU«ii— firoMting by BuBuany an4 
Iduahejg — and returoiiyp by Drumbo, Malone, New* 
townbreda, Belvoir Patk.^ and Ormeau. 

QBittiiig Belfast in a aoulh-^eataiy dii-ection, 
the only objeeta in the imburbs worthy of notioe 
are an extensiFe distillery^ a lai^ cotton-mill, be* 
longing to Messrs. Boomer and Campbell^ and Mr. 
Cianstim'a Hoor-fliilL A short way £rom town, is 
the Lnnatic Asylum, to which we have abeady 
refened in page 103. The travdkr who may not 
before have had im opportunity of inspecting a 8i<* 
mikr institution, would do well te visit the esta- 
bliahment here. We understand that the tab- 
vernor, Mr. Cumaiiag> is most obliging and at- 
tentiye to respectable strangers, permitting them 
te view the numepous wardjB^ and giving every i&« 
£Dcmati<m as to the mode of conducting the instil* 
tutioa, Scc^ The expense of biuldiog, together 
with the fine paid for the ground (twenty-one 
acres) amounting to about ^^,000, was defrayed 
bv the counties of Antrim and Down. It is eapa- 
ble of aooMnmodatiu 106 patients. 

The country in this direction onwards, along the 
foot and side of die mountain, presents a scene of 
the most pleasing and gratifying description— ^nu- 
merous extensive bleach-greens, with the houses 
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and finely planted demesnes of the wealthy pro- 
prietors.* The green of John Sinclair^ Esq. first 
presents itself; and a little farther on, that of 
WiUiam M'Cance^ Esq. On the right hand side 
of the road stands the private residence of the lat- 
ter gentleman^ an elegant^ though plain building, 
with handsome pleasure-grounds ; and a little fur- 
ther on is seen the neat and comfortable house of 
Matthew Charley^ Esq. In ascending the hill^ to 
the left appears the ma^ificent mansion of John 
M'Cance, Esq. of Suffolk — the most splendid, 
perhaps, belonging to any man of business in 
the kingdom ; — ^while a short distance higher up 
towards the Black-mountain, lies the far-famed 
Colin Glen, by some esteemed nearly equal to the 
Dargle in the county of Wicklow. To this en- 
chanting spot numerous parties of the inhabitants 
of Belfast resort during the summer season. 

" The banks which form Colin Glen belong 
to the river of the same name, and are planted 
from the Falls road towards the mountains, for 
the space of two miles. The stream is shaUow^ 
but of considerable breadth ; and this place cer- 
tainly unites more natural and artificial beauty 
than any of the mountain rivers. The banks on 
many occasions must be more than two hundred 
feet in height, overspread with young and flou- 
rishing trees. It is by far the' most extensive 
plantation in the parish, and the view of this part 

* About three Diiles from town, in this direction, com- 
roeaces the new road acrosg the mountain to Crumlio, to 
which wa shall have occasion more particularly to allude in 
the jfeHowing tour. 
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of the glen^ from some elevated points, is emi- 
nently beautiful. The high and shelving banks) 
are covered over with such a mass of leaves and 
branches, that the rivulet below seems emboscnned 
in green. For the last quarter of a mile, however, 
these banks assume a very different aspect. They 
are formed of rocks, generally perpendicular and 
inaccessible, often overhanging their base, and in. 
many places crumbling to pieces, and rent with 
fissures. Dependant upon the windings of the 
stream, they often form, on this account, the re-: 
semblance of vast amphitheatres, crowned with 
low shrubs, and exduoing from the bed of th& 
river, because of their height and circuitousness,^ 
every distant object but the ethereal sky. To the 
geologist this place is one of the most curious in 
oui: idand, and to all it must appear grand and 
impressive.* The innumerable little cascades that 
have^ in their fall for ases, hollowed deep cavi- 
ties — the confusion of to^ls and shrubs which pre- 
vails — ^the towering banks-— the view which in 
some s^s may be caught of the circumjacent 
mountains — ^the solitude which generally reigns in 
this beautiful glen— altogether lorm a scene which 

* ''The most remarkable cariosities are the nomberless 
petrifhetions which are found imbedded in the rooks that 
coofine the river. They are so extremely abundant, that' 
-this plaee has acquired yreat celebrity, being always visited 
by strangers who have inclination for such pursuits. The 
marine ezuvisB and organic remains found in the Mulatto 
at the Black mountain, are also not less numerous than 
wonderful. They consist not only of shells, but of various 
kinds of bones ; some perhaps, the remains of terrestrial 
animi|lB, but dften likewise of an uncertain origiii/' 
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is eapftble of exdtin^ the most intense aiid tfrety 
interest. At die 't6p of tlie glen ib a aoBiJIwa' 
terfkH^ prbjeeted f^to the roclr in ttv^ MWetent 
streams whic^ cross edch other at the bottom. 
They fUl into a deep^ or^ according t6 the fmbtkm 
of the coHiftrr people^ an anfi&thomoMtf wdDj, iftb' 
hedded in rodns ; beside wHdk, add Abbv^ a well 
of a simihir kind^ supplied by ^notlher m feg fa lF, 
there are about a dozmi holes hollowed otttr of the 
sofid stone. The^ are eiMtipletefy drcnlar^ gene^ 
rally about the sise of a< loffge bafflir> btit much 
deeper, and evideirtly the work of naiAuiefw l%ey 
are* smooth within, though not n^n&r, as" m most 
of them a mece of rock projects up* in the middle^, 
whidi is auo as lerri as die cnryeMif^ of the hde. 
Ther are generally filled wilfh WBMer, eren those 
which are above the lerel of the accent weO^, 
and appear to have no^ communication wfdk* tiiiim. 
a cmnimstance which piobabfy arises ^m^ sbme 
internal means of supply. TEtough tfttces of sisch 
holes may be frequent at wai»rSiIIs, and thou^ 
diere are marks of sevend near many of tie 1$sr^- 
rents in this very river^ there aie^ oertafitti^r *^ 
jdaces where they are so nomerons or so p^r&df bv 
their formation. It is difficult to account ior theur 
origin ; but they have most probably been caused 
by the aetion oi water gradually wasmng. awey the 
fifofter psarts <if the rock. The covntrr people- calif 
this place the 'Rumbling Bote/ and'lbok upon* ft 
widi no little veneration."* 
Leaving the Glen, the traveller will- now cross 

• StalUtical Account, pp. 170— I8S. 
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the cMMmCiy by the Tilhee of Daimrany^ whidi in 
i^Hhewt exoepildoD one of tbe neatest, deaneet^ and 
most O0infortelile spota to be met with in the conn*' 
try. The milk hne are the property of Messrs. 
Huntsr. Crossing the road mm LisDnm to Bd« 
fs»ty the d^^elling and gresnds of Mr. Cnrtiee^ of 
Oieaxbaroy appear finely sitnated^ on one- side of w 
small lake^ and those of William Charley> £sq« 
of Se^oiir-hillf> on the other. 

Within one mile of lisbum lies the beantifhP 
Tillage of Lambeg> the residence of many highly 
ireapeotable people. Convenient to this yiUage are^ 
the magnifieent honse and bleach-grounds of Ales* 
ander Williamson, Ssq. 

Betnming to Belfast by Newtownbreda, tifw' 
tooriBl: w31 pass through the Tillage of L]ne-end> 
not far from which are the extensive Tains of 
Hill-hall. This part of the country- is very fertite, 
and thidkly staddied with well-built slated hna^ 
houses, which partake of the comfort so peroeiva^ 
ble and so gratifying in those of the gentry.-— 
Of 1^ cottages in tma neighboarhood, the author 
of the '' Statistical Aeoount of fiel^ist" observes^ 
'* They are usually low> and thatched with straw, 
but ait the same time white, dean, and oommo- 
dioua. These in Malone, which are chiefly occu- 
pied^ by the descendants of Sn^sh settlers, are 
paHiciuarly admired for their extreme beauty and 
neatness* Many of them are accompanied with> 
small gardens or orchards, which certainly form 
cma of the mijMsipal attractions of a district which 
is possessed of many great, but almost indtecriba- 
ble charms. The private roads in Upper and 
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Lower Makne^ in the neigkboaring pariab of 
Drumbeg, and ia great part of Derriaghy> are in- 
habited by a race of people^ denoting in the ap« 
pearanoe of their habitations, and in their names, 
a different origin from that of their neighbours of 
the high road. They inherit a marked disposition 
for cleanliness and comjEbrt, which forms one of 
the best and most distinguishable characteristics 
in a peasantry. Whether it is to be attributed to 
the mfluence* of this example, it is certain diat 
many parts of the Falls, as well as the other dis- 
tricts m the vicinity of Malone, display abundant 
proofs of similar inclinations. There are great 
numbers of farm-houses in these pladss, which for 
neatness, and even elegance^ might probably be 
put in competition with any other dwellings oc<- 
cupied by .^e same class of people in the most 
improved part of these kingdoms." 

Mr. Richardson's and Mr. Younghusband's cot* 
tages, with ponds and pleasure-grounds, are much 
to be admiredr About three mues from Belfast is 
the extensive house and grounds of W. Legg» £aq. 
of Malone ; and a little to tiie east of itj four 
miles from Belfast, in the parish of Drumbo, there 
is a very extraordinary monument of anti^^ty, 
called the Giant's Ring. ^^ It consists of an enor- 
mous circle, perfectly level, about five hundred 
and eiffhtv feet in diameter, or nearljr one third 
of an iTisL mile in circumference. This vast ring 
. is enclosed by an immense mound or parapet of 
earth, upwards of eighty feet in breawi at the 
base ; and though it is probable, in the lapse of 
nearly two thousand years, the height of this luink 
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maM; li^te mueb* deicreased^ \i is siiH' so g^e^t as 
t» Mde the surrotmding eounti^^ excep/t the tops 
of tlfe moant^ins^ entirely from the riew ; and m 
its originted state there* is not a doubt bnt that they 
were ako inviisible. Near the centre of the circle 
stands a crotniecA, or rude altar of Sftone; and 
wbcn^ber th& prttoik that sndi monuments were 
Bded it tie idolatrons adoration* of the sun^ be or 
be not sMis^fetory^ it is a eireumstance that de- 
mnes f(f \m ifemembered^ that the G&nt's Ring 
wiMld esrdtbde fh)m the gaee of a mistid^en multi- 
tilde e^«^ object bnt the glorious Mminary him- 
seii^ -wtiotst iiams they worahipped. B; is a place 
whidi k dkkmlsited t6 inspire an uninformed amid 
wifb additional saper8tits)n^ or with the necessity 
of ttfereai;^ mortification ; and they who fbrmed 
it had fli jtst eont^tion of those human feelings 
whieh are extensive in their influence^ powerful in 
tiielp epeiiitioii^ and most deeply to be iboved by 
eMsnid natilre. The sloping stone of the altar is 
afandst ci«CfaUir^ bdng seven feet in 'one direction, 
on eoA tt luAf in* the othter^ and n^wards of a foot 
in tlitekneds at ibte edg^ff, but in the centre consi- 
demUy more. This cr&mieek ib either very erro- 
neotttly described by Mr. Harris^ or its appearance 
h»M gieatbr fldtared since the year 1744. We are 
ii^fbnbed' m' the History of the Coant^ Down^ that 
** two mnj^ef piliars^ eadi consisting of seven^ 
support this monstrous rock^ beside which there are 
several oth^ stones fixed upri^t in the ground^ 
at the distance cf about four feet. Of these latter 
there remains but one ; the upper stone at present 
rests upon four^ and not upon n)urteen supporters; 

N 
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the entire number which compose the altar id only 
ten — and though it is probable that several mfay 
have fallen down^ or m some manner changed 
their position^ it is inconceivable how so great a 
disproportion as the two accounts present eould 
ever be reconciled."* 

About two miles from this there stands a round 
tower. *' Its altitude is about thirty-five feet ; but 
there is an irregularity at the top^ one side being 
somewhat higher than the other. The lower part 
overhangs the base several inches ; the rest is per- 
pendicular. There is no tradition, however, as to 
the time when the tower was so much reduced in 
size. Its diameter is almost nine feet, and its 
outer circumference at the base nearly eighteen 
yards; the walls are therefore extremely thick 
and massive. There are three rows of holes in 
the interior^ at regular distances ; and in the side 
which is highest, another cavity, which had prolia- 
bly corresponding apertures, when the bimding^ 
was complete. The entrance, the lower part of 
which is more than a yard from the base of the 
tower, is five feet eight inches in height, and up- 
wards of a foot and a half in breadth. This tower 
stands in a grave-yard, and there was formerly an 
abbey here, founded by St. Patrick, which after-^ 
wards became a church in the diocese of Dotvn, 
but of which there is at present scarcely any pdrt 
remaining."t 

About one inile from this is Purdysburn, the 
splendid mansion and extensive demesne of Nar- 

• Stat. Ace. pp. 256-25S. f lb. p. 163; 
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CJ88U6 Batt^ Esq. This elegant edifice has b^en 
lately built in the Gothic style, with a beautiful 
entrance to correspond. Indeed the house and the 
grounds about it will stand competition with any 
thing to b^ met with in the sister island. 
■ Near NewtoWnbreda is Belvoir Faik, the splen- 
did residence of Sir Robert Bateson, Bftrt. The 
grounds iare considered by all who have visited 
tfaem^ to be laid out with excellent taste ; and the 
situation cannot be surpassed in beauty and variety 
of sbenery. * It was formeriy the residence of Lord 
Dungannon. 

- A 8h(^t distance to the right is the vill^e of 
Bally lesfson^ worthy of notice on account of its 
well-built, commodious church, erected by the 
gratidfather of the present Marquis of Downshire, 
and in which there is ' a ring of fine-toned bells, 
presented by a lady, an inhabitant of the parish, 
and which can be hecird in Belfast when the wind 
blows in a particular direction. - 

At the farthest end of thlB neat village of New- 
townbreda, upon the brow of a hill, stands the 
church, ' an ancient structure, with a spire. The 
grave-yard, by which it is surrounded, is decidedly 
the jieatest and most interesting place of the kind 
which the traveller will meet with during his ex- 
cursion. It is the burying^place of a number of 
the most respectable families in the surrounding 
country, and contains many elegant monuments, 
with inscriptions indicative of the merits of the 
deceased, or of the feelings of the survivors. Frcm 
its elevated situation, it commands a. beautiful, 
though distant view of Belfast, as well as of the 
Lough and the adjacent country. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



206 FXKAaUBK TOUB». 

About a mile from Beiiaat, on the banks o^ tbe 
River Lagan, lies Ormeau, the handsome ris^idenoa 
of the jV^qois of Donegal, the lord of the soil,: 
and proprietor of the town of Belfast, aad^ of.se. 
veral large estates in different parts of the North; 
of Ireland. It is finely, situated, oonunanding .aa 
extensive' view of the mountain aud of th^ lou^ 
The house is in the cottage style, bi^t in the mo* 
dern fashion — several additipns have ;beei^ lately 
made to it. llie traveller will at m^oe perceive, that 
in the laying out of the ^unds and the arrgngo* 
ment of the plantations, it was no comm<Hi mind 
which direeted the hands employed. We uii4er«^ 
stand the entire was completed under jthe immer 
diate direction of the Marcbiofiess of Do^^g^ 
Respectable strangers find ready, access^ to this der 
mesne, whether to ride or walH* 

In i^probching the town from Ormefiu,.the pros* 
pect in every directibn is excee^ogly finoTH^e 
chain of mountains tothe north and n(^th-wes|iap«< 
pearing as if blended intp^the hori^n^ while the in- 
terme£ate space,can^iQdby the tblue curtains.^ 
heaven, appears as if ^jned into om immense amr. 
phitheatre, for the eadb^hitioni of a variety of the 
most picturesque and^jiiiterie^.ting scenery j.. the 
near ^roiond studded nwidb b^lifulvillaSi' stately 
mansions, 4and elegant: c^^ig^^ many of them em- 
bosomed amid waving ^plantations, ,.^d surrounidjed 
by stately groves of fnU-grown pst]^« or ash trees, 
in some places gracefuUj^ reflected from the sil- 
very waters of the 'Lagans; :and nearly in., front, the 
town of Belfast^ and the^shipping in the laugh — 
forming altogether a picture of very considerable 
beauty. . . . .^ 
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' THIBJ) TOVn^ 

Jk^CMnWh, Ijcraelr N^ng^b, Antrftii^'and Shhne'fe Castle-^ 
relaniifilp by the MoUntain-nMRl. 

In proceedmg towards Lough Neagb, the tfa* 
seller will leave Belfest by the Shankhill rOadJ 
While ascex^ng the mountain, he will perceive 
thiAtttt every -step the prospect around him' oecoiiies 
nnM^ and more interestihg^the entire scene beih^ 
occupied with comfortable cottages, extensive 
UeM;h*greens, numerous beautiful piantations/elfe^ 
gallf m^ioxis, and wdl-* wooded parks, belonging^ 
to ihe'flobility, gentry, aiid merchants of Bemist. 
fVotn the summit there is a splendid vietv* of the 
toim'of Belfietst, the Lough, ahd the adjacent 
cottiEitiryl Although but a few years since the 
eiiVire tract ih this direction was one continued^ 
succession of bleak, uncultivated, unproductive 
motiiitain, it i^ at present one of the richest and 
most independent districts in the neighbourhood 
of Bc^ast, being nearly covered with the finest 
linens mislde in the North of Ireland. '''The 
grand and extensive views which the weary* tra- 
veller will command from the summit of this moun- 
tain, will deserve, to be numbered among the 
cnriosities of the district. Prdhi Devis may be 
seen, on the one side, the bays^of Garrickfergus 
and Strangford ; on the oth^r, ^e broad expanse 
of Iioogh Neagh, almost' beneath the feet. The 
ionth presents the lofty nlounfliins of Moume ; 
mud, apparently, in a cohtinuoiis chain, the dis- 
tant hnfe of Tyrone and Derry,i&nding in 81eimis 
ind^ others of our northern highlands. — Towards 
the east, the Irish Channel niaf be distinguished 
beyond the terrific rocks which? restrain its fury 
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near the entrance of tins bay ; and farther ijxi, m a 
clear atmosphere, the Scottish coast and. the Isle 
of Man are cast in strong relief upon the blue ho- 
rizon. Between these remote objects the view m 
varied and' enlivening in the extreme. The finelj 
cultivated hills of Down ; the spacious bay of Car- 
rickfergus, with the islands ana light-house at its 
entrance, and every little indenture on its c(wst 
marked with the distinctness of a map ; : the differ- 
ent villages, the numerous country seats on both 
sides of the Lough, surrounded and adorned with 
iiumberless clusters of trees, in some places appa«- 
rently^meetins the lucid wave ; the town of Bel- 
fast envelopea in smoke, with the shipping, ^e 
Long-bridge, the beautiful valley through whiitk 
the Lagan winds, and lastly the smooth stream it- 
self, occasionally hid from observation bjr inter- 
vening hills or groves — comprise the principal ob- 
jects which serve to fix the wandering sight* The 
scene nearer the mountains is also rich and' ani- 
mating : — the country appears a level plain ; while 
the course of every road, the situation of every 
house, and the dimensions of every field, oaa be 
accurately traced. In the opposite direction, the 
improved districts of Killead, Olenavy, and Bal- 
linderry, together with Lough Beg, separated from 
its gigantic neighbour, and that beautiful and 
picturesque spot. Ram's Island, are all equally 
distinct. The superior height of Devis can no 
where be more plamly perceived than when stand- 
ing on its summit ; and every one that witnesses 
the charming and widely extended profspect wliich 
has been described, must contrast it, in feoling 
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exttltation^ with the bleak and barren summit from 
wiidch it is viewed."* 

Or the other side of the mountain, however^ the 
country still remains uncultivated for miles^ and 
is only remarkable for its native wildness — -the so- 
litary cottage which appears here and there serving 
tb fi»ow more forcibly the barrenness which reigns 
around ; for, even where such marks of civiliza- 
tion do appear, the hand of cultivation and im- 
provement seems to have made but little progress. 
The difltBrence between this tract and that with 
wiiich it stands immediately connected, is strik- 
ingly conspicuous. On approaching Lough Neagh, 
notlung can exceed the richness of the soil, and 
the highly improved state of the country. Nume- 
rous well planted farms, with the neat and com- 
fortable dwellings of the proprietors, enclosed by 
handsome hedge-rows and orchards, arrest the at- 
tention in every direction. ' 

Loogh Neagh is twenty miles long and fifteen 
broad, and is said to cover an area of about 98,000 
aeres ; its circumference being about 80 miles 61 
&ilongs.t It lies in the centre of the province of 
Ulster, and is bounded by ^ve counties — Antrim 
on the north and east, Tyrone also on the east, a 
«mall portion of Down on the north-ea|t, Armagh 
on the souths and Londonderry on the north-west. 
It is about thirty .feet above the level of the sea. 

• • Statistical Accouot, pp. 183, 184. 
t By havioi; fleet horses stationed at regular distaoce«i, a 
genUemaa, for. a coasiderable.lMt, rode round the Loujrh in 
•onie minutes less than six hours, which is about the tinio in 
which the st«ani»boat usually pcrfprms the circuit . 
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Its .situation^ wUeh leteixilA^ ia itUand tms^t^ 
gether with the cdelndty of 4ts peti^fai^ift ulid 
pebbies hav« alwAjs rendered it tai object of tMi^ 
iiderable interest.* It is aot wonierfui, therefore) 
that^ like many objects much less widiia ihelfa^ag^ 
of romanoB/ it should faa^e the hoiMmr>of a fabtdimi^ 
wigHi; and a^ocHrdingly, while 8(^e early «wi9)Msr» 
state that it suddenly burst out in the rei]^ of • 
Lttgaidh Rhiadberff, in the 15th yesff of die €9i)t^ 
tiui era^ we are infohned^ on the authority of ti» 
late Lord Bristol^ Bishop of £>arry> that '^Uk^%' 
monastery <m the Continent a ^ijaanulcript exibt^/ 
which mentions^ that in the sixth century a ^o^ 
lent earthquake had thrown up the rock at Tojbteey 
which, by obstructing the disdmr ge of ^e ri«ienr/ 
had formed this body of water ; Itnd that Lough 
Erne, in Fermanagh, was produced at t^e same 
time !'* Of the' formation of the l?ik.e two. other 
wonderful accounts are giv^n. One stales that our; 
Irish eiaut. Fin M^Coul, took a handful of earth, 
andJ^mg it into the sea. .Th0 handful wnsiof 
such a size, that when it: fell it formed the Jsie/^ 
Man> and the hoUow caused byitStremovalformed 
the basin of the presenit Lough Neagh t 1%e other 
account is, that some now forgotten saint had aano*« 

* From a ^ery interesting ^nd able paper, read before, 
the Natural History Society of Belfast, in 1824, by Robert 
Fattersoti, Esq. and which' obtaibed one 6f'the Faculty' 
Preouamti at an Kzamtnation of the Belfast Academical In- 
Rtitation, May, 1825— the author o^ the prieseht working 
been kindly permitted to make several cTxtracts relative lo 
Lough N(Bagh,and the Salmon Fishery «' near Coletaine-^ 
for which ' he avfeiis himself of the present opportunity of 
making his BftktKmled|f«iiient8. 
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ti&ed wito holy well^ in cbnae^uence, of, which tho 
wsiem were gifted with the most mif aeiikms pro* 
pwtiee. The only injunction att€»ding their use 
wiuBj that each perfK>n should carefully ^ut the 
wicket-gate of the welj^ A woman at length ne« 
glected this command ; the indignant wuters im« 
mediately sprang from their bed; the terrified cul# 
IMrit fled ; but the watears followed dose upon her 
very heelsr^and^ when she sank down exhausted, 
elosed for ever, around her> and formed the present 
Loagh> the length of which is just the distance 
sheiran ! The idea of a town being buried under 
the waters of the lake^ is very prevalent among the 
peaaantry ; and MocHre, in his well known beauti* 
nil lines, has immortalized this remarkable belief: 

On Loogh Neagh's banks as the fisherman strays, < 
When, the clear cold eve's declining^ 

He sees the round towers ofotber days, 
In tHe waves beneath him shining. 

Hiere are several islands on the Lough ; but' 
they are deficient in the bold and drowning head- 
hMos and picturesque scenery, which constitute 
the charm* of the Scottish lakes. Nor can it in 
r^nshitic ititer<est, or beauty and variety of scene, 
be at 'all compared with Lough Erne or the L^ikes 
of. Killarney. Cunny Island lies a short distance 
fS^m the Ajmagh shore. A small cluster, known 
by the name of the *^ Three Islands," is situated 
about three miles from the river Maine, off the 
point of the parish of Uunean. Lord O'Neill has 
planted all the islands with young trees, which 
have a very pleasing and ornamental effect — and 
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oii one of them he has built a neat and oommo* 
dious cottage. Frcnn this island to the beach, a 
bank of sand and gr0.ve\, eighteen or twenty feet 
broad^ extends — ^it is usually covered with water ; 
but in very dry seasons, it is broad, firm, and dry, 
resembling an artificial causeway, more than a na- 
tural deposit. 

About eleven miles from Belfast, is the town or 
village of Glenavy, which stands on two hills^ be- 
tween which an extensive river runs ; aiid at a 
little distance from which there is a h^dsome 
modem church, finely situated — ^the approach to 
it bein^ through a long and stately row of venera- 
ble ash trees. Two miles from this lies the neat 
b'ttle Town of Crumlin, which consists principally 
of one long wide street, from the centre of which 
runs a smaller one, in the direction of the Antrim 
road. About half a mile from Crumlin, situated 
on a precipitous bank, are the ruins of Crum- 
lin church, seventy-seven feet long, and twenty- 
three feet wide, overgrown with ivy — ^yet " beau- 
tiful in decay." 

Ram's Island^ which contains about seven acres 
of ground, lies at the distance of three miles from 
Crumlin^ and about one mile and two-thirds from 
the shore, from which the traveller can easily pro- 
cure a boat for the purpose of visiting the island. 
Upon it a cottage of extreme beauty, furnished in 
the most tasteful manner, was some time since 
erected by Earl O'Neill, to whom it belongs. — 
The only object of antiquity here is a round tower, 
of which 
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^ *< Time, with auaiiing ann. 

Rath smote the sammif, but the solid bate 
Derides the lapse of ages." 

We are informed by the Rev. Doctor Cupples,* 
that its height is forty-three feet, its circumference 
thirty feet five inches^ the thickness of the walls 
two feet eight inches and a quarter ; the first 
story ecmtains the door — the second, a window 
facing the south-east — ^and the third, another ^vin* 
dow, which looks out to the north, about three 
feet highj and one and a half broad. There are 
two rests for joists, and, in the first storv, there, 
is a projecting stone, about ^ve feet and a half 
frotm the surface. Certain letters or characters ap- 
pear to be cut on the stones, in the inside ; but so 
obliterated are they by time, that they are quite 
illegible. A hollow sound or echo is heard on en« 
tering the building; this induced a person who 
lived in the island, to dig five feet below the sur- 
face, where he found several human bones, and 
some coffin boards. A skeleton was discovered 
near the tower some time ago, and bones and skulls 
in many parts of the island. , These circumstances 
indicate^ that a place of worship once existed here ; 
and sanction the opinion of Dr. Ledwich, that the 
round towers were appropriated to ecclesiastical 
purposes. It might also be inferred from this, 
that the island was, at no very remote period, a 
part of the continent. . When the lake is at its 
summer level, a bank appears, extending from the 
island towards Gartree Point. Some persons who 

• Statistical Survey. 
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ha^e examined! it at Ibt^ water assert^ that the re- 
mains of a paved causeway are visible. Hie entire 
ground is laid out into walks^ and covered with 
verdure. Several hmicbped rdse trees^ and those 
plants and towers whith constitute the pride of 
our geurdens> all flourish luxuriantly. Even those 
sides of the^ island which «re ahsMSt perpendiookr,- 
itre adorned with aH those creeping plants and 
, hardy shmliB w^iiob aafe adapted to the sttttatiim. 

in tlii ihfimediafe vicinity of Crnmlin^ on th& 
bovderb o^the Lough^ is Langfbrd Lodge^ the seat 
of Cblotirel Pakenham, surnmnded hy It riddy enf- 
^vated and highly omam^ited demesne. The 
house i» built of Portlaftid stone, and hses recently 
beeA^new modelled ; a short distance from ynhkk, 
in a most seouestered and romantic situation^ are 
die benutiifoi vale and tiny cascade of Olenda- 
i«^-^whidi> together with the dwelling-hoose 
and park, were the property of the late Colonel 
Keylaiid. 

Should the pedestrian enter these groundb^ and* 
puMue hia way along the smhmit instead' 6f die^ 
mse €if the head-land, he will' journey thrtM%h a^ 
most romantie glade, canopied with the foliatfe d# 
the noblest trees> which et^er aaid aAon adnmitff 
occaskmai glim^ei^ of the lake; as it tlrembler hr 
aUver lif^t beneath. Thi» h called the Green^ 
Walk, and was ait one^ time the road' Aat led fyom^ 
Crumlin to a chapel, the ruins <Kf whijeh art a&l 
visible. 

From Gartree Point to Antrim, the shw«, wilSi' 
the exception of Massareene Deer-park, is dull, mo- 
notonouSj and uninteresting. As the tourist jonr- 
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oies along, however^ he will find much to pleaso 
and gratify him, in viewing the various hanosomo 
residences and extensive demesnes which lie in 
every direction in the vicinity of the Lough; — 
among others. Cherry Valley, Ghreenmount, Green- 
vale, Glenconwaj, Thistleboroueh — ^m which 
there is a fine view of the Lough, Ram's Island, 
&c. — ^Massareene Deer-park, and, though last not 
least, the ruins of Shane's Castle, and its beauti- 
ful demesne. 

Five miles from the village of Crumlin, stands 
Antrim, a small inland town, in which very little 
trade or business of any kind is transacted.* It 
consiBts chiefly of one long street — the church be- 
ing nearly in its centre, and the market-house^ 
in which the sessions are held, at the west end. 
Not far from this latter place is Massereene Castle, 
the ancieut seat of the noble family of that name — 

* The following extraordinary detcription of tfaia smaU 
place appears in the *' Topographical Dictionary of the 
United Kingdom,'' pabli^hed in London, in the year ]82tf ! 
" Antrim, 84 milea from Dublin, is the capital ot the county 
of the same name. There is a good roed and pier here ; but 
the custom'ktmaef which was formerly established, has« in 
consequence of its increased trade, been transferred to BeU 
fast '' I I t Of the accuracy of the foregoing, the reader 
i¥iH be able to form a correct idea, when informed that the 
aaid capital of Antrim is a small inland town, not less ^an 
IS miles distant from any part of the coast* As, however, 
Mr. Wright also mentions that there n^as at one time a 
custom house here, we suppose such to have been the rase, 
but are inclined to suspect it must have been some time 
• before the flood,' when, as has been suggested by a learn" 
^ writer. Lough Neagh fomed a part of the Meh Sea, or 
r^ortMemChantfl! 

O 
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the gardens of- which are well worth looking at^ 
being laid out completely in the French style^* 
with much taste and neatness. The castle was 
some time since put into a state of perfect repair ; 
and, from a terrace or mount, formed into hand- 
some flower-plats, there is a very pleasing view of 
the surroundmg country. 

At a short distance from the town stands one of 
those round towers to which we have already 
alluded; and in another direction, situated on 
the banks of Lough Neagh, are the magnificent 
ruins of Shane's Castle, the princely residence of 
Earl O'Neill, we believe the only remaining de- 
scendant of that noble and once-powerful family.t 

* It is rather singiilar, that the nobleman under whose 
direction these gardens were laid out in the prenent form, 
was for a considerable time a prisoner in the Bastile. One 
might have supposed that this circumstance would have 
somewhat abated bis taste for French fashions. 

t The family of O'Neill are of Gothic descent, having 
sprung from Belus, a Gothic king of the Orkneys, They 
came into Ireland in the latter part of the ninth century, 
and were then called Nial, O'Nial, or Hy Nial, which »ig* 
Di6es a chief or prince. Having married into the family of 
some Irish prince, they soon became paramount chiefs of 
Ulster, and the most powerful opposers of the invaders of 
the country. In \l6b, they defeated the Danes, and for 
several centuries they bravely opposed the ambitious en- 
croachments >of the English, with variou9 succe.«8^ and 
were never completely subjected to that power, until the 
latter part the reign of Queen Klizabeth, at which period 
the celebrated Shane O'^ial flourished. This chieftain 
was a man of singular character. '* Proud of his hereditary 
descent, and -tenacious of his chiefdom in Ulster, he not 
only deemed himself the genuine sovereign of the conniry, 
but vaunted that the Magennis, tlie Mac Guire, O'iieilly, 
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As the Round Tower^ the Ruins^ and the Lake^ are 
each in themselves considered objects of interest 
and curiosity to the traveller, we shall detain him 
for a short time in their more particular examina- 
tion — ^previously remarking, that some additional, 
though melancholy interest is given to this place, 
^om the recollection, that during the rebellion of 
1798, a smart action was fought here between the 

O'Haolon, O'Cahan, Mac Brien, O'Ha^an, O'Qain, JMac 
Kenna, Mac Cartaa, aad all the Mac Donnels, whom he 
-sly led *' Crallowj^lasses/ were his subjects and vassals.— 
O'Nial was subtle in mind, alert in action, quick in ezpe- 
^ieat, haughty, vindictive, and unrelenting in disposition. 
He was munificent, social, and hospitable, but frequently 
intemperate at table, • • * *, and, if his ene- 
mies may be credited, a persevering votary of Bacchus. 
His cellar is said to have usually contained at least two hun- 
dred tuns of wine, of which, as well as of usquebaugh, ho 
was in the habit of drinking to excess. When, by copious 
libations to the jolly god, he became intoxicated* his at- 
tendants placed him chin-deep in a pit, and then cast earth 
around him. In this clay-bath ho remained, inhumed as it 
were alive, until the velocity of his blood had abated, and 
his body had attained a cooler temperament.* 0*Nial'8 
tenantry, or vassals were habituated io the use of arms. 
Six hundred soldiers constituted his body-guard ; and he 
was master of an army of four thousand foot and one thou- 
sand horse. His father. Con 0*Nial, had surrendered his 
territories io Henry Vlll. and renounced the name of 
O'Niil. On this submission, he had been appointed Earl 
of Tyrone, with remainder over to his reputed son Matthew, 

• " This siDgalar practice of earth-bathing was imitated, aboat 
the ycnr 1793, by one Graham, known in London by the name of 
the * Celestial Doctor,' from a certain bed, styled * the celestial 
bed,' in which he electrified bairen married patients, to render them 
prolific. Afterwards be adopted O'NiaPs earth-bath, as a powerful 
tonic and restorative ; and on this subject be delivered various lec- 
tures to the oredaious citizens of London." ' 

o2 
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king's forces and a large body of rebels* The lat-* 
ter haying obtained possession of the town^ were 
driven from it in great confusion^ with the loss of 
nearly three hundred men^ and three pieces of 
cannon^ two of which they had previously taken 
from the king's troops. In endeavouring to pre- 
vent the conflict, the late Lord O'Neill received a 
wound from a pike, which caused his death. 
About a mile from Antrim, in a north-east di- 

who was then created Baron of Don^pinnon.*' Subsequent- 
ly, however, Shane Btserted bis independence, and at the 
bead of a considerable force burst into the English Pale, in- 
vading also the territories of the Irish chieftains. To check 
these procedings, the Lord- Deputy Sussex marched against 
him ; and as further reinforcements were expected by the 
Deputy, O'Nial was advised to make his submission to tlie 
Qneen in person. This, after various delays, he consented 
to do, and proceeded to London, where he appeared rather 
in the style of an independent prince, than of a vassal of 
the English crown. *^ The citizens of the British capital 
beheld with lively emotion the Ulster chieftain, acoompao 
nied by a splendid train of Irishmen, arrayed in the costonie 
of their country, on whom tbey gazed with surprise, as on 
the natives of another hemisphere. A body guard of GaU 
lowglasses, armed with battle-axes, marched with O'Nial. 
Long curled hair descended from their uncovered heads ; 
their linen vests weie died with crocus ( long sleeves, short 
tunics, and shaggy cloaks, rendered the whole dress more 
singularly conspicuous. Regardless of the law which pro- 
hibited the use of the national Hibernian costume, O'Nial 
appeared at the bead of his guards, as if he came in a genu- 
ine spirit of conscious independence, to treat on equal terms 
with the sovereign of the British empire, in her own capi- 
tal* Having been greatly distinguished by royal iavour, 
O'Niai returned triumphantly to Ireland, and for a short 
time acted with apparent zeal for the Queen, as he deem- 
ed himself her chosen champion. ^'-^^fiuirt's Jrmagh, 
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rection^ stands the round tower. It is 95 feet in 
height^ 52 feet in girth^ near the base^ and about 
36 near the top. About 18 feet from its top^ it 
tapers in form of a sugar-loaf. At the ground are 
two circles of stones^ projecting abont eight inches 
»^nine feet above which is a small opening or door- 
way^ facing to the norths to which there are no 
steps or other way of ascending. It is perfectly 
round both internally and externally^ and appa- 
rently but little impaired by time. There are 
three tiers of loop-holes — those near the top are 
round; and correspond with the cardinal points. 
Inside are places in the walls for resting besans> so 
as to form the different stories of the building.— 
The wall is upwards of three feet thick. 

Returning to Antrim^ the traveller^ if disposed 
to risit Shane's Castle on foot^ may go through the 
gardens and grounds belonging to Massereene Cas- 
tle^ and having gained the road at the opposite di- 
rection> will> after a pleasant walk of about a mile, 
perceive the entrance to Lord O'Neill's demesne, 
leading to the ruins ; or, which will be, perhaps, 
the more desirable route, he can proceed in his tra- 
velling vehicle, and passing through the demesne 
to Randalstown, thus at once obtain a fine view 
of the lough, the ruins, the deer-park, and the 
many beautiful scenes and extensive plantations, 
by which* they are surrounded. 

Shane's Castle, situated on the north-east shore 
of Loi^h Neagh, for centuries the family seat of 
the noble house of O'Neill, was burned to the 
ground by an accidental fire, in the year 1816, 
An extensive library and many valuable, paintings 
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were wholly consumed in this awful oonflagratiDii ; 
the green-house^ or grand conservatory of rare and 
foreign plants^ beii^ the only thing that escaped.* 
From the ruins which remain^ it is evident that it 
was a fine spacious building: the vaults^ which 
are still entire^ and extend to the very verge of 
the lake> merit the particular notice of the curious 
traveller^ both from their great spaciousness and 
rather extraordinary construction. Several turrets 
and towers are still standing ; and from their tops 
a fine view of the interesting scenery amid which 
the ruins lie^ may be obtained. A number of can- 
nons are still mounted on the fort^t which is boldly 
situated. Some of the buildings which formed a 

• It is rather extraordinary, that at the moment the fire 
broke out, there was a very largpe party on a visit with the 
noble proprietor; but every exertion to extinguish the 
flames proved unavailing. 

' t To many persons it may at present appear matter of 
surprise, that such a battery of cannon should be placed ia 
a situation of the kind. The following interestinip particu- 
lars relative to an engagement which took place on the 
lake, in the year 1642, will serve to show that in fomier times 
such a parade of strength was not a mere ornamental appen- 
dage to the castle of a chieftain — but was actually necessary 
to the maintenance of his rights and privileges t 

«* A spirited and adventurous garrison of Irish troops oc- 
cupied Charleraont. These men, not satisfied with carry- 
ing on a merely defensive war, built a little fleet of boats, 
with which they sailed down the Blackwater, into Lough 
Neagh, and plundered the adjacent country. Their preds- 
tory excursions were observed by Sir John Clot worthy's 
regiment, which bad erected a fort at Toome. Imme- 
diately they built a boat of twenty tons burden, and fur- 
nished it with six brass guns. This was accompanied by 
seven smaller boats, and the whole flotilla was manned with 
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part of the out-oifices^ have been fitted up by the 
noble proprietor^ as a temporary residence. We 
have heard with pleasure, that it is his Lordship's 
intention to erect a castle, if not on the ruins of 
the old one, on some spot in the immediate yici« 
nity. The following uvely representation of the 
feelings which this romantic spot is calculated to 
awaken, is taken from the Essay already referred 
to: 

" It fills one with melancholy ideas of departed 
grandeur — ^where the stately pile has gradually 
crumbled beneath the touch of time — ^where the 
fox-glove, the moss, the lichen, the thistle, the 
long luxuriant grass, arid the ever-verdant ivy. 

Group their wild hulls with every stain 

The weather-beaten walls retain* 

The moralist may find a pleasing object of contem- 
plation — ^the painter a glowing subject for his pen- 
cil ; but here where the ruin is not sufficiently old 
for this— where time has not wrought the fall— - 

three hundred men, under the command of Lieutenant- Co- 
lonel Connolly and Captain Longford. Thus prepared, 
these officers sailed over the lake, landed at the mouth of 
the Blackwater, raised and manned two small forts, and 
then returned. The Irish, however, contrived to pass the 
forts in dark nights, and plunder the country. May, they 
rapidly erected a fort at Clanbrassil, Ko protect their fleet 
in any sudden emergency. To counteract these measures, 
Connolly and Longford manned their Httle navy, and met 
the Irish flotilla near the shore of Clanbrassil. A naval 
battle ensued. The Irish were routed, driven on the shore, 
followed to the fort, and there compelled to surrender. 
Sixty of them were slain, sixty more taken prisoners, and 
their fleet itself was captured, and brought by the victors 
In triumph to Antrim." ->S(iiare*ff Affnagk, p. 374, 
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where the white walls, stained occasionally by the 
dark smoke-wreaths, ahme meet the eye '-^ne can- 
not but deplore the untimely fall of the noble and 
venerable palace. Some uips of ivy have been 
planted about it ; but, as yet, the cultivated spots 
around render only more striking the mined mass 
in the centre." 

Not hi from the castle, in a small burying- 
ground, is the cemetery or vault of a branch of the 
O'Neill family. On a stone in the gable end, the 
following inscription is rudely engraved : — 

This yault wai 

built by Shane Mac 

Biien Mac Pbelim Mac 

Shane Mac Brien Mac 
Phelim O'Neill, Esquire, 

in the year 

1729, for a burial-place 

to himself and family, 

of Clanneboy. 

There is no other monument of the £Eunily in the 
demesne. A neat village once stood close to this^ 
called also Shane's Castle, or more anciently Eden- 
duff Carrick. It was removed by the late and 
present Lord, and the inhabitants accommodated 
with houses on other parts of the demesne ; — ^not 
a vestige of it now remains. The beach extend- 
ing from Shane's Castle towards Antrim is dry, 
hard, and sandy. About twenty years a&o horse- 
races were very frequent along this strand. 

Eight rather considerable rivers, viz. the Maine- 
water, Six-mile-water, Crumlin river, Glenavy 
river. Upper Bann, BJackwater, Ballinderry wa- 
ter, and Mayola water — ^the largest of which is 
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tlie Bann — empty themselves into the lough, which 
like the sea^ is encroaching upon the shores in some 
place8> and receding in others. In 1 785^ when the 
water was lower than it had been for many years^ 
its greatest depths between Arboe and Gartree 
Points, was ascertained to be forty-five feet ; and, 
at Shane's Castle^ it once rose seven feet nine 
i&dbes, with an inblowing wind. Towards the 
mouth of the river Maine, the water is evidently 
encroaching on the land — ^there being a number 
of trees there from whose roots the greater p^lrt 
of the sandy soil has been washed away; and some 
ti them have been consequently overthrown. From 
Antrim to Randalstown, the shore is adorned with 
a young and handsome plantation, the fresh foliaffe 
o/ which contrasts finely with the waters beneath. 
The shore sdong by Wilson's Bay, Anaghmore 
Point, &c. is ru^^ and uneven, covered with ba* 
Baltic stones of every variety of size. In a few 
places, where the cultivation does not extend down 
to the beach, the remains of some natural planting, 
principally hazel, oak, beech, and willow, are to 
be seen. From this to the Three Islands, the 
diore abounds more in pebbles than in any other 
part. At Boyle's .Point, the basalt, toppd with 
day^ rises to the height of about thirty feet, and 
affords from its top a very commanding prospcict of 
the islands, the lalce, and the surrounding coun- 
try. From Randalstown to Cranfield, the shore, 
which is rocky, but not bold, loses much of its in- 
teresting appearance. Sometimes beds of tabular 
basalt run mto the lake ; in other places, where 
the sand has been removed, substances of bog ap- 

o3 
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pear to do the same. The appliance presented 
by the miiis of Gnuifield church is not at all inte- 
resting ; they do not exceed twenty or thirty feet 
in lengthy and are not more than half that in 



It would appear that great changes have taken 
place in the general appearance of the shores of 
the lake. Doctor Cupples says^ that in the reign 
of James I. and for many years after^ they were 
covered with forests; and about fifty years ago 
1400 acreS; in the parishes of Glenavy and Crum* 
lin^ and extending along the shores^ were oocu* 
pied as a deep-park by Lord Conway. Here grew 
an oak^ called^ from its extraordinary dimensions^ 
the royal oak, the trunk of which was forty-two 
feet in circumference — ^it was sold for £121 lOs. 

With regard to the petrifactions, pebbles, &c. 
lor which, from time immemorial. Lough Neagk 
has been so much celebrated — ^without dwelling 
upon the accounts of some of our old naturalists, 
that the water of the lake converted wood into 
stone, and its mud changed a similar substance 
into iron, it may be sufficient to observe, that the 
general opinion on this point now is, that a petrify- 
ing quality does exist, either in the waters of the 
lake, or the soil adjoining or underneath them. 
The latter supposition appears the more probable. 
The idea that this quality existed in the water of 
the lake, arose, no doubt, from the number of 
specimens found upon the beach, and supposed to 
have been cast ashore. Immense masses of petri- 
faction are from time to time removed from their 
position in the Crumlin river; and specimens of 
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every variety of size are found in the adjacent soil, 
Mr. G^tty^ of lUindalstown^ affirms that he saw^ 
three miles from the lake^ a cow's stake partly pe-* 
trifled in the most remarkable manner. The part 
sunk in the ground was completely stone^ whilst 
that above was wood (holly^) and might be cut 
with an aXe. Mr. P. S. lienry saw a range of 
paline at Millmount^ two miles from the lake^ pe« 
trilled in a similar way. A third gentleman also 
states^ that he saw an instance of the part of a 
post under ground being completely converted into 
stone^ while the part exposed to the air was in a 
state of decay.* 

The wood petrified is generally called holly; 
but> from the variety in the appearance of the 
grain^ there must be several other kinds. Hazle 
nuts have been found in a state of petrifaction^ 
some of them exhibiting the kernel. Petrified 
substances of natures totelly different from either 
of these have also been discovered. These masses^ 
known by the names of petrified rushes and weav- 
ers' empty rods^ are evidently oorallites ; and those 
which nrom their construction are supposed to have 
been honey-combs, are substances of a like nature, 
but different in form. Of the time required to ef- 
fect this change, nothing positive is known. These 

. * In 1796, • canoe composed of an entire block of oak, 
about twenty-five feet lon^, by four feet wide, was disco- 
vered immediately under the surface, on the shore of Lough 
Neagh, at Crumlin Water foot* This vessel was of a rude 
construction, the bottom not beiag formed into a keel, and 
nust have existed from a remote period. It was decayed in 
many pl{u:es, but no where exhibited the smallest appearance 
of petrifaction. 
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petrified pieces of wood^ ivhen properly shaped and 
tmootiied^ make very excellent whet-stones. So 
nnch are they celebrated^ that the Dublin hawk- 
era, when most clamorous in praise of their set- 
stonies^ unanimously confer on them the title of 
'^ Lough Neagh hones." 

•'The pebbles," says Dubardieu^ ''are aU of 
the siliceous genus. They are calcedony^ which is 
met with in rounded masses, some of them nearly 
a pound weight— or they are found in flat^ irregu- 
larly-shaped pieces, mostly with the comers round- 
ed off by the action of the waters. There have 
been instances in which they have the appearance 
of having been in so soft a state, as to retain the 
impression of the bodies against which they have 
lain. Although they are gathered on the shares 
daily, each storm exposes fresh ones to sight ; the 
very deep red, and the light-coloured with red 
veins, are considered the most valuable ; many of 
the dark kinds have the solid rich appearance of 
the agate ; others have the dots, vdns, and figures, 
by which these stones are ornamented, in a ground 
nearly transparent." The pebble is of an extreme 
hardness, and (says Dr. Cupples) "next to the 
diamond, most difficult to be cut or polished.^ — 
Hence it possesses this advantage over other stones, 
that when it is engraved, the impression produced 
by it never loses its sharpness. The great labour 
and art requisite to cut and polish it, make it of 
equal value with the cornelian, whai applied to 
the purposes of use or ornament." 

Upon the beach, near the rere of the gardens of 
Shane's Castle, a large bed of basalt runs into the 
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lake^ the upper surfiMe of which is very curioas^ 
presentiiig tne appearance of a well*ooii8tructed 
pavement. It is evidently the tops of piUars^ and 
reminds one strongly of the Giant's Causeway, al- 
though devoid of that regularity of figure, which 
characterises the basalts at that celebrated place. 
In this a bore of about three inches in diameter, 
and twenty-five feet in perpendicular depth, was 
made some years ago, in an abortive search for 
coal. This is now occupied by a spring, which 
rushes upwards with such violence, as to give the 
sand near its surface the same agitated appearance 
which bodies present in boiling. The basalt rises 
from this bed to the height of ive or six feet, as- 
suming a rude columnar form, similar to that at 
Fair Head ; it is very close and compact in its 
grain and even finer than that of the Causeway. 
A specimen of it is de}>osited in the museum oi 
the Natural History Society of Belfast. 

Lough Neagh was formerly as much celebrated 
for its power of healing sores (which its name de- 
notes) as for its petrifying qualities. The follow- 
ing extract of a letter from Francis Neville, £sq. 
to the Lord Bishop of Clc^her, published in the 
Philosophical Transactions for ITISj will show the 
extent to which the belief in its existence was car- 
ried : — ^^ Great crowds come there on midsummer- 
eve, of all sorts of sick; and sick cattle are brought 
there likewise, and driven into the water for their 
cure ; and people do believe they receive benefit* 
I know it ories up running sores, and cures the 
rheumatism, but not with one bathing, as people 
now use it ; and the drinking of the water, I am 
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told^ will eradicate some internal diseases.'* These 
miraculous properties have long since ceased ; and 
even the greatest lover of the marvellous no longer 
argues for their existence, from the virtues of sup- 
posed springs at the bottom of the Lough.* 

N6t far from Randalstown, is Granfield Well, 
an object of the most superstitious veneration.—^ 
The ground rises suddenly, so that, though the 
well is not more than four yards long, its broader 
and deeper end is overtopped by a perpendicular 
clay bank, of four or iive feet in height. In tliis 
stand three of the venerated ancient white-thom 
trees, flinging their branches over the fountain. 
About a mile distant was an oaken cross, to mark 
the verge of the consecrated ground ; but of this 
only the upright post now remains. The virtues 
attributed to this well, and the ceremonies prac- 
tised here, are much the same as at Struile. The 
pilgrims assemble on the 27th, 28th, and 29th of 
June; they go barefooted thirteen times round 
the waUs of the church, an equal number of times 
round the well ; then drink of the water, wash in 
it, and are ready to commence the " works of the 
flesh " anew. In the well is found a number of 
yellow crystals, which the country people say grow 
m the night time of midsummer eve, and possess 

* These springs can, indeed, be only some of those 
'*airy nothings," which a credulous imagination loves to 
foster ; for Mason mentions that the Loogh has been com- 
pletely frozen over three times in the memory of man*^ The 
last time, 1814, a singular spectacle was exhibited at Ram's 
Island ; Colonel Heyland rode from the shore there, aiid 
Mr. Whittle entertained the people with a drag-chase oa 
the ice, by his own dogs, round the island. 
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the most mbraculous properties-^'' As Itfng as you 
have <me of them^ your cows won't take any dis- 
ease> your calves won't die of black-leg^ your 
horse won't take the staggers — and^ above Sl^ your 
wife will neither prove barren^ nor die in child- 
bed l" The crystals are not peculiar to the well : 
they are found at all seasons, even at a distance of 
two miles from the spring. They, are sometimes 
found in the crevices of rocks, shooting into one 
another in long irregular masses. 

There were formerly other places along the shore 
of the Lough, as much frequented as Cranfield is 
now. Some fell into disuse, and the magistrates 
prevented the meetings at others, on account of 
the drunken quarrels, and other evils, so insepara- 
ble from so great an assemblage of people. 

'' Near Lough Neagh, and separated from it by 
a narrow neck of lanoC known by the name of the 
Deer Park, is a beautiful sheet of water, of an 
oval form, called Lough-beg, or the little lake.* 
This body of water covers 625 acres of land ; and 
is stored with pike, bream, trout, perch, roach, 
and eels ;t and a variety of wild fowl frequent its 

* In a sequestered spot on this lake, called Sally Island, 
iradition relates that the pious and learned Jeremiah Taylor, 
who was chaplain to Charles I. and Bishop of Down and 
Connor, in the year 1661, frequently composed his admired 
works—probably, among others, his celebrated ** Ductor 
Dubitantium,'' the preface of which is dated from his study, 
in Postmore, in Killultagh, on the banks of Loughbeg. — 
Siat. 8urv. 

t Lbugh Neagh also abounds in fresh- water fish of different 
kinds, as salmon, trout, eel, roach, bream, pike, poUon or 
fresh- water herring, called shad in England, and a fish, per- 
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neighbourhood. An ingenions attempt to dndn it 
was made about the year 1740^ by .^hur Dobbs^ 
Esq. then agent to Lord Conway; for this par** 
pose^ he erected a windmill at the place where the 
isthmus between the lakes is narrowest^ which^ 
acting upon buckets^ threw the water into the 
other lake : in this way the lake was emptied ; 
but the water returning again^ as some all^e^ by 
a subterraneous communication with Lough Neagh> 
or else being renewed by springs^ the sdieme^ af- 
ter various experiments^ was abandoned."t 

In this direction^ a short distance from Toome-* 
bridge^ and exactly opposite to where the riyer 
Bann issues from the Lough^ an ancient castle not 
fortress of considerable extent and magnitude foiv 
merly stood. Two fragments of the turrets or 
towers are all that is now yisible of this venerable 
pile, j: These lie on the shore^ and appear to have 

haps peculiar to this lake, called the fresh-water whiting. 
There are two species of trout, distinguished by their siset 
the dolachan, said to be peculiar io Lough Neagh, beiug 
from feurteen to eighteen inches in length —and the bad* 
dagh, a large trout, weighing in many instances thirty 
pounds. But the most singular fish to be met with in this 
lake is that caught in Sandy Bay, on the shores of Gieoavy, 
known by the name of the Gillaroo trout, which possesses 
the curious property of having a stomach like the gizzard 
of a fowl ; the flesh, when boiled, is of a pale yellowish 
colour. — Stat, Surv, 

+ Stat. Ace. 
I Many extraordinary stories relative to the former own- 
ers of this ancient edifice are still current in the neighbour* 
hood* The following account of a deed of cruelty* and 
speedy revenge, is said to be founded on fact ;— it is, unfor- 
tunately, too much in keeping with many scenes recorded 
in the pages of Irish history : 
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fallen from their original situation^ and rolled to 
the place on which they now rest. The cement 
used in their erection has become as hard and im- 
penetrable as the solid stone itself, the fragments 
of it having more the appearance of pieces of rock^ 
^an of a compound formed by human art. 

The scenery which here presents itself to view 
of a most pleasing description. In front the -broad 
and silvery waters of the lake— on the opposite 
coast the lofty mountains of Tir-owen and Derry 
shelving gently down^ till level with the water ; 
on the other side^ the rich luxuriant vales of 
Feevah^ with its deeply indented shores and bays, 
present a cheering prospect to the eye; while 
downwards, the handsome metal-railed bridge of 

A diflnDged friar, of the name of O'Uagan, from Tir* 
Owen, travelling in the neighbourhood of Toome, chanced 
to come within the precincts of the fortress, and meeting 
there with the officer holding it in command, he, with th^ 
pride and haughtiness of the Norman, unceremoniously ac- 
costed the friar with ** What brings you here ?" ** The 
same that brought you," retorted the friar. ** Oh, very 
well, they'll never do the same again ;*' and he ordered the 
poor friar to be conveyed within the fortress, and there had 
him placed with his feet before a fire, until he expired. 
The brother of the unfortunate man, one of those bold, 
hardy, and undaunted spirits, which those times produced, 
bearing of his fate, was roused to vengeance ; and, sailing 
from Tir-owen in an open boat, attended by two or three 
trusty followers, landed near the fortress early on a dark, 
hasy morning. Leaving his men behind, he walked up to 
the sentinel, and demanded to be admitted to the presence 
of his commander, at the same time holding a letter in his 
hand, saying he must deliver it himself. The sentinel, 
however, refused^when O'Hagan, drawing forth a dag- 
ger which he had concealed under his cloak, despatched 
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Toome^ and the spire towering in the midst of 
Church Island^ around whose nigged sides rush 
the foaming waters of Lough B^^ form altogether 
a scene of the most interesting character. 

The tourist may now return to Belfast, or pur- 
sue his way from this to the Causeway ; — sup- 
posing the former^ however^ he will retrace his 
steps to Antrim^ and return by the mountain-road, 
which will be found described in the direet line 
from Belfast to the Causeway. 

him, and pnshinif forward, entered (he offioar*8 chamber, 
whom he found siartiDif from bed* and grasping at a pistol, 
with which he attempted to shoot him as be entered ; the 
arm of the Irish chief, however, was more swift — he stmci 
the weapon, yet reeking with the blood of the sentinel, in- 
to the breast of his foe, exclaiming *' My brother is re- 
venged 1** — then rushed out of the fortress to the boat, and 
away, pursued by the soldiers $ but in the thickneKs of the 
mist he escaped. It is stated, that some time after this, 
the Irish, under the command of a member of the 0*Neill 
family, to whom the O'Hagans were related, marched from 
Charlemouot by Arboe, down to Toome, and throwinr up 
an entrenchment opposite the fortress, some traces of whicfc 
are still observable, opened a destructive cannonade which 
in a short time levelled it with the dust 
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BELFAST TO THE CAUSEWAY. 

There are two roads to the Causeway, the one 
through the interior of the country, the other along 
the coast : — 



ThroDgb the Interior, by 

Antrim 16^ miles. 

Randalstown 5 

BftUymena 9 

BaUymooey 19 

Colerain 8 

Bushmills 9 

Caoseway 1 



Along the Coast, by 

Carrickfergus JO miles, 

Larne 11^ 

Glenarm isl 

Cashendatl ]2| 

Rallycastle I5| 

Causeway 12| 



73 ^ 



Through -the interior of the country runs the 
line by which the mail-coach proceeds. After 
passing the mountains near Belfast, the road is 
good, though of rather an uninteresting character 
beyond Randalstown. The route by the coast is 
hilly in the extreme, but presents one continued 
scene of fine, bold, picturesque, precipitous, ma- 
ritime landscape. It has this drawback, however, 
that, with a single exception, the accommodation 
on the road, as regards inns, &c. is bad, and the 
vehicles are of a description which would not well 
suit the taste of the generality of travellers. 

We shall briefly describe the mail-coach line 
by Antrim, and then more particularly allude to 
tnat along the coast — ^previously observing, that 
as the scenery along the coast appears to the 

* The reader will bear in mind, that the miles mentioned 
in this book are English measure. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



236 TO THB CAUSEWAY^ 

best advantage from the water, we would by all 
means advise the traveller who is not afraid of sea^ 
sickness, to coast it in one of those steam-vessels 
which leave Belfast for the Causeway and Lon- 
donderry twice or thrice each week — as, by this 
means, the very best view of the entire coast from 
Belfast to Londonderry can be obtained ; and, by 
landing and remaining for a day or two in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Causeway, the tourist can see 
every thing worthy of observation at and about that 
far-famed spot — and afterwards proceed in the di- 
rection we shall point out. 

TO THE CAUSEWAY, BY ANTBIM. 

The mountain road from Belfast to Antrim, al- 
though diversified by several bleach-greens and 
good farm-houses, is for a great part of it, quite 
uninteresting ; the traveller may, however, by 
taking the new road at the foot of the Cave-hiU, 
have an opportunity of examining M' Art's Fort, 
and the curious caverns or caves from which the 
hill has derived its name. The Fort stands in a 
most conspicuous and picturesque situation, on the 
brow of the mountain, about three miles distant 
from Belfast. It is of that kind which we have 
already described, as being formed for the pro* 
tection of the natives against the predatory incur- 
sions of an enemy, and, as a place of security, must 
have been of great consequence to its possessors. 
It is alike indebted to nature and to art for its 
formation ; one of its sides being formed by a high 
basaltic rock — the others in the way we have al- 
ready described, when speaking of similar places. 
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It is enclosed by a hieh ditch, and a trench of very 
considerable depth and breadth — ^the circumference 
of the entire being about 600 feet. The summit 
is neither circular nor smooth, and in the centre is 
a large hole, called the Devil's Punch Bowl. 

Not far from this, there are three caverns or 
caves, hollowed out of the face of the solid basaltic 
rock.* The first or lowest cave, which is visible 
at a distance of two miles, '^ is eighteen feet in 
breadth, from the entrance to the opposite side ; 
twenty-one feet in length, and varying in height, 
£rom seven feet to eleven. The second cave is si- 
tuated a few yards higher in the same cliff, and is 
of a smaller size, beine almost nine feet in length, 
seven in breadth, and scarcelv six in height. — 
Farther up the rock again, is the third cave, 
which is much more capacious and curious. Its 
situation, from the perpendicularity of the ascent, 
and the deficiency of natural supports to assist in 
the attempt, would deter most persons from un- 
dertaking a journey which is truly perilous. From 
tiie concurring testimony of different adventurous 
individuals, by whom it has been reached and 
examined, it is said to consist of two apartments. 
Of these, the outer is nearly of the same dimen- 
sions with the first cave. From this room there 
branches a narrow passage to the left, terminating 
in a steep abrupt descent of two or three yards, and 
leading to a second chamber, which is of still greater 
extent, and more smoothly cut than any of the 

A recent writer his supposed, but evidently without 
the shadow of foandatioO} that the CaTe-hill is the ** misty 
CTomla'' of Ossian. 
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Others. It is almost thirty feet long, sixteen broad^ 
and more than seven high. At its extremity is a 
latge chink or outlet, scarcely sufficient for the ad- 
mittance of the human body. This opening shows 
that the cave does not penetrate far into the rock, 
and it may have served either for the purpose of 
letting in air, or as a more conmiodious situation 
for reconnoitring an enemy than the original en- 
trance. The sides of the first cave are tolerably 
smooth, but the top is extremely rough and dis- 
jointed, being composed of stony angular projec- 
tions, somewhat resembling large masses of crys- 
tallized substances. Its entrance is extremely 
large and unshapen, being in one place seven feet 
across, and presenting nrom a suiort distance a 
gloomy, or even a terrible appearance. The second 
cave is more smooth and circular, having a small 
grassy platform in front; and close beside it is 
another excavation in the rock, nine feet long, and 
about four broad. The antiquity of these caverns 
must be very great, and after the most diligent 
inquiry it has been impossible to discover any tra- 
dition of the residents, or makers of such curious 
habitations.*** 

On Easter Monday, vast crowds of people from 
Belfast, and the surrounding country, ascend this 
mountain, as far, at least, as the first or lower cave, 
and enjoy themselves in various sports and plea- 
sures during the day. Numerous tents are pitched 
on the comparatively level ground in front — and 
while the younger people amuse themselves in 
hurling, anS tossing about hard-boiled eggs, co- 

• Stat. Ace. 
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loured by various dyes^ many of the elder regale 
themselves with copious libations of the '^ moun- 
tain dew," or native whiskey. 

Here the naturalist can readily examine the dif« 
ferent strata of which the mountain is composed— - 
its limestone base and basaltic covering — ^as well 
as the large whin dyke which runs from top to 
bottom of the hill, a little to the north of the 
caves. 

Proceeding onwards, the traveller will enjoy a 
fine panoramic view of the bay, and the sur- 
rounding country, as described in our route to 
Carrick&rgus. On gaining the old road, he will 
perceive in a valley to the ri^ht, the well culti- 
vated lands, and the neat litUe village of Cam- 
money. About four miles further on is the vil- 
lage or hamlet of Rough Fort, near to which, a 
few perches ofif the high road, is a cromlech, or 
drui^cal altar, something similar to that at the 
Giant's Ring. " The first stone is very little ele- 
vated above the surface of the ground, but is fol- 
lowed by a number of others, which form, for the 
length of forty feet, a gradual ascent, ending in 
one of greater magnitude, raised and supported 
like the Giant's Ring. The stones of which this 
work is composed are not very broad, but ex- 
tremely heavy, round, and. smooth, somewhat re- 
sen^bling huge pebbles. There is an account, that 
it was formerly surrounded with an earthen ditch, 
and that very near the altar was found a large 
bowl or busin of brass, but which was so much 
corroded that it fell to pieces in cleaning. There 
is no tradition which might illustrate the origin of 
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tbis curious remnant of antiquity. The situation 
in which it stands does not presait any thing re- 
markable, but the length adds greatly to the no- 
velty of its appearance. Immediately adjoining, 
stands a tall conical moat or rath, much disfigurea 
on the summit."* 

A short way forward is the village of Temple- 
patrick, near to which stands an old, decayed, ne- 
glected-looking mansion, called Castle-Upton — a 
striking emblem of the effects of absenteeism. It 
is the property, although not the residence, of 
Lord Templeton. 

At about a mile distance is tho neat little village 
of Dunadry, adjoining which is a very handsome 
mount, and in the immediate neighbourhood, one 
or two extensive manufacturing concerns. 

About two miles ham Antrim, are the ruins and 
very extensive demesne of Muckamore Abbey, 
the beautiful seat of Samuel Thompson, Esq. and 
the finely situated residence and extensive bleach- 
green of W. Chaine, Esq. 

Situated on the Six-mile water, about sixteen 
miles from Belfast, is the town of Antrim, which, 
together with Massareene Castle, the ruins of 
Shane's Castle, and Lough Neagh, have been al- 
ready described. 

Five miles forward, is Randalstown, pleasantly 
situated on the banks of the Maine, a rather good 
little country town, with a church, meeting-house, 
barrack, and parade. Its contiguitv to Shane's 
Castle and Lough Neagh, as well as the many fin« 

♦ Stat. Ace. 
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plantations by which it is surrounded, give it an 
interest not possessed by many places of much 
greater importance. There is a good inn here. 

Although along the line from Bandalstown to 
Ballymena there are several handsome seats and 
comfortable houses, it is still rather an uninterest- 
ing drive. The traveller will not fail to observe a 
vast difference between this part of the country 
and that through which he passed in the county of 
Down. This may, in some measure, be attributed 
to the great extent of bc^ which will be observed 
in this direction, preventing as it does that decree 
of improvement which might otherwise take jUace 
by means of tillage, planting, &c.* Still, however, 
the cottages and farm-houses present that appear- 
ance of neatness and comfort which has heretofore 
been observed in the province of Ulster; the 
squalid misery and extreme wretchedness so irk- 
scMne to the feelings of every benevolent mind not 
being apparent here. The peasantry are rather 
well-informed, and have in general that idea of 
independence which gives to the lower orders of 
this portion of the country such a decided advan- 
tage over those of the. other districts of Ireland. 

* It is rather a carious circumstance, that many districts, 
at the present moment one continued line of level bog, were 
at some former period in a state of cultivation- their sub- 
stratum, at a depth of from four to eight or ten feet, still 
TOtaiaing the evident marks of the plough, in ridges and 
furrows, and being, eveu at that depth, proper for the 
growth of vegetables. At the bottom of these bogs qunn- 
titles of large timber trees, in a healthy slate, are frequently 
discovered. 

P 
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They are^ however^ very superstitious^ and aittached 
to many old customs and pastimes. 

Ballymena^ which contains about five hundred 
houses and three thousand inhabitants^ is really a 
good inland town^ in which a considerable portion 
of business is carried on. It is by no means hand- 
some in itself, but is finely situated. There are 
three Protestant places of worship here^ but no 
Roman Catholic chapel. In the centre of the 
town stands the market-house^ which is large and 
commodious^ and on which there is a spire. 

A short distance from the town is one of those 
raths^ to which we have already more than once 
alluded. It is connected with another mound> in 
the form of an amphitheatre. It is fifty feet high, 
and, being planted with trees, forms a very pretty 
object, and is well worthy the inspection of the 
curious. 

Rather more than two miles from Balfymena, 
on the Ahoghill road, is the handsome village of 
Gracehill, a Moravian Settlement, which s£»uld 
certainly be visited by the tourist who can afford 
so much time, and whose mode of conveyance will 
allow him to make a deiour a little to the left of 
the mail-coach line. 

The country around Ballymena presents a very 
pleasing appearance, being all well cultivated, and 
much ornamented by planting in various direc- 
tions. A little hill, standing to the westward of 
the town, commands, towards the south, a pleas- 
ing view of a rich and cultivated valley, as well 
planted and as amply ornamented with houses, 
orchards, and hedge-rows, as any vale in England. 
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The village of Gracehill^ which consists of about 
forty houses and four hundred inhabitants^ forms 
three sides of a quadrangle — ^in the front of which 
is a very beautiful hedge-rowed pleasure-ground. 
'^ The principal buildings are^ the diapel^ the single 
women s house^ the widows' house,, the academy^ 
the boarding-school for youn^ ladies^ the shop^ and 
the inn. To the chapel a dwelling-house is an- 
nexed on each side^ for the minister and warden ; 
in the same line^ on the left side of the chapel^ is 
the single women's house^ and lower down the 
widows' house ; to the right of the chapel^ in the 
same line^ is the academy^ in which between fifty 
and sixty boarders^ with their teachers and assist- 
ants^ are conveniently lodged and maintained.* 
Its gardens and plav-groun£ are on a large scale. 
The above principal buildings^ with a few dwell- 
ing-houses^ and another row of private houses op- 
posite, form the upper street^ the south-eastern 
end of which leads off to Randalstown^ and the 
north-western to Ahoghill. Opposite the chapel 
is the square^ surrounded with a hedge and double 
row of trees^ between which there is a gravel walk, 
generally made use of by the young ladies of the 

* The pupils ia the academy, besides their instraction 
in Engrlish grammar, writing, and arithmetic, are also 
taught book keeping, geography, use of the globes, ma- 
thematics, Latin, French, Greek, German, music, and 
drawing. The young ladies in the boarding-school, be 
sides English grammar, writing, arithmetic, geography, 
use of the globes, French, music, and drawing, are taught 
plain and oroaroental work. This school, as well as the 
academy, is under the inspection of the minister of the 
place. 
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boarding-school^ for the benefit of air and exercise. 
Within the large square there is a smaller one^ 
with borders of shrubs and flowers^ and a fish- 
pond in the centre. Towards the north-east is a 
view of the boarding-school^ a modern building, 
with large premises and gardens ; and of the inn 
for the accommodation of strangers and travellers^ 
who, in summer, come to see the place, or pass 
through on their road to other parts of the country. 
The principal building on the right side of the 
square is the shop, containing all sorts of goods for 
customers in and out of the place : and on each 
side, but on the same line, a decent family house, 
one of them occupied by the doctor, surgeon, and 
apothecary of the place. Along the lower side of the 
square runs the main street or high road, having 
no houses opposite the square, but a double row of 
dwellings at each end, in an easterly and westerly 
direction ; at the western end this road falls into 
the great road leading from Ballymena to Ahoghill. 
At the back of all the houses are gardens of more 
or less extent. A variety of business and trades 
are carried on by the inhabitants. Some of the 
single women are excellent muslin workers, others 
make lace, and others again are employed in plain- 
work and spinning. The tradesmen consist of 
cabinet-makers, joiners, carpenters, shoe-makers, 
stocking-weavers, bakers, and weavers of linen 
and cotton. Each. family, besides, has land for 
keeping a cow and raising potatoes. One member 
of the society, living a small distance from the 
place, though on the same townland, has a large 
plantation of camomile-flowers, which he, though 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



BY >AKTRISf . 245 

untutored^ has brought to )such perfection^ that 
the druggists prefer them to all others, both for 
strength and flavor. For the maintenance of the 
poor, collections are made every Sunday, after 
service, and private donations solicited from the 
opulent in other congregations. The burial-place 
is on the summit of a rising ground, enclosed with 
a hedge and lofty trees. Every tenant of these 
subterraneous abodes has peaceable possession of 
his tenement, and a stdne on his grave records his 
name, the day of his birth and departure, and the 
number of years spent in this mortal vale."* 

This settlement was commenced about seventy- 
flve years since, on a townland, containing about 
220 acres, taken from Lord O'Neill — the entire of 
which is in a state of high cultivation, numbers of 
comfortable cottages, and thriving gardens, sur- 
rounded with luxuriant hedges, appearing in every 
direction. 

We would recommend the traveller journeying 
by short stages, to proceed to this village, in place 
of stopping for the night at Ballymena, as there 
is a comfortable clean inn here ; and as any spare 
time could be very pleasantly fiUed up by inspect- 
ing the different divisions of the settlement, and 
obtaining a more correct knowledge of the modes 
and manners of life of the interesting colony which 
has been established here.t 

Prom Ballymena to Ballymoney is a most unin- 

• Shavr Mason's Stat. Sarv. 
t The orig^in of this settlement- may be dated from the 
year 1755, when it was commenced by a junction of several 
religions societies of the United Brethren. 

p2 
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teresting drive of nearly twenty miles. To the 
right lies Sleimish mountain, at the foot of which 
St. Patrick is said to have taken up his abode for 
several years, and which rises to the height of 
1398 feet — ^the only object which arrests attention 
for some miles. About four miles from Ballymena 
the rivers Clough and Maine form a junction ; and 
a mile forward is seen the rath or mount of Dun- 
dermot. 

Midway from Ballymena to Ballymoney, some- 
what to the left, are seen the Craigs rocks, or 
Fort of Craigs, which form a square of 9,000 feet 
in area, with a very deep trench, close to which 
are three pillars,, erect and tapering, supposed to 
have been placed there in honour of some valiant 
chieftain slain in battle ; and but a short distance 
from them, in the hollow of a high and craggy 
ridge, there is a cromlech, or druidical altar — a 
slab of black heavy stone, one foot in thickness, 
ten feet long, and eight broad, originally placed 
upon five supporters. Beneath this is a chamber 
which communicates with two others, aboujt seven 
feet square, and arched over — the whole standing 
within a circle of 135 feet in circumference, the 
ground underneath having formerly been hollowed 
into a kind of cavern. To the supposed uses of 
these monuments of antiquity we have already re- 
ferred. A writer in Mason's Statistical Survey,* 
speaking of. this place, observes — that it must 
have been the theatre of great events in former 
times ; that it possesses more remains of antiquity 

* The Rev. James Grier. 
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than he has any where seen in the same space of 
ground. The place where the altar is erected is 
h>nely and awful — ^it induces thought, and brings 
back the memory to former days, over which the 
mind broods with pensive pleasure. Here Fingal 
and his clans of Moume and Boiskene, may have 
displayed their valour — Torgis and his Scandina* 
vians committed their ravages — Sourlebuoy (i. e. 
Yellow Charley) and his Scotch played oJF their 
stratagems — or De Courcey and his English show- 
ed forth their heroism. All are now gone ; a total 
change of laws, manners, religion, and war, has 
taken place — ^and a rational re%ion and mild go- 
vernment have blessed us with peace and know- 
ledge. 

Somewhat nearer the road, are the CoUieries of 
Kilmorris — ^the coal raised on which is a kind of 
fossil-wood, of which the tourist will be able to 
see many specimens in the vicinity of the Cause- 
way. 

Within six miles and a' half of Ballymoney is 
the village of Dunloy, in which some of the stage 
coaches change horses. 

Approaching Ballymoney, the range of moun- 
tains m the immediate vicinity of the Causeway, 
and which terminate with Knockleade, rising 1820 
feet above the level of the ocean, make their ap- 
pearance to the right. 

. Ballymoney is a long, irr^nlarly-built town, 
without a single object worthy of notice — supposed 
to contain nearly 2,000 inhabitants. 

Proceeding towards Colerain, one mile' from 
Ballymoney, the road passes through Leslie-hill, 
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the extennye demesne of James LesKe^ Esq. On 
the left the mansion-house appean to consideraUe 
advantage. Beyond this the ooontry again be- 
comes uninteresting, till within a mile or two of 
Colerain, which lies eight miles firom BaUjmoney, 
where the Bann is seen pursaing its bright and 
peacefol coarse, soon to mmgle its waters with the 
ocean-T— while on either side well cnltivated toms, 
flourishing plantations, with, here and there, a 
handsome villa to diversify the scene, afford to the 
mind of the traveller a pleasing relief after the 
uninteresting tract of country through which he 
had previoiuly been journeying. Close to the 
town there is a mound or rath called Mount Sen- 
dal, similar to those already described. 

Having now reached the town of Colerain, in 
which there are two excellent inns, and which, 
from its contiguity to the Causeway, being but 
nine miles distant, has been considered as the best 
resting-place for weary travellers, previous to vi- 
siting that great natural curiosity — ^we shell, for 
the convenience of those "who may feel disposed to 
travel coastways, return to Belfast, and proceed 
from that town by Carrickfergus, Lame, Glenarm, 
Cushendall, Ballycastle, and Bushmills. 



TO THE CAUSEWAY, BY CARRXCKFEBGUS. 

t^oceeding by the low road, the traveller can- 
not but be struck with the fine, bold, picturesque 
scenery on either side the bay. On the county 
of Down side, the continued succession of villas 
mansions, and cottages^ pleasingly broken by the 
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neat village of Hollywood^ and the more distant 
and indistinct view of the town of Bangor. On 
the Antrim side^ several elegant mansions^ finely 
situated^ and a number of pretty cottages, witn 
yonnff plantations — the villages of Whitehouse 
and Whiteabbey appear as nearly midway — ^the 
Castle of Camckfergus and the promontory of 
Whitehead, forming prominent points in the pic- 
ture; while the bay and shipping in front, and the 
limestone and basaltic mountain, called the Cave- 
hill, with its rudely-broken and majestic preci* 
pices, rising nearly of 1200 feet,* in the rere. 



* As we shall have occasion to notice the various moan- 
i ains in this district, the following calculation of their seve- 
ral altitudes will be found useful. It was kindly furnished 
to the writer by Mr. M'Skimmin, author of the ** History 
of Carrickfergus.** 

Vwt. 

Knockleade 1690 

Slievenacreagh, or Great Aura 1683 

Trostran 1600 . 

Agnewsnm •..1657 

Dubhais, or Devis 1560 

c^ Slemish 1S98 

The Black Mountain 1217 

Cave Hill 1191 

LurgeidiiD 11 00 

Teivbuelle 842 

• ** Basalt, under various aspects, forms the top of the 
monntain range, and appears as a cap or covering of great 
thickness. On the Cave-hill it is nearly three hundred, 
and on Devis nearly nine hundred feet in depth. The Cave 
hill, when canopied by a serene and cloudless sky, is the 
most beautiful mountain in the parish. The wild thyme 
grows luxuriantly on its sides, which are neither dry nor 
marshy, but in most places, except where imbrowned with 
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and serving as the back-gronnd^ gire a splendid 
and majestic finishing to the entire landscape^ 
rarely to be met with even in those places where 
nature and art have successfully cambined in min- 
gling the beautiful with the sublime. 

Of the many elegant mansions and villas which 
here meet the eye^ we can merely stop to parti- 
cularize Mr. Thompson's^ which is a very fine cas- 
tellated buildings in the immediate vicinity of the 
town — Mr. Boomer's^ surrounded with pleasure- 
grounds^ tastefully planted — Mr. George Langtry's 
—Mr. Hardy's— Mr. M'NeiU's— Mr. Cairns'— 
and Mr. John Thompson's beautiful place^ called 
Low-wood. 

About three miles from Belfast is the village of 
Whitehouse^ where a large cotton-mill and print- 
fields are carried on by Messrs. Grimshaw^ sons 
of one of the individuals by whom the cotton trade 
was first introduced into Ireland^ as stated in a 
preceding page. .The first mill for the manufacture 
of cotton m all its brancheaf in Ulster^ indeed we 
may say in Ireland^ was erected here in the year 
1734. Here also are several neat cottages^ built 
by the proprietors for the work-people employed 
in the factories. Between this village and White- 
abbey are the residences of Major Rov(^an^ Mrs. 

heath smooth and verdant. AH these mountains prodace 
vast quantities of heatb, generally of a low and bushy 
growth. Setting a»de, however, their mineralogicai at» 
tractions, and the sublime prospects which arrest the eye 
from their summits, the Black mountain and Devis, which 
are the principal, afibrd little else to repay for the w««ri> 
some ascent." — Stat. Ace, p. 142. 
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Clelow^ Major Matthews, of Claremont, and J. 
Cunningham^ of Macedon. 

About five miles from BeKast is the village of 
Whiteabbey^ where there is another very exten- 
sive cotton-mill. Before entering this village, 
near the fourth mile stone, are the ruins of an old 
abbey, from which the place takes its name, and 
which is said to have been formerly attached to a 
religious house in Down. From this village to 
Carrickfergus, the only houses worthy of notice 
are Sea Park, the seat of Thomas L. Stewart, Esq. 
and Scoutbush, the property of Mr. Wills — ^both 
of which are situated a short distance from Car- 
rickfergus. 

THE TOWN OF CARRICKFERGUS. 

Although this is a place of considerable antiqui- 
ty,* and was at one time esteemed of much im- 
portance, as a strong military post, being the prin- 
cipal fortress of the English in Ulster, it is now 
rather an insignificant town, in which there is but 
little business of any kind transacted. The objects 
most worthy of notice are the castle, the church, 
the court-house, and the jail. The town was ori- 
ginally protected on the north and west bv a broad 
trench or wet ditch — afterwards by a wall formed 
of earth or sods ; and, finally, it was surrounded 
by a stone wall, with bastions, and having four 

• Harris, in his ♦« History of the County of Down/* in- 
forms us, that it was the principal place of trade in Ulster, 
before the reign of Queen Elizabeth $ and Hoiingsbed, in. 
his Chronicle, ranks it amongst ** the chief haven towns in 
Ireland.'' 
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gates — two of them being a^roached by draw- 
bridges. A great portion of the walls still remain. 
They are rather rudely constructed, and were 
about eighteen feet high, and six feet thick at 
top. The town of Carrickfergus is remarkable for 
having been the landing-place of King William, 
when he came over to h^a his troops in this ooun- 

S against King James. He landed here on the 
;h of June, 1690 — ^the town having previously 
been taken from the Irish forces under Mac Arty 
More, after a siege and bombardment by the troops 
under Duke Schomberg. King William, after 
walking through the town for half an hour, set off 
in Duke Schomberg's carriage for Belfast. The 
circumstances which ensued have been already 
detailed in the '^Historical Outline" which we 
have given of Belfast. 

During the last forty years the town has in- 
creased considerably in size ; there are a number of ^ 
very respectable p^sons now resident in it. The 
streets inside the walls are narrow, and many of 
the houses present an antique appearance, some 
of them being built in frames of oak, in that style 
formerly called ^' cadge-work'' Being the shire- 
town for the county Antrim, it is always crowded 
to excess while the assizes continue.^ 



• Several very extraordinary cases have been from time 
to time decided here. The following trial and conviction 
for the alleged crime of witchcraft, will show tu what an 
extent the belief in supernatural agency was carried little 
mote than one century since : — 

<' March 31st, 1711, Janet Mean, Janet Latimer, Janet 
Millar, Margaret Mitciiol, Catharine M^Calmond, Janet 
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The castle^ supposed to iiave originaUy beea^ 
erected by the celebrated Sir John De Conrcy, in 
the beginning of the eleventh century^ is situated 
on the south side of the town^ aiid is at present 
occupied as a military garrison and magazine to 

Lhlon, alias Seller, and Jaitet Carson, were iriei. here, in 
llie coonty of Antrim court, for witcboraft. Tbeir alleged 
crime was tormenting a young woman called Mary Dunbar, 
about eighteen years of age, at the bouse of James Hat- 
tridge. Island JMagee, and at other places to which she was 
removed* I'be circumstances sworu on the trial were as 
follow:-- The afflicted person being, in the month of Fe» 
brnary, 171], in the bouse of- James Uat'tridge, Inland 
Magee, (which had been for some time considered as haunt- 
ed by evil spirits,) found an apron in the parlour floor that 
had been missing for some time, tied with jli«e strange knois^ 
wbieh she loosened. ' On the following day she was sud* 
denly seised with a violent pain in ber thigh, and after* 
wards fell into fits and ravings ^ and, on recovering, said 
she was tonasented by several women, ^hose dress and per- 
sonal appearance she minutely described. Shortly after > 
she was again seised with the like fits ; and, on recovering, 
sh« aoetned five other women of tormenting her, describing 
them «ti»o. ' The accused pei^ons being brought from difier- 
ent parts of the country, she appeared to suffer extreme 
fear and §^reat torture as tbfy approached the house. Jt 
was also deposed, that strange noises, as of scratching, 
wbistliii)^, &c. were heard in the house, and thai a sul- 
pbareous smell was observed in the rooms ; that stones, turf, 
and the like, were thrown about the house, and the cover» 
lets, drc. frequently taken off the beds, and made up in the 
shape of H corpse ; and that a bolster once walked out of a 
room into tlie kitchen, with a. night-gown abont it I It 
Hkewtae appeared in evidence* that in some of her fits, three 
strong men were scarcely able to hold her in the bed ( liiat 
at times she vomited feathers, cotton-yarn, pins, and but« 
tons ; and that on one occasion she slid off the bed, and was 
laid on the fioor, «s if flopf>orted and drami by an invisible 

a 
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die nordMite ^istnet. Stiuidiag #ii « eook wkieii 
projeeto «on«identilsr imo tiie sea, at eomniciL tides 
it ift enelaeed on time wdes br water. '^ Towards 
the town are two towors^ cwed from their shi^ 
Uf*anooM^ fiiid betwe^i these is the only entraBoe> 

pomwwi, TbeafliicM ptnon «M uasbje 1o .guntai^ «vi* 
4«iiae. OB tke trial » Mof dwing tW 4in« damb ; ^t had 
no violent fit during iu coDtiooance. The evidence sworn 

upon ihit trihl wera, &ev« > Skevtag ton^ Rev. William 

Ogthrie, W. Fentom /. Snita^ J. Bfoir» J. Blytbe, W. 
Hartley, Charles Lennon, J. Wilson, H. Wilson, H. Do*. 
^UsoB, J. tiiil, J. Hattridge, Mrs* ^i^ltri4«^, Rev. P* 
Adair, Rear* J. Cobhani, P. Fergusooy . J. EdnonstoDy aad 
■ ■ '■ Jamisoo. 

«« In defence of 4he aceosed^ U appeared that they were 
mostly sober> indQStripQs|ieople, who attended publio mtK^ 
ship, could vepeat the Lard's prayor% apd had beea hnomi 
to piay both in public and private,} sud that ^bm of tbeiq 
had lately received the ooaunttnion. Judge IJpton charged 
the jary, and obseryed on the regular atteadanoe of the ae« 
cosed on public wofihip i remarkiag, thai be ibougbt i^ 
impiobable tliatreal.witisbos.oM^dso fiir fetein the form of 
religioD, as to freifneat tba ireUgions woeihip of (sod» both 
publicly and t)riTa4elyf which had been proved in favour of 
the accused. He concluded by giving his opbiiony * that 
the jury could not bring.them in guilty upeo tike sole test!* 
moayof the afflicted parson's vtsionavy Ittiagas.' He was 
followed byJuatiee Mac«rtntiy, wh# difefed firom him in 
opinion, and * thought the Jury wight* from the evid«ioo» 
bring theni in guilty '^— nfrhich they accordingly did. 

•* This trial laBtedfrom sijt o'clock in the morning tili two 
in th« aftemoott ; and the prisonous ware seoteoced toVe 
Inprisonod twelve jnonihs, avA to stand four tinif s in. tbo 
pillory in Qarriekfergns. Tradition -says, that the,pe<!iihi 
were much o'xaspemted against these unfortunate persons* 
who were severely pelted ia the pilkryt with boiled eggs, 
cabbage stalks, and thb like { by which one of them had 
an eye baalen out*' -r-M'Skimin'i liUk Qftrn^ 
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wUA k defended ^ aistivfl t^Msage^ yffUk iem^ 
bMottves for ti»e-irtt«. Abwot th« tetUte 4i tfak 

ft tiMt ptot»etffed tie tn^e is^ irill to 
A dttiii) tWRi of the fcsiMile^ H Mfered 1» 
Ittte betti otigififtHy mule to Mippltr the^^teh «t 
lirnefttraBeewMwtfteir. BetivMttflieibiilf^ifiMiw 
kft «trdikg<^gat»^ tob^^ wlik^ k a miieliibdliiitkai dr 
meHivB fer lettinj^ Btimes; tn^ltad kftd^ i^ tto 
Iflce, fidlim tbe MMdlMatSi tiiidd diis ^e ia tt 
pvtailliiy IBd.«i flOMMMsre ftir tkft like purptM s» 
lint JHUt aMnttomd; the ardvn on <MtcAi 8scb«f 
this apertare iveof Ae 6«lb]ii«i idiid» tuitl the Miif 
cnfs ohnrved »iMn«t &e buildiiigw Im tlie gtm- 
mm^tkeae toi««n «»3 a ftiw pieee* «f Ugbt «k4^ 

]iEiteil«AwitihYoi]l(idpflto8; tkeo6litiiini$ai«fittfe 
feet bi^^ indluding W^ «nd <9ii!pifcftl^ imd fit^e 
iddbtfasadiiliBtf iadkfiiMr^ The oontre coluiim 
anouliiLtomtiide(i(tteniptiiitI<iiiie; tiieflMk<M« 
butmfl have «be )lefttiei» of the Ooiiiithttfn ; timir 
bnea oeoBitt of twio tdnidctt. Witkiti liie ^es te 
tkfl ietffor yard or ludifiln ; on i(iie tight atre- the 
goard X601I. aitd a barmck^ the latter iv«ia 'hii^ ia 
Iwa Onpawte t^wae ire^laan^ vatiil;«, «ud te ha 
hDiAbi.pnfdr, >9ver wkifah «re a ^Kr heat aputinlaita^ 
odeapiid h'y ilie dkcera <of Ae gaftkoki^ ^rdmoioe 
alo f a^a a ep e t^ mid maafcaw^gittiiiei'. A little aaiftii^ 
wind ar*:the wrmOHre^Vfevga and a fivnice Ihr 
fanttiugahot^ wtorVhidi^ on thewe^^irall ef tka 
cai^e, ia a lansdl pniijacting «i«»r^ •ealtoi de liaa'a 
den. 
*^ Soudiward, on Aie i^W >» the pai^age into 
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ihe ianet yard, or nvper balimn^ b j a gate with a 
semi-circ^ar arch, above which ia a long aperturey 
drcolar at the top. Inside, this aperture opens 
considerably ; and, on each side, are nidbes in the 
wall, apparently to protect those who defended 
the gate— northward of which are several similar 
apertures, and on the south a square tower, near 
which is a small door, mr sally*port, with send- 
circular arch, and ornamented. The . openings 
above this gate, and in the wall, appear to have 
been fMrigindly intended for the discharging of ar- 
imrs ; the top of the wall overhead seems to have 
been formerly garrated for a like purpose. 

'' Within this yard, which is encompassed by a 
high wall, is a small magazine, built a few years 
since, several store-houses, and the keep, or don** 
jon, a. square tower ninet]^ feet high. Both the 
south and east sides of this tower &ce the inner 
yard, its west wall forming a part of the outside 
building; its north wall faces the outer yand. The 
walls of the keep are eight feet ten inches thick ; 
the entrance is on the east, by a semicircular door 
in the second story. On the left of the entrance 
is a small door, now built up, by which was for- 
merly a pasKige in the south-east comer, by heli- 
cal stone stairs, to the ground floor and top of the 
tower. In this passage were loop-holes for the ad- 
mission of air and light ; and opposite each story a 
small door,, that opened into t^ different apart- 
ments. . At present the ascent to the top is partly 
by woodien stairs inside. The ground story of the 
keep is bomb-proof, with small slits looking into 
the inner yard. It is believed to have been an- 
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ciently a state prison^ and is now the pnncip^ 
magazine in this garrison; several rooms in thie 
other stories are occupied as an armoury, and for 
other military stores. On the top of the tower are 
two small houses; that on the south-east corner 
covers the mouth of the passage ; the other, on 
the sottth-west comer, seeins to have been intend- 
ed for a sentinel. The tower is divided into five 
stories ; the largest room was formerly in the third 
story, with semicircular windows. It was called 
Fergus's dinins-room, and was 25 feet ten inches 
high, 40 feet long, and 38 broad. Within tb# 
keep was. formerly a draw-weU, thirty-seven feet 
deep, the water of which was anciently celebrated 
for medicinal purposes. This well is now nearly 
fiUed up with rubbish."* 

In 1711 it mounted thirty pieces of ordnance; 
and in 1793 the tower was made into a barrack, 
and the outer walls were repaired, and mounted 
with twenty-seven pieces of artillery.t 

* M*Skiiniii*9 History of Carrickfergus. 

f For several interesting^ occurrences connected with 
this place — among others, the landing of Edward Brace* 
in 1315, and of the French, under Thurot, in 1760, the 
reader must turn io the *^ Historical Outline of Belfast," 
given in a preceding part of this work. The following brief 
notice of the capture of the Drake by the celebrated Paul 
Jones, will not, we should suppose, be deemed oat of place 
in our descriptioo of Carrickfergos. 

^* On the 20th of April, 1778, the Ranger, an American 
Tesael, commanded by this celebrated pirate, arrived at the 
entrance of Carrickfergus bay, and hoisting signal for a pi* 
lot, a fishing boat belonging io the Scotch-quarter went 
along-side, the crew of which were immediately made pri- 
soners. These men the commander examined separately* 
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flltaagett aiv fldnhled ta sec the amooiy, and 
odier pots of the Imildiiig, oo spplitiadoB to tile 
" in iwui an d, or to any otiier lespectaMe 
\ eonnecled with the garmoo. In fine dear 
Ty there k a deiightfid tiew- finam the tep 
of the tower. 

- The palish cfanreii is a veneiflUe ediiiee^ stand- 
en an elevatien, nesf the centre of the town, 
tiaditaon points ent as Ihe site of a pa^ss 
It appeaia to hove been au e ia ati ^ ^ ai& 
t»thft FnyansB immmttmf li^eaAf nc»- 

tieed, to which it ci imIi'iHi^ hfmetam of » 

sabtarraneoospaMSS^sfffi to be seen. It is bnilt 

wmjf m /Ba^ HM Ibnrof the garrison, and the number of gnns 
SHife^ bjf tbe Drake^ an armed vessel then lying opi^osite 
th^cMtle ; and being informed of her force, he iaj off till 
aiybt^ when he entered the bay, with an intention te board 
the jirmiBe by snrprise. Flood tide, and a bnA gale dnrinc 
a mow shower, preventenl his laying the Ranger alongside 
Ihe Drake, ' On which be left the bay, and proceeded to 
Whitehaven. Early on the oKMning of the 2lth, he again 
appeared at the entrance of the bay. The Drake had sent 
out a boat, with an oflicerandsix men, io reconnoitre ; but 
fhey were captured by the Manger , off the Block-bead* 
8bon after, the Drake bore down npon the Ranger, and an 
engagement ensued about mid>cbanoel. Captain Burden, 
who commanded the Drake% was killed early in the action ; 
liientenant Dobbs, second in command was mortally wound- 
ed ; and the vessel being- much cut up in her rigging, the 
men, who were mostly young hands, got into concision, 
and she was forced to strike fo the Ranger, after an action 
of one hour and ifteen minutes. The Drake had two men 
killed, and twenty-!^ wounded ; the Ranger had three 
killed, and five wounded. Shortly after the action, Pant 
Jones liberated the fishermen, giving them a boiit^ with 
proeisTons to carry them home, and also the raain-sail of 
the Drake:*-- mkimhi, pp. 9S, 09, 94. 
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M tke fbnn of a oroes-:— « steeple and octag&ii spire 
having long nnice been added; it comprises d chan- 
eel^ nave, and two aisles. Thie windows of the 
ehancel and nave ai^ of the pointed kind, the for- 
mer of stained glass, and those of the sdsles kre of 
m square form, divided by mulMons; As td the 
time at which this building was erected, there is 
no record or tradition. Its p<»nted doorways and 
windows sei^n to indicate that it must have been 
in the 11th or 12tk century.* Its interior having 
some time ^izice undergone a thorough repair, is 
hmat £^d uBiform ; it contain sixty-two pews, 
besides fifteen in a gallery in the westerti end-^' 
several monument9, and a number of inscriptions ; 

£e of th^ former, diat belonging to the Chichester 
nily^ V» of a v^ry magiiifigent description. The 
ehancel was £M3nerly hui^ with armorial bearii^ 
of the noble houses of O'Neill and M^Dohnen ; 
fint in the year 17^4, the roof having fallen in, 
the entire was buried,, in its ruins. The north 
aisle, which is the property of the Marquis of 
Donegal, has, in consequence of its ruinous state, 
been separated from the other yarts of the church. 
Over the entarance to this aisle is a tablet of white 
marble, surmounted by a coronet, with an insQrip- 
tiom to the memory of Arthur Chichester, third 
Earl of Donegal, who was killed in Spain ; and 
in the nprth end a stately sepulchral monumentt 

* Qa ^Igpi^g n cr^vft under ihe cliMcel-^lfle^ in 12^, 
a block of cat freestone was discovered, on which was a 
gross, and on one of its angles " Anno 1 164.'*— ilf*vW»»m. 

t *' On the dado, over the sarcophagoa, are two niches, in 
whieh %n the elii^es^ in alto vMiewy of Sir Arthur CbichaiM 
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belonging to the €liidiester family. The west 
windows of this aisle are built up ; the east win- 
dows shattered and broken^ and the roof is a com- 
plete ruin. Of the numerous armorial bearings 
and trophies, v^hioh at one time decorated the 
ceiling and walls of this aisle, there is scarcely a 
frs^aftent now remaining. 

The county of Antrim gaol and court-house 
are situated at the north end of the High-street — 
the &ont of the former being of cut-stone, with 
ballustrades ; the latter is a very capacious and 
substantial building, capable of containing 340 
prisoners.^ ' 

ter, first lord bftroi} Belfast, and hb lady. The eSgiw front 
each other, and are in a praying postare, with long robes 
and ruffs ; between them lies in effigy their infant son, Ar- 
thur. On the plinth of the sarcophagus, is the effigy of Sic 
John Chichester, ii| armour, also in a praying posture, but 
somewhat mutilated, the hands having fallen off. In front 
of the pediment is a death*s head, surmounted by a coronet, 
beneath which is inscribed * En mb triumphantim.* A 
little lower are the family arms, in batso reiievo^ with the 
motto ' Honor sequitdr vdgibntem.' Near the bara, ara 
large tablets of black marble with a very long inscription. 
In English.* Bfineath this aisle is a vault formed of cut 
stone, where many individuals of this fkmily lie interredt 
and among others. Sir John Chichester, beheaded by tba 
Mac Donnells, Nov. 4, 1597; near his oofiin, which ia 
broken down, is the blade of a small sword, with some 
lime.''-— M*Skimin, pp. 149, 151. 

* This building is said to be erected on the site of an an* 
cient abbey. *' Oral tradition states, that when the monks 
were obliged io go hence, they prayed that the place migbt 

* The ioflcriptions on these tablets mapt have certainly iindereone 
some veiy extiaordinaTv metamoiptMM* since the peTiod at wnfeh 
they were viewed by Mr. Wright, m the year 1823, as he informs os 
th^ were at that time in LaH»-^l\»y aw at present all in En^fiirA .' / . 
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Besides these building^^ there is a market-hoiuie, 
which stands in a central situation — also^ a Pres- 
hyterian meeting-house^ a meeting-house belong- 
ing te the Independents^ and a Methodist chapel. 
There are two nree-schools^ one supported by sub- 
scriptions^ the other firom the bequest of a gentle- 
man^ named Wilson. Here are likewise Sunday 
and daily schools^ for the instruction of the poor, 
and several other benevolent institutions.* 



Having viewed all that is worthy of inspection 
in Carrickfergus and its neighbourhood^ the traf* 
▼eller^ should he feel disposed to return to the 
maBHMMich line in his progress to the Causeway^ 
can d* so by crossing to BaUymena^ by Ballydare 

mret afi^r be the habitation of thieves I! If such were their 
prayer, it has of late been granted in a very remarkable 
Baanner."— iV SAtmrn. 

Many of ** the good old cufltoms of onr forefathers" 
have, like themselven, been forgotten in the lapse of ages. 
The foMowing, extracted by Mr. M^Skimin from the Re- 
«ords of Carrickfergus, is surely worthy of being handed 
down to posterity : 

*« October, 1574— Ordered and agreede by the hole 
Court, that all manner of Skoldet which Shal be openly de- 
tected of Skolding or evill wordes in manner of Skolding, 
A fdr the same shal be condemned before Mr. Maior & his 
brethren, Shal be drawne at the Sterne of a boate in the 
water from the ende of Peare rounde abought the Queenes 
majesties Castell in manner of ducking, and after when a 
Cage' shal be made the Party so condemned for a Skold shal 
be thenin pimbhed at the dtscretion of the maior.'' It ap- 
I»ear8 that a cage was got soon after, and deliaquents pun- 
ished in the manner noticed ; and that regular lists were 
kept of all scolds » and their names laid before the grand 
jaries ! ! 

b3 
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lodi DoBgh. By thk n>\ite^ I10 v31 have sil •p- 
fotttLiaty of i4e!viiig SlshenridL^ a beatttifol sbcMHU 
iilfiJodge beloQgiilg to tlie MinrqBis of Dwn^^ 
Ja the vkinity of Dbag^ the onuitary around wtiiiak 
is of the most in^Hwoped fmd pleaaing kind. 

About tibroe mikB fieom Ganick£eiga8« neav tiu 
load to iBallyekure, on different bnnchea of the 
riiw? Woodbum tbm are two nery poretty casoadas» 
and the eatire scenoy along both brandies of the 
river is of a very pictn ro o qno character j the streanij 
mltB ooarsa fnon the oascades^ sopplioa two ex- 
tmive cotton-print fi<Ma» 

The appoaiance of the eonntry lonnd Casoridcfier* 
gpa ig of rathei an iatereating ehaeaeter. Altjyaigh 
there are no woods.,* there is a good deal of piaiUU 
ing in various directions^ and several handsome 
seats^ and neat and comfortable ^nnJioiises, gi^ 
a pleasing diversity to the scene ; while^ on the 
topa of some of th^ highest hjUla in the neiglbbour- 

* That the sarrowndiiig cennlry wu at 0119 time «ovar«d 
irithr ire^ w evMe^it from iiainerous ticaoes of tkeir fonner 
existence. "Opposite the ruins of an old barrack, Irish 
quarter, oS digging In the strand at lew water» aboat thtrtv 
perches from the shore, is foand a straiuoi of peat^ fu aihatb 
l|ie f milks and leaves of trees, and haseUnota, lie Imboddad. 
Tbe trees are alder, sallow, and haaal, mostly the two last^ 
and lie north -ea&t and south -west. On aaost of thene the 
eomnteo moss or fog still adherets among whidi is fofUid 
the shell of the commoa snail. Seane of this timber it mi 
a petrified state 1 the petrifaetioA la very hard aad while, 
aqd seems to begin at the centre , and branok iol» veuw. 
Tbof e partt that s^ll remaia wood, are oftea pet fiarated by 
the rasor^tUh, sckn vaghm. The thaUs el the aats are 
cemmonly entire and imchaogied ; tora« are iraoapareat, aad 
of a crystal or greenish colour, resembling common wJadAW 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



9T G4&jucKvaBfiua. m 

Mff ooiintry^ caifns and o^r monamenta of aalir 
mitf are to be met with* On the aiunnut of SHe V6 
Tme^ wbieh rises IIDO feet above the baj^ is a 
mde moaaiaeat called the White Cairn> 20 feet 
high mad 280 £Mt in cbauDfereace at the base. 
On the top of it is a large stone, six feet in lengthy 
and ire feet and a half in breadth at the north 
end, but little more than tvo. feet at the south : 
it is about twe feet in thiekness. ^^This stone 
wm, d^i^Miess, anciently; a cremiHffh, L e« 'the 
atane ef bowiag* or adoration'^f^eiigbus xitea being 
performed there of old^ from a belief that the aoub 
ef tfe dftad resided at those phuses. Formerly^ 
Ulce all eromle^hs, it wa^ supported by oth^ large 
eUnee ; bat about fifty years ago it was cast down 
toits pmetit position^ in eonsequence of a man 
having dreamt that money was hidden under it. 
The aeareh^ howevor^ inas unsuocesaful ; nothing 
benig dieeoveved but a Sadler, whidi was unearth- 
ed in the course of the operation. A little west 
of l^eve True is die Rea^hiH^ probably oonrupted 
£pom Beoffh^kiit, i. e. 'the hill of the king.' On 
it is a caim^ the base of which is 325 feet in cir- 
cuasfenenoa ; its stones have been mostly carried 
wmkj to build hoiiaes or enclose fields. A horse 
market and race are held on this hill annually^, on 
G&ristmas-day. About a mile north^^ast of SHeve 

gtaw; oikenare bfowaiflli, tike the pQl»l4«p foooik .«» the 
4lMMe»t Iwii^b. The pftUifMiQtion of the nuts aj^j^ean to 
have been formed fiom the circumference \o the centre, as, 
in many that tve have seeni the outside was i^lmoat com- 
pietety encrusted, while the inner iraa hallow.''—- Jtf'5ftifmn, 
pp. 2^5) SS6. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



264 TO THB CAXm^WAY,. 

Troe^ is a cairn exactly similar to those jttt no* 
ticed^ called Caim-na^neade^ litwally Caimade/e, 
' the coped heap/ In the northern part of th« 
North«^ast Division is a place called ' The Priest's 
Cairn/ There is no record nor oral tradition re-* 
specting these cairns/'* 

About two miles and a half from CarriGlifergtus^ 
is the hill of Knockagh, 903 feet high. Near its 
summit are found several kinds of fossil shells^ im<« 
bedded in a greenish earthy and varieties of spar 
are seen winding horizontally through the fissures 
of its rocks^ and terminating like wedges. 

Should the traveller thi& of ascending these 
hills^ he will be amply repaid for his time and toil, 
by the splendid. scenery which is presented im^ftli 
ddes : — on the one hand> the bay and shipping in 
the offing-^the Copeland Isles and the snore of 
Down>-r-the Isles of Arran and Mann — and in 
the distance the mountains. of Argyle and Ayr; 
while^ on the other^ is to>be seen Uie widely ex- 
tending valley from Larne to. Lough Neagfa and 
Antrim^ a space of about nineteen imles in length, 
and nine in breadthr— finely covered witb.vifias» 
bleachigreens, and villages; and from aaothftr 
pointy a part of the town of Bel^t> and the Mounie 
mountains. 

Three miles from Carrickfei^us, in a northerly 
direction^ is Loughmorn, a fresh-water lake, which 
covers upwards of sixty acres of land, and is said 
to be 5d6 feet above the leyel of Garrickfergim 
bay. 

From Carrickfergus tQ the Causeway^ nothing 

• M'Skimin, p. 283. 
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can exceed in gtandear and boldness the scenery 
which occasionally bursts on the view of the tra-* 
veller — and we should suppose there are few who 
woald not feel delighted with the general appear- 
ance of the entire line of coast. Stilly however, 
there is a good deal of monotony or sameness in a 
great proportion of it ; besides which, it is that 
kind of maritime scenery^ of which little more 
than a general description can be given, with- 
out recurring again and again to the very same 
terms, in order faithfully to pourtray scenes which 
bear a striking simflarity to those that have beeit' 
already sketched. In some places the rocks are of 
the most stupendous description^ formed into pre- 
cipitooB difis^ jutting headlands^ noble promon-^ 
tones -^again, sloping, down into beautiful bsiys 
and quiet harbours ; the prospect to the right be- 
ing one continued sea view, with the Scottish 
coasts the Isle of Arran> and other lesser islands, 
in t^e distance ;— that to the left pleasingly di- 
versified with hill and valley— ^here a spot well 
cultivated, and occupied ^ith. comfortable cottages 
— rand this again, succeeded by a barren mountain, 
with scarcely a cabin, even of the most miserable 
description, to show that it is inhabited by beings 
of the human kind — the entire road divided into 
neatly equal distances by the towns whose names 
we have placed at the head of the route from Bel- 
fast. 

There are two roads to Lame--one across the 
mountain, so hilly and so bad, that it is impassa- 
ble by carriages — the other by the shore ; the dis- 
tance by the former being about nine miles, that 
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by the latter^ wfaieh is the one nsnally taken, tM^ 
ther more than eleven. 

Radier nqve than « mile fiem CamtkiergOB, 
h the viUage of Edea-«between a quaiter and haif 
a mile from which the road tarns to the fed; ; the 
direct line leading to Island Magee, av iathmns of 
eonsiderable sise, abont two miks and a half dis- 
tant> and on whidi are several objects worthy die 
notice of the tonrist.* The isthmus of Island Ma- 
gee appears to be a long, narrow tract <^ granad, 
partially separated from the mainland by the va- 
fers of Lame Longh. ^though seemingly very 
fertile, it is bnt thinly inhalMted,t and is totally 
dereid of woods or plantations. There is scarcely 
a single tree to be seoi on it frooi the one ead to 
the other. Here, however, are t^e ruins of two 
ancient castles, and of several ancient chitrcliefr*— 
a dmidical altar, the upper stone of wfaidi, rest^ 
iag on three supporters, is more than six feet in 
Imigih, and at one end of nearly equal breadth-^ 
On the eastern side of the peniasul^ an immense 
pile of basaltic rocks, caUed the Oobbina, rise al- 
most perpendicularly out of the sea, to the he%ht 
oi two hundred feet, and extend fully a mile along 
the coast. From tibe top of these there is a ms^- 

* This place may be visited either by the direct road, or 
by proceedin^r in a boat from Olderfleet or Curran, little 
liaore than a mile from the town of Larne, from which place 
two boats regularly ply, at the charge of only one penny. 

t For a number of years Ibere was not a tingle Hovan 
Catholic among all the inhabitants of the island. Several 
families of that persuasion have since settled there, and the 
best feeling exists between them and their Protestant neigh- 
bours. . 
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tMwot piOBp^ct^ im emrf difeotion. On the i 
•ide^ nemj on a lerel with the water^ there ore 
M^nd WvhbI oaves or oaTenu^ fermerly the ha- 
hitation of a number of outkwed banditti — at pre- 
tent used as boafc^hoBsea dorine the winter. In 
the iiraviees of the rocks^ indeed all along the face 
of the Tock^ innumerable flocks of the various spe- 
cies oC sta-fowl have built their nests ; and among 
0th^« the gos-hawks> the lifting of which <m raid* 
summer day^ by means somewhat similar to those 
by which the Solan geese are said to be taken, 
was formeriy the prelude to a successien of sporta 
and games, which continued for many days, but 
which are now no longer practised. On a l^vel 
vandy beaoh, to the south of the Gobbins, is one 
of the former sdrong-holds of the Donegal family, 
called Cattle Chichester. The name of this island, 
has been rendered notorious by an act of wanton 
barbarity committed by some Eufflish and Scotoh 
soldiers froni Garriekfergus,in 164Q,who,in retalia- 
tion for 9omfi previous massacre of their kinsmen by 
the Irisb^^in another part of the country, put the 
entire of ^the inhabitants of this little peninsula 
to death, by forcing them over the precipice, where 
they were dashed to pieces on the rocks, or found 
at tiie bottom a watery grave.* During the sum- 

* The ttotfneatt relative to IbU traiuaclion have been 
mttch exaggerated by nwny writers, who have estivMited 
the Dttmber of persoan thus barbarouily put to death, at 
from ten to twenty tiones the number that it ii at all proba- 
ble the Ulaad toold have aspported. The best informed 
writers have cMcloded. that not more than thirty persons 
at .t4e utmost could have suffered. 
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met season nnmerons parties fmai Belfiist and the 
aarroanding countiy are attracted to this place 
by the wild grandeur and snblime beauty of th^ 
scenery abng the coast. The stupendous rocks 
present the most imposing aspect &om the seaT— in 
order to observe them from which boats may be 
readily procured. 

The inhabitants are in general very supersti- 
tious^* many of them believing in the existence of 

• In m«oy districts there is a gooii desl of saperstitioos 
Relief eiisting in the miods of the lower orders of the peo- 
ple. What Mr. M'Skimio says of the populatioa in the 
neighbourhood of Carrickfergas, U very generally applica- 
ble throughout the North, as far as Derry : 

•« There exists still a belief in charms, and the power of 
witchcraft $ but for the marvellous effects of its power, we 
are commonly referred to a distant period. The received 
opinion of witches is, that they are old wrinkled hags, who 
sold themselves to the devil, to obtain a part of his occult 
art, such as the power of taking the milk or butter from 
their neighbour's cows, or riding through the air upon a 
broomstick ! A belief yet prevails of the existence of fai- 
ries, and their non> appearance at present is alleged to arise 
from the general circulation of the Scriptures. Fairies are 
described as little spirits who were always clad in green, and 
who inhabited the green mounta, called forths. Numerous 
stories are told of their being seen at those places, * danc- 
ing on the circling wind«' to the music of the common bag- 
pipe* The large hawthorns growing singly in fields are 
deemed sacred to fairies, and are hence called gentle thorns^ 
8ome fields east of this town were formerly called * The 
Fairy Fields*' Hrownies, now alleged to be extinct, were 
another class of the same family. They are described as 
large^ rough, hairy sprites, who lay about the tires after 
the people went to bed. A warning spirit, in the likeness 
4)f an old woman, called Ouna^ or the Banahee^ is said in 
have been anciently heard wailing shortly before the death 
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Brtmniies, fairies^ and witches, for the criine pi 
belonging to the last-named tribe, several women of 
the place were, in the year 171 1> tried and con- 
victed in Garrickfergus, as mentioned in a former 
page. 

of aoy person belonging to certain faniiliet. At preient tbft 
spirit is almost forgotten. Wraiths are still talked of ai 
being seen. These are described as the shadowy likeness 
of a person, appearing a short time before the decease of 
the real person. Other warnings or appearances are ako 
believed to exist as death-warnings-— «uch as strange noiseir, 
the shadowy likeness of a waving napkin, &c. It is belie\'<^ 
ed that the luck of a cow or any other animal may be taken 
away by a took or glance of the eye of certain people, some 
of whom are said to be unconscious of their eye having this 
effect. It is called * the blink of an evil eye/ and the 
charm is believed to extend in tome instances to children* 
'When this is alleged to occur, the persons are said to be 
* overlooked, or overseen,' and it is supposed that the 
person will not recover, unless some charm is used to conn* 
teract its effects. There is an opinion that certain people 
are able to take milk from a cow without touching her, or 
the butter from the milk, letting the milk remain. When 
churning or makint; cheese, fire is never suffered to be 
taken out of the houne during the operation. The first 
time that a cow is milked after calving, it is common to put 
a piece of silver in the bottom of the pail, and to milk upon 
it. Salt is in daily use with some, in a similar way, to pre- 
vent witchcraft. Horse-shoes are nailed on the bottom of 
the churn for a like purpose ; and old nails from horse- 
shoes are sometimes driven in churn-stafis. Certain days 
are deemed unlucky : few persons will remove from or to a 
house or service on Saturday, or the day of the week oft 
which Christmas was held that year. On New Year's-day, 
and May-day, fire is rarely permitted to be taken out of 
bouses, lest they lose their luck. Persons going on a jour- 
ney have sometimes a man's old shoe thrown after them, 
that they may come speed in the object of their pnnait* 
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Retofiung to theCSsrikkiniui and lamii tmi, 
the extensive and well-{»l«atea ikneaiie a&d ele^ 
gant maiiMoh of Caatfe-Dobbs make their appear- 
anoe-*while> aahort distance £Nrw8xd» the demesne 

Crickets coming to a house are held to bode some change 
to th« fiwly, but ara oomnionly deemed a good oiiieo« A 
9Ar%y 4Qff or e^t comiog and cemaioing in a h^use, is deemed 
» tQkpn of good fortune. 

M TlW people who follow t|he fishing business retain a dif- 
iBBftnt da^ of «npevstitions« but are not commiinicative to 
othars on tlvia bead. The following have been observed : 
14Miipg oqrtain penons in the mQr|^ng» especially women 
wheia barefooted, is deemed an oroea of ill-fgrtune Cor that 
d«^^ To name a dog, cat» rat, pr pl^, while baiting theijr 
hofk^ is s«rmise4 to forebode ill- Luck m that day's ashing, 
Xhey alwaja ^pit op the ^rst and last hook they bait, tifoA 19 
Abet mwik of tb^ %ni fish takeq oif the l^ool^ or U«e« 

• '* Although the people- are generally Protestant^, yet if 

# person is suddenly deranged, or a cbUd oversem, th<^ lower 
loAiers rarely apply to their own minister Cor relief, but to 
•ome Ronwi^ Catholic priest, and receive from him what if 
termad a jnitfit^arhook* This boqk or paf»r is sewed io the 
elortbes of the afflicted person, or worn m im amulet about 
the neeki if lost, a secpnd book is n^yer given to the same 
pefsun. It baa also been observed, that if a Protestant of 
Any d^^uffmi nation, male or fismale, ia married, to a RpmsQ 
Catholkft thet Protestant, three times oat of four, becomes 
a Roman Catholic, and generally a zealous one. The Ro- 
man Catholic v^ry seldom becomes a Protestant.^' These 
latter observations apply more particularly to the imntediate 
district lefetred to by Mr. M'Skbuio, 

** On tha death of a person, the nearest neighbours cease 
working until the corpse is interred. Within the house 
where tha decea^ is« the dishes, and all other kitchen 
Utensils, %m refnovf d from t.he shelves or dressers; looking- 
gUsfes are covered or taken down, clocks are stopped, and 
ibw diaiUplates covered. Except in cases deemed very in- 
ftctiow, the jBQprpse is alw^y^ kepil ooe,night| and spmatimef 
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«f Bella-liill^ with tli« modern ^w«lHng-li(mse of 
the proprietor^ MsfisCt IMwaj^ Bsq. and the fi]i» 
^d tnrretted mmmiaii^ which had been iis aw m ^j 
the reddaMr «f the family^ are passed t»tte Im. 
— ^Abottt tW0 Had a half mUes mat Gorrk^^rgus^ 
lli» fe fi p e gin g and majestleBeisirery of the Antrim 
eiMsr first bre«h» a^ t^ view-— aceasionally l^id 
by the tosnm In theroad^ or by descending into some 
pMnat irsHey or low groand^ but again appearing 
flit intenrals during the entire route to the Cause- 
way. 

Rather more than a mile from Bella-hSI^ standi 
th0 little village of Ballycarry, previous to enter- 
ing which, on the rights the traveller .wHl observe 
the ruins of Templecoran church, a spot which has 
^een rendered memorable by several interesting 
'particulars. Here, in the year 1($J11, the firsit 
Presbyterian oonsregaticm in Ireland was esta- 
Wshed ; in the alfoining cemetery is the grave of 
the Rev. Edward Brice, its first minister. This, 

two. Thit 8ittin|f with the eorpse is ciUIed the Wake, from 
JLik0'tpak«i (Scottish,) the meeting of the frienda of the de« 
ceased before the funeral. Those meetings are generally 
conducted with great decorum ; portions of the Scriptures 
•re read, and frequently a prayer is pronouiieed, and a 
pwlie given oot fitting for the solemn ocoasioa. Pipes aed 
tobacco are always laid out on a table, and spirits or othe^ 
refreshments are distributed during the night. If a dog or 
cat passes over the dead body, it is immediately kilted, as 
it Is believed that the first person it would pass over afters 
parda, would take the faXUng-sUikMn. A plate with salt 
is fiec|ii0ntly set on the breast^ of the corpse, which i* said 
to keep the same from swelling. Salt was originally used 
in this way, as * an emblem of the immortal spirit^' '* — 
mSkimlm, pp. tm—298. 
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too^ was the fait living to which thie cetebrated 
Dean Swift was appointed^ but which he is said 
to have resigned ffom a natnl'al ava*sion to retire- 
ment or soLitude. To the I'i^ht is an excellent 
view of Isknd Mi^ee and Larne Lough. 

A short way forward is Bed-hall^ the residence 
of R. 6. Ker^ Esq. — not far from which is the 
Old Mill Glen^ a beautiful and romantic spot; 
a little distance from which^ in the midst of a 
smtdl flourishing plantation^ is a place called the 
Salt-hole, into which, during the winter season, 
ft considerable stream falls, and is altogether lost to 
the view. This place has also been rendered memo- 
rable by a circumstance which took place in 1597* 
On the 4th of November of that year, James Sor-i 
ley McDonnell having, at the head of a small force, 
approached to within a short distance of Carrick- 
fergus. Sir John Chichester, the governor of the 
place, with a few troops, sallied out to give him 
battle — on which McDonnell retreated ; and Sir 
John following him in close pursuit, fell into an 
ambirscade that was laid for him here. Before he 
was aware of it, his party was surrounded, and in- 
stantly cut to pieces — and he himself, having been 
taken prisoner, was beheaded on a stone at the 
Glynn, in the neighbourhood of Larne. M'Don- 
neU, having some time after obtained his pardon, 
happened to be in Carrickfergus, when, seeing the 
effigy of Sir John on the family monument, he en- 
quired of a by*stander, ^' How the deil he cam to 
get his head again, as he had ance taken it frae 
him ?" 

Rather more than two miles from Red-hall^ are 
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the extenave lime-wiorks of Magbenunonie, ftwn 
wliich the Scottish hrmen principally take their 
stock of Hme, for manure and other pnrpoaet ; and 
about a mile forward the pretty rnral village of 
Glynn gives a pleasing variety to the scene. 

Should the traveller feel inclined to nmke a nA;- 
tour of little more than two miles to the left> he 
will be amply compensated by a* view of the ro- 
mantic vale and picturesque waterfall of Gleno. 

Returning to the Lame road^ a very bold^ pic- 
turesque, and interesting scene, presents itself to 
view — ike entrance of Lame Lough, with th» 
Nine Maidens or Whillan Rodot in the offing; 
the town of Lame, and the peninsula of Gurran^ 
where Edward Bruce landed m the year 1315, and 
on the extremity of which, in a fine ostonnanding 
situation, stand the ruins of the oastle of Old^- 
fleet, forming the northern side of the harbour— 
and, a little more to the north. Black Gave Head 
frowning darkly on the ocean beneath ; — ^while the 
southern side of the bay is bounded by Island 
Mageo, which from this point appears to very con- 
siderable • advantage, being welf cultivated, and 
enclosed by *' the bright blue sea," over the beauti- 
ful expanse of which the eye passes with pleasure, 
until it rests upon the rocky hiils and varied isles 
that skirt the Scottish coast, and which, in the 
distance^ assume a soft and smiling aspect 

Lame is a small sea-port town, containing ra- 
ther more than 9,000 inhabitants, with little in it 
worthy- of notice. The district called the Old 
Toicn is straggling and irregular — ^that called the 
J^ew Toum has a much better appearance. Here 
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thn« itro M v«id Nreiy g^ jkoosety a paalrii di^^ 
^»iir meeliiig-haasM, «ad a Stotaati Cbdtolk 1^^ 
If die tooziat have not toiIhhL Uead MagM in kit 
nmte fMm OavrkldecgiiSi te will nafw hare an^ 
portunitf tif dung m V ^^ £Bny4Ma(b> whick 
pUes regahrif bctirein tllaft peniwulii itfid die 
Giirram dittant alwat « mife ifinn Judnii/ inaa 
^aaterij diraefeMQ*. B;1v«Bliera> aa w^karealriBi* 
dy rattir^d^ Looi aEMhrwri Bntde &nl iailiMU 
ottiiisyivaaiaB of die waatalf ib 131& la Ois 
dire^knn atiedia xuiaBiif dwi castk of 01icifleet> 
at oae .period oon^dered at iaiyarteiMt pittf aoar 
altogediev tainterastteg* 

^om Laote to GlaiMutm ii adistaiicfei of aboat 
diirtecn aiiiM^ <fa)r a ^aod YoaoL To dm Jaft a 
range of: pnecipmas ,Tni»«Blain» vilM Agaaw'a 
Ht^ ife Men Tiling 1,M0 feet abotethe^laMiof 
dieaea; aberitt Spur iailea &nroDd> dw finite baUL 
iiroaiantory<af fidiygAUy^iead^ fomud of ^nknanmn 
battkle p^kni, aererai joinii of Wludk maanm 
finm dgkt to nine feet ia lengthy is obsarrei to 
die rigkfe'«-«Qndeineatii wiidi» vn «| iboKted veck^ 
steading ont in the aea, aiie the ninii of Oante 
Caade*— wliiiley oii tke 'Wf reega of the«baafc» iq»i* 
pears an old castellated naoAioik,. baik Iqr a finuqr 
of tl» nana of Sfaaw> la 16S5. Agaia, to thi Icft> 
tfae^Sallagh Bvaes> a rime of li^ laaA^ ooniiBtiii|^ 
of limestdne base, «appea vtdi bualt^ fcnn ^ tenai* 
nadon to due prospect ;-*Hin-it» famt 'Kaatitfaft, die 
Black-4iil» liaes la aoaiatluxig ttf a 'CB^od«ba|ie. 
Tk» pa^isb chnvch, a Prcdbl^eriaa inaeti^-bcMtte) 
aafl UEB rains Of 4wo .imeieni oliuvclies> at» aai 
upon the Toad; bat thdte is kvodung in Adir 
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aeBerting of obMfrfltkm; 

AptiFoadung Oienarm^ the nod beottnel killy 
anddifibsalt qI ^oe&t: while iiifyiiaiilifi^ tira Ml, 
the tourist will perceive a pleasiag variety in tiie 
diataait prosper whieh is presented in tm diii^c* 
tiim of the court; ; but llie Munmit ooee gbined^ tiie 
inlixii «ceiie imiAedtintely dumges to nue of d very 
diffehfent and molt iidwesdngkind-^*-4die lieautifitl: 
Utde villa^ of CHenarm, oontaiidag aeady tw^ 
hundred Heat, whitomed cottages^ appeatis^ reman* 
tically situated by the shore, in a deep mvinfi or 
seqireatered glen> being cdoaed in nn either aide 
by lofty lulls, and was&d by the silv^ waters of 
amoontoincrtsream; on tiiie opposite bank of- w]udh> 
in a ooaomanding sitmtiim, standa an aneient eaa* 
tie, bearing theeome name as the town, and wiiich 
for many yeacs had been the reaidenee of tibe Ai»» 
trim iamily. In this direction also appeora that 
greatest beauty in the picture of a country village, 
the graoefally rising spire of ihe parish chtuxh. 
It stands on the be^h, aorromided by a nfeady to- 
dosed burying^^oond ; while, not far distant, tte 
more modcirt'^Mking meetingwhouse Uteets the eye, 
in a Isittation the mOBtconuiUEtndii^ and attraotlm^ 
In tl« opposite direotioa, a finely wooded gfen ia 
obseihved, leading to the Little tkax Faxky a ^daoe 
df aingtdar eoostmetion, aad well disaendng the 
attention of the curious travdkr. It is bonded 
at oile dde by the sea^ whose waters imve lidlowed 
its mdes lnt<^ caves and archwiys^'^^eiid at tfaevthj^^ 
by m imtMnl wall ef sbltdliatdt, iSstA^ two hunni 
dind ftet li%^, which is as perpiendic«lor andre^ 
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gvlar ag the fortifications of a dty, and presents a 
more impassable barrier than could possibij be 
raised by the hands of man. From this point there 
is an exceedingly fine prospect of the coast and 
sunroundinff ooantry 

The castle, which is rather extensive, has re- 
cently undergone considerable alterations ; and al- 
though, doubtless, rendered much mo/e habitable 
and convenient, has in the aherdtion lost much of 
that interest which attaches itself to the ancient 
castles of Ireland. The magic character of antique 
greatness and splendour has been completely cut 
away by the refining chisel of modem improve- 
ment. The demesne is well-wooded, and rather 
extensive. In the cemetery connected with the 
church are the ruins of an ancient monastery of 
Franciscan friars ; but they are not of such a de- 
scription as to afford matter for investigation to 
any traveller. 

CUSHEMDALL. 

From Olenarm to Gushendall, a distance of thir- 
teen miles, is a most interesting drive. Quitting 
the former village, there is, a fine view of the shore 
and coast, as far as Gkuron Point, distant about 
five miles. Passing Straidcayle, a small fishing 
village but a short way £rom Glenarm, the widely- 
extended valley of Giencyle presents itself-»and 
not far from this the village of Gaimdouffh. 

Although the land along the entire &ne from 
Glenarm to Cushendall, is poor and (with a few 
exceptions) badly cultivated, yet the poorer dasses 
do not appear to be siiffiering under that exireme 
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irarcttoiMdiien wliioli is Tiribfe ifet-sotoiewiMimlile 
distridts vi the ^ottitey . 

From Qaimdoogk to Brmnnaaifa, and tiiMco 
1» Gamm Pomt^ aMkhiagcaii eimwL Afae rDmwiiiic 
besatf aiidxranety«fiiie«eeneiy. Qn tlie titdettf 
an elenft^ MSL, is diettniite 0f a ^maiifdi tad 
ttztemm plaataNamo^ the «Miifiioii^hew( ii ^Uwf 
aoAer Ihtrnley, £s^. aHarottt tibe setioe of Ar 
tmvefler; ashost cbitonw ^Mm tfak, ajNnl^aiNl 
ndier IwdM soliacd^dMiMe^ eiiected b^ IkKt^es- 
tlcman^iHRloea ata Bppearannie ^^^aitd a Hlitle nvy 
iarihiBr «ii, i;fae niiiM of « taiidl atisifint isbafi^ 4 
vliite (mtheiG|)pMiteai4e -ni Aermd isiMfmihe 
Itti^B 4a£..£inaf|p«ii« aovnalicafl^ situated amid ta 
§Kn% iof ireos ; and ^aigaiii, ibttt « ahorC dnialMa 
&Gin thkt jandiii tthe immediate vddnity^of QaKrom 
Boiiit^ *on an aes1»» nramBflBt 'keadiaiid> ithifBteA 



aearly itlnB* haiwlved <lie»lk abare ikeme^^htm^ «ii 
which it.BtaiiAft, ft the nitk of X>uiiliia«l> lon^the 
tttnmut of whkih aae H^ {resums tfi an ancient 
hA, hanamg irarinhit ttitieticlmienta. Th^re is s 
dimssiisf i^e Wato^^^Mrad lieBe ; a^d fnun Ab 
sunnatoxf Aui]naid» ^tch awf^'be^aaUy gawed 
from diedsnd sMc^ there is ajgrand «nd eKienske 
prospect.* . 

FrtonjtlnsxpDi^tiitf itrnwUer viU at onee per-^ 
ddve thattbe^sooaeny «o peouliar^^ tjie'Qaifliseway 
coast ibegins more fully ito (denrelape^itself. Ite 

. * ^*(}pk\']iAh\atfJfkifii9^ih»ijgk 'i>ldemiBM*. all fi|be renia 
of Ireli^nd wece paid at this, place,, and that the last DaoUh 
invaders embarked from here. It is likely that the rents 
mentioaed were a tax levied off the inhabitants of ihes« 
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various strata of wiiich the entire line of coast is 
composed^ may now readily be traced even by the 
most inexperienced in such matters. The forma- 
tion of the mountain in the immediate vicinity of 
Dunmaul and Garron Point, will be found a very 
striking exemplification of this. Here there is a 
limestone base, succeeded by basalt at a consider- 
able elevation— with another range of limestone, 
over which rises a cap or covering formed of re- 
gular basalt. Similar instances of this will be ob- 
served at intervals along the entire coast, which 
is as' remarkable for its varietv as for its regularity 
of construction. In some places, the mountains 
and precipitous cliffs rise to a very great elevation, 
and are composed of one solid mass: of limestone of 
a dazzling whiteness. In other places, that mate- 
rial forming merely the base and capping, or only 
the former, while the intermediate portion is com<« 
posed of various strata of reddish ochre and of co- 
lumnar or irregular prismatic basalt.. In several 
places it will be seen that the basalt assumes the 
greatest regularity of formation — ^the pillars beins, 
m one spot, disposed in regular colonnades, stand- 
ing perpendicular, their bases and summits well 
defined — the polygonal heads of the latter present- 
ing themselves very conspicuously; in another, the 
soud basaltic mass seeming as one dense body at 
the base, but resuming its stratified construction 
at a considerable height, and appearing as if com- 
posed of a number of terraces ; while, m other in- 
stances, the fa9ade assumes the appearance of py- 
ramid|3 and obelisk*— the columnar strata placed 
here in a vertical position, and there in a horizon- 
Digitized by CjOoqIc 



0AU8SWAT COAST. 379 

tal one^ as if overttinied by some extraordinary 
convulsion of nature, and lying at times in im- 
mense masses at the foot of , the projecting preci* 
pices, like the remnants of some magnificent ruin, 
gradually mouldering to decay. 

And here, in approaching the Causeway — as 
many indiyiduals, from reading the exaggerated 
descriptions of certain writers, who are better dis-* 
posed to deal in the hyperbole, than to adhere 
closely to truth and nature, may have been induc- 
ed to form very erroneous ideas relative to that 
great work of nature, and of the scenery around it 
— ^it may be well to throw out the hint, that if the 
tourist be neither a Neptunist nor a Flutonist, nei<« 
ther a geologist nor a minerali^st, nor yet a very 
deeply-read philosopher, there may be a necessity 
for moderating his expectations*— still, however, to 
an individual ^^in search of the picturesque," or 
of '' the sublime and beautiful," as these are dis- 
played in the ruder volume of nature's works, the 
mtimation may be considered unnecessary. 
/ As to the general construction of the Cause- 
way, there certainly can be no question whatever 
that it is in itself one of the most curious and ex- 
traordinary objects that can possibly be conceived ; 
and when viewed widi the microscopic eye of the 
man of science, there is in the minute examina*- 
tion of its various parts, as well as of the theories 
advanced relative to its actual conformation, quite 
enough to- engage every power of the mind, and to 
call forth every latent feeling of admiration and 
delight. It is equally true, that in its general ap« 
peamnoe there is as much of rude sublimity, mag- 
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^ahntjy at. coidd; possibly bemek. wM im aaf Otte 
werii, of init«re;^still> tire fen tiioBre «« Itese^ 
iiili#> fiMiii» hmidng' their ideas' saisodr f too^ga^eat a 
pitch of expectation^ vonld^ after a long imd? t&- 
mm^jmamify inftmd or* ceastwise, feel not a^ little 
disappniiiOed oa acmring atr the ukxmatvm/ of Idieit 
hEopeiU'-aod idhfe^ b^iog* furiy hadedi ott 1il]» ynetf 
fsamBmwM «f the CaEwwa|r stifelf^ would fbel dis- 
fmedi t« aak, '"^ Is this the (Great and esttraordiimvy 
sight thai' we: came snch adistaiice to natnes^?---* 
Iralywtt^OBiiiiot tag^ of it^ as ^i^ Qneon of Shdhft 
dia if SoioaMHi^ wad. cf hss^isdotB and hsotvec^ 
8ttii»sr»<-dui one hatf ^taia iiot tdd me'' li vmrnM^ 
he adlow«d^. m IKEihws hsei il^ ^ to eamfom mat 
thiagB;mtiL sttialV' v^ would aq^ fhad tbe £aumgpi 
excited hf viamag i^ may k» sous^ meaativcr m 
described hy ifae Bmuntk ve have heaad some pof*« 
sons make: Iff die sioguig of' Gatalan^Mdmt it was 
* more cricalated to^aslioenlL and sw^se, tlnii to 
i create seasttilDnaft of dUsgiit. <»' phuniuie./ Ot the 
sahiame and ^aa<i^ thewwiderfai and stupendous, 
liiore is oeitnonhfr ho defieiene^ ; hixtt fyr those who 
eon alone feel gifttified in sunteyii^ scenes where 
natuce has; mingled her softer aald move de^aatasts 
touches witk the faeiglit aod ^awia^ tints o£ smn<^ 
aier siui8hine«*^wheve the beaatii^lis oanl^ fldotlj^ 
if at aJil; sliaded by those liahleiT stoohev s^ niit«a^ 
rockv mountain) and ve^edi ntavirtime outlinoK-* 
for sech, we fear* there is bet little^ te attBaetn 
tiie wild; bdcd, rude, thongk aatonishingr scenery 
of the Causeway coast. 

After passing Garmm Point, die tonriok had 
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§oTmerlj to proceed by a road, called the Foaran 
Path, which, from the extreme rapidity of the de^ 
scent, was nearly impassable by carriages. This, 
however^ has recently been remedied by Francis 
Tumley, Esq. to -whose patriotism and liberality 
the traveller is indebted for an excellent road, cut 
at great expense and with much labour, out of the 
side of the mountain, along the edge of the coast — 
here and there immense masses of limestone being 
left in detached and threatening attitudes, which 
present an appearance quite in keeping with the 
general character of the entire scene. A little t^ 
the right, on the shore, an extraordinary figure is 
seen, called Ciochen Stucken, also formed of a huge 
limestone rock, and at one period supposed to be 
the. most northern point of Ireland.* 

Passing the ruins of a chapel, and the burying- 
ground and little village of Arddinis, and a variety 
of rude and sublime scenery, such as we have just 
described — ^the pleasant, quiet vale of Glenariff is 
quickly reached, through which runs a good road, 
leading to the town of Ballymena. Bay Lodge, 
the 9eat of the Rev. R. S. Dobbs, is observed near 
the entrance of the glen. A short distance for- 
ward is the hamlet of Waterfoot ; a little way fro»i 
which are seen the caves of Red Bay, hollowed 
out of a high bank of reddish clay — of these there 
are four, <me of them for a long time used as a 

* In taking tbe length of Ireland from Benmore or Fair- 
head, to Mizenhead, in the County of Cork, which are noir 
looked upon ai the two extreme points, the distance is cal- 
enlated to be 906 milesy equal to about 841 of the old Irish 
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iag igagitivm fo time tii&^iesideBSfi of various iir-* 
dftvidtialab A ahoi^ diMtaanft ftirtifis* 9n, there im 
mioiJicii oMTe. of mudi laatgev doBumimm, drvidsdi 
into these vn^ms, in which a viilage peAigngae 
owayedr. his' bivdieii wc9pa»* £m maay yena» aaA 
fron.. which,' we may obBorvo, tfit> putmmi, & tdera^- 
bly jsut idea BuiTho f onmecL . of what ^e hedge- 
w4oq1» «£ lasknd wem im da^a giBer hy..* In can* 
structing tJuo JSMid htara^ ai oil was BSade tfiwingh 
the canlsre of a prycftinB pfimt^ ao that the se« 
n^aining elayiorna a. kinft of ni^ andi fantaatir 
dothie arduway^ imdes whiob: the tra¥eller |Nasa8> 
on^ his route to CaahendaHv 

Close to tfair^idll hie seeo; the rtlikio o£ aoc oU 
castle, said to hiure hteA ciseeted intiie VMga «£ 
Queen Eliaabeth,. hf a naldve dtieftaiiiy named 
Carey.: it is e£ ruder conatvufltion^ and the miav 
sne altd^Uiar. umsiterestiiig. To tJke lieft the hilL 

* The lUv. Job» Graham, in hi& <* StatkHcal A««««mt*' 
of the Parish of Maghera* in the County of Lqndoiulerry, 
fhng describes, these places of Tea mi ng: — ^'^ TBe scTioor- 
houserate m genenfl irretehed huts'/ fauilfof sods 'ret ffre 
hip^vKajn dUehes, rroBi whicH «i««ttnt«MDc« \}m/f antdeoo- 
BHiialed.hedsie-flchools. Th«y- him& naithw doa«» windtim, 
nor chimaey ( a large hde in the roof serving io admit 
light, and let out the smoke, which issues iroin a 6re- in the 
ihtddie of the house. A tow narrow hole<ntf in the, mad 
trail on^ \kf> mMiHI^ tide «f t4«e hu( , affords itf groM and- egrcs» 
io its inhabitants. These schools are fully attended in sam> 
mer— half eiapty in spring and haf vet t, and from tbe cold 
and damp, utterly deserted in wiater ; so that the cbiJdlr«a» 
who pieuodicaKy jMsgkTi.to thei» for inalioctiQii^ uaaally foa* 
get In one fi9rtof the year, what ihey h»vm karAed in the 
other.^ 
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iiliere Fan M^Coaf k said ta have resided^ and 
upon the suaunit «f which them is a rath^ adds 
c w fc i ie r ably to die hcaixty of tic scene that meefet 
tha efe aa the villa^ of Cttsfasndall appcan in 

r * 



Cnflhettdtdl is a neat litde Tilkge^ in which 
there is a good inn ^ aoad in its iannediate TieiJUtT> 
in a vetf prominent titusdon, stands a lueadaamA 
acfaoeUhoose, baih ssme time since hy Mr. Tiim-i 
Isfy the gentleman to whom we hare ahready ait* 
mied. The souare towev in the centre of the: 
TiUage^ is a littk^prisra^ erected also by Mr^ Turn- 
ley, for t&fe panishment and safe keeping of of-« 
Imders. Qb the site oS the scho^-honse may he 
traced the remains of avery exteadve foxtification, 
caSedCoartMsc^Marthij and on de shore ai* 
se«erai reraaidcahle eaxezas^ at one tine the re»* 
deoce of a munher of smngaler a and piratesk 

By many t^isL is snpposed to be the real cmmtry 
o£ Os8Win-^««nnak a& Ins poems having been hand* 
ed down orally from father to son, and still re-> 
peated with gseot c«Bcectness> by seme of the old 
persons in the weighhsuriiowL 

TOBALIiYCLAaTLE. 

in pfoceediar to Ballyeastle^ by the little viU 
lage of Cnsfaenimn^ three miles distant^ very pleas- 

* GofhetnlaH is aupposed io fake it» name from Dallas^ a 
predatory Scot, who is xaid to have fallen by the hand ^f 
Qaaiaii. ' Sol l«»f since his g^rave was pointed out near the 
shore, by.p^rsoot resident iik the neighbourhood. 
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ing and, in many instances^ mucli romantic scenery 
is presented to the view ; — the very handsome liill 
of Lurgeidan, with its limestone base, and flat 
basaltic summit, 1100 feet high, clothed with the 
finest verdure — ^the lofty Teivebuelli,. rising 1,235 
feet, and capped with a deep covering of basalt— 
and the still loftier and yet more majestic Trostan, 
in the distance, rising to the height of 1,600 feet. 
Somewhat more than two miles firom Gushendall, 
the road to the left leads to Ballycastle, across the 
mountains, by Glendun — ^but the direct line is £ai 
the better road. At Coshendun, to the right, on 
the sea-shore, are seen the ruins of Castle Carey ; 
and on the opposite side of the bay are three natu- 
ral caves, supposed to have been formed by some 
volcanic eruption. They are at present used as 
boat houses ; and are only worthy of inspection 
on account of the singular material of which they 
are composed, being of that sort of eonglomerate, 
termed orecchia, or pudding-stone — ^the stones in 
the compound varying from the smallest to those 
of a considerable size. 

There aw three roads from Cushendun to Bal- 
lycastle — ^that by the shore and cliffs of Cushleak 
by far the most interesting, but so extremely bad 
as to be only passable by pedestrians. By this 
route the tourist would have an opportunity of ex- 
amining, at about six miles ^stance, the iPoint of 
Tor,* or Scot's Warning Fire, a promontory which 
derived its name from the circumstance of the Scots 

* The sea between this point of tbe Island, and the Mull 
of Caniyre, it little more than four leagues across. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



neMtutu faousg accuMvied to IkU ti fire Upon it* 

wh»a aA znj time alitocked by tSe oAliTe mhabU«« 

vita,, m order to procure tkie aaeifltanoe eS theix 

&ieadsk On thi« point ave tbe Yuina o£ im anciesl 

fiviAtf. imd a plaee called tlier Gianli's Orave. A short 

distance mm tke. Peinjt is Murloch Bay, from 

which th^e is a fiae commanding view of ravhead 

and the stuciendoiisi mewaj along the eoaat ; butj, 

as there wiiJl be suiBcient oipMctaniqp of ^enviog 

this after reaching BaUycasm^ we shall at onen 

preoeed. to that vlSft, m ib^ direct line from Cosb- 

eadttA^ b^" the bfeak and bninBeft mountain of Carey' 

-^in ascending wbicli^ for a space sif nearly fiiU9 

miles, that vhjUk wH most ^dte atteantion. is th# 

extreme: MoldnesB. of the ai^eiiQ; somktch so^ ior* 

daad; is this the ensei; thal^ but finr a bridge asam* 

ioe Itoriwp^ A» tx&Mlkr sH^al^^ 

8^ iath»iidldao£ smmunUkitedeoiuiftrf*' Fes 

a oonaideitaUiei distance not a single coC or tree- is 

to be met. with*, the wildi hoUy and stunted thom-r 

Imeh seasQslj rs«si«g theiir heads above the manj^ 

cokmred heaitb and uridely-soattered bramble, and 

no object whatever appearing to* rary the moneto* 

my of the way> or veliere the tedium of the laho- 

rions ascent^-4intiU at tlu9 summit, the promentonr 

•f Fairhead, the idaoA of BatUb» the deep dark 

QCflan,. extended in all its* c£angefol loyelineas 

Jala and the Paps of Jura in the distaQee-«all at 

once me«k bis astonished gasEf^i pcesenting a 9cen« 

0£ the moat magniicent ^scripticm that can wett 

be oimceiyed. 

The towB of Battycastle is soon percmved te 
the left^ on the edge of the ooast; two miles fiNim 
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which the tourist will pass the present and former 
churches of Gulfeitrin ; and^ further on^ the abbey 
and burying-ground of Bona Margy. The abbey is 
rather an interesting ruin— of very considerable di- 
mensions^ and ornamented with sculpture tolera- 
bly well executed. One part of the building has 
been re-roofed^ and used at present as a burying- 
plaoe for the family of the M'DonneUs^ by one of 
whom the abbey was originally founded for monks 
of the Franciscan order. It was one of the latest 
monastic edifices erected in Ireland. The ruin 
stands about a quarter of a mile from Ballycastle^ 
and commands to the west a view of. the ocean^ 
with the bold outlines of the rocks> which rise in 
many a curious and fantastic shape^ all along the 
coast; to the souths the undulating line of the 
mountains of Knocklead ; and to the east, the ex- 
tensive valley of Carey, which we have already 
noticed. Tradition tells of an extraordinary fe- 
male, known equally by the name of Sfieelah Dubh 
ni Malone^ and the Black Nun of Bona Margy, 
who at one time resided in this abbey, and was said 
to possess a wonderful knowledge of future events. 
According to her account, the adjoining mountain 
of Knocluead contains in its centre an immense 
body of water, which at some future period is to 
burst forth, and deluge the surrounding country 
to the extent of seven miles. Strange to say, in 
the neighbourhood there are persons who are cre- 
dulous enough to look forward to the completion of 
this and some other equally foolish predictions, 
with no small degree of apprehension. A little 
more than a mile £rom Ballycastle is Knocklead, 
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the most easterly of the Aura moimtams^ which^ 
clothed with verdure to its very summit, rises to 
the height of 1,690 feet above the level of the sea, 
presenting from all points the same fonn and ap« 
pearance. Owing to its great height, the species 
of vegetation which covers it, and its summit be- 
ing robed with' clouds, it is remarkable for the 
strong blue tint which, when viewed from a dis- 
tance, it generally assumes. The view from it is 
extensive and grand. In the direction of the coast, 
Rathlin appears as if lying at its foot — the Paps 
of Jura, the Scottish isles, and the mountains of 
Argyleshire, in the distance ; in the opposite di- 
rection, the mountains of Benbraden, Slemis, and 
Slievegullen ; and to the west, Innishowen and 
Lough Foyle— altogether, in their light and shade, 
forming a grand and magnificent picture. Near 
the top there is a bog, from which turf is drawn 
by a narrow winding path, on little vehicles re- 
sembling cars without wheels. The mountain 
abounds with petrifactions, particularly of bivalves 
and volutes ;* and on its summit is one of those 
cairns which we have already described as forming 
the funeral piles of heroic chieftains, or other re- 
nowned individuals. It is called Cairn an Truagh^ 
the Hillock of the Three. Tradition says, that 
three Danish princesses, after various misfortunes 
and wanderings, were buried here. 

* This moQDtaiii it well worihy the minute attAntion of 
the mioeralogUt. It consists of three distinct strata— the 
uppermost basalt, covering a stratum, nearly two hundred 
fiMt thick^ of white limestone, which rests on a chistose 
base. 
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BaUycBflAe is b saadl tomtom dntast mttsAj thar- 
tafeK imleft from the Caxisetrwy, jcnd sicBveefy fMsr 
miles frdxn Fairliaid. It coataiiiB abowt two him- 
dred and 6fty booses, and vas at one -Awq render- 
ed a place ot oonsideralde trade bjr tliifc enfccranee 
and exeitkm of a spirited iii£xidnad> IL &ayd> 
Ese. late proprietor of a colliery in liie nei^tAow^ 
heA, Tfte oblaned from Patiiametit £80,060 for 
forming ampler and liarbe«p*««4aid mho irad hiowetf, 
at a very great expense, erected gtass wocka tnd 
sevcval ot^r maau&ctnring donoen»-^ke wbak 
of wlndi» hsmever, have Inen alkw«d to £Bdl into 
niin, and present a meUncholF BnectaeLe d£ v^ 
^eet and iteoxy. Scaseely, indeea, had the pier 
aMd:hflrlKNEr been teiahed, when at was ^biind diet 
there was tut litde hspe of redliaEiBg the galAea 
antidpatinas whidi had indueed goveninieBt> wmi 
orvB prirate Jn£vidualB, to iay ont suok i^st riiiTH 
of money ia ilkfeunded apeeoiatioBB. In conse^ 
qneiise ii the hea^y swdls and oontinual atonm 
which Birevflil heve> the herbottr has been dboksd 
wp 'wit A Hsami, and the 4][aay DeaiAered a tsemplete 
wn. 'The maiti body of the town is separated 'frnm 
what is now mailed the ^qiwy by a pfeaasflit fbad, 
bhvdsomdy shad^ on «eitber soe hy fnlkgnswa 
ttaB6s, smd caotaidmg neady. two bimdved fsank. 
in ti^^town there Are a Ereribytserian and. » M«* 
thodist meeti^-JioBSe, and ia Bonaa QatMso/clM* 
pel ; and a short way from it stands a handsome 
ebxtrdti, bnilt with mms, having a "iieat spire, and 
being soirounded hj full-grown ti^ees.* 

« Hiis neat little edifiee was erected H Iffr. Boy4, Hie 
gentiemtn to whom we ha?e before allQded--^nd U if n* 
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Near > BUlfcaatle, tbew are several rniiu of an* 
dent eaetles. About hH£ a mile from it, in the 
direction of Kenbane-head, boldly aitnated on the 
verge of a precipice, rising nearly three hundred 
feet above the level of the ocean, ate the ruins of 
Dunninny Castle, of which the 4>uter wall of a 
tower alone remains standing. Two miles distant, 
romantically situated on the lofty perpendicular 
prcmiontory of Kenbane, fronting tne ocean, are* 
the remains of Kenbane Castle, which formerly 
bdonged to a chieftain of the sept of M'Alister ; 
although ieJl that now remains to tell of its former 
greatness ia one massive tower, it is still, in con- 
sequence of its fine situation, frequently visited 
by parties from Ballycastle. About a mile south- 
east of the town, on the river of Glensheisk, are 
the rude* vestiges of a castle called Gobbin's Heir, 
a massive building, evidently of considerable anti- 
quity, but without any trace whatever of sculpture 
or ornament. The ruins of the ancient structure 
from whidi Ballycastle derives its name, and which 
belongs to the McDonnell or Antrim family, are 
still to be seen in the vicinity of the church. They 
are not at all interesting. The remains of a round 
tower, in tolerable preservation, are to be seen at 
Ardnray, distant about five miles from the town« 
There are also several raths in the neighbourhood.* 

iber tiDgiil&r, ihat he wm interred here on the very day on 
which the church was opened fbr public worship. 

* The Rev. Luke Connolly, in his ** Statistical Survey 
of the Parish of Ramoan,*' meBtions^ that being present at 
the opening of one of these ancient raths on the Causeway 
shore, he found that ** it contained three urnt of baked 

a 
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A very be»ntifiil one^ sncli as thoee befoce de- 
jMaribed as bemg flat at top^ may be seen withina 
quarter of a mue of the town. It is called Dtma 
Maila^Ai, the cursed Fort 

To the stupendous promontory of Benmore^* or 
t*airhead> distant nearly four miles from Ballj- 
castle^ the tourist will now direct his attention; 
and as many travellers, in their anxiety to reach 
the Causeway, are induced to pay but a corsory 
Tisit to this part of the coast, it may be well here 
to mention, that Benmore is by hx the most stu- 
pendous and majestic promontory to be seen on 
the whole line. The basaltic area of the Gausa- 
way shore may be ocmsidered as extending from 
Ballycastle to Solomon's Porch, at Magilhgan— 
that portion of it denominated, par exceJUnte; tbe 
Causeway, lying between Portrush and the wes- 
tern point of Bengore-head ; and while it must be 
admitted that there is much of beauty and sub- 
limity in the various ports and promcHitories in 
that division of the coast, as well as in the pil- 
lared pavement of the Causeway itself> still ve 
incline to think, that although not frequently vi- 
Sited» nor much known to strsmgers, the precipi- 
tous fa9ade from Ballycastle to Ballintoy, will be 
oonsid^ed by many to be fully as beautiful> as stu- 

clay, which wetD ornameDted on the outsidA with wavii; 
^a«s, and round the brim with a rud« imitatioii of folii|*i 
they were placed each with the mouth downwards | a litih 
bUck ashes were all they covered. The tpo^ ajroond tli«0 i 
waf neatly pave^ with small stones, collected btm tbt 
sliore.** ' 

• The Broad Mountain* 
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jpmims, aad aa well deserniiff ef attentioii as any 
other portion of this remarkable place. In learing 
Belfast^ we mentioned^ that hj far the best riew 
of the entire coast could be obtained by proceeding 
in a steam-vessel; and here we have again to 
observe^ that three of the most magnificent and 
extraordinary objects in this range of scenery — 
Fairheadj Carrick*a-rede^ and Bengore^ can only 
be seen to advantage from the water. The tourist 
may, indeed, get side-long glimpses of them from 
various points of land along the edge of the cliffs ; 
but to see them in all their beauty and sublimity, 
in all their grandeur and variety, they must be 
viewed from the water, and at a little distance. 
For this purpose, boats may be read^y procured 
at Ballycastle and at the Causeway* From this 
peint ako, the island of Rathlin^ about eight miles 
distant, and directly opposite, may be visited. 

Previous to entering on a more minute descrip- 
tion of the coast, we shall accompany the tourist 
to the collieries,* situated on an abrupt bank that 

** It may be necessary to mention, tbat, in order to save 
iime, and to see every object from the best point of view. 
It wottld be weU to employ a guide. For this purpose a 
tmmbers of persons will offbr themselves ; and it will be 
only reqiiiute for tb« traveller to select the most apparent- 
ly intelligent among tbem, and dismiss the remainder, as 
several will otherwise follow and obtrude their services. 
Tfcey are all, generally speaking, well acquainted with the 
coast. They should be paid according to the time occn- 
pied ^ and it is better to make no previous agreement with 
(bam, as it sometimes occurs, when they think themselves 
not fully remunerated, that they hurry over the ground 
without allowing the tourist a sufficient opportunity of see- 
img all that. might be conridered worthy ' of observation. 

82 
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ovarHangs the 8e% a abort way ham Aettfimn^ iv 
the direction of Fairhead. Mora than GrdiDaaj m^ 
terest is attached to them^ from a disca^erj acd^ 
dentally made about seventy yean since by some^ 
min^v employed in the works. It is thus related 
by Mr. Hamiitoii^ in his Letters on the Antrim- 
coast i-^" About the year 1770> the miners^ ia 
pushing forward an adit toward the bed of eoal^ at^ 
a^ unexplored part of the Ballycs«t}e eliff> u&ex^ 
pectedly l^-oke through the rock into a nartow pa»«i 
aage» so much contracted^ and choaked up with 
yarioaa drippings and deposits on its sides andbet* 
tom> as rendered it uupoasible for any of the work^^ 
men to force throngb« that they might examine it 
farther^ Two lads were^ tiberefore, made to creep 
in with candles, for the purpose of exploring this 
subterranean, avenue. They accordingly pressed 
forward for a considerable time, with much labour 
and difficulty^ and at length entered into au exten- 
sive, iabjsmthy branching off into numerous apart^ 
ments> m the mazes and windings of which they 
were completely bewildered and lost. After va- 
rious vain attempts to return, their lights were ex- 
tinguished, their voices became hoarse, and e;c- 
hdjusted M^ith .frequent shouting, < and at length>. 
wearied and spiritless, they sat down t^ether, ia> 
utter despair of an escape from this miserable dun- 
geon. In the mean while, the workmen in the 
adit became alarmed for their safety,. fresh. haiid». 
were incessantly employed, and, in the course of 
twenty-four hours, the passage was so opened as 
to admit some of the most active among the miners;, 
but the situation of the two unhappy prisoners^ 
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who had sat down together in a very distant cham-> 
ber of th^ cavern^ prevented them altogether from 
hearing the noise and shouts of their fnends^ tvho 
thns laboured to assist them. Fortunately it oc- 
carred toonef of the lads^ (after his voice had be<- 
oottie hoarse with shouting) that the noise of miners' 
hammers was often heard at considerable distances 
through the csoal works; in consequence of this re- 
flection, he took up a stone, which he frequently 
struck against the sides of the cavern ; the noise 
of this was at length heard by the workmen, wh03 
in their turn, adopted a similar artifice ; by this 
means each party was conducted toward the other, 
end the unfortunate adventurers extricated time 
enough to behold the sun risen in Aill splendour, 
which they had left the morning before just begin* 
aing to tinge the eastern horiseon. On examining 
tliis subterranean wonder, it was found to be a com-^ 
plate gallery, which had been driven forward 
xnany hundim yards to the bed of coal : that it 
branched off into numerous chambers, where 
miners had carried on their different works* : that 
these chambers were dressed in a workmanlike 
manner : that pillars were left at proper intervals 
to support the roof. In shorty it was found to be 
an extensive mine, wrought by a set of people at 
least as expert in the business as the present gene^ 
ration. Some remains of the tools, and even of the 
baskets used in the works, were discovered, but in 
4uch a decayed jstate, that on being touched, they 

* Tbore were 36 of these chamben which were esteemed 
so valuable as again to be occupied by the workmen who 
^•ieovdred tbern^ 
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immediately crumbled to pieces. From 'the re^ 
mains which were found, there is reason to bdiev^e 
that the people who wrought these collieries an- 
cientljj were acquainted with the use of iron, some 
small pieces of which were found ; it appeared as 
if some of their instruments had been tiunly shod 
with that metal." 

Taking every circumstance connected with the 
civil and political state of this country into view, 
Mr. Hamilton inclines to think, that this colliery 
must have been worked at a very remote period — 
at all events, more than one thousand years since ; 
and from this argues for the civilization of the in- 
habitants of Ireland at a period long antecedent to 
that at wiiich it is generally considered the arts 
and sciences were first introduced here. 

These collieries were some years since worked 
to a far greater extent than they are at present; 
The coals are found about 120 yards from the en- 
tl'anoe, which is formed, not in the shape of a pit> 
as is usually the case, but by cutting into the £ic^ 
of the 'freestone rock, near the sea. 

The tourist may now ascend the bank, and take 
the path leading to Fairhead, which stands about 
three miles and a half east of Ballycastle, rising 
perpendicularly to the height of 631 feet above the 
level of the sea. On approaching the summit of 
this immense promontory, he will perceive two 
small lakes. Lough Dhu and Lough na Granagh-^ 
and, near to its highest point, a curious cave, said 
to have been, a Pict's house. The view from this 
head-land is of a most enchanting description — to 
the west, the whole line of finely variegated lime- 
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sUme and basaitic coasts as £ftr as Bengore-bead ; 
the beautiful promontoiy of Kenbane or White* 
bead majestically presenting it» snow-white front 
tQ the foaming ocean — the swinging-bridge and 
bay of Carrick-a-rede — ^beyond this, Sheep Island 
— «nd directly in front the'island of Raghery ; and 
to the east^ the Scottish coasts &c. as already de- 
scribed. 

The promontory of Fairhead is formed of a num- 
ber of basaltic colossal pillars^ many of them of a 
much larger siie than any to be seen at the Cause- 
way—in some instances exceeding two hundred 
feet in lengthy and five feet in breadth, one of 
them forming a quadrai^ular prism iMrty-three 
feet by thirty-six on the sides, and of the ^eantic 
altitude* we have just mentioned. At the mot of 
this magnificent colonnade is seen an immense mass 
of rock, similarly formed, like a wide waste of na- 
tural ruins, whi^h are by some supposed to have 
been, '^ in the course of successive aoes, tumbled 
down £rom their original foundation, by storms, or 
some more violent operation of nature*^hese mas- 
sive bodies have sometimes withstood the shock 
of their fedl, and often lie in groups and clumps 
of pillars, resembling many of the varieties of ar- 
tificial ruins, and forming a very novel and strik- 
ing land8cape"t— the deep waters of the sea roU- 

* This is flaid to be the largest bamltic pillar yet diseo- 
vered upon the face of our {rlobe— exceeding in diameiar 
the pedestal that supports the statue of Peter the Great, at 
Petenbargh, and considerably surpassing in length the 
f haft of Pompey*s Pillar, at Alexandria., 
f Uamilton*8 Antrim. 
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ilw at iheir base widi a full and heavy awell. 
Tfiis opiiii(m k oounteaanoed by the Basertmi, that 
^^ the fall o^ coluDuis at Fmrhead, within the sie^ 
niQry of persons now living, has carried away near- 
ly im acre of sur&ce ; and the spectator has only 
to behold that grand promontMry^ to be convinced 
.that the whole, base of it is one mass of ruins."* 
By others it is argued^ that these curious masses^ 
ibrming tall CGtea, pyramidd^ and obelisks^ '^ are 
neither the debris fallen horn above, nor distinct 
jind separate formations — ^but portions of original 
formation, once making a share of the mighty 
lOfik, fmd that the parts contiguous to them had 
' been removed by some unknown agent, acting vein- 
' tically."t 

The guide will now conduct the traveller to a 
deep and awful chasm, called ^'the Grey Man's 
.Path," which divides this extraordinaiy headland 
into two parts, and presents a passage by. which 
he may descend to the foot of the promeiBtory, and 
take a nearer, view of the astonishing and magnili- 
cent spectacle we hav« just described. JPresioos 
to desoendinff this precipitate and dan^reus path^ 
way, it will be perceived that the polvgonal heads 
..of a number of columns of considerable girth form 
a kind of magnificent payement to the entire head- 
-land— 'being in many places completely exposed 
and bare, and perfectly level. The chasm at the 
entrance to the pathway is narrow,- and [absents 
a kind of natural door-way, in consequenoe of b 
massive pillar having fallen across it, and whidi 

* DrummQnd's Causeway, 
t Rieliardson on <hB Cau^tevray Coast. 
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is supported in a frii^tful manner^^ at a oonsidera^ 
Ua eleration^ bj ^e rooka cm either side. As the 
tourist descends, he will perceive that thjB chasm 
widens gradually, and the scene becomes much 
mere iiitece8tiuff*<-a beautiful arrangement of pil* 
bra in various degrees of elevation is now appa^ 
rent; the solid walls of rude and threatemng 
columns increasing in he%ht, resularity, and mag«> 
nificeaoe^ until> at the foot of the precipice, th^ 
attain to a perpendieular elevation of fi20 feet-~ 
the mighty mass upon which the promontorv itself 
is based, and whic^ is peculiarly dbaracStensed by 
iavitte wildness, being rendered the more impos* 
ing man the violence with which the ocean rages 
around it. 

With respect to the formation of the basalts 
along the Causeway coast, as well as of basalts in 
general, various and opposing opinions have' been 
entertained bv some of the most scientific men; on6 
party maintaining they were formed by the action 
of water, and another as strenuously contending 
that they, owe their origin to fire, and are simply 
the fomntions of boiling lava, which at a remote 
period had issued from the crater of some vokanoi 

• We should tappoM that Fin M*Cou1,* *Mh6 6ri;iiial 
coniriyer,'' of the Uaqtewny, as some affitm, and at present 
the <* Genius Loci,*' must have been at work sabsequent 
to the time at which Mr. Wright visited the place— as he 
states in his Guide, that this « natural architrave had lately 
fallen down, ind choked up the passan^e." We think, if 
such had been the case, do power inferior io that of the re-* 
nowned Fion conld ba?e again placed it where it new is. 

• Tba eelebrate^ Fingal, Father of Osaian. 

s3 
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now extinct. Dr. Hamilton^ to whose work on tHe 
Antrim coast we liave already referred^ iiKslines to 
this opinion: — 

'^ The basaltes itself is esteemed to be nothing 
else than lava ; and its varieties are entirely at- 
tributed to accidental circumstances attending its 
course, the degree of fusion to which it has been 
subjected, or the manner of its cpoling. In sup- 
port of this bold opinion, (which maintains a. simi- 
larity between substances, whose species have hi- 
therto been held perfectly distinct,) it is affirmed, 
that the basaltes agrees, almost accurately with 
lava, in its elementary principles; in its colour and 
grain; in the diversities of its texture; in its ex- 
traneous nature, and the species of foreign bodies 
which it contains; and in almost all its properties, 
OS well negative as positive. 

'^ The basaltes of the Giant's Causeway is a 
black, ponderous stone; of an uniform close grain, 
and hard texture; fusible and vitrifiable per te^ 
and pretty strongly magnetical. It does not effer- 
vesce in any of the mineral adds; it is free ficom 
animal or vegetable exuviae, nor does it contain the 
slightest vestiee of any organized substance what- 
ever. The colour of the stone, when immediately 
broken, resembles what is usually called an iron 
grey, the result of numerous little shining points 
spread through a dark ground : moisture, and the 
effects of weather, soon change this to a perfectly 
uniform black appearance : and long exposure to 
the air and rains, produces at length a superficial 
decomposition, usually attended with brown colour, 
such as appears on the outside of the Giant's 
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Causeway pillars. Where the stone is firesh broken^ 
.its grain^ attentively examined^ exhibits somewhat 
of a fine crystallized appearance^ dotted^ as it were^ . 
with a multitude of minute sliining points ; by 
exposure to the air they soon lose their brilliancy 
. and distinctness^ so that an uniform and compact 
grain j6nally results. Its hardness is sufficient for 
producing ire pretty copiously, by collision with a 
steel ; and when a large fragment is struck with 
violence, in a loose position, it gives a clear, and as 
it were metallic sound." 

It would appear, however, from various expe- 
riments made, and from the most authentic evi- 
dence, that they are indebted alike to fire and 
water for their formation — as, in every instance 
where columnar trap has been moulded into forms 
of beauty or regularity, such as the basalts of the* 
Causeway have assumed, it has been either situ- 
ated contiguous to the ocean, or completely insu? 
lated by it.* 

Should the tourist determine on viewing the 
coast from the water, as far as Ballintoy or Ben- 

* In the immediate iiei^hl>oiirhood of this coast, there 
is an interestiDij^ and beautiful variety of fossils : — *' Some 
fine crystals have been found fn. Knocklead { ai^d the shoce 
presents specimens of chalcedony, zeolites, belemnites, and 
dendrites, on which representations of several marine plants 
are pourtrayed with wonderful precision of fi^re, and some 
fine pebbles, tinn^^d wfth various hues, which will take a 
high polish. Masses pf mica are found inthe interior — as 
are also detached portions of gniess and granite* Stalactites 
are found in the rocks near Kenbane ; and tufa- is discover- 
ed along the borders of several rills that trickle through 
beds of limestone."— Stot 8urv* 
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gore^ the carriages or other travelling velddes I 
may be sent on to Bnshmillsj as there is m»dmg 
particnlarly worthy of observation along the line 
of road from Ballycastle to that place ; or^ shonM 
he intend visiting the island of Rathlin^ he can do 
so in hisf route and return by Ballycastle. Procui>- 
ing a boat at the latter place^ it will be necessary^ 
as the tide runs with great rapidity from Fairhead 
outside Sheep Island to Bengore^ to take advan- 
tage of the flood-tide^ and to keep close along the 
coasts in the direction of Kenbane or Whitehead^ 
a beautiful promontory three xiiiles and^a half from 
Ballycastle, very lofty, composed of limestone ds 
white as snow, and forming a narrow peninsula 
which runs a considerable way into the sea at nght 
angles. Passing this point, the precipice rises to 
a great height, and a scene of much beauty meets 
the eye — ^the curious promontory and swinging- 
1)ridge of Carric-a-rede terminating a fa9ade a ffiSe 
in length,, the greater part of which rises 360 feet 
above the level of the sea, the entire beamti^Uy 
diversi^ed in its formation — ^the pui«e white ^mt^ 
stope being mixed, in regular strata, with reddish | 

ochre and brownish basalt,* attd in its ten»iix»^n j 

. * The arrangeaient in this portion of the facade is not | 

observable elsewhere along any part of the coast. The base . 

or lowest stratum emerges perpendicularly from the water^ | 

jit Jimestoae. of a dazzUng white colour ; upon this rests a | 

stratum of black tabular basalt ; upon that a reddish ochre- 
ans layer-; then a stratum of columnar basalt ; on this ano- 
tjker./solamn, followed by four more of a similar descrip- 
tioa, forming a vertical &ont of great height and beauty-^ 
and producing along an extensive line of hay the finest ef- 
fect. 
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inelj shaded by the dark and heavr rocks br 
whidi the immediate vicinity of Camc-a-rede is 
80 strikingly distinguished. 

Several natural caves are obsen^ed hollowed «nt 
of the rocks along this line of <;oa8t. In the im- 
mediate vicinity of Carric-a-rede^ at the foot of a 
precipice 289 feet high> and which^ overhanging 
Its base^ fc^ms a magnificent concave, a cavern 
presents itself, that may readily be entered bjr 
a boat, if the water be smooth. It is thirty-siK 
feet in height, and about seventeen feet wide at 
the entrance — ^the sides, which are not perpendi^ 
•cnlar, but inclining inwards, being composed of 
neiAly formed pillars, their heads bein^, as it were 
artificially, fastened into the rocks a&ve them*^ 
end it will be seen that the roof and bottom of the 
cave are of a construction somewhat similar to the 
plaae of the Causeway — ^the same variety of fornm*- 
tion, nicety of fitting, and distinctness of articular 
tion, being displayed, and the entire awakening a 
^ineled sensatkm of pleasure and amazement in 
the beholder. 

Having explored this curious cavern, the di-^ 
mensions of whidi are continued for a considenui 
ble way in, the object which next attracts attehtioii 
is the swinginff-bridge and island of Carric-a«rede^ 
Tbe head-lan£ which projects a considerable way 
into the sea, and on the extremity of which there 
is a small cottage, built for a fishing station,* is di- 

* There is a miaU Balmon- fishery here-- the salmoa, which 
always keep close to the shore in their course lo aad from 
the rivers, being readily taken in their paisage through the 
chasm. 
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vided bj a tremendous rent or cbasm^ supposed to 
have been caused by some extraordinary convulsion 
of nature. The chasm is sixty feet wide^ the rock 
on either side rising about eighty feet above the 
level of the water. Across this mighty rent a 
bridge of ropes has been thrown^ for the conve- 
nience of the fishermen who reside on the island 
during the summer months. The construction of 
this bridge is very simple : — Two strong ropes or 
caUes are stretched from one side of the chasm to 
the other, in a parallel line, and made fast to 
rings fixed permanently in the rock ; across these, 
planks, twelve inches wide, are laid and secured; 
a slisht rope, elevated convenient to the hand, runs 
parallel with the footway ; — ^and thus a bridge is 
formed, over which men, wpmen, and boys, many 
of them carrying heavy burdens, are seen walking 
or running, apparently with as little concern aa 
they would evince in advancing the same distance 
on terra firma. It is awful in the extreme to wit- 
ness from a boat on the water, persons passing and 
repassing at this giddy height — ^and a feeling of 
anxiety, closely allied to pain, is invariably expe^ 
rienced by those who contemplate the apparently 
imminent danger to which these poor people are 
exposed, while thus lightly treading the dangerous 
and narrow footway which conducts them acrosB 
the gulph that yawns beneath their feet. 

Passing under the bridge, right through the 
chasm, in which the water will be found much 
smoother, and the tide less rapid, than at the outer 
side of the island, the tourist may proceed dlong 
the coast, proceeding through the strait which 
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sepmtes Sheep Island from the main land, as far 
88 Dnnseverick-f-or, if the weather will permit^ 
proceeding the full length of Bengore-head, of 
which there is a sahHme view, from the water, and 
from which point there is a splendid panoramic 
prospect of the entire line of coast on the western 
side of this great head-land, including Dunluce 
Castle and the several promontories and. capes of 
which the Causeway is composed. From this point 
the tourist may either pass at once to the Cause* 
way, or, if disposed to visit the island of Rathlin, 
can return in that direction, landing at Ushet har- 
hoar, instead of Church bay, where he should 
have landed, had he proceeded, direct from Bally- 
castle. 

The island of Rathlin or Baghery, which^ as we 
have already mentioned, lies about seven miles and 
a half from the shore, is rather more than six miles 
in length and one in breadth, measuring 2000 
plantation acres, and containing about 1100 inha- 
bitonts, who are almost all occupied in agricul« 
tural pursuits, and the making of kelp from the 
8ea-*weed found on the rocks of which the island 
is coD&posed. " The people are simple, laborious, 
and honest, and possess a degree of affection for 
the island, that may very mudbi surprise a stranger. 
In conversation, they always talk of Ireland as a 
foreign kingdom, and really have scarcely anv in- 
tercourse with it, except in the way of their little 
trade. Small as this spot is, one can nevertheless 
trace two different characters among its inhabitants. 
The Kenramer, or western end, is craggy iand 
mountainous, the Jand Jn the valleys is nch and 
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well cultivated^ but the coast dettitate cf hflirbeiunk 
A single native is here koxmn to fix his rope to a 
stake driven into the snmimt of a precipice, and 
£rom thence, alone, and unassisted, to swing drntm, 
the face of a rock in quest of the n^s of sea £»wl. 
From hence, activity, bodily strengthy and sel£- 
dependence, are eminent among ^e Kenraxner 
men. Want of intercourse with strangers has pre- 
served many peculiarities, and their native lAA 
still continues to be the luiiversdi language. The 
XJshet end, on the contrary, is banren in its soil, 
but more open, and well supplied' with little hay^ 
boars; hence, its inhabitants are become fishermen^ 
and are accustomed to make short toyages and to 
barter. Intercourse with strangers has rubbed off 
many of their peculiarities, and the English tongue 
is well understood, and generally spoken by them^ 
Near Ushet is a lake of freshwater, upwards ot a 
mile in circumference — 144 feet above the lev^ of 
the sea. There is also another lake in the opposite 
end of the island, <^led Cligan, 238 feet above the 
sea. The highest hill is called Ken Truan, it is 450 
feet high. JNear Ushet, is Doon Point, remark^ 
able for its resemblance to the Causeway ; its pil« 
lars have ccmimonly five, six, or seven siaes." 

From this great similarity, some have supposed 
that l3iis island was at one time connectea with 
the main land. Others, however, incline to think 
that the stratification is in many places original in 
its arrangement, and peculiar to the island it»^ 
From its peculiar situation, it at one period fbrtne^ 
a kind of stepping-stone between the Scotch anfl 
Irish coasts ; and, from the many specimens of 
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w«r4&e ntttniments^ and ihe ^antities ef hvb- 
aaoL 'bones wiiidi aM irofii time to time disoovvred 
^>dii(Breiit imrts ^ the idand, there can be «b 
•doabt that it had been more than onoe the theatre 
of isaxBy a hot and Uoody conlbiet between the 
chneftams of ithe two nations^ who, we are infonnw 
ed, freqoentfc^dispmted the right to its^possesBimi.* 
-It was here that iUbert Bruce took refiige> when 
diihren -ham his own acoontry, dmdag die distni^ 
anoee winch sneeeeded the appointment of BftHol 
« to the crown of :Scotland. The eastle in which, he 
resided, and which stiU bears his name/ is sitliated 
4M1 tthe north-western point of the island. After a 
^aUfi&t defence against Ms ^enemies,, who pursued 
-him hither, he. was obliged to mifldce his escape 
4ttri&g the night, in. an open ixKit. . His return to 
the Hebrides is fi&eiy oeoceived and «]iergetica% 
sketched by Sootiats famuriibe.bard, in his ^'Lord 
«f the isles." 

Returning to Ballycastle the traveller will now 
proceed along the «dge lof the coast, in t&e diree- 
tiim of the Causeway. Three miles forwand,, he 
will observe to the right the rock and bridge of 

**' A avraber of smali tnmuli* «v«re' lirte>ly opened in a 
little plain about tbe middle df Iho iftlaad, pro>baMy the 
nonumeirts of so many -heroes, who, in former &fM, had 
fnllen bonoorably in this very (field of bailie. The chief 
himself lay in a stone coflBo, and beside bim an earthen ves- 
m1 ettfod, which, by tbe iVBidttittiii still vietble, seemed for- 
metly tvliave contained <an offbring of blosd, <ir some other 
perishable uumal substnaoe. Within the liunuU lay a <o«i* 
■idemtole number of hnman bonea, the remains of more ig- 
■oble meh^ who vaghi have fidlen by the Uke fate of war." 
••^^(tflJS. utttt^ 
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Carric-a*rede> already alluded to; and, passing 
through the iriJlaffe m Ballintoy,* he will notice 
to the left the hill of Gma^unore, which rises 
nearly three hundred feet^ and displays toward: 
the summit that columnar basaltic arrangement so 
observable along the coast. Mount Dmid, tk 
seat of the Rev. Mr. Trail, and whidi derives its 
name from a cromlech, or heathen altar of consi- 
derable dimensions vrhich stands on a gently rising 
hill/ will be perceived at a little distance to the 
left. Passing two or three insignificant hamlets, 
the tourist may either proceed tl&ough Bushmills, 
and turn off by the Rock-heads, or down by a new 
road whidi leads towards the shore, and passes 
dose by the ruins of the amnent castle of Dunse- 
verick,t formerly one of the strong-holds of the 
sept of (yCahan, by whom it was inhabited till the 
time of Cromwell ; and having arrived within s I 
very short distance of the great object of his jour- 
ney, he may send his traveling vehicle round to 
Bushmills, or direct them to await his return at 
the Rock*heads, and, procuring a guide,^ proceed 

* A kind of coal or fosiil-wood, is found near this vil- 
lage ; it exactly resembles charred wood ; its bark« knots* 
4;c. are easily distinguished ; and when baming« it sndli 
like rotten timber. It is fonnd beneath twenty feet of so- 
lid basalt. The heads of the trees all lie to the east, and 
seem as if laid down by a storm. 

+ Close to the shore, in this direction, is a smaU fishittf- 
station, called Port Braden, in which a good number of 
salmon are taken during the season. 

I Formerly travellers were much annoyed, and fre- 
' quently imposed on by the various members of the fraterai- 
ty yclept ** guides," who, on the appearance of a itnmfcr. 
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atotioe to feicamine the various curiosities to be 
seen in tins interesting region. 

, THE CAUSKWAY. 

Altbongli to those who may have kept close 
to the shore by Dunseverick Castle^ there would 
be rather a saving of time in at once proceeding to 
view the magnificent scenery from the summit of 
the cliffs^ and afterwards descending to the Cause- 
way from the Rock^heads^ by the Stookans^ we 
would rather advise that the course usually pur- 
sued should be taken — ^that the cave of Portcoon 
be vifflted^ the great mole of the Causeway next 
examined^ and then ascending the mountain-steep 
by a path which winds around Port NofFer^ the 
numerous capes and promontories which form the 
back-ground of the Causeway^ may be leisurely 
examined from the edge of the cli^. 

Following the guide, with cautious steps, round 
a projecting point of rock, the cave of Portco(m 
will now be entered by the land side. It is a ca- 

immediately gathered round him, offering their services. 
Althongh the annoyance of numbers pressing to be hired, 
may not be altogether done away.vith, the magistrates have 
recently made such regulations for their payment as will 
prevent strangers from being imposed upon. We found 
Hugh Fall, of the Black-rock, an intelligent, obliging lad, 
and well acquainted with the coast. His father has been a 
guide for many years. These people have generally a num- 
ber of the best speciifiens of the fossils to be found in the 
neighbourhood. 

• The observation relative to the scenery at Fairhead is 
equally applicable here. To get a correct view of this por- 
tian of the coast, it must be mwed from the water* 
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v^rn of very oonsideralite dimeim<m8> IioiSini^ est 
of the solid rock, and assiiiiiing in its shape mue- 
thing the form of a pointed arch. Into thistbe 
sea rushes, even in the calmest weather, with s 
.bpM aqd boisterons swell ; bat when the set is 
^tated by a storm, the tremendous roanag of tbe 
•waters, as they break into the-entranee^ is terrifei 
in the extreme. The sides and roof are fsnnei. 
or at least coated, with a number of stones of yn- 
rieus shapes and sines, partly rounded off, as r 
.by the action of the waves, and embedded in t 
kind of basaltic paste or cement. The edio jhv- 
dttoed by the beating of the billows, as they enter 
the cavern« is .v«ry great, while the reverbmtics 
succeeding the report of a pistol, gen^^y iied 
off hj i£e guide, are of a very extraorainiF 
descnption, muc^i resembling the raling ai seven. 
peals of thunder near at hand. When the day s 
fine,, the scene presented here is peculiarly gtwi 
and interesting ;->-^he irregular basaltic side-wdk 
^dth the dai^ shading of the deeper T8cessp^ 
of the cavern, upon which the foam-crestei 
wave spends its last dying murmurings> formiu 
^a fine contrast to the freshness and briUisncT 
observable outside. A short way from this csve. 
there is another, sixty-three feet high, and twentr- 
five feet wide, the extremity of which has neter 
been ascertained. It aua gdIj be entered br^ 
boat from the water. 

Quitting the cave, while standing on the ledge 
of the point round which he had to pass in enta- 
il^ it, the tourist will perceive a very large im* 
gmar rock running into the sea, whidh^ ^nth tbe 
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Tbift k.iv^M; i& c$lle&a w}uiidYke>* and i)» stailsur 
ta tboii9 wldcii ^^ toebAerved ynmLio^iBn ia -pm* 
rallel Uiies* and fonat^g ith^ »9paratit»su».b7 wbldi. 
the platftin^ of' the Causeway is divided! ; whicb 
im otbcar piaeQ» r&e liket pevpi^iovhlar iraUs to law 
t»aec^ tie yarious strati&catiansr^-aAd again stai&d 
out iaprQin^^torks fmi beadr-laDds. 

Haviag regaijaed the Ro«k4iead$> at-a littk din^ 
tancetd tb^ ri^t^ tbe guides wiU point out tba^ 
patb wbieh ecwdu^s to tbe Ca^iitsewajr^ and wiucb' 
waa CiM: at y^ oonsidemble es^pease by tbe Bad. 
of Brialol^ Biabop of Derry. Ff om tbe little. WiBi \ 
populiffly d(9o<WQLiAated tb^ StOokaoa^ tbe fiirstTiew 
of tbc) Caiftseifray ia, obtained ; a^d a moce sablijne^ 
iw^poaiflf, and beioitjlful scene cotdd not by any 
pofittbility be iiva^ned by tbe moat entbuaiaetie 
ndnd^ than tbat M^eb n<^¥ bursts on tbi^.sigbt^-*^ 
an umoenae and magnifi^isnt bay> indented b^ a 
numbeir of capes and bead«landsj, wbkb rise ai*oiind 
frow a beight of 350 ta 4Q0 fee* aboye tb« level of: 
tbe sea,, presenting at all points a variety of tbe* 
most 'magnificent and int^eating viewa^^^as if na- 
ture and a«rt bad united tbeir energiea ta form one: 
truly grand and splendid, picture^ Here a beantifol 
coUmAsAe of tbe wost perfectly'i'ftnned massive^ 
pillars^ finely relieved by tbe dark Ixisateic cliff into: 
wbicb tbey appear inserted^ w as standing out. in 

* Where wbiodykes dcmv are, it » supposed by some^ 
ihat there was at one period a complete vacancy-- the space 
having afterwards been Qlled up by a particular species of 
lava or melted mineral^ forced up from the lower parts. of 
the earth* 
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bold and prominent relief; this again emoeeedei 
b J numerous distinct groups and ranges in the co- 
lumnar form^ assuming a variety of shapes an^ 
sizes ; in another direction the dark sides of the 
mighty cliff rising up like the walls of some yta 
edifice^ here and there broken down ; while, at 
their base^ appears the ponderous wredc of nume- 
rous rocks ana columns, flui^ from their ongixai 
position, and lying in wild disorder — the entm 
scene forcing upon the bebolder the idea that h 
is contemplating the remains of some mighty &- 
brie, hurled into desolation by a tremendous earth- 
quake, or some other equally terrible conTulskii 
of nature. But it is not the immensity or tbe 
grandeur of the scene which will alone fix ik 
attention here ; the eye now turns to an object 
equally interesting, and even more curious th&s 
any which has been yet surveyed. From the base 
of this stupendous facade, a mole or quay, some 
hundred feet wide, of exquisitely shaped pillsrs. 
is observed to project, gradually diminishing from 
a height of two hundred feet, until, at a distance 
of six hundred feet, it is lost in the sea./ Tlis 
platform or mole may be described as fermiiu: 
one immense inclined plane, divided into three 
compartments by two of those great whindykes 
to which we have befwe alluded, as slopiBg 
gradually down from the base of die headJaiul 
and runnins into the sea between Port^m-Gimge 
and Port Noffer, to an extent whi^ has nerer 
yet been ascertained. The divisions are dis- 
tinguished by the names of the Grand Causewaj, 
the Middle Causeway, and the Little Cauaewaf ; 
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he first meolioned extending six hundred feet at 
ow water, while the last does not exceed four 
lundred feet — ^the entire composed of a number of 
miliars of different shapes, and varying from fif- 
teen to twenty-six inches in diameter, sunk in 
he earth or the surrounding rock, and standing 
[learly perpendicular-*— those nearest the cliff hav- 
ing a sli^t inclination to the west, while those 
closer to the sea take a contrary direction ; their 
perfectly*-denuded heads presenting a beautiful po- 
lygonal pavement, somewhat resembling a honey- 
:;omb or wasp's nest, over which the traveller treads 
nrith security ; for although each is in itself a per- 
fect pillar, the^ are all so completely fitted to^ 
ther, and so mcely joined, that the water which 
falls upon them will not penetrate between them. 
They are irregular prisms, and display the greatest 
variety of figure, being septaeonal, pentagonal, and 
hexagonal; a few having eight sides, and some 
others four; three have been discovered with nine 
sides, while only one has yet beenibund with but 
three.* Scarcely any one of them will be found 
to be equilateral, to have sides and angles of the 
same dimensions, or to correspond exactly in form 
or sLse with another ; while, at the same time, the 

* The triangQlar pillar will be pointed oat by the ^ide, 
near the eastern side of the Grand Causeway. Not far from 
it are two of those hnviog nine aides —the third standing 
in the Middle Causeway, in a curious mound of pillars, 
from its appearance called the Honeycomb. Those-having 
four and eight sides bear but a small proportion to the entire 
mass; while ninety-nine out of every hundred have five, six, 
or seven sides—those of a hexagonal figure being as nume- 
rous as all the rest put together. 
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^ slaaolaltiio mri»B of anyone of diem* will be 
found f be eqUEd^ 1» fear right angles^-tbe gid«g 
of one ceCTespoading exactly to those of the otfaei^ 
which lie next to it^ nlthoagh ol^rwise differing' 
completely in sixe and ficnu/ These are the cir^ 
coonstftnces more partioolarly worthy of observa^ 
vaition in examining the plime of the Causeway : 
there are others^ however^ whidi will be fmind 
equally carious upon a dose inspection of tiiepil^ 
lars which rise above its more levd parts.*' Here 
it will be observed^ that ^each piUar is formed of 
several distinct jdnts, dosely articulated into each 
other, the oonvex end of the one dosely fitted into 
the oenottre of the next-^-eometimes the concayity. 
Sometimes the convexity being uppermost.'/ These 
joints ave of different lengths, varying from Anir 
inches to' four feet«-]ie two in the same pillar be* 
ing found exactly to correspond. 

/ In the entire Causeway it is computed there lard 
fpom 30,000 to ^;000 pillars— the tallest measur- 
ittff about thirty*three foet./ On the eastern' side n 
pillar will be pointed out with thirty-^ight joints, 
and it is said that two others have been broken 
off. 

The guide will now direct the attention of the 
tra.veller to matters of minor curiosity; — ^the Giant's 

*• In ppooMdiD|r to 41m pMfonnv ^^ete will be percthrsd 
11m niu>8 of a.eottago> «iid the reifMtiiis of a waU« rattoinip 
froiatlie water towards the cliff, erected by tbe pfoprietor 
of the ground, who, it Is said, bad at one time inteaded to 
charge a cercain price to. each person "^{sStiog the Causeway, 
but was dissuaded from bi» Gothic attempt by the gentler- 
men residing in the neighbottrhood. 
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W(Sl, a tiny spring of pure fresh watef^ fbreing 
its way up between the joints of two of the co- 
lumns — his Chair^ Bag-pipes^ and various other 
little et ceieras belonging to the renowned hero of 
the Causeway.* Turning from these to still more 
magnificent objects^ the eye will naturally rest upon 

* ** The hypothesis carrent among the vulgar, is, that the 
Giant's Causeway, and FiDgal's Cave, in the island of Staffa, 
are the extremities of an immense bridge, which formerly 
extended between these two points, and was constructed by 
Fion Mac Cnmhal and his gigantic associates, (called by the 
Scandinavians, the sons of frost,) to facilitate his progress 
in a war undertaken against the natives of the opposite 
coast, in revenge of their frequent plundering expeditions 
into the Dalradian territories. The bridge being completed, 
the enemy saw themselves completely at the mercy of these 
powerful invaders, and their country, in its turn, about to 
become the theatre of a predatory warfare $ and having no 
hope of safety from their own efiPortn against an enemy of 
such extraordinary prowesp, they had recourse to the gods, 
who were invoked by the Druidical priesthood, with the 
■lost powerful spells and incantations, to save them from the 
impending calamity. For their own preservation, then, as 
well as for the welfare of their worshippers, they interfered 
against the earth-born intruders, and, by a timely exertion 
of their power, destroyed the bridge which was to have af- 
forded to Fioil a communication with the hostile coast. Not 
aatisfied with this, they determined, in their wrath, to ex- 
tingaish at once the power and exbtenca of the Irish giants, 
and transformed the chief and his whole army to stone.^^ 
Those of the peasantry who formerly oiBciated as guides to 
the Girfnt's Causeway, could have authenticated and illus- 
tnted every part of this wonderful relation, ' by proofs 
drawn from the surrounding scenery t pointing out among, 
the rocks, by name, at every tam, some of our petrified an- 
oettors, whose dimensions are generally such as to justify 
ia th« eyes of their degenerate posterity the apprehensiona 
of the hostUa deities \ and though the hand of time has re* 
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Oiaiit's Tbealre and.th^ Giaat'a Oigai^ the \m^ 
a beautiful eolaiuiade of piUars^ 120 fyet long-HKi 
called from tiie reseniblsuice it seems to have to 
the pipes of an organ. Opposite to these is his 
Loom ; while a litUe further to the ea^t^ se^e^ 
iscdated columns are seen standii^ apart from the 
the rest^ which are popularly called the Chimney- 
tops^ from the likeness they bear at i^ distance to 
the chimneys of a castle.* The extraordinary stra- 
tified construction of the cliffst all around will^ no 

moYAd 9u»t of ilMse basaltic evidences, and thongh i\m 
guides of ihe latter time'are somewhat less circanutaatial ia 
their details, yet the curious may have occuiar demonstra* 
tioD,e?eD at this day, of the veracity of our traditionary his*, 
torians. The four brothers, near Bengore, and other per- 
sonages on different parts of the coast, still maintain their 
stations. The Causeway iiseVf is a sufficient monument of 
Fion*s abilities as an engineer ; and his chair is placed in a 
•itua^tion from which he might have a prospect of the work 
as it went on. His loom, theatre, and organ are yet extant, 
ibowing that he understood the arts of peace as well as 
thope of war,"-*Jf*£zn/ej^'« Giant* 8 Causewajf, 

* Oneof the traditions relative to these pillars, as told 
by the guides, is, that the ships of the Spanish Armada^ 
mistaking the promontory on which they st&nd ibr a castley 
ftred upon it — and afterwards, having approached closer ia 
it during the night, were wrecked on the cliff beneath. 
Another is, that taking the Tops for the chimneys of a 
countrj' village, they approached, in the hope of receiving 
a hospitable reception i and not discovering their miaiake^ 
until it was loo late, were ali lost. From this ciicnrastanc» 
the little bay of Port^na-Spania is said to have derived ila 



f In the face of the jMad-land, which rises from the 
southern end of the Causeway, at an elevation of more than 
two hundred feet, immedtytely above the Middle Censor 
way, lie* a bed of a pecuUar labstaqpe, extrefttftly tiaiiiler> 
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dottbt^ also fix the attention of every cuddus 
observer. But on this we shall have to dwell more 
at lengthy when spi^king of the beautiful and re^ 
gular construction of the promontory of Pleaskin. 
Herfe, however, vre may allude to the pillars mid*- 
way on the side of the cliff, that many of th^m 
seem as if forced oh their sides — ^the earth beneath 
them appearing to have given way, by the great 

K assure of the superincumbent weight of roek. 
e whindykes, those perpoDdicular walls whidi 
we have mentioned as separating the stratifications 
ion either bide, and which will be observed also t« 
form in a degree the various promontories along 
the coabtji present, wherever tiiey meet the sea, 
many curious forms — ^in one place a resemblance 
of the -hoad and hat of a man of very considerable 
proportions, may be distinctly traced-^in others^ 
Imttlemented castles, forts, &c. 

The tourist having examined every object of 
interest which can be viewed from the foot of 
the great cliff or promontory, the guide ^11 now 
point to a steep and narrow path that leads up the 
nearly perpendicular acclivity which forms the 
back'ground of Port Noffer. To those who are 
sure-footed, and whose heads are not easily affect'^ 
(ri by looking down from a dizzy height, this may 

to a»1ie« ; and various (Va^enis, mosity rounded, which 
Iffetfenally float oo water, resembltD^ cinderb and putnke* 
tfone, and upqnestionably the products of fire, aro fonnd 
loose here, and also on the sea- shore, and in other parts of 
the cliff) ^^~^Ham, Ant, p. 251. Specimens of this, iog^m 
ther with those of the various fossils before mentioned, can 
be-obtained from the gnidee.- 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



316 THB CA08BWAY. 

be a pleasant e&ongh mode of proceeding to the 
summit of the head-land. We would^ however^ 
strongly advise such persons as may not be blessed 
with these very necessary requisites for such an 
undertaking, to.proceed thither by the more cir- 
cuitous route to which the guide will now lead ; aa 
many individuals who have been induced to breast 
the cliff, have been much terrified up<m looking 
down from the midway height ; and it haa been 
with considerable risk and difficulty that they 
have been able to gain the summit, especially as, 
at the very top, the climber ?s obliged to vault 
on a perpendicular rock which stands about four 
feet high, and appears almost to overhang its 



The guides relate several interesting stories of 
individuals, who fell horn the heights in this neigh- 
bourhood. From the Aird Snout, a man named J* 
Kane tumbled down while engaged in search- 
ing for fossil-coal, during a severe winter — and^ 
strange to say, was taken up alive, although se- - 
riousfy injured by the fall. Another man, named 
Adam Morning, when descending a giddy path 
that leads to the foot of Port-na-Spania, with his 
wife's breakfast, who was at the time employed in 
making kelp, missed his footing, and tumbling 
headlong, was dashed to atoms ere he reached the 
bottom. The poor woman witnessed the misfor* 
tuiie from a distance ; but supposing, from the 
kmd of coat he wore, that it was one of the sheep 
that had been grazing on the head-land, she went 
to examine it^ when she found instead, the mangled 
corpse of her husband. Another story is told of a 
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poor girl^ who^ being betrotlied to one she loved^ in 
order to fiimidli herself ftnd her intended husband 
with some of the little coiftfortft of life, procured 
employment on the shore, in the manufacture al- 
ludhed to, with some^ tfther persdn^ in the neigh- 
bourhood. Port-na-Spania, as will be observed, 
IB oompletety surrounded by a tremendous preci- 
pice, from three to four hundred feet high, and is 
only accessible by a narrow pathway, by far the 
most difficult and dangerous of any of those nearly 
perpendicular ascents to be met with along the en^ 
tire coast. Up this Rightful footway was this poor 
girl, in common with all who were engaged in the 
same manufacture, obliged to climb, heavily laden; 
with a burden of the kelp ; and having gained the 
steepest point of the peaK, was just about to place 
her fbot on the summit, when, in consequencd of 
tiie load on her shoulders shifting a little to one 
aide, she lost her balance, fell backwards, and ere 
^le reached the bottom, was a lifeless and a man- 
sled corpse. To behold women and children toil- 
ing up this dreadful ascent, bearing heavy loadsj 
eiSier on their heads, or fastened from their necks 
and shoulders, is really painful even to the least 
sensitive, tmaccustomed to the sight — and yet the 
natives themselves appear to thi^ nothing what- 
ever of it. 

An anecdote is also related of a man who was 
in the habit of seating himself on the edge of a 
cliff which ovfeAUng its base, at Poortmoor, to 
enjoy th^ b^ftdty 6f the widely-extended scene*; 
One fine ftumdi^r m^itoing, however, having gaiur 

t2 
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ed tiie height^ and tdken his accustomed seat^ wbUe 
indulgiiig in the thoughts and feelings which we 
may suppose the scene and situation likely to in- 
spire, '' a change came o'er the spirit of his dream," 
— ^the rock upon which he was perched gave way, 
and, in the twinkling of an eye, bore him on '' its 
rapid wing" to the foot of the precipice, where it 
sunk several feet into the earth — sately depositing 
its ambitious bestrider on the shore, at a distance 
of fully four hundred feet from the towering emi- 
nence whence he made his involuntary serial de- 
scent. Some viewless sprite or guardian angel, as 
the neighbouring peasants affirm, having safely 
conveyed him down — ^as he had neither bone 
broken nor joint dislocated, and received no other 
injury, bodily or mental, than a supposed contu- 
sion of the cranium, whereby the cerebral deve- 
lopment, by the phrenologists technically termed 
''locality," was somewhat injured and depressed, 
and the very necessary bump of '' cautiousness" so 
considerably enlarged, that he was never again 
known to indulge in his natural tendency of look- 
ing down upon his neighbours," from positions si- 
muar to that which he was wont to assume pre- 
vious to the singular adventure just related. 

Having gained the summit, the traveller will 
pause a moment to contemplate the beauty, varie- 
ty, and magnificence of the prospect, as nothing 
can be more splendid than the whole panorama 
which lies around, painted in nature's richest 
colours and boldest shading ; to the east the beau- 
tiful promontories of the Causeway, aypiTning a 
thousand diversified forms, as far as Bengore- 
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head — ^to the west the bold^ dark^ basaltic cliffs^ 
sweeping round in the direction of the isolated 
Castle 01 Dunluce; beyond this^ the coasts rugged, 
rocky^ and white as snowj appears in cavemed and 
perforated promontories^ as far as Port-Rush and 
the Skerries; while^ still further off, in the 'dis- 
tance^ Malin-head^ the extreme point of Ireland, 
closes in the scene. 

Towards the head-land of Bengore, the tourist 
may now proceed, following the windings of the 
cliffs, and examining in succession the various 
capes and bays into which the great promontory is 
broken. The summits of the rocks for miles are 
covered with a thin green sod, which is used as 
pasturage for sheep and other cattle. 

In passing along, the guide will point out the 
most mteresting o^'ects to be seen in looking down 
from the verge of the cliffs, which can be done 
with perfect safety, although from three to four 
hundred feet above the level of the sea. Port-na-> 
Spania is the first cape or bay at which the tourist 
will arrive, at a little distance from which are the 
isolated pillars called the Chimney Tops, to which 
we have already alluded. Here also are groupes 
of pillars, to which, on account of their extraordi- 
nary shapes, the people have attached names ex- 
pressive of the appearances they present — such, 
for instance, as the Fan, the Horse's-back, &c. 
Beyond this stands the beautiful promontory of 
Pleaskin — and about a mile forward, Bengore- 
head. While the appearance of this entire line, 
from Pprt Noffer to Bengore-head, must be ad- 
mitted to be grand in the extreme, the promon- 
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tory of Pleaakm wiU be found more jwiitfcttlarlT 
deserving of minnte attention. It is a continua- 
tion of the head-laiid of Bengore ; and we quite 
^lee in opinion with an elegant writer* who re- 
waitly visited the Canseway, that it is beyond 
doabt the prettiest thing in nature, in the way of 
a poniontory. ft appears as though it had beeii 
pamted for effect, in various shades of green, ver- 
million rock, red ochre, grey lichens, &c.— its ge- 
neral form so beautifol— -its storied pillars, tier 
over tier, so architecturally graceful— its curious 
and varied stratifications supporting the columnai? 
Kangeg— here the dark brolvn amorphous basalt- 
there the red ochre, and below that again the slen- 
der but distinct lines of wood-cdal- all the edges 
erf its different stratifications tastefully varied by 
the hand of vegetable liature, with grasses and 
ferns, and rock-plants ;— in the various strata of 
^ch it is composed, sublimity and beauty having 
been blended t(^ther in the most extraordinary 
JDDanner.t , 

Bengore or the Goat's Promontory, which lies 
330 feet above the water, is the extreme headland; 

♦ " C. O." a trriter in ihe " Christian Etaminer.*' 
+ ** The mmniii of Pleaskin it covered «rlth a thid grassy 
sod, nnder which lie« th6 BAtural basaltic rbck< having ge- 
nerally a Tiard surface, somewhat cracked and shivered. At 
the depth 6f ten or twelve feet from the summit, this reck 
begins to astume a colnmnar tendency, an^forms a n^nge of 
mnwy pillars of basaltes, which fttand perptfndtcnlar to the 
honxoB, presenting, in the sharp face of the promontory, 
the appearance of a magniticent gallery or colonnade, up- 
ward of ttfxty feet in height. This colonnade is supported 
On a lohd base of coarse, black, Irregular rock, ten *ixty 
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bat tliere is nothing in the fioene^ by which it 
is surrounded particularly worthy of obserration^ 
with the exception of a curious stratum of fossil- 
coal^ which is found lying between two ranges of 
basaltic pillars — and the exceedingly^ fine view 
which meets the eye from its summit m the direo- 
tion of Fairhead, Rathlin^ &c. Close to Bengore-i 
head is Ben-an-danan^ the mountain of Dtoish 
sorcery^ which is assumed as the place whence the 
celestials let loose their wrath upon Fin M^Coul 
and his army^ as referred to in a note to a pre- 
ceding page. 

^ Having now viewed every thing worthy of no- 
tice in the immediate direction of the Causeway, 

feet thick, aboanding ia blebs aad airboleft**bat tboagb 
comparatively irregular, it may be evidently observed to 
affect a peculiar figure, tending in many places to ran into 
regular forms, resembling the shooting of salts and many 
other substances daring a hasty crystallisEation. Under this 
great bed of stone, stands a second range of pillars, betweeo 
forty and fifty feet in height, less gross, and more sharply 
defined than those of the upper story, many of them on a 
dose view, emulating even the neatness of the columns In 
the Giant's Causeway. This lower range is borne on a layer 
of red ochre stone, which serves as a relief to show it to 
great advantage. These two admirable natural galleries, to- 
gether with the interjacent mass of irregular rock, form a 
perpendicular height of one hundred and seventy feet i 
from the base of which, the promontory, covered over with 
rock and grass, slopes down to the sea for the space of two 
hundred feet more, making in all, a mass of near four hun- 
dred feet in height, which in beauty and variety of its co- 
louring, in elegance and novelty of arrangement, and in the 
extraordinary magnitude of its objects, cannot readily be 
rivalled by any thing of the kind at present known.*'— 
Ham, Jnt* 
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the trayeller may mooeed towards Donluce Castle^ 
on his route to Cdierain; and^ should he be as 
£(ntunate as the classic writer referred to in the 
preceding page^ he may perchance^ while his eye 
IS turned towards P<»t-rush points have the hap- 
piness of witnessing a very extraordinary opti- 
cal illusion^ which is sometimes^ though very rare- 
ly^ played off by the deities of air — ^we suppose in 
compliment to such intelieciual giants as '^ C. O." 
and his travelling friends/ when' visiting this part 
oi the coadt. We allude to an appearance which 
has been represented as something similar to the 
phemmienon known by ike name of the ''Fata 
Morgana/' in the Straits of Reggio,* between the 
Isle of Sicily and the coast of Calabria. It is 
thus decribed by the writer we have mentioned : 

'' Portrush pointy whidi a few moments before 
presented a very unmeaning appearance^ and was 
certainly the least interesting object on the coasts 
now assumed a most commanding aispect. A lofty 
mountain arose^ instead of a long flat — a conical 
^eak like Croagh Patrick, nigged rocks« with their 

•'< When the risinjf ron sliioes from that point whence its 
incident rays form an an^le of 45^ on the sea of Reggio, 
and the bright surface of the water is not disturbed either 
by the wind or the currents, the spectator being placed on 
an eminence of the city, with his back to the sun, and his 
fkce to the sea, on a sudden there appear on the water, as in 
a catoptric theatre, various multiplied objects, viz. — num* 
berless series of pilasters, arches, castles— weU delineated ; 
regular -iiolumns, lofty towers, superb palaces, with baU 
eonies and windows, extended alleys of trees, delightful 
plains with herds and flocks, armies of men ox\ foot and 
horseback, and mapy other strange figures, in their natnral 
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serrated points^ pierced tbe douds ; and instantly 
all this vanished^ and a beautiful softly swelline 
wooded hill presented itself, a lofty embattled 
castle^ a broad belt of full-grown wood^ green 
lawns^ and all the decorations of a nobleman's do« 
main. You might conceive yourself at once trans<i> 
ported to Plymouth harbour^ and that you saw 
Mount Edgecombe before you ; and again^ as by 
tsdismanic touchy all this disappeare<^ and on a 
plain^ two embattled armies seemed to oppose one 
another^ and denise masses g£ troops^ horse and 
foot> stood motionlessj as if in suspense for the 
battle-signal ; and now they rushed together, and 
the opposing battalions closed on each other^ and a 
loose shapeless cloud rose up^ as if it were the 
mingled oust and smoke ascending £rom the con* 
flict : and all at once the whole vision dissolved 
away^ and the next moment nothing was seen but. 
the I0W4 uninteresting peninsula of Portrush." 

Proceeding towards Dunluce Castle^ the tourist 
will direct his course by Port fiallintrea^ a fishing 
station on the shore, at which the steam-packets 
land and take in passengers. That which will 

colours and proper actiom, passing^ rapidly io suecesMon 
along tbe surface of the sea-^during the whole of the short 
period of time while the above-mentioned causes remain. 

" Menasi supposes the objects seen Jnfhe Fata Morgana, 
are lepreseptations of objects leea on the coast. He ac- 
counts for the appearance by the supposed inclination of the 
surface of the sea, and its subdiTisions into different planes 
by the contrary eddies. He explains the Aerial Morgaaa. 
by referring it to the reflective and refractive powers of 
effluvia suspended in the air." — Note to • Oiant*s Cautemajf* 
a Poem p, 148, and Rets^s Cj^ctopadia, 
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most attract his notice wliile pursuing this route, 
is the grotesque appearance exhibited by the rocks 
and caves all along the coast — and those ruins of 
ancient castles and forts which are still to be seen 
on several of its wild and jutting head-lands. — 
Near Port Ballintrea there is a very curious 
whindyke, formed of various descriptions of ba- 
salt ; not far from which is Seaport, a neat villa, 
belonging to a Mr. Leslie. 

About five miles from the Causeway, very dose 
to the main road, are the remains of Dunluce 
Castle, one of the finest ruins to be met with in 
Ireland, and possessing- very considerable interest, 
as having been connected with several important 
events in the history of the country. By whom it 
was originally erected is ndt known ; but at a very 
early period it was possessed by an Irish chieftain 
of the name of McQuillan, a member of a once 
powerful family in the North of Ireland ; it after- 
wards belonged to the family of the McDonnells, 
Earls of Antrim, who made it their constant resi- 
dence until about the year 1750. 

This venerable ruin stands on an insulated rock 
that rises one hundred feet above the level of the 
sea, and whose perpendicular sides appear as if 
forming part of the walls — ^while its base, by the 
continual action of the waves, has been formed 
into spacious and rather curious caverns.* It is 
separated from the main-land by a chasm twenty 

* These caverns are capable'of containing a nnmber of 
boats, and in them are to be seen numerous spsVs, crystal- 
izatioDs, &c. They communicate with the castle, and sure 
well worthy the notice of the carious traveller. 
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feet broad, and one hundred feet deep — ^the only 
approach to it being by a kind of seff-snpported 
lurch or wall about eighteen inches wide, below 
tvhich the foaming wave dashes with considerable 
violence, even in cahn weather.* Across this nar- 
row and dangerous footway the adventurous tourist 
must pass, if disposed to examine this interestinff 
ruin, which forms one of the most picturesaue and 
commanding objects along the whole line of coast. 
It is built of columnar basalt, in many instances 
80 placed as to show their polygonal sections. The 
castle on the rock contained a small court-yard, 
and several apartments of considerable dimensions. 
A small vaulted room on the eastern side, call- 
ed the Banshee's Tower, and said to be still the 
residence of that serial being, who in days of yore 
attended the family of the McDonnells, is parti- 
cularly pointed out by the guide. In the ex- 
treme north point, the ruins have all the appear- 
ance of overhanging the sea; the walls and battle- 
ments beneath havings given way, the yawning 
chasm exposes to view the dreadful precipice over 
the cave's mouth, one hundred and fifj^. feet be- 
low — ^into which, it is said, one stormy daj in the 
year 1639, while the Marchioness of mdungham 
resided heie, the cook and ei^ht <^er servants, 
together with a good part of the kitchen, dinner, 
&c. were in a moment precipitated. This curious 

* On close ezaminatiom, it appesn ihat there was origi- 
nally another wall, which ran across the chasm, parallel to 
the former ; and that, by layini; boards across these, an 
easy passage might occaaioiiaUy be made for the benefit of 
a garrison. — Ham, Aut, 

u 
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circumstance is tfatts humorouslj described by the 
trritier from whom we have before quoted; the 
guide who accbmptmied him id supposed to be the 
narrater. 

'* It appeared that the greater part of the apart- 
ment we were now standing in had^ by some sud- 
den crash^ fallen into the sea below. It seemed 
to have been the castle kitchen ; there reinained 
the mantle-piece of a huge fire-place ; and^ doubt- 
less^ many a sirloin and baron of beef, many a fat 
pig and curdy salmon^ sent their savoury steam 
up that wide-mouthed chimney. The Laay Mar- 
garet McDonnell, who during her widowhood kept 
the castle fbr her youns soti^ according to the old 
hospitable usage of the ramily^ in honour of Christ- 
mas times gave a grand entertainment ,* and the 
tDhichesters of Belfadt^ the O'Neills of Shane's-cas- 
tle, and the Hamiltons of Tyrone, with the Stew- 
arts and Montgomerys, and what not — I may say 
all the grandees of the North— were here ; and a 
dinner fit for King George and all his Parliament 
was a-dressinff for them; and while all was fun 
and fiiss within, it was rather rough work outside. 
That smooth, green, silky sea t&re now before 
you, on a December night, When the north-west 
'gale sets in, has another gUess' appearance/ beating 
and lashiujg the coast hi a terrible passion, ana 
' rattling about' these efd walls. But who cared for 
all that .^— *its grey stone3> sure, were accostomed 
to such peltings — all was quite natural to Uieni' ; 
^ so no one minded what was a-@oij|g (A withodtf^— 
it might be a sea-boat'« bosiness— Sat what was it 
to the castle of Dunluoe^ So the piper was nier« 
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tj^ in fte'liidl^ tmd'tke eo<^ stewing Awsyin ^ 
lotclien ; andas there were-as'many disheB ito be 
dressedas ifaere are days in the year, Why a tinker 
'was sitting in yonder window, mending the kettles 
and tmifderinn the pots and pan»^when, aU <$f a 
sndden, a rm of' the tempest came on, and then a 
~era<A:, as ff all the cannons in Colerain were firing 
'-^nd^ "Without a moment'fl notice, kitchen and 
cook, taUeand dresser, aU the meat and all. the 
maids in -the place, went down awfdlly into the 
'howling ocean—^^nd not a soul or a thing remain- 
ed, but the poor tinker who sat in yonder windoii", 
and it is called the tinker's window to this day. 
I need not tell you how the grandees tucked up 
tbeir akirts, and got on firm land as fast as possi- 
'Ue, lest they should follow the poor cook, and 
leed the'fi^be^ : and so Lady Margaret moved off 
with all bastej and fixed heroelf at Gkusarm ; and 
. after a time the roofs here fell in, and the i^aee 
hasL remained the rnin'that you see it, erer since."* 

There is a most - delightful . prospect on every 
aide-m these. ruins, around wnich the waves of 
the Adantic at times roll with great violence— 
the entire isihore being studded with huge rodc^> 
over . whidh the sea: breaks most ftuioasly. 

At the land jride aa verv considerable area is co- 
vered with bniHings, >«rnich were at one p^iod 
auRouffded by massive walls, supposed ^ to have 
been ooeupied by the soldiers w men-at-arms who 
wei^ letaUied m the defence ei the castle. It 
WHS, from time to time, the scene of several rather 
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important exploits. Having been taken firom the 
McQuillans 07 the McDonnells, who were settlers 
from the Scottish coast* — ^from them again it was 
wrested by the English, in consequence of their 
haying ta&en up arms against the British crown, 
during the rebellion in the North. It was seyeral 
times captured and recaptured ; and. in 1584, be- 
ing again in possession of one of the McQuillans, 
was not .surrendered until a part of its walls had 
been battered down by the artillery of Sir John 
Perrott. In the following year it was again lost 
to the English, by the treadiery of the guards : — 
'c Sir John haying placed a pensioner, caUed Peter 
Cary, to be constable of it, with a ward of sixte^i 
soldi€ars, thinking him to be of the English pale or 
race; but afterwards found that he was of the 
^Carews in the north. This constable, zeposine 
trust in those of his country and kindred, had 

fatten some of them unto him, and discharged the 
nglish soldiers unknown to the D^uty : two of 
these haying confederated with the enemies, drew 
lip fifty of them in the night, by ropes made of 
withies. Haying surprised the castle, they as- 
saulted a little tower, wherein the constable was, 
and a few with him ; they at first offered them 
life, and to put them in any place, they would de- 
aire, {for so had the traitors conditioned with them 
before ;) but the constaUe, willing to pay the price 

* '* Tbe orii^nal lord of tins ciMle and Iti territories was 
•an Irisk chief, called M'Qail|a% of wbqm little Is known, 
except that, like most of his coaatrymen, I16 was hospita- 
ble, brave, and improTident, invariably allowing the Scots 
to groW in strength, until they contrived tp beat him out 
of aU hu po88«psioiis,''i^i7am. Jnt. 
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of Mb folly, chose ratiier to forego his life with 
the place in very manly sort, than to yield unto 
any snch conditions, and was skin."* 

It Afterwards came again into possesnon of the 
English, and was retamed as a garrison by the 
crown, to be so used when necessary. It conti* 
nned, howerer, for a nnmber of years the resi- 
dence of the Antrim family, to whom it belonged> 
in virtue of an intermarriage with some of the 
M'QuiHan fdmily. 

Proceeding to Coleraine, about one mile from 
Dunhice, the ruins of the old castellated mansion 
of Ballymagarry will be observed to the right. It 
was also for many years the residence of the An- 
trim faimily. One mile from this, at a place call- 
ed Craig-a-huller, there is a very beautiful ba- 
saltic colonnade ; and here, too, some fine speci- 
mens of the comua ammonis are found among the 
rocks. Three miles and a half from this, is the 
town of Ccderain; to which place, it will be recol- 
lect^, we accompanied the tourist by the moun- 
tain road, through the interior of the country. 

Coleraine is ti good inland town, the second in 
size in the county of Deny. It consists princi- 
pally of one very long street, having in the centre 
a square or diamond, many of ^e houses in which 
are of a very ancient character, having been erect- 
ed in the 3rear 1€K>I. From the principal street 
several smaller ones diverge. In and immediately 
adjoining the town are two Episcopalian churches, 
three Preiibyterian meeting-houses, a place of wor- 
ship belon^ng to the Methodists, and a Roman 

* Life of Sir John Penqtt. 
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Catly>lic chapeL The parish churdL jrtaada at the 
i^^per end of the Main-steet^ mi is surrbimded 
by sycamore trees,, whifih gire it a pleasing ap- 
pearance. The iiuurkefe4iou8e is situated nearly 
i^idway ; aad at the opposite end o£ tbe street a 
irooden hridge crosses the river Bann. ^ There is a 
good deal of Dusiaesa done here in the Hnenr trade;, 
and the saliaon-fisheides in the neighbourhood are 
a considerable source of profit to the proprietors. 

Immediately adjoining the town is Jackson-liaIt» 
the handsome seat of — ^ Jae&son^ Esq. from 
which there i» a most delightful view o£ the Bano^ 
and the surrouading country. 
. There are two Salmon Fisherieis on the river 
Bann, in this aeighbourhood-^the Granaghj about 
a mile below Coleraine^ and the Cutts^ about the 
same distance above it; an inspection of one of 
which would, we think,, prove interestmg to the 
traveller. The Ct anagh is the more important 
fishery ; it emvdoys two sets of men, one foi: the 
night. On either bank of the river, which» at higlr 
water, is nearly three hundred yards broad at tms 
place^ stands a small house for the accommodation 
of the fishermen. Near one of these is an ioe« 
housej baiU of stone, and divided into two com- 
partments^ It has no window, and its arched 
roof is covered over witK sods. The ice is princi- 
pally coUected on some marshy fields in the neigh- 
Dourhoe4<-*but in an open winter two or tlf ee 
cargoes are brought from Greenland. A stranger 
visiting the ice-house during summer, cannot re- 
prew his astonishment when he enters a place so 
chill and dark, and contrasts it with the heat, the 
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fredmess^ and.tbe brilliaQcy> tbat had. sh^d- thfsir 
cheering influences upon the senses withouf. One 
compartinent of the building is used as a place for 
pacKing, 

The. whole of the salmon caught here are taken 
in nets. These nets, are more than the breadth dF 
the river, and deeper than it, eyeri at the highest 
tides. To the lower side' of the net, about five 
feet asunder, are tied white stones, and at every 
twelve or eighteien inches along the upper edge is 
a buoy of cork- wood. Two of these nets are place^ 
across the . river j about eight or ten yards from 
each other. It is not until the net is drawn within 
six or eight yards of the bank^ that any indicatio^ 
oi^ fish ;s perceived. They then begin to jump 
from the water, lashing it so forcibly with their 
tails, that the water becomes muddy, and the fish- 
ermen completely drenched. Nothing can be finer 
than to behold so many fish, individuSly beautiful, 
&awn together into so small a compass, and' mak- 
ing such eflbrts to escape. They sometimes spring 
over the net-— and instances have been known of 
their leaping back. When the fishers have drawn 
the net so close, that they themselves form a cir- 
cle round it, and both the upper and lower edges 
are in their hands, with the fish lying upoii the 
meshes between them, they at once raise the net, 
and thrpw the fish into a large boat which lies at 
hand. The fish are weighed immediately after 
they are taken, and if the packingrboxes be ready, 
one row of fish is placed on theii* backs in' the bot- 
tom pf each box, and the remainder of it is filled 
up with ice; the bottoms of the boxes are made of 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



332 OOLBJUIMB. 

tax pieces of narrow boards with a space of an inch 
or two between each of them^ so that any melted 
ice may escape freely. In case the boxes are not 
ready, the nsh are spread upon the iloar of the 
outer compartment of the ice-house^ a layer of ice 
beinff placed between each row; and here they 
quickly acquire all the frigidity of proyisions in a 
Kussian market. 

In the year 1790 the weight of the salmon taken 
at the Cranagh and Gutts exceeded 120 tons — ^in 
1795, 100 tons— in 1798, 108 tons. Several years 
1^ the immense number of 1500 were taken at a 
smele haul, at which time salmon was sold at 
Co^rain and its neighbourhood, for three Earthings 
per lb. It must be recollected, however, that 
then very little fish were exported, and as packing 
in ice was unknown, they were all salted, which 
would diminish very materially the demaaad. In 
1823, the value of the fish taken in two days ex- 
ceeded £400. On the 5th of July, 1^ 400 
salmon were taken at one haul of the nets, wad 
above 350 were taken at the next — the entire 
weight of the fish taken that day being two tons, 
the produce of which, at the average English price 
of Is. per lb. would be £242. 

The annual expense of the Cutts and Crimaeh 
fisheries is from seven to eight hundred pounds. 
Besides the usual wages of Is. Id. per day, the 
fishermen here have, as a perquisite, all the trout 
or flat fish — or, as they term them, ^'flukes"— 
which are taken with the salmon. They wear, 
even in the warmest weather, a great oiat> gene- 
rally fastened with a hay rope about their body> 
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« lettdier apntti like a blKeksmidi/ and a pair of 
-BCdddiiga with the i^t cut off. 

At ^ CiittB the Bairn mns fmning over a 
iedge of rocks. Immediately above this^ serial 
piers of '^tone are buih psu*au6l to each other, in 
tke direction of the current of the river. Between 
the lower end of each of these there are boards 
sloping gradually towards each other^ and leaving 
'oaif fl'sm^ aperture of three 'or four inches for 
the salmon to enter; each of these piers is about 
-six' or eight yards long, and they vre joined to each 
-other, at the extremity opposite to that at whidi 
-the fish enters, by a number of stakes driven down 
'to the bottom of the river, with a space of two or 
: three inches between each of them, through whidh 
'the wafer flows^ — ^the salmon during the fidririg- 
season are all gding up the river, and get- by a 
feap, or succession of leaps, over the ledge of rocks 
•^-^eythen, still pushing forward, enter the en- 
closure, and finding their course obstructed by the 
pallisadoing, endeavour ^to overcame l^is obstacle 
ibo, bv leaping. Although they find it imposn- 
ble'to ao this, they never attempt escape by gmng 
^flbwu' the river, but remain here till tak«i. There 
is one place through whidi the fish are allowed to 
pasff unmolested, and proceed to the Lough, to 
«paiwn. So prolific is the salmon, that the hshers 
wcukte, that for each female they allow to pass 
<«p the river one season, the derive into their nets 
a ton of fish t^ next. 



Retamirig to Colenikie, the tonrist may next 
pvooedd to Dttw4ihiU> distant about six miles' and 
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a half, in tibe diiecdoa of tlie Magiffinii tsooat, 
This will be found rather a enrkma and interest 
ing place, 'finely situated on a wild, rode, rockj 
promimtory of land, which stretcheiB forward in 
a point, to the montJi of Loogh Foyle-^the house 
standing upon a ooHsiderable eminence, an4 the 
grounds immediatelj adjoining being so disposed 
and laid out as to product the best poteible effedfe. 
The house oommands a mamifieent and extensive 
▼iew ; in one direction the MagiUigan strand and 
Inni^owen-head, aud iu another the more pfonp^ 
nent portions ef the Cansewajr coast ttnj be dk» 
tincdj traced. There is a fine cc^lection of pauKt- 
ings here, many of them by the first masters, c«^- 
leOed in Italy and other parts of the Continetit 
of Europe, by the Earl ot Bristol, when Bisliop 
of Derry; besides which, there U an extensive 
and excdknt library. The entire may be view^ 
by any respectable stranger. The houae, which 
is in the fineat style of JUalian ardiitecturf, \i^ 
originally erected by the Bey. D^nitary alluded 
to. It iflt at present the seat tf Sir Harvey Bn^, 
Bart. T%e coast for twelve miles, altho^h wild 
in the extiisaie, presents some very imposing and 
picturesque scenery. Here is one of the most ay- 
tensive rabbit-warrens in the kingdasn ; andajoog 
the coasts in the direction of Solomon's Pox^, ar« 
several caves, formed by the action of i:he Waves* 
The tourist may now either return to Qokmiae* 
and thence to Bel^t, by the line marljyed (^ in 
page 235 ; or, if disposed to extend his tour, he 
may accompany us In a rapid drive ahwg the Do^ 
negal and S^io coasts, passhoig throu^ Bfurnos- 
more Gap, ana visiting by the way ite towns' of 
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DerFy« Strab^mc^^ Penegal^ 3ally8han90Qj and Sli- 
go, jind returning to Dublin by the picturesque 
and romantic shores of Lough Erne^ and througb 
the towns of Enniskillen, Cavan, &;c. As t^hefe 
is nothing particularly worthy of observation oh 
the mail-coach line from Coleraine to Newtownlini- 
avady, the tourist may at once proceed to the lat- 
ter town> which is pleasantly situated on the banKs 
of the Roe, in the midst of a fertile country. 

This town, lying nearly mid- way between Cole- 
raine and Londonderry, has been recently much 
improved — majjy additions liaving been made to 
it. Here are a parish church, four meeting-houses, 
and a Roman Catholic chapel. The market-house 
is an old building in the leading street; but a 
rather commodious rapge of shamble§ and other 
markets were some time since erected in another 
part of the town. There are here two distilleries 
and a brewery. The river is crossed by a neat 
bridge, froi?i which there is a very pleasing view 
Qf '^oe Park, the residence oi Sir P. M'Naghten, 
whieh is well wooded, and kid out with much taste. 
Thare are several other gentlemen's seats and' de- 
mesnes in the neighbourhood, all of which are 
finely planted, ^i\d in a high state of cultiyatiop; 
amo^cst which, on the Coleraine road^ are Striere 
and Fmit-hiU, the former the property of Marcus 
Gage, Esq. the latter that of Marcus M'Causland, 
** q» i-rrVi^ wiother direction stands Baisy-hiU, de- 
_atro% ^situated. 

Not far firom the town lie the ruins of an ancient 
castle, which Ivas formerly the principal rfesidefnce 
of the O'Cah^s, Irish chieftains, who at' one pe- 
riod were -of very considerable importance in the 
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country ;* and to the traveller fond of aatiqiiity 
there are aeveral objects worthy of attention about 
nine miles to the idFt» off the road to Londonderry 
— ^motioularly the ruins of the castle and church 
of bungiven^ both of which were erected j^ mem- 
bers of the ancient family alluded ta Ine road 
firom Newtownlimavady to Dungiven runs through 
a rich^ well«cttltiTated» and in many pbces graotly 

• *« Tboogh the 0*Cahaiis bad acastfe at Dangivea, yet 
the principal residence of the chief was at liinavady « ( Lim 
an Budadhf the dog's-leap,) a delightfal spot ou the, haaha 
of the Roe, about four miles below Dungiveo, where the 
river has sought out a narrow way between lofly and ap- 
proaching rooks ; the situation was happily chosen, and af- 
fords DO mean proof of the taste of these early chieftains.* 
Nature has there so assembled and disposed of her choioetft 
features of wood, and rock, and water, that they coutd de. 
rive or acquire but little aid from art, io heighten the 
charms of the scene. The last considerable chief of the 
O'Cahans, being implicated in treasonable practices with 
O'Nial and O*0onnel, early in the reign of Jimes L wa« 
seised, and his estates forfeited in the year 1607. There 
is a meiancholy Kttle anecdote respecting a member of this 
Allen family, which is well known and attested here, and 
is given at length in the County Survey* -In substance, it 
is this I — The Duchess of Buckingham on her way by Lim- 
avady, in the time of Charles I. was induced byjcttriosily 
to visit the wife of O'Cahan, whose castle was demolisheda, 
and himself banished* The situation of this venerable ma-' 
tron was characteristic of her fortunes t she was discovered 
amid the ruins of her once splendid residence ; thebrokea 
casements stuffed with straw, and a miserable Atn of a few 
branches before her. « Thus lodged the aged wife^ of 
0*Cahan« She was found by her noble visitant sitting on 
her bent hams in the smoke, and wrapt in a blanket.' Such 
are the only fiusts which could be collected concerning the 
former chiets of this country.'*'— S/ol. fiarv. 
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impni^ped oouiitry ; within a short distance of the 
vilkge^ dose to the river^ the beautiful demesne 
of R. Ogilby Esq.--^the luindsome cottage of M. 
King^ &q.— -and, fronting a romantic glen^ the . 
pleasing residence of L. Ogilby^ Esq. '* The old 
castle stands at the head of the town ; it is evi- 
dentlj a bawn built in the time of James I. The 
honse^ which is one hundred and fifty feet long 
and twenty feet wide^ is seated on a gentle slope 
and fronting the south-west^ and having a fosse 
and monnds for a defence in fronts and at either 
end of the building round towers projecting a lit- 
tle, and furnished with loop-holes for musquetry. 
On the north-east are two courts, each fifty yaroa 
in length and forty in breadth, through which is 
the principal entrance; the outer court is sur- 
rounded by a low wall, having a reservoir of water 
within it ; the inner court, which is rectangular, 
is defended by a wall twenty feet high, with em- 
brasures, Ac. and at each angle are square towers 
as flankers : on the inside this wall is strengthen- 
ed by an arched rampart, and runs round threia 
aides of the rectangle. The situation is command- 
ing, and the views around it are truly admirable. 
The old church of Dungiven stands about half a 
mile eastward of the town, and is still, notwith- 
standing its rapid decay, a respectable ruin, a£< 
fording a very respectable testimony to the archi- 
tectural talents of our ancestors. It was the bu- 
ryin^-place of the sept of CCahan, and is still 
more gfenerally used for that purpose than the 
grave^yard at the new church. The len^ of the 
body within is- forty feet, and its width twenty 
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feet.r To tlu» it added the cliancel> tvenl^j^tHH) 
feet loBg by eighteen wide. To the south of the al- 
tar is a sepulchral monument^ adorned with seu^ 
ture of surprising elegance, and in tolerable .pee- 
serration ; witlun a recess of the wall, . at the 
height of two feet horn the ground, is placed hori- 
zontally a large stone, on which the figure of a 
warrior lies at full length ; in front four small up- 
right figures are made to support the superincum- 
bent one ; above the tomb, at the hei^t of nine 
feet, a pointed arch, with a beautifully sculptured 
ornament within it, is still entire enough to slibw 
the correctness of its execution. This momum^it 
is said to belong to Cuinagal, (in Latin Gongalu8>) 
a hero of the (JCahan £am]ly. The only entrance 
into the church at present is through a seaaicircu- 
larly arched door, not exceeding five feet in hei^t: 
in tne north side of the main building theire is a 
lofty arch of the same kind betweem the chancel 
and the rest of the church, which is executed with 
admirable symmetry; it is entirely devoid of orna- 
ment ; but the fine structure of the arch, and the 
nice and accurate arrangement and joining of the 
stones which conqxise it,, render it sufficiently 
striking. These are the onl^ arches of the Saxon 
or Roman form in the builwig-^aU the wiii<fows, 
&c. have the pointed Gothic chaxaeter;. these is, 
however^ a peculiarity respecting tiie windowci, 
which deserves to be noticed : the east window, 
and idl those wiithin the chancel, are o£ tt^ ancient 
narrow cqnstruction^ whioh, before thejutriodoo- 
tion of glass, were contrived to admit ^the light, 
without leaving inuch open for the>n]tr^<$,io^ ^li^e 
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extenud cold ; but tbe otkers^ which are ia the 
hodf of the churchy are large and opeotj and have 
the remains of handsome stone- worx intersecting 
them, BO that they were evidently intended to he 
covered with glass. There is a deep arched recess 
on each side of the altar, and various sculptured 
ornaments projecting from the walls in several 
places, some of which may have served to support 
imaoes and other superstitious objects, in the clays 
of £u'kne8s and delusion."* 

A regular line o£ raths and Danish farta extends 
An either side the river Roe, the entire way from 
Us source to its junction with the Owan-Keugh ; 
the'comniiunication is thence similarly continued 
up the latter river to its head in fianagher. On a 
hul, about thsee hundred yards eastwsurd of the 
old church, is a large barrow, with an upright 
stone on it, ten feet high : the common people call 
it Glough-Patridc. 

From the various observations we have had occa^ 
don to make, rdajbive to the habits and manners 
of the peasantrv in the districts through which w^ 
have journeyed, the tourist, we should suppose, 
will have been able to form a tolerably correct idea 
on the subject ; but, at the same time, it should 
be recollected, that diose observations more parti- 
euliurly relate to that class which has descended 
from the Scotch and English settlers— there be- 
ing, at jnesent, few, if any, of the aborigines 
t>r the country to be met with in the districts 
lieifetc^re visited. It is a singular fact, however, 

* $tf ti^ioul ^arrey of the ^rkb of Daagimih by the 
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Bs will be seen &om the admirable remarks 8ub« 
joined from the writer in the Survey alluded to, 
that there is not^ perhaps, in any part even of the 
South, a more truly primitive race than that which 
is to be found in the mountains of Dungiven, who, 
although surrounded on all sides by the Scotch and 
English settlers, still retain, in their manners and 
customs, the unvarying stamp of antiquity. 

** The inhabitants of the parish are oividied into 
two races of men, as totally distinct as if they be- 
longed to different countries and regions, and may 
be distinguished by the usual names of Scotch and 
Irish — ^the former including the descendants *of all 
the Scotch and English colonists, who have emi- 
grated since the time of James I. and the latter 
comprehending the native and original inhabitiants 
of the country. The Scotch are remarkable for 
their comfortable housed and appearance, regular 
conduct, prudence and perseverance in business, 
and thdr being almost entirely manufacturers: 
the Irish, on the other hand, are more negligent in 
their habitations, less regular and guarded in their 
conduct, and have a total indisposition to manu- 
facture : both are industrious, but the industry of 
the Scotch is steady, patient, and directed with 
great foresight ; while that of the Irii^ is rash, 
adventurous, and variable: both are extremely fru- 
gal and simple in their ordinary food ; but the ad-i 
vantage arising from this is' often lost to the IrisH> 
by their extravagance at fairs, tvakeis, and merry-< 
makings, an indiscretion of which the Scotch are 
seldom guilty. It is a matter of fkot. also, diat 
the state or condition of the Scotch ll gradtfdly 
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progressive, while that of the native Irish is in 
general stationaij and unchanged. This inferiori- 
ty of the native inhabitants is not to be ascribed 
either to their religion or to the effect of restrain- 
ing laws ; but it may with more justice be attri- 
buted to the remains of barbarous tastes and ha- 
bits derived from their ancestors, which all the 
arts of civilization have not been able entirely to 
remedy or overcome. The natural genius of the 
inhabitants of this part of the country may be 
divided by the same line as their occupations and 
languages ; but as in the former case the super!* 
ority of the Scotch was manifest, so in this the 
advantage are altogether on the side of the native 
Irish. The inhabitants of the low-lands are in 
general an educated people-^that is, they can al* 
most all read and write, and understand a little of 
^thmetic; but it is very rare to meet among 
them any traces of remarkable talent, either for 
writing or conversation. Among these, prudence 
and gwMl sense predominate, rather than literary 
taste or lively fancy: but in the mountains^ where 
education does not so generally prevail, the few 
who receive any kind of instruction, surmount by 
ardent zeal and persevering talent every obstacle 
to knowledge, and often arrive at attainments in 
literature, of which their wealthier and- more fa- 
voured neighbours never dream. They have more 
peculiaxly a taste for and facility in acquiring lan- 
guages, which is very remarkable; every one who 
converses with a mountaineer, acquainted with the 
JBnglish language, must be struck with the sin- 
gular jprecision and eloquence of his expressions. 
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which have rather the air of a written ^aa of a 
colloquial style : there is^ too, a natural politeness 
and urbanity in their manner of address^ which 
forms an agreeable contrast to the rough and un- 
gracious stdutation but too common among the de- 
scendants of the Scotch. Even in the wildest 
districts, it is not unusual to meet with good clas- 
sical scholars ; and there are several young moun- 
taineers of the writer's acquaintance, whose know- 
ledge and taste in the Latin poets, might put to 
the blush many who have all the advantages of 
established schools and regular instruction. No- 
thing is more surprising than the sitnilarity of 
manners which exists among the native inhabit- 
ants in every part of Ireland. The same customs 
which prevail m the most unmixed district of the 
South are also to be found in this remote part of 
the I^orth. The poems attributed to Ossian, and 
other bardic remains, are still repeated here by 
the old Senachies (as they are called) with visible 
exultation. They have been handed down, 6*om 
time immemorial, by tradition alone ; nor is it ap- 
parent that they ever existed here in manuscript.* 
The usual hospitality and attention to strangers 
are observable among the Irish here — their attach- 

* *< The maimer of preserving the aoouKacy of tradttioo 
ii siBgidar, aad wortby af notice. In the winter eveniiig'&, 
a nomber of the Senachies frequently meet together^ and 
recite alternately their traditionary stories. If any one re- 

Eeats a passage which appears to another to be incorrect, 
e is immediately stopped, when each gives a reason for his 
way of reciting the passage i the diapnte is then referred te 
a vote of the meeting* and the decision of the majority .iift- 
comes imperative on the subject for the future. Thig plan, 
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ment to tbe^ several &mOies and dms, and tbeu* 
readmess to irevenge any insult offered to tiieiy 
xiame or connections^ also prevaiL The absurd 
custom of showing respect to the dead by mirth 
and merriment has not in the least subsided in the 
mountains. Whenever a person of any respecta->. 
bility diesi two wake-houses are laid out^ m one 
of which is placed the deceased^ surrounded by 
i|^ed persons and near relatives ; in the other are 
assembled all the young people of the neighbour* 
Hoodj who entertain themselves with every species 

fdded by the measore of Ihe poetry, and the music, may 
i^otmt fdr the accurate preservation of these ancient poenis* 
£ight of these have been written down &t my request, by a 
yeniig monntaineer, named Bernard M'Loskie, from whose 
acquaintance with the native traditions, customs, and lan- 

g'nage, the writer derived much assistance in his Survey ; 
e is himself a good Latin scholar, and possesses, by every 
acc<Mlnt« a critical knowled^ of the ancient Irish. A on* 
fions evtdencA of the accuracy of tradition in preserving 
these remains may be noticed*: — Two of the poems tran<* 
scribed, namely, Deirdri (the Darthula of Macpherson) and 
Taitc^ had been already published from southern manu- 
script*, in ar voiame entitled ' Transactions of the Gtelic So- 
eiaty*' This book, which was accidentally in the writer's 
yossesftion, afforded an opportunity of comparing the poems 
taken from viva voce recitation, with the printed copy ; and, 
strange as it may seem, they were found to agree together 
^t9t^ fbi' word, with the eiception, however, of a few lines 
ia DMrdft, and fSiHitretitire stan«as in Tailc, which tbeitvit* 
ten record l»a» crvfdevtVy lost, aiid traditioA pfesejrved. A^ 
pld maur named Molfaolland, who is now the most accarate 
depository of these poems to be met with, continues, at an 
advanced agis, to sing them with enthusiasm and delight. 
A# lher#'i» a separate air for eaoh peem, in which the me>* 
lody is suited to the subject, it is probable that the origi- 
nal music is alao preserved/* — SUU, Surv, 
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of frolic and amusement wbich their invention can 
devise/ It would be difficulty perhaps^ to give a 
better representation of the value they place on 
this strange token of respect, than by the follow- 
ing actual conversation, concerning a person not 
much esteemed in the country, ft was repeated 
to me verbatim, with true Irish vivadly, by a 
mountaineer, from whom I was making some in- 
quiries on the subject. ' Barney, you won't go to 

Billy ^'s wake, sure ?' ' Is it to Billy's ! 

Oh, set him up with mirth at his wake, indeed ; 
let them make mirth at it that think much of him. 
For my part, let him lie there— the less noise 
about him the better.' * Ay, ay, neighbour, the 
less noise about some people the better ; I'll war- 
rant it will be but a poor gatherin'/ ' Gatherin' ! 
it will be no gatherin' at all. O, the deil send 
jokes to such wakes for me i If there be a bit of 
decency or fun about it worth stepping over the 
threshold for, my name 's not Barney Kane.' It 
would be to no purpose to argue against a custom 
which thus gratifies at once the vanity of men and 
their love of pleasure. The Irish cry has not yet 
been banished from the funerals ; and however it 
may offend the judgment, or shock our present 
refinement, its affecting cadences will still conti- 
nue to find admirers, wherever what is truly sad 
and plaintive can be relished or understood."* 

From Newtownlimavady to Londonderry, there 
is a good deal of planting m various directions, and 
sev^cal gentlemen's seats are seen a short distance 

• Statistical Survey of Dusgiven, by the Rev. A. Rom. 
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from the rood^ which nnis nearly the entire way 
close by the banks of the Foyle. Two miles and a 
half from N^wtowndimavady is the neat little vil- 
lage of BaUykelly^ in which are a good churchy 
though rather disproportionate in its dimensions^ 
Anda splendid Presbyterian meeting-house^ built by 
the Lcmdon Fishmongers' Company^ to whom that 
part of t^e country belongs. A short distance 
forward is Walworth, the seat of Arthur Samp- 
«)% EsqL formerly the residence of the Beres- 
ford family, the demesne of which is tastefuUy 

a^ ^ and in excellent order. Near this is^ tiff 
some seat of James Sterling, Esq. 
Although the road from this to l5erry, wears 
rather a [ueasing aspect, the tourist will perceive 
nothing peculiarly worthy of observation, until he 
4arriyes within about two miles of the city, when he 
will observe several very handsome seats and villas, 
finely situated-T-amonjg others the residences of 

Nicholson, ^exander, Haslet, and 

William Bond, Esqrs. — and, as more particularly 
deserving of notice, Ijing not quite a mile from 
the town, the splenmd mansion and pleasure- 

5 rounds of John Rea, Es^. Alderman of Derry. 
ust before entering the city, to the right will be 
seen Brook-hall, belon^ng to Sir George Hill — 
Boom-hall, where the i>ean of Derry at present 
resides — the Farm, the handsome seat of Lady 
Ferguson — and, but a shcHrt way from the bridge, 
the entrance to Chatham, the prc^erty of Captain 
Hea, will be observed to the left. 

The view of the city of Londonderry from a lit- 
tle distance is extremely fine. From the magni- 
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ficent sweep wliieh the Pdyle tdcea a)roti&A h, it 
appears as if standing on an island^ ootoplefed^ s^ 
parated from the mainland. It is tnalt on a loli-^- 
on the very summit of whieh stands the eadiednd, 
with its towering spire^ and is surronnded wiA 
hi^ battlement^ walls^ having the appeaximde 
of a regcdar fDrtiftcation^ from one of the haadoas 
of whi6h rises a handsome column^ eommemorati^ 
of the noble defehce of the dity^ while <m the enter 
side a number of vessels afe seen floating upon the 
Poyle'sbeautifiilly bright waves — presenting in the 
coup d'asi/ a joaost interesting ana highly^onisheii 
picture. The passage to the city across the Poyle 
IS by an uncommonly handsome wooden bridge^ 
one thousand and sixty-eight feet in leng0i^ wd. 
fb^y.in widths constructed in America by Xienuel 
C6X, of Boston^ brought thence in the year V199, 
and opened for passei^gers in l^e year following — 
the expense of it having been npwards bf £ll^m)0. 
In order to allow the pass^ of vessels up aifd 
down the river, there is a drawbridge nearly mid- 
way, which is worked by machinery of rather a 
curious construction, and on either jside there iera 
footway for passengers, along whi<^ a niimbw of 
lamps are ranged — the entire presenting a very 
pleamng appearance. FrcHu no |dace ih&t we kmw 
of will the tourist be able to form so jnst an idea 
of the inantter in which the totms ^d cities of tiiis 
country were fortified in former times-^as the 
walls, thoa^ built in the year 1^61 7> are still in 
pierfect repair. They cbnsist of a thick rampart 
of earth, laced with stone, and "flaaiiked witiii' bas-* 
tions— a parapet breast-high ruaning^ round them. 
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ThjBy are from fourteen to thirty-seven yards in 
Iveadth^ and from twenty to twenty-five feet in 
height. Within the walls are foiir main streets, 
and at the termination (^ each a massive archway 
an^ gate, to two of which jwrtcullises were .at- 
tach^. The main streets within the walls are in- 
tersected by numerous lesser streets and lanes-^- 
'the houses, which are built of brick, being gene- 
rally of a good description. Outside the walls 
there are a number of other streets, principally 
composed of houses of a middling ana poor de- 
scription—a few of a better class being observalde 
in different directions. 

The centre of the town forms a hind of diamond 
or square, in the middle of which stands the cor- 
j)oration-hall, the lower part forming a reading- 
room and library, and the upper apartments being 
used, not only as a place of meeting for the cor- 
poration, but occasionally as public assembly and 
ball rooms. The cathedral, which we have allud- 
ed to as standing on the summit of the hill, is a 
grand Gothic structure, turretted and embattled, 
and having a very handsome spire. Not long 
since, some judicious improvements were made as 
to its general appearance : the angles are furnish- 
ed with octagon cupolas, and display considerable 
taste ; on the eastern end there is a cross, after 
the manner of the Roman Catholic chapels. The 
inside is neat, if not elegant ; some of the banners 
taken at the time of the siege may be still seen 
waving over the altar. It has ten fine-toned bells, 
and an excellent organ. In the grave-yard which 
surrounds it, and which is kept in good order. 
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there are several yery neat jnoiuimeiit8''-iUHie ef 
them^ however^ possessing anj thing particularly 
wcftthj of notice. In Bishop*street, immediate^ 
adjoining the churchy is a very elegant SesdoDS- 
house^ erected on an Athenian models haring a 
▼ery handsome front, \dth a grand pocticei, sup- 
ported by four massive fluted pillars, and on the 
top, finefy sculptured on stone, the king's arms, 
supported on the right and left by emblematical 
flgures of mercy and justice. This Is decidedly 
a beautiful building, but it is badly situated for 
effect, the space in front being by far too- oon-r 
fined to shew it to advantage. At the opposite 
side of the street stands the bishop's palaee> a 
large, handsome, modern edifice; in the rere of 
which is a garden of considerable extent* 

A short distance from this, on one of the bas^ 
tions of the wall, stands an el^ant monnment, 
recently erected to the memory of the Revl George 
Walker, the heroic defender of the city, when l^ 
sieged by a numerous army in 1689. It i$ a hand* 
some fluted pillar, resting on a plinth and pedestal, 
and surmounted by a fim-length figure ot the in- 
dividual whose braverj it commemorates. The 
jail, which stands outside the walls, at the upper 
end of Bishop-street, is a substantial and very 
ornamental building, battlemented, and having 
handsome octagon wings. Among the other pul^ 
lie edifices, the theatre and the Imen-hall may be 
mentioned ; but they are not of Budk a character 
as to require description. 

The walls, rather more than a msle in circum- 
ference, and forming a noble terrace^ -aie resorted 
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JVwn thence^ in various -dirtetaons, a numbor of 
tihe mo«e {n^lMmqne aad ^digbtfo]. views iii/e«et 
4Ae fsi/m. HSitrildiiig «t th^ base of the mewunent:^ 
.fleveiiftl o£ tiieidemeiiMa aad villas^. wUch we ha^e 
^hen^y iwticed ^m csur route from Newtownlima- 
Tadf^ appear to great advantage; besides which 
the obsenrer will £rom this point readiljr distiof 
^Lish, OB the hill soothwweat of the Foyle^ th^ 
XHooeBaat School-^the Chapel of Ease^ a n^at small 
edifice^ recently finished — ^the Infirmary and Fever 
-Hotpitel ; and dose to the banjcs of the riv<er, the 
imsmc Asylum, abuildinff exaelly similar to thaib 
whMh we Boticed in speafcing of wlfast ; while a 
«faoKt way further on is seen Bo<mi*hall, so called 
;£r0m the.cnvbnmstance of Its having been the place 
.^rom whrnnce the boom was thrown across the river, 
Jn orderito fivevidnt jrelief being a&rded |o the in^ 
JbabatBiita dinriog the siege in 1689. In addition 
.«to*tbe t^ayities'alrettdy tiefdced, there js a well«>re« 
gidated Hetidieity Inatituiioii, b€)3ides otimr so- 
icietaes fiir tiie xdief xif the sick and ^idigent. Th^ 
<plaQSB of ^MOBship ace, besides the cathedral, two 
■^apcb ai ease,rtfaree Preslqrtedaa, one Independ- 
>eiit, and twot Methodist meeting-luMiaesj and one 
fiomaa Oartafe chapel, 'ihea^eets^ firom having 
'lnBeii secNitly 'Maoafiamis^, are in some iplaoes in 
rather bad condition. The town is lighted vnth 
-gas.. ... • •• . - 

fiUpfHog of six Im&drad tons biudencan, at 

siiriiig tides, come up to tibe qaays ; and it is gra« 

.lafyi;(\g |;o perceive' that some commodious ware- 

. hjHwasjhfivje tjB0f9tly been erected along the banks 

• x 
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of the river^ and that in this Erection there are at 
the present moment several excellent dwelling- 
Lousesj with extensive stores^ in ih^ coarse of be- 
ing erected. Indeed^ from every a]:mearaiM3e, we 
should be inclined to suppose that this citj is ris- 
ing considerably in importance as it regardsr mer- 
cantile and otli^r pursuits. There is a good deal 
of business transacted here^ in the export ^f linen 
clothe linen yam^ and provisions. There *aFe abe 
several very respectable concerns engaged in the 
import trade. 

In the beginning of the seventeenth century 
Sir Henry Dockwray founded the city of IiOiidoii«> 
derry^ from which time it was e^eemed a phiee of 
considerable importance : we find, however, tnen- 
tion made of it in history so early as 546, In 
"the rebellion of 1^06 it was surmised, and the go<- 
vernor. Sir George Powlett, with the entire gar- 
rison, put to the sword. Three years after this, 
king James made a grant of it, together with 
210^000 acres of land to various companies in the 
city of London, on the condition that they shoiiM 
fortify Derry and Goleraine, and also ooloniee the 
country with English settlers — from which circum- 
stance the former place derived its name. It has 
been rendered notorious, on aooountof the very 
memorable siege* which it sustained against tiM 

* ^* Derry being considered as the place where the arms 
of James were likely to meet with the greatest restitaacey 
he determined^ after Taiionscoiisiitiations,, to lea4 hit forces 
(cofwisling of S0,000 men) in perpon to the walls. The 
city contained near 40,000 peraons, and from these were 
chosen eight regiments, consisting of 7,361 comlwtluitSy 
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amiieft of James 11. in 1688, wU^ eontinoed for 
105 days^ during which period the inhabitants 

nol hwUiif eren one welUmonnted cannon, not one graindey. 
DO ongiMor, no knowledge of tactic** no person of skilly 
moan ffDrtiiicationi« scanty stores for subKistence, but all 
Mumnted with the- sacred love of civil and religious liberty. 
George Walker, a Protestant clergyman, was chosen go* 
vemoi': this divine distingnished himself by the intrepidity. 
Of bis spirit, and the judiciousness of his.arrangements & he 
lefl no expedient untried to animate hit fellow- soldiers ta 
the delisnee of the last retreat of the friends of William. 
He appealed to their religious feelings, and boldly called 
upon them to defend their free constitution against the 
threats of despotism. Eighteen clergymen of the Church 
of England, and seven Dissenting ministers, shared the 
dangers of the tiego, and harangued their flocks» Every 
effort which ^uman courage or the military knowledge of 
that day could suggest, was adopted to force the gallant 
men under the command of Walker to surrender ; every 
privation wu borne by the besieged with a fortitude that 
challenges our credulity t and the most desperate expe- 
dientaof the. Irish commanders Nvere defeated by a heroism 
which is not surpassed in ancient or modern days." The 
following market prices, from Walker's Diary, testify the 
extent of their rafferings from famine, and the degree of 
heroism whieh animated them in their refusals to surrender ; 
Horsoi flesh, each poaad, one ^hilling and eight-pence— a 
quarter of a dog, fiittened by eating dead bodies, five sbiU 
lings and six-pence— a dog's head, two shillings and six* 
penee-'^a cat four shillings and sixpence--a ret, fattened by. 
etttiiig ^maa flesh, one shilling*— a mouse, six-pencor- a, 
pound- of gteavee, one shilling — a pound of tallow, four 
shillings — a pound of salted hides, one shilling — a quart of 
horse blood, one shilling — a handful of sea-wreck, two- 
pence-- the same quantity of cluckenweed, one penny.-* 
8oon affllBr, this brave garHson was relieved by tbe-^pre*. 
smee of an English convoy, who succeeded in entering the 
diy, and-sttpplying (he almoet exhausted inhabitants with 
every necessary they re<^r»d. A boom* fofmed of wpod 
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TVtre Mdttded to bm eitt»m of nMrjr tkflklntt 
▼617 few j^iuraUeis e»teasin.tii« vecqidrof civ^ waiv 

afid iroA« liod 'btfen plseedf atfross' tUe ilimry in iorde^ i« ob- 
trract Aiiy'tliipi orv^sMifrMnapprdwIli'Mf.io the qmif^ Cm 
Ae S8A Of ^ff, ««ro rAsaels, the Mmm^ of LMiW4kdei*y 
Mfd ifce^ntanifto •f ColerftiiM, aoAvitiyodhltf tlM i)imMii<Mi 
ftt^tte. were obMfvM^ t<r AppttiMtoh* The eneiay fire^ iiii> 
cessantty oq the ships firam the fppf of CnhDore, and from 
both sides of the river as fbey mailed wp^ and ,the reiOttiiB 
i^re nalde ^iih tfact ^MiivBet burftwiy andk ^roct; Tfafty 
pasbed the fbrf witboat suetaluio^ any aAaMiial. ivimf^ owl 
life e<peotatioB9 of the betiafed tese into IraospiMrts of joy; 
^hich waa almost uistaataBeOusly sulceeeded bf despair* 
^hen the Mountjoy, repelled by the boom, wAs run eem- 
jj^letely aiground, aii^ the eteasy t who had 'crowded in muU 
^tudet to the waier tidoy ndeed'a lovd bnzBa^riiidUiiiicbod 
fbeir boats to- board hen The terror which prevmled.a* 
Irhe city ftt this momant is not to be described. '.The oHoIti* 
f udes oh the walls stood petrified inr the . silent, algony of 
^riefy too s^at for tftt^Mnce $ a faint and shrill cry from 
a few yrOm^tt and dfaildre» alone broke <ho dreadfal ellenee^ 
4a it lidded to the hofvortfo^ thai aeeno^ The pattldl iodisi^ 
tSoos p^ fea^ suddenly dnatopearing • Waa socoeeded by dark'* 
liess of colour like that wnich marks the countenano^. stfte 
by the light of solphoreons flames. ^ Alt features gathered 
bladcitesS,* and t ho generil desfNttdency was a* ita graateat 
Height, when tho Momitjoy fired a biDadsid»at tbooiieiny* 
rebounded from the ilioro, and the reacijoii 6f tha vaM«i}# 
aided by the saddeo swell of the rising tide,; floated ber 
a'gain iUio the deep water ia the channel^ and she paased 
ifp the liver, having prevoHMHy broken th4l boom acrosa. 
The besiegets retirod ia desplilr towarda Btfabate. ;afl«r 
Ibsiog 8,00d men by the &word, and by various diseases* . lA 
a siege of K)5 days' duraAionv 

* Walker, In hi^ accooat of the siege, says-^* TMs relief 
arrived faeli^ to the fnexprcsaible jpy andtriiitsport of oat 
disfressi^d gtrHson, for we oiily reckoned upon two day a of 
life. W^ had only rfiae leart horses left« aOd one pint ^ 
iheal to^ach mai. Hoager aild ^tigne of war had so pre- 
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"I%e tourist desirous of r^sreating himsdif fet a 
few days, will now have an excellent opportunity, 
as there are several very pleasant drives in the 
immediate vicinity of the town, by the shores of 
Lough Foyle and Lough Swilly — and the most sy 
•of any; perhaps, is that in the direction of Bqb« 
crana^h, along the banks of the latter lough. Bal« 
lymagard, the property of Captain Hart, is a fin^ 
old mansion, around which there is a good deal of 
planting ;— ^nd at Gulmore Fort* an ancient pier 
that runs out into the river, on the extremity 
of which are the remains of an old tower or batte^ 
ry. The lands adjoining are the property of Ge- 
neral Hart, as Governor of the Fort, tie resides 
bowBver at Kilderry, a fine demesne, situated 
near Muff. In preceding towards the village of 
Buncranagh, for the first three or four miles there 
is nothing particularly interesting, in addition to 
what may be se«a £rom the waUs or suburbs dT 
the city ; but, having once arrived on the borders 
of the lough, the scenery will be found to possess 
that richness and softness of character, for whic^ 
the lake scenery in England is so remarkable; 
with this difiference, that here numerous boats and 
vessels give life and interest to the landscape. The 
hills which border the lough, are in general culti- 

vailed among us, that of seven thousand five hundred men 
regimented at the commencement of the !(iege, we had now 
aUve bat about four thoui*and three hundred, of whoo) at 
least one-fourth part were rendered unserviceable/' — 
Hittory of Ireland, and Qraham*8 Siege of Deny. 

* An account of the perfidious manner in which an Irish 
chieftain obtained possession of this fort has been given at 
page 310. 

x2 
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tated to their stnnmits — ^their fihe^ iii^> greeil Cint 
strikingly reliered by the dark shadings 4f the 
Donegal mountains, whieh^ running alons in a 
continuous chain, form a noble back-aground to the 
iBcene. 

\ Bnncranag^ is a imall fishing-towA or village^ 
about twelve miles from Derry, up Loil^h ISwiU^, 
^markable only for its finti sitnatioik. Between 
live and six miles froih thii lies the isLemd of Indk, 
supped to contain liearly 2000 acres, and whidi, 
£rom beiiig oompietely clad with the riehest n/t^ 
dure, we shouldx suppose to consist of a fihe, ridi, 
^ healthy soil. On the island are a church vkA small 
Presbyterian meeting-'faouse ; a ferry from Fidian 
to Rathmallen, three miles wide, ptoses its nortl^ 
ern end. 

*rhe tourist who may have suftoient time ^ 
sparry and who is deamms of viewing some.fte r«de, 
roHMmtio, atid wild aoenery as can be met with in 
this or any other country, and at the same time of 
having his nerves braced by healthy exercise; and 
■a free e^rposure to the smart though wmiA brtfeaes 
whi^ in general como £nmi the Auantic duri^ 
the summer months, may contimie his eteahamx 
ad Hbitimi visiting, on the orie side of 1^ "^oa^, 
the wilds of Innishowen, so far fiuned for the miail-> 
tity and quality of the illicit whiskey produced 
among its mountain fastnesses ; andi.cpti the other, 
wanderii^ acrosi immense sandy d^ertt, ov tiac* 
ing, along the highlands of Donmi), the numonms 
3o¥ely little lakes, with thdr w^-wodded iSfanfls, 
which present themselves in every direction, as px 
almost as the extreme point of ftorfi littsd and 
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from tbence jpfoeaediBg to the Bonm, rediflrkiiUe 
alike fior ihm nstire -mLio&m, and the hospitality 
of the mhabitants to saeh strangen as may occff- 
sioHally yidt the nearly uninhabited rcigians in 
their neighbourhood. The followmg truly graphic 
alEelch fn this extraocdiiiary district of country is 
condraMd from the interesting ▼elume to which 
we havo abeady had oceans to refer.* Hating 
reai^iod 8trahane^ the author says*^'^ About £omt 
<Adedk in the evening I hired a jaunting-oar to 
carry mo into tibe highlands of Donegpol^ a distsaoe 
of about twenty«two miles; and late dt n%ht I 
^orived at my £riend's house^ after travelling kkmg 
rosids almost impassaUe> over hills almost inacces* 
siUe, epsty ligature and joint of my poor body 
nearly jaunted into dislocation. However^ cordial 
ho^xUntyi a soft bed^ aud a day's quiet, repaired 

♦ *• Sketches in Ireland, by the Rev. GsBsar Oiway,'*— 
a little volume which contains the only accurate hiformation 
'relative to this wild though inteTesting country that hai 
yet been laid before the fi^lic. In it there are severtil 
veey amosiog snecdotea, highly characterittic of the man- 
ners and habits of the people -one, especialty, of a ganger, 
.who, having several informations against the parish rala- 
tive fo smuggling, which were to be proceeded opon ait the 
'assises ensuing, was blindfolded, carried off to a distant 
Island, and there well fed and safely kept for Mveral ^eeks, 
until the trials had termiaated, aiid all fear of eonviotion was 
over, when, being again blindfolded, he was taken to tbe 
mainland, placed on a pony, and aftefr travelling by a cir- 
cuitous reste, was .safely set down close io the identical spot 
froBB whence « several weeks previous, be had been taken — 
• mucb to his own satisfaction, and to the gneat deligVt «f H* 
friends, who had given up all hopes «f ever 9^ng Mm 
again,' «uppo8iRg him to have been w^laid and murdesed 
by mtue of thoid t^niut wfiom he hsd obtsln^^a Ihfi iiilSpr< 
mations. 
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nod re rt pared me to £tf as to ensbk us to b^n-oar 
excuxsum and jmimirtaiii rambler The twley in 
whieh my friend's glebe-Iiouse lies isiiinatei^ Inr 
two beautiful rivers, which, having wocked their 
way and escaped. £rom the mountains, here jda 
and expand into abroad lake, interspersed with 
islands, and surrounded by hills of the most^itipt 
and varied forms. Directly behind the house vose a 
mountain, the loftiest of the chain, bare and ragged 
-^its sharp, white, silicious peaks glittering in the 
sunshine. A broad road led up the hill, which my 
friend informed me was, until lately, the o«ly pass 
that led from Dublin or Derry to Ards, Dunmn- 
a^y, and the whole north-western coast of D011&- 
gaL The mountain rose like a wall before us — 
yet up that wall the road valiantly climbed ; the 
ponies tailed up it, panting and perspiring ;; — ^it 
must be a pretty experiment for a carriage to ven« 
ture on; and, to mend the matter, the road is 
constructed as a hard causeway, every stone com- 
posing it as large as a quartern loaf. We at 

length reached the top of the mountain-ridge; 
ftnd suddenly turning the point of a cliff that 
Jutted out and checked the road, we came ainmptly 
mto a hollow something like the crater of an ex- 
tinct volcano, which was filled almost entirely by 
a lovely lake, on the right hand side of which rose 
the highest peak' of the mountain, while on the 
left a feir verdant bank presented itself, courting 
the traveller to rest, after winding his toilsome 
way up the long ascent, into this peaceful and un- 
expected retreat The waters of the lake, of 

the colour and clearness of the sky, were ' 
« Blae— darkly, deeply, beautifully blue.' 
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Yim aoM look donm abutidrad fetllMau 'deop,. and 
stiU ^eo ao bottom: soeckled XxwatB, flo»tinff at 
immense depths, seemea as if they soared in eUier. 
Ascending a ridge or rim, as I may call it, ef tke 
eup (NT crater in which we were embosomed, all of 
a suddeii the most magniiceoi prospect that ever 
met my eye presented itself^the whole range oC 
the northern ooaat ef Donegal. Seemiimly be^ 
neath yenr fieet, bat really some miles' oi^ lay the 
expanse of the Atlantic Oeean, like einnity be- 
£are ye^, over wUeh fiascy ikw, md almost imM 
peDsd yon to stretch your eyee to oateh a glunpse 
of America. Some lea|^es out at aea, bat appn* 
rently within your grasp, lay Terry Island,*. ris« 

. * ** It i< nbout twelve miles from thote^ and it an inter- 
estinff tpot. Here are the ruiot of a fortregs, erected by 
Erick of the Red Arm, etae of the Norwe^fan sea-lordtf, 
whose rovin; rale extended areiind tlMae itiee oAd ceastt^ 
Here it elto a tower auA' cliureb, ballt \y et. Celomkill* 
and a portioo ef the cbarch-yard it dedicated to aoaae an* 
cient taints, his followers, who are there interred^ 'fbe 
people of tne islaad seldom come to t^e mainland. A fisb- 
in^-boat, containing ierett or eight men, was lafelv driren 
by stfest ef weather into Ardt Bay« aad the wind for tome 
dayt coMiiiHMid so diree4ly ccmtiary'^ thai tfkcfy oeutd not 
Tentnre to return to their island* Mr. Stewart of Arda 
gave these poor people shelter in a large barn, and sup- 
pHed them with plenty of food, and fresh straw ia lie on ;-r 
iH4i ene of these peo0e were eiMr in IfcAand before f^tiie 
treet of Aidt ctetilaUy astcmished then— ^tbey w^re seeD 
putting leaves and small branches in their pecketa, to show 
on their return. Mr. Stewart had the good nature to 
procui^e a piper for their amusement— and all tbetiipejthe 
wind was contrary (.hese harmless people continued ciancing, 
singinf t eatliig, sleeping— a picture of savage life in et^ry 
age and clinie.'^ 
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ing out of the deep like a castellated and fortified 
city; lofty towers, church spires, battlements, bas- 
tions, batteries, presented themselves, so strangely 
varied and so fantastically deceptive were its cuffs. 
Jutting out far into the ocean, lay the promontory 
of Horn-head, so called from a cliff at its extreme 
point, where it fronts the Atlantic, having the 
form of a horn ; * a place which in I^agaii times 
might have been consecrated to the worship of the 
horned Ammonic Jupiter. Nearer, but still along 
the coast, lay the grand and extensive demesne of 
Mr. Stewart, uncle to Lord Londonderry, a place 
perhaps unique of its kind, and of immense ex- 
tent. Nearer yet, as from our magnificent standi 
f ng we seemed like visitors from another world 
looking down on the incumbent coast, stood Dow 
Castle, northward of which lay the Sands of Rosa- 
penna, a scene that almost realised in Ireland the 
sandy desert of Arabia ; a line of coast and coun^ 
try extending from the sea deep into the land, 
until it almost meets the mountain on which we 
stood, and exhibitlnff one wide waste of re^ sand; 
for nules not a blade of grass, not a partide of 
verdure'—hills and dales, and undulating swells, 
sntooth, soMtary, desolate, reflecting th^ sun from 
their polished surface of one uniform and flesh- 
like hue.* Fifty years ago this line of coast wa9 
as h^hly im^Nroved in its way as Ards, (m the opi- 
posite Bide of l^e bay, now is : it wad the miich- 

*^I hdvd been informed by a friend resid^t in the 
ntighboalCliood of Rosapenna, that the blowing otthh sand 
to its preflient extent may be attributed to the intrdduction 
of rabbitty that were permitted to increase, Aid tbeir bar- 
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ornaxn^nt^d detnesn^^ and contained the 0Qmf(«ta« 
ble mansion^ of Lord Boyne^ an old-fashioned ma* • 
norial house, and gardens^ planted and laid out in 
the taste of that time^ with avenues, terraces, 
hedges, and statues, surrounded by walled parksj 
and altogether a first rate residence of a nobleman — 
the country around a green sheep-walk. Now not 
a vestige of this to be seen ; one common waste of 
sand-^one undistinguished ruin covers all. Where 
is the house ? under the sand — ^where the trees, 
the walks, the terraces, the green parks and sheep 
walks ? all under the sand. Lately the top of the 
house was vjsible, and the country people used to 
descend by the roof into some of the apartments 
that were not filled up ; but now nothing is to be 
seen. The Spirit of the Western Ocean has risen 
in his wrath, and realised here the description 
Bruce gives of the moving pillars of sand in the 
deserts of Sennaar; or it recals to miemory the 
grand description which Darwin gives of the de- 
rowing distarbiogr the bent grasft which kept thesaod down ; 
the tremendous weitt and north-west winds on this coast be« 
Ipin* and have continued to operate with ineriaaaiogf mis- 
chief. At Rutland, in that district of Donegal called the 
Rosses, there was expended, about forty years a^fo, the 
snro of j^30,U00, which expenditure was defrayed partly by 
grovemment and partly by the landlord, the Marquis of 
Conyniphaaiy ib order to create a town end fishing establisfa* 
menton a coast that teemed with berrings. It ia a euriooa 
- fsct, that the year after these buildings were erected and 
aU the exfieiise incurred, the herrings deserted the coast % 
-and what is equally SHrpdsing— the saads begaa toblow^ 
and now large rangea of lofty bnildiogSy three or four 9io>» 
ries high* are covered on the aea side with sttd s yon caa 
walk up to the ridge-poles of the roof^'* 
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fltruetioii of the army <fi CtmihyB&i iR ^He Ndbian 
desert* Notbiii^ indeed, eaa exceed the tHntrjr 
horrors of the north-westerly storm^ when it sets 
in on this ooast^-^ind its force has been for the last 
half century increasing. The Atlantic tifirsting 
in, mountain-high, along the cliffs— the spray fly- 
ing over the barrier mountain we were stancyng 
upon, and falling mil6s inland, the sand sleeting 
thicker and more i;itolerable than any hail^storm^ 
•filling the eyes, i;)aouths, and ears of die inhabit- 
ants^^levelling ditches, overtopping wallii, and 
threatening to lay not only tlosapenna, l^nt the 
whdle^ line of coast, at some not ver^ distant pe- 
riod, in one coinmoh waste and ruin ; end, to in- 
crease the horrors of the tempest, M'S^ne's^un* 
is heard firing nature's signal of distress, and the 
report (heard twenty or thirty miles ihlsUid) an- 
nounce^ that earth and ocean are labouring 'm the 
hurricane. After lodking alobg the coa^, and sa^ 
tidying your eye with its varieS <$utline&, you may 
take a view in another direction; to the south- 
west, towards the immense precipitous mountain 

j*< M'SwHie'aGun isAnatonU pheooiRaeBpa on the t09»U 
caqsed by a borizoiital eayem HiaatDy for mtpy yards iiii-> 
-d^rthe «Uff, fi»ia wttemae a peffeBdi«iJi|u-..ihtft nam t» ^Ifae 
ifnifooe. /!rkmpM4kaUr«p9mt)its,fflp«ii;to.t)K^»«cilb-fi«st^ 
jMkd wben ^he i9m9mi a%l».4niUm»^^t qnuUif^ tli« j^«r«i 
|l>ro»8,tba^««wUbij«n^iid9n8.p9fiieriolo ike c^r^r^, aAd 
whenever ih% gale is uio&t fltf«l,.axid an i«ifiieiiae surfe baats 
|«, vp^iestha^ water tfafa««l^i^.|^«^^w»di«t«larflUli^t Ukfi 
ik»: iGaiaar 9#i9iig>la Ja<lBiuir<aQPDa> huiHtoto «f fi|»t. ^§||, 
4p6p«ipmied. k^ a jncmorli Jltfvdar. 44k»o ^aiiy. §t9i», nf artill»fy « 
{PAd.the ^bQt lof M'liwuiaV fitin is iMitvtM ii» li^va: baap 
heard in the city of Devry." 
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calfed Mnckish^ «o named fioiii its resemblaiioe to 
a pig's jbackt^-iiDt a fat pig of the Berkshire of 
Cheddte breeds but a rigat M Irish pig^ with a 
Jhigh and sfaaip huok, every artiisulatitm of the 
l»^-bone prominent and bristled. I think it is 
one of the hi^eaitr^if not the highest — ^mountains 
in Ireland. To the south lay an ixnmense mass of 
mountains^ stretching toward Done^ Bay> over 
Irhich^ risinff above the rest in conical eletation^ 
stood Anigut^m comparison ^th which the hill 
oirer Powersoburt is btit a grocer's sUgMTfloaf; and 
i^tillnore distant to the 8oathf>-east ky themoun-* 
tains of Bamosmoie, in which is the celebrated 
defik--«f it the Scalp in the county Wicklow is 
indeed b«t a very miniatnre representation. Bnt 
directly under .us was a most curious picture to be 
seea^ the mountajn on which we stood, as it de-» 
■scended to the west, presented sundry shelves or 
▼aliens, in each of which lay a ronnd and beauteous 
lake. These tarns looked like mirrors set in the 
mouiitaia's side to reflect the upright sun; aad 
£ive or six of stteh sheets of water presented them-» 
«elves, until, at the very foot of the mountain, a 
}ai«e elRMUise of water, a mile or two over, stnd-* 
dea .with islands, sufficiently wooded to be orna- 
meatai, fiBished the whide picture, and formed the 
last beattty afld cmiesity I shall raoord of this svr-» 
passinsly interesting hill." 
. Although .the tourist who may have been wan«- 
detingahmgitheooast we have just described, and 
who nay ivieiid journeying i^ fuither to the 
west, along the shores of the Atlantic, in the di- 
rection of oligo, will i|Ot require to return to Lon- 

X 
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'donderry; yet> as many individttals may prefer 
proceedini^ in a direct line frotn that city, for their 
benefit we shall return thither^, and accompany 
them along the mail-^coach road, by the line which 
we have already marked out. 

Leaving Derry^ and proceeding along the banks 
of the Poyle, for the first two or three miles the 
entire scenery is of a very soft and pleasing chai^ 

. racter, the grounds -on both sides the river being 
well cultivated^ with here and there a good. d«il 
of planting. The road for some distance iollows 
the windings'of the river^ at times rising consider* 
ably above its level — ^the translucent waters^ as seen 
silently gliding along to mingle with the ocean^ 
through the vistas formed by the trees with which 
either bank is overshadowed, having a' beautifol 
effect ; while in the distance, to the fnmt and 
rights extend the dark blue mountains of Donegal 
and Derry. Between two imd three miles fro&i 
Derry is Prehen, the residence tod demesne of 
Colonel Knox : the house is an ancient edifice, 
surrounded by a plantation of fine old trees — the 
adjoining grounds being tasteftiUy laid « out. A 
little to the rere, in the midst of a glen, lies the 
old church-yard of Glendermot, which may be con- 
sidered worthy of notice, as containiag the mortal 
remains of several of the heroes who fell at the 
siege of Derry. The grave of Greneral Mitchel- 
boume is alone marked out by a fiat stone, with 
an inscription nearly effaced. From this point the 
country, for two or three miles, assumes rather an 
uninteresting aspect, being but indifferently ctilti- 
vated, without much wood, and the road receding 
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Horn the riTer*8 omurse. At a small place called 
Grange sereral judicious and extensive improve- 
ments. hare recently been effected by its present 
proprietor^ ■■ ■ Iintton^ Esq. ; and for two or 
three miles forward^ the general appearance of the 
cfiODitrj changes considerably for the better ; after 
which it again becomes dull and monotonous^ until 
within a short distance of Strabane and Lifford^ 
whidi lie about fourteen miles south-west of Len- 
donderry. 

- V The town of Strabane^ although large and po- 
pulous^ from the strangling way in which the 
Bouses are built^ as weU as from the great a^ of 
loany of tiiem^ is by no means prepossessii^ in its 
general appearance. It has^ nowerer, very re* 
cently been much improved by the erection of se- 
veral public and private buildings*— among others^ 
a very neat seaaioiis-house^ and one or two places 
«f worship. It is delightfully situated^ standing 
olose to tne junction oi three rivers, in the midst 
qf a finely cultivated country, and commanding a 
irery pleasing view of the bri(%e and town of Lif- 
fi>ra, which will be observed at the distance of 
about a mUe to the right from the mail-coach road. 
This is a place of very considerable trade in linen, 
provisions, and butter. There is a canal here, 
which communicates with the Foyle, and which in 
some, places is navigable for vessels of 200 tons 
burden. Ware this line of communication conti- 
nued so.aa to connect it with Lough £me, as was 
at one tune contempkled, it is thought a greater 
bem^t would result to that part of the country, 
than from any public measure which has been ear- 

T 2 
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ried into operation for oentBrisB. Vtam Ait rmA, 
near Strabane^ the new jail aad s omiima ^lioqae 4it 
Liibrd^ wliidi is the aasiae^^town of ijke caOMHf, 
appear to great advantage. 

Although its importance seems to he coiMlele^ 
ecHpsed l^ its Ticmity to a larger tmm^ hmotd i4 
prettily aitnated, and oontatas a diiKeb^ jtfil> end 
about a doaen reapeetable faooaes : liie hrisdgft o9«f 
die F<^ley huilt w stone, and kairing«tght or nine 
arehes^ is handsome and substantial. 

From Stsabane to Bailyhofey^ a ^distaBoe of 
nearly thirteen miles^ there » Jittite warthj fif no^ 
tice. The soad rvns dase along the Finn, iviiieii 
ooeasiomlly m its aamm preaests mme pre^ 
windinffis ; in many places the hsadsei^ Is «f k 
very pfeasing character--^1iie graand being wtHl 
cnlteirated, Bfidthe-&rm-hfliise8 and ganlans 4Midi 
as to attcact the notioe and eneite tin ap^bai^n 
ef the traveller. liittle more than two miles fi>oflft 
the i»wn, tiie very elegant planting which ma^ 
rounds the glebe or rectory of Ctonoy, at pneaei^ 
tiie residence of the Rev. Mr. Jmie$, m meU. «i 
the ta^befinlly laid ont dsaiesBne .azid eomfirtahla 
dwelling of Captain Stanhupe, on the eppDsite aidt 
of ijie road« arrest partaeuher ateiAioii^ A^bMt 
four miles fsrward is CastLefinat; ^mi fiaia iailat 
further on, ihe taatefoHy pkated ^^Mtaads of KSU 
lygordon* the property of Gaptasn ManAevilla. 

Jnst he&re entering Ballyfoafey, the neat iktlo 
town of fitranorlar will be observed about half a 
mjlo to the right On (he ogpoaita sid^ of ^he 
river, ch amiin g i y situoled, are JJnunbo Castle and 
dMsesne, the property of the dato jfiir ^imani 
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Hafesy Bint. The c«ade is hvitt in the modem 
styie-^aiMk llieire iik a good deal of plsmtira m the 
domeeoe^ ivftioh ie tokrablr extensiTe. ^ereare 
sevend bleach^-grettis im thie neig^beurhood. 

A sheet dktance frook Badlybofey^ the covmtry 
beee m es barren and micnltiinited, asd ciootiuttes 
for manj miles to tpieair a most fobiddii^ iqppear* 
aiiee> thefloenery beiBg of a dreary and nmnterest- 
iipi^cfaaraeter. ny the side of a lefrel headty phda 
is a long narrow sheet of VBter^ called Lough 
lifeimi&^bmt it has nothing m its appearance te 
xoeommend it te notice. A short way from this is 
tbe far-famed 6a^ of Bdnt08more> iprbieh » gene*- 
faMy esteemed a great natural curiosity. It is^ a 
defile or monntain^pass of estraardinary lengthy 
^leasmrifig rather mere than three niiie» from the 
entrance to the exit ; the rugged mouotaiiis at 
^ithar «id« rising abruptly to a stupendous height, 
4xid wficocing a bkclc ami sombre appearanoe^^tteir 
beeathhdad sides marked into cuts and chsnnek> 
i«wB whicfa^ in the wiotev season, the waters rush 
in a thousand little oataxaots. The road through 
ihis defile is eaccellent and nearly level; but when 
vi^hmsed by the dieeri^ rays of the sun, it is 
fjlsomy and isacomf»table, as there is almost at idl 
tenes an impleasant gust of wind swe^ing along 
itifnmi one end to tbs other-^-and this ftequendy, 
even in summer^ is sccompanied by smart showers 
efi ram.* Quittmg the defile, and descending in- 

* "Jua/k at the nortfaern entrance of (lie pan, you 6%- 
verve a tqaare tort of cavteilated min, on a position ecmi- 
tuinimg the defite» It ««• erected in kmg JmdAb's war i 
and here it is said tlat Repin^ one of those Ftench Hvf no- 
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to the plaiiij, there is a splendid view of the Ross 
moantains^ and the scenery about Lough Esk^ 
which lies near the little village called Tawna- 
willy^ at the foot of a range of very high moon* 
tains^ which assume an extremely handsome form: 
being covered with a quantity of fine grown wood. 
The red deer is an inhabitant of this place. 

Approaching the town of Donegal^ the ^dxmtrf 
contmues to improve^ and the tourist will observe 
that the land in this direction presents an appear^ 
ance the very op|)OBite to that which it exhibited 
during the hat thirty or forty miles of his journey. 
The whole country around Donegal consists of a 
number of little hillocks or mounds^ in ^neral 
well cultivated^ and mth some plantings its ap^ 
pearance very much resembling that of the cimuty 
of Down. 

The town of Donegal although irregular^ and the 
streets and houses a good deed scattered^ miay b6 
said^ notwithstanding, to be a good country town, 
in which there is a considerable share of bus^ess 
transacted. It contains a neat churchy surmount- 
ed by a handsome spire, and an old castle, well 
worth the traveller's minute examination. It is & 
beautiful rain of very considerable extent, having 
been at one period the residence of the O'DonneU 
family, but now the property of Lord Airan. It 
stands close by the river, and is at present sur- 
rounded by a garden belonging to the proprietors 

nots ^o did William such gopd military service, and who 
have been so beneficial to every country where they tool 
refa^e— that honeat and impartial historian, compiled his 
volumidous history .*'->5Jbe/cA«» m ireUmd, 
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of the iiin^ who have dviaced a truly laudable anx^ ' 
iety to preserve it as much as possitle from dilapi- . 
datlon and decay. On the ground-floor there is. a 
spacious hall, arched over, from which several- 
apartments of various size diverge. Ascending to 
me next story by a dark spiral flight of stairs, the 
tourist will enter what at one time had evidently 
been a grand banquettibg-hall, lighted by several 
}iandsome Gothic windows, which command a most 
iaagnificent and extensive view of the bay and sur- 
rounding mountains. At one end there appears to 
Aave been a very fine bay-window, running the 
ptire height from the floor to the ceiling ; but it 
jfias been allowed to fall into complete ruin. There 
are here two fire-places, one of them in tolerably, 
fiood preservation, having a mantle-piece of great 
Dreadth and height, on which the O'Donnell arms 
/ire sculptured, surrounded by other figures and 
devices. Above this room there is another range 
jf windows and fire-places, evidently showing that 
^4t was a place of much greater dimensions than its 
present appearance would at first sight indicate ; 
fhere is nothing, however, in any of the other 
^oonui worthy of notice. Tbe family to whom tigs 

?Btle originally belonged were at one period among 
e most renowned chieftains in this part of the 
<yuntry — and in the page of history will be found 
some extremely interestiug, though melancholy, 
details* relative to th^ fallen fortuqes and blasted 

•* To the fint voloine of ** Irish Antiquariao Resei^r^^hee/* 
hy,Su WmiamPethaiu, F.S.'A. M. R. 1. A. &c. we would 
r^er the tourist for an aflectiojf and autheutic narrative of 
the life and ad\enturc;> of Uuyh lloe or Red Hugh 0*0on- 
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hopes 0f moretbancfteiiNmiberiif thiitiHU^aad 
oooe povrerfkl house. 

A short distance fnmihe enstle arethe nuns ai 
an abbey^ founded in the year 1474, by a member 
of the ODonnell faintly. It is beautifdlv mtOr 
ated on the left side of a bmndi of Donegal Baj . 



0011, who, towwrdt the cIimb of the I6lh centnrvt i 
•aeh a figure id Irish history « bm the determiiie^ and for 
OMuiy yean raocessfnl, opponent of the British j^vemmeot. 
JM Hngh was born in the year 1571 ; and haHaj^ In very 
early life ^ven evident indications of a superior aiiod, 
and gnat independence of spirit* Sir #ohn Fer»ti» tiw 
Lord Justice of Ireland^v fearing that he might doe dmf 
hecome a troublesome enemy to the English, determined 
upon getting him by some means into his power. A ship was 
accordingly fitted out, and a qaafitity of Spanish wines and 
other liquors put' on board. The oaptaini hwHng aschorad 
at Lough Swilfy, t^ni ashore some of his people disguisad 
at Spanish marchants, with samples of the wines ;..ano they 
having at length succeeded in decoying the yonng O'pon- 
nell on board, he and his associates were invited dowh t» 
the cabin, and whila regaling themselves with the> winoL 
their arms werd stolen' front them, the hatches, wens doted 
c)owQ, and the captain stood out to sea»^ On their arrival 
in Dublin, Red Hugh, then about sixteen years oT age,. un^ 
derwent several examinations before the Privy Council, and 
ilras finally committed to the tower in the Castle of DabHa', 
^hata he was loaded with irons, and otherwise cctieii] 
treated. At the end of three years he soeoeeded in mfUninf 
his escape, by descending from the tower on the top of tlu 
draw-bridge, by means of a rope. After travelling aft 
rtlght, and enduring great privations, he took refuge in tl^ 
house of a false friend, who delivered him agaia into tra 
hands of the government, by whom, as might be expectol^ 
lie was more rigorously treated than h^ had even beei^ Ij^-. 
fore. At the end of another year, however« he'i^iialn foa/iil 
means of liberation i and after enduring extrapr^nar^haf^ 
•hips, and ruaaing numerous hair-breadth escapes^ haJrt 
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On ulevelivith ike ground is a number ef sihall 
ardbes about three or four feet higli^ standing close 
to each odieri which are supposed to have been the 
cells o£ the mcmks. Part of the cloister^ which 
alto consisted ef small arches, sup^rted hj ceap- 
lets of pilars on a basement^ is still to be seen in 
very tolerable presorvation* 

Abont five miles from Donegal is Brown^hall, 
the seat ef the JWv. £» fiamiltoa, rather a. hand- 
eowie phuH^ kid out with eensidenible taete^ and 

length floteeedad in waebitig thf iiastle of BallysbaaiiMi, st 
jibat traie tlie fesidence of bis fatber, Prince of TyrcoBneU« 
Wffb ib'6 losfe of i'Wti othlt toes, which had been to severely 
IH>aMJlttMi tlmi'lieiieverafleirihirdB recovered ibe use uf 
ibnttu OS' his srHvil to was fintiadiat^y aieeled cbief 
pDiHlWMB'-hia father hayipg svivcndered Hie gorernroent 
In bi« favoor ; nor was it long until be proved himself, at 
had been feared^ one of the greatest annovances io the 
Bnglisfc -that they ev4r ex^rienced. In the coni'se of 
a wW 'y«akt be voec^eed^d in driving hts ebekriies almost 
cmnplcttely out lyf f^lsttr and the tiort n of Cennaogbf , and 
Wat also the canso of the invasion of the coi^tfv by the 
Spaniards In the year 1 601. Having, in the year loOfi, had 
some difibrencb with d*NeiU, as to which of them sbouKd 
M^ejbretedetftfs In an attack, along with the Spaniards, on 
lllA BnjplMi enapi MMt Kittiale-^tbeir armies not attlng 
in €oncei>|t« they sofibrdd a tompl^ta defeal-^on which Red 
Hngb determined upon going into Spain, to solicit in perr 
^n that Jftfbg iPbilip would send a fresh force to bisafisist- 
iiice/ After waiting th^)r« a year without being abfe to 
ehtafo fi detMve anvwer^ wMcb seemed to weigh heavily 
^pv^n Iris nirfts^ in the September following, whilst jdur- 
neykif to VaUadoUdv in oedar to seek a final intei^iew with 
<fbe iidg^ be was seized wi(h'«n Mlhess, which in a few days 
fe fto i^ ia t e d'bi^ exiittence. lie wa^ interred In the cfaarch of 
St; Frittds; intMidity, mtHftAI Am pomp and spTendour 
■nallyishfemd tovNods deceased ptiaoes. 

y3 ^ . 
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haviag a good deal of planting; around it. It' will 
be found an object of mueti interest to the enquir- 
ing tourifft^ as well from its romantic scenery^ as 
from a number of curious caves or caverns, through 
which posses a river possessing a petrifying quality. 
This river flows direct through the demesne, and, 
from its taste and colour, appears to take its rise 
in a bog. It supplies a small artificial lake, nearly 
opposite the house, at a considerable distance fnmi 
which its course is crossed by a limestcme rockj 
fifty or sixty feet high*— this, by some convulsion 
of nature, has' been rent 'completely asunder. At 
the bottom of the chasm, the stream flows silently 
along ; a short way forward the rocks appear to 
join at top, in the form of a cavern, and through 
this the river continues its course for a considera- 
ble distance. It again emerges into ojien day — 
and running for a little space above ground, once 
more seeks its subterranean channel. > After pass- 
iuff through one or two other caverns, it finally 
takes its course over ground until it mingles with 
the waters of the ocean in Donegal Bay. In seve- 
ral of the caverns very fine stuactites have, been 
formed, which in some instances have, at a little 
distance, the appearance of pillars supporting the 
roof. Of such a petrifying nature is the Water 
whidi passes through these caverns, that in many 
places tufts of moss and bits of wood may be^fimna 
either entirely turned to stone, or undergoing the 
dhange. It is stated, that a bird's nest placed in 
the water, in the course of six months becsUne com- 
pletely encrusted and perfectly hard. 
The traveller may now proceed in the direction 
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«f Ballyshahuon^ witliin about nine mile's of which 
is MuFvagh^ and close by stands the glebe of Drom- 
holm^ wliere^ on the top of a little hill> command* 
ing> a line view of the* Atlantic, and' surrounded 
by a very neat garden^ is a beautiful shell-house, 
the work of the lady of the late rector, the Rev. 
R* Ball, and which many persons would consider 
worthy of inspection. A short way from this lis 
the village of Ballintra. 

In the: town of Ballyshannon there is nothing 
particularly deserving of notice ; but immediately 
adjoining it are a salmon-leap and fishery^ which the 
tourist should by all means inspect, if his curioi»ty. 
have not been sufficiently satisfied by visitiug the 
one to which we have already directed his atten-r 
tion, a short distance from Coleraine- The river 
£rne, which at this place empties itself into the 
ocean, is very broad, and the fall of water is ra- 
ther considerable — ^while the multitude of salmon 
whtdi come in here at the fishing season, and the 
efforts which they make to ascend the! river, render 
the scene one of rather a curious and int^esting 
description to those who -may not have witnessed 
the like before. A short way from the fishery are 
the ruins of a castle formerly belonging to the 
O'Donnell family, and about a mile from the town, 
in another direction, the remains of an old abbey — 
neither of th^n, however, at all interesting. ;, 

From Balfyshannon to Sligo, the road, which, 
genwaUy speaking, is a very b^td one, lies all aloi^ 
between the range of Dartery mountains and the 
Atlantic Ocean. Three and a half miles from Bal- 
lysfadoilon is Bundoran, a much frequented bath- 
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hig- place/ a short digtance from wkMi llKi«rt&' » 
natural curiosity called the Vtkj-Miat, hmMk 
y^ch the waters of the eceaa rush witt g fea»ia >i 
^uosity. The shore here is ettrenely nAymtA 
utecD, the coast heis^ f ormed of a diu» of }ier]ie»- 
dioajar limestone dbffs^ rising abruptly maft' An 
«ea to a considerable hught. Immediatiiy, fld« 
joining Bundoran, the ^nt of the peipendkdbv 
cliff has yielded to the action of the iinvtor» and 
been worn into a oave^ tfaroiogh which the set is 
driven with so modi violence, ao to hisvi^ frtroed its 
way up tln'ouffh the rock fbmkig the tajp «#4iie 
cayem, in such a way that a large opentug Is as i de 
firom the land side. Stili, howevet, it l^vve sb* 
tire a portion of the roof> eight or ten leei htoeci> 
^hich> being directly abere tiie ealraaee> is^lesa 
exposed to the ftiry of the water. Itis tfais^Mt 
that has obtained the name of the Fskf^mdftfi, 
from the resemblance it bears to-aoiafte of the wetks 
of qH, coiftnetfting as it does the two sMosef 4^ 
chasm. Near to this it the Fwy's €hm> « hole 
situated firom twenty to thirty feet item tiie sea, 
from which in stormy weather s Idedof fstposr is 
iteen to ascend, and winch is always acoimyssiipd 
by a Idnd of hollow siehif^ SoctfidXand it is sttd 
tbat> upon such oocanons, i stime, piaoedr i^ its 
mouth, would instantly be driven a omMtsMo 
distance into the air. 
The next village is Bundrois> fitfUoair ftr.sep- 



* Ahmf ihm eoa»t h«r« a« iUHneme qutnUiy oitMf^mttd 
otiMr ofganie romaiiu wiU be Found inbedded in the liwe* 
•tone rocks, »pecini«ns of which may readily be prococed fo 
the neighbourhood. 
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p)a^i»g mIomh at all tessons of the yeas. A Utile 
mllMir on is TaUaghan^ where, to the left, may 
be oiMorred the remaixia of an old castle, Dimgair- 
facfr|-^«iid to the riffht, Tynt Lodge, a cumoi> 
Imkmg #iiiniBcr residence of the late eteentnc 
Q0!p$mm GtidwM, we^ known on the turf for ma* 
4te Teens* Thk appears to be a fsTonrite biifihing- 
pbi^ Ml people frees the most remote pasts of Ii^ 
liii^i' ana even from Engbmd, eome to resiide i^ife 
dvdfig tiie summer months. From this to Dram«> 
diifie^ .HittbiB fonr miles of Sligo*— and, indeed, we 
zaay abr ioelude the greater portion of the road 
iifMii jiallyshwinan ■ ■ the eountrj presents a miser*^ 
aUe Vffpeannce, the cabins- of the peasantry being 
0f ,tt most wretched de8cription--^m general con- 
sltuetetl of etsnes laid together, without mortar or 
0tb^ ee«ient, and so penrioos to the blast, that 
fir«^«M»ilLyi dpfpng ^ winter, the sleet and snow 
acodrifeft tbnMigh the interatices. From the et- 
tmme fattvem^ss of the soil the inhabitants are ge« 
tetallyriuiaible to keep oows, and milk> tli^eimre, 
.nrdjr&vni^ a portion of their snstenance j'^their 
duef {sod is potatoes and the iish taken along the 
soMl : :i^ y^ a healthier or stouter people of the 
sami grades iir m<ae wholesome^liooking children, 
wili n«lt be observed daring the whole eaomrsion. 
AjrimkiiBg diffeMioe will> however, be perceived 
between the population of diis district and that 
«i thflr North-^uie former being a much more di* 
miautive race; and the contour of countenance 
evidefitly indHiMteg « ^ofmpleSely difffnrent oridn. 
KearlV mhiw^f between Biyye^raamsii und fiiigo 
is M mlochmore, a point of land rumling a 
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derable way into the sea^ and which at one peribd 
was occupied by houses^ and covered with' pasture^ 
although^ from the drifting of the sand^ there is 
now no appearance of either. 

Off this point of the coast lies the island ti ia- 
nismurry^ the inhabitants of which chie% sap- 
port themselves by the manufiEbcture of kelp^ which 
they make on the island in considerable quantity. 
They are obliged to bring their provisions fnnn the 
mainland^ and during the summer months to lay 
in a sufficient supply for the winter^ as in that 8ea<^ 
son they can scarcely ever leave home, in conse- 
quence of the tremendous surf which continually 
breaks around the island. 

The only objects calculated to fix attentiim dur- 
ing this drive are the finely swelling waves of tthe 
Adantic, rolling to the shore on the right*-and^ 
to the left, the truly beautiful mountain called 
Benbulben, which, rising like an immense perpen* 
dicular wall to a great elevation, appears perfectly 
level at top, nearly perpendicular at one end, and 
sloping gently down at the other ; in msmy places 
it is elided with the richest verdure/ while in 
others it is frirrowed into channels by the deiiceiit 
of numerous little rills of water, which pour from 
its summit during the rainy seasons. Nothing tsan 
exceed in beauty the whole line of this mountaiiii 
as it appears to the view of the traveller for seveN» 
ral miles, while winding around it on the road to 
Sligo. At the foot of the mountain there, lu-e- a 
number of neat little whitewashed cottages, erect- 
ed for his tenantry by Sir Robert Gore Booths the 
landlord of the place,- and at GlenOiff^ there is a 
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natural cmriosHy^ the Irish name of which signifies 
the ^' Stream against the hill" — ^where, when the 
wind blows in a particular direction^ the water is 
forced a considerable distance up the side of the 
noutttsls. 

Within about five miles of Sligo is the pretty 
littie church and parsonage of Drumcliffe^ both of 
them haadsomelj planted around with trees^ near 
which are several remnants of antiquity — amongst 
others^ two stone crosses^ and the remains of a 
round tower of rather clumsy construction. From 
this to Sligo the country assumes a very different 
aspect from that through which the tourist has 
just passed. It is well cultivated^ and interspersed 
witlh several handsome seats and cottages. 

' The entrance to the town of Sligo in this di-* 
reotiMi is by no means prepossessing — differing 
completely from that on the Dublin line^ from 
which thwe is a charming view of the town^ the 
bay^ and the surrounding country. 
. ^The town of Sligo lies low^ and appears to be 
nearly surrdunded by hills and mountains of a wild 
though picturesque description. It is situated at 
the lieaa of an arm of the sea^ and is distant about 
five miles from the Atlantic. The houses^ with 
£bw exceptions^ are indifferent^ and the streets 
irregular. It is divided by the river Garrogue^ 
cnrer -which. are two bridges. The harbour does 
not allow vessels of greater burden than about two 
hundred tons to come up! to the quays^ where there 
is a coranodious cugtom<-house. * Cionsiderable bu- 
siness is eiirried on faere^ in the exportation of pro^ 
visioiisi and the imiport of flax-seed^ timber/ &c. 
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The mpQlation !• about I4fi00, Here are two 
cburdiea belonging to the Establishment, St. John's 
an^ Calry New Churchy both <^ than respectaMe 
buildings^ the latter built of stone in the Gothic 
style^ and having a well-proportioned spire and 
added vftne — a medting-hoase bdw^ing to the 
Presbytetiaiis, another to the Independ^ls^ and 
a third to the Methodials'-aiid (wo Bomiftn Ca^ 
tholic ehapel8> the Conv<mt and Saint Patdck's. 
On the iiortb-eaiit side of the towii stand a choot^* 
sehool^ an ioAoMoj, a disipaiairy ; and a tfUBomo*' 
diottt fev^-hospital built m mt Bkj sitttKtioni on 
the side of & hilL The Abbey is an ol^ well 
desenring^ of the notiee of the aBtiquaryV or^inally 
erected^ aoeordlag to Waire> by Maurice" Fits^ald^ 
Ldrd-Justioe, about the year 125S. In 1414 it was 
destroyed by Sre^ but very shortly afterwards re«- 
erected in the pretest style of anduAectare It is 
a picturesque ruin of very large dan^uions, di^ 
vided into several rooms ; the iffst has a beautiful 
window of carVed stone^ under wiiidi it the altar^ 
likewiite of cut stone; there aretwo anciimt mo^ 
numents in this room> one bearing date 1616, and 
the other bdoi^iag to one of the O'CoHnor ktn«; 
it is ^xed into the waHy and stands alkmt twdve 
feet from the around ; it is in good preset va timt^ 
the figures and inscriptions being yeac^ legible : at 
the top is repesentoL our Saviour on & cro8s> 
and bdow this, in aepasaie ooinmaftnetttS) are the 
figures of O'Connor tod his vm^ kntdii^ their 
hands lifted up in tbe act cf Bnp|ill«flti(Mi« The 
steej^ or dome io slatt entiie^ «Up]»ortfdiipen a 
cafved arch or cupeb> the inside or wlnefa is fclse 
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carved ; adjoining lhl» are three udea ef a square 
tf h^miijfuuj carved little arcbea, ef aboat foot 
feei In height, which seem to Jnave been vmemdy 
separated from each other, and pcpbaUy ftnned 
c^lis &a eonfesobn and penance. Ahnest all the 
little pillars are differmitly ornamented, and one 
in particalar ia very unlike the rest, having a hu<* 
man hefld cut on the inside of the arch. There 
are several vaults throughout the rains, containing 
the remains, of skulk, boffies, and eeffins. The 
abbey and yard are still used as a burying»place* , 
The country around Sligp is very b^utifnt— 
highly, cultivated fields and iMright oreen pasturage, 
wud pi^osesque moontaina and Gixuriant plant- 
iiiig, mighty o^^flm and lively kke— ^ that ia 
wanting: to^ Sana scenen; oires which the ejfif wan<* 
ders' with intense delight; A puioramid mtedTi for 
▼arieliy and interest seldom, equalled, h eibtidbed 
Irom g rising ground or little jiiU in. the ne^hheoxv* 
kao4 called '' The Cairns." Oa tibe ]j{^t ef the 
ebserrer is X/>ugh Gill,, about seten Bules iia. length 
and thitBe in iMreadtti, studded with islands, some 
of whidi are wooded> and otha^ serving a»pa8lSiir'> 
age for cattle. Ileposing ear die iid* o£ l3ie lake, 
lies Haalewood, the seat ef Qwol Wyttte, Esa. 
M. P. for the town, whose grs^unds, of considerable 
extent, are laid out with great taste^. and pre-> 
served with equal care. Tli^ prospect in haat is 
bounded by Cope's Mountain, aim consists ef a 
well cultivated country, interspersed with vilkgas 
and gentlemen's seats. Immediately beneath Uie 
Cairns runs the river Gairogue, conaectii^ the 
lake with the sea. Somewhat to the left la the 
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town, with its shipping and public buiidingg. — - 
Passing further on in the same direction^ the eye 
traverses the bay, and at length catches a glimjise 
of the great ocean. The entrance to the bay is 
narrow — the range of mountains called B^nbtilben, 
which we have already noticed^ on the one side, 
terminating in a majestic and graceful sweep — 
while on the other side Knocknarea, or the King 
of Hills, rises abruptly from the plain, and seems 
from its position as if bidding defiance to all '^ the ^ 
fury of the king of storms." - 

Hazlewood stands about two miles from'Sligo. 
The house is a large old-fashioned edifice, •.%mlt 
with wings; the yard is fitted up with i^iic-%h^ 
f(N- the different mechanics useful* aboli!f a large de- 
mesne and farm^ such aS smith> cOach-maker,' &c. 
All through the grounds there is a magnificent view 
of the wild mountains,, with Lough Gill in shining 
beauty sweeping around their base. The lak6 is 
studded with small wooded islands-^the planting 
tastefully arranged*— in some places large clumps 
of trees, in others vistas, through which the laKe 
and mountains are occasionally visible. Proceed- 
ing on through the demesne, the tourist will re^h 
HoUywell, a lovely rural* spot, where the road 
winds through a valley, with the lake at one side, 
and several prettily planted hills at the other ; on 
surmounting one of which, at a sudden turn of the 
road, a scene of exquisite beauty presents itself — 
the lake extending for miles, until it is lost among 
the surrounding mountains, which, being covered 
fa^-way up by natural wood, with their summits 
barren and bleak, give an air of wild grandeur 
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to the scene. On the top of a hill, that slopes 
gently down to the water^ stands a beantiful cot* 
tage^ surrounded with trees, and ofnamented in 
f]:ont with creeping jdants and geraniums : it was 
built for a sohool-house, in which the children of 
the tenantry are educated free of expense. Fro- 
ce^ding forward, the road becomes more and more 
pleaang— on the left lofty precipitous cliffs frown- 
ing oyer you — on the right tne laKe,like a beauteous 
mirror^ casting back the broad sunbeam in countless 
glittering snarkles, as it dances to the gentle mur* 
mur of the breeze. 

The tourist disposed to recreate for a day or two^ 
can take a boat from the town, and ascend the rirer 
l a nding first at Belvoir, afterwards crossing over 
to Hazlewood— then, having taken some refresh- 
ment (carried with him) on one of the islands, re- 
turn towards sun-set. £arly the next morning he 
should drive over to Hollywell-7-and if his enthu- 
siasm be not stirred by the view which breaks upon 
him, as he passes Qear the school-house, he must 
be deficient in taste or sensibility. In the course 
of the same day he can go towards Kiiocknarea, 
from the summit of which there is an interesting 
view of the ocean and mountains of Tyreragh. At 
the distance of about two miles from the town, the 
ground to a great extent is covered with druidical 
circles, called by the common people ^'Oiant's 
Graves." At the base of the hill, towards the 
^ea, is a chasm apparently formed by some great 
convulsion of nature* It is commemv known >as 
y The Glen," is of considerable breadth and depth 
in several part^ is about a mile in length, and 
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is wfdl fimished willi toees; wh3e hcaee aadtbm 
ft small cascade mingles its* sounds witli the varied 
tones of the feathered tribe, who seon to ckaai 
the plaoe as their privileged abode and sanctnnry^ 
Buty to borrow the language of one evidently welt 
acqaaintod w>th the spot,* we may say^ 

•• 'Tb not in power of pen io trace 
Tke beentici of ^fnit eurtous plaee, 
'tmmlA taAEA it pttnter's bm^ Itond 
Toiamge forth the wild, the f rftiid« 
Painter and Poet should unite 
To draw the varied scenery right ; 
"When entering on the Glen, your gaze 
Through a losg dtm-lii Wets atrayt, 
tVhieh aeenit ao gloomy, lonoly. Hold, 
IJke entrance to nome giant's hold i 
The frowning rocks, on either hand, 
A rugged barrier proudly stand, 
From whence the ivy sfretaiers float, 
liiks baanen o'«y sone caiths'a moat |. 
yv hllst feathery fern and velvet nMMa 
Seem the rocks* surfhce to emboss ; 
And many a spring-fiower, fair and sweet, 
Ulit» its mild head beneath the feet; 
WJiHa treea thair braachM wavd aloft^ 
Aui drtoypiBg water munnam aofi ; 
ttueh are the charms of Knocknarea : 
But faint U language to pourtray 
Theeagle^b haunt, the for*8 den— 
Th« beaaiin af Mist lonely Glen.'* 

Having viewed all that is. worthy of observatioa 
in; 8%o and its neighbourhood^ the trav^er wh^ 
my be anxious to see the beauties of l4»ugh Eme^ 

♦ *«^M. A. A.** a writer in the jJM&n FmnUlb Magtaine. 
io'Wb^m. w* an iadebted fop wtwtfA JmUcioua realarb re. 
Mite «a tfa» Abbey aad HazlmNnl. 
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^fill iioirfetarato Bfl%^a&i)dn---«iid^in tlieliee 
pBooeed in the direction of Simtigkilleii ; amd a 
ttMre deiighlfdl drive tfaasi Hbat ivfbieh \i^ can pro- 
mike bim along tbe shores of the -Losgh^ we thiiiSt 
it Woldd be tmpessSde to find in any other part of 
the Xinited Kingdom. It is true^ that that bold 
and majestic scenery which so pecali«E4 j dierao- 
terisea the Scottish Ues^ or even that 0f Killar« 
aey, pvevaila not to any gieat extent here ; bat, 
^ richness, variety, aind softness of shadii^, we 
hvise no hesitation in saying, that the scenery of 
IjOQgh £hme will bear comparison with ^y other 
tange of landscape «f iSiesame extent. The lake 
is mf miles in length, idid does not exceed thir- 
teen miles across m the place where it expands 
loto its greatest breadth, nairowing in some places 
^o the dimensions of an ordinary river. It is said 
hf the pesiple in tiie neigl^urhood, 4^at k c(m>- 
tains as many islands as there are days in the year; 
and if all the little points of rock or land that are 
irisible above the wator he taken into acoeunt, it 
is calculated that thia wooM be pretty iiear the 
"trath ; there are not, however, more ^an 150 of 
i&em^aay great uze: some ^ them, indeed, are 
4fi "wry oonsraerable extent^-and in general they 
tare "weU diaped for .effect, many dF l^m plant- 
4)d— bemg covered with groves tif tre&By oak and 
ash, rinng g;raduaily from the water's edge. On 
mte may Se seen the ruins of an abbey er dinrdi, 
-wiA a UncSy-^nl^ed TOund tower, in excelleiit 
preservation; •on another an old ca8ide-*-while«e- 
4«ral akiiers airaocci^iedas danesnes and pkaaniv- 
gvomida by the ^slblmien and -gentlemen to^hom 
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the land belongs — ^who have erected eksant c6t* 
tages^ and other buildines^ upon them ; the entire 
range^ for a considerabk distance^ being b&dced 
by a fine chain of mountain, lying in the midst of 
a rich and fertile country. The jbugh i8 partially 
divided into what is called the Upper ismd liower 
Lakes — the former lying between the towni^ of 
Belturbet and Enniskillen, Uie latter between £h- 
niskiUen and Ballyshanneii, And here we would 
advise the tourist who may be anxious to see the 
lake in its variety of beautiful light and shadow^ 
to proceed at once by the mail-coach line as far aa 
Ennnkillen, about twenty-five miles — as he will 
by this means have an opportunity of getting an 
extremely pleasing and gratifyii^ prospect of the 
whple line of country as feu* as that place ; and 
procuring a boat there, he may at once proceed to 
take a more minute view of the various objects of 
interest which present themselves. ' 

Nearly the entire distance from BallyBhanhoB 
to Enniskilleuj the road runs close by the side of 
the lake, and affords a- very pleasing view of the 
numerous islands in its course. For the first three 
miles the waters are sathered into a rapid river, the 
banks on either sioe, during the summer seascH^ 
appearing from ten to twenty feet above its level, * 
the limestone rod^ through which it foams along 
in broken torrents, being m several places formed 
into caves and arches by the action of the winter 
floods. Little more than three miles fn[>m;Bitl- 
lyshannon stands the town of Beleek, at whidi 
place the river begins to change its form into ihat 
of the lake, and where it presents rather a pretty 
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fallj daslung in great breadth over a ledge of 
broken rock^ a little above the bridge by which it 
is crossed. Indeed, this is the only fall worthy of 
not^ after leaving the former town. At this 
point the lake begins to unfold its beauties ; and 
a short way forward the tourist will have a view 
of Bo Island^ the largest, though by no means the 
handsomest^ to be met with in the lake. It is 
fully 6ve miles in length and nearly one mile in 
breadth, and is supposed to have derived its name 
of Bo or Cow Island from its being devoted to the 
pasturage of cattle. 

Proceeding onwards, the scenery all around be- 
comes very interesting — the shore will be perceiv- 
ed to present a bolder and much more varied ap- 
pearance — several very considerable headlands and 
promontories standing out into the lake-— the va- 
rious paints of land, as well as the islands, being 
clothed with the richest verdure to the waterfs 
edge, and some of them handsomely planted. 

At the opposite side of the lake a partial glimpse 
will be had of Castle Caldwell, a spot which should 
by all means be visited by the tourist, if time be 
not too pressing. The house, called after its pro- 
prietor. Sir John Caldwell, is a respectable old 
Duilding, delightfully situated in the midst of a 
stately grove of trees, on a peninsula or headland 
that runs for a considerable distance into the lake. 
There is here, in a room erected by the proprietor 
for the purpose^ a very respectable museum, con- 
taining an extensive collection of curiosities of va- 
rious descriptions : among others, several antique 
bronze figures of Grecian and Roman deities«~the 
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flQcie&t armour <if several natioAs^.gr^ait'fBifetjr 
tf fltuffed birds— 4ome good specimens of rareani*- 
mals, and among them a well-preserred boa con- 
atrictor. In keeping along the coach-road to £n- 
aisldUoi, "A^ toorist will be able to obtam a mere 
passing {^nce of this finely situated place. Tliose 
who wish to visit it must cross the lake in a boat, 
or else proceed to it by the road which branches 
off at Beleek. From iihe various ctrcumsCianoea we 
liave noticed, the tourist iriH petceire it to be a 
|ihoe wfeQ worthy of inspection.* 

* !%• louritt who may feel d i y o w A for such so ez^r^ 
>ioa« wpii)d from this point have ,a very g^ood oppoN^tf 
of Ti«itio£ that far-famed object of s^aperstition ai^d. ceve- 
rence, the island of Lough Derah, in vrhich Patrfck't Pur- 
gatory M •itnated, * It lies io the directton of Fett^« a 
Httle town aboat seven aftiles distaut, fiRom Wbioh ptoee it ia 
five jniles further off. Lough Pergfa* whioh isvsarvoafidei^ 
en all sides by. bleak barren nills, covered with JieM^ freip 
base to spmrnit, and along the entim of whioh not nioia 
than six small human habitations are viiilblev is said 4o be 
About nine miles in circumference. The island to whieh the 
pilgrims resort « and which lies about half a mile^rom the 
shore, is of very lintited dimensions^, i^i^iAg very little ^boae 
the level of the lake, and presenting aUpgether. a h^crea, 
forbidding aspect. It is. covered with modern bnildinga, 
six in number, fitted op for the most part as places of woar- 
ahip, and each ^nededioBled to* some particnlar taint s in 
the vicinity of these are a nua>l?er of cifpi||ar stone pall^, 
from one to two feet iorheight, enclqsiog fa^jraken. stone, or 
wooden crosses* which are called saintsVbeds ; .and araood 
these, on the hard and pointed rocks, the peniteujts pass 
upon ifaeir bare knees, repealing -a certnin foeai of prayer 
aieaeh. They the^.vieil.tlM chi^U* wheee.4hey ifBMfai 
ni^t and day, performing pertain oer^mottiea^.and jayiaff 
a prescribed number of prayers, which are in pmpoction to 
the amount or degfve of crime committed. The pilgrim^ 
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' About five miles fnfmratd a new line of road han 
l>een formed^ which runs close along the edge of 
the lake-^he finrmer road having turned on by 

tvhiU cnfiif«d id these rites, which generally occupy seve- 
ral deys, it allowed to pertalie of but one meal of bread apd 
"water in the twenty-four hours ; and while in the prison, in 
which the individual continues a day and night previous to 
quitfittg the island, food of any description is prohibited* 
Twenty-four priests ara appointed to this place, each offi- 
ciating for one hour at a tittie. The pilgrioii are kept 
awake at night by a man appointed for the purpose, who, 
with a small switch or rod, gently taps any one he may per- 
ceive disposed to slumber. On the spot upon which the 
Iittl6 chapel dedicated to St. Patrick now stands; there ii 
li rock, in which was formerly a cave capable of holding six 
dr eight persons, where it was believed the pains and tor- 
' tnents which await the wicked 1o another world might be 
experienced by those who entered it — and which Sir James 
Ware, in his Antiquities, attempts to prove was hollowed 
out bv Ut^'sses, while sojourning on this spot, to enable him 
io hold couvefie with some of the inhabitants of the infernal 
regions. This was the last place visited by the penitents t 
and -in this they had to remain all night. From its close - 
ness/and ffona want of sufficient air, many persons from time 
io time lost their lives in it, while others were deprived of 
their senses. In consequence of which, in the year 16S0, 
ft was suppressed by an order of the Lords Justices, who 
had it laid open to public view, and the whola affair ex- 
posed. It was,- however, during the reign of James II. 
again resorted to as a place of penance, and a new cave 
hollowed out of the rock ;. and it remained so till about the 
5rear 1780, when it was closed np by an order of the Prior, 
who >eotisidered H-'dfingerous, on account of the number of 
persons who attempted to crowd into it at once, that they 
might by the sufiVtrfngs they endured in it escape the tor- 
iftents to be inflicted' in another world. The chapel dedi- 
cated to St. Piltrick, and which is called the Prison-house, 
is now tubstitnted for this cave. It is almost incredible 
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Gkurch-hill^ where the ceaoh fomerif .^^MOged 
horses. This will be fouad t4> be a decided im- 
provement^ as the trav^er has bow tbe^idyanti^ 

what crowds visit this island annu^ly, during the months of 
June, Jaly, and Augnst^it beiug do unusual tbin^p to see 
from 900 to ]S0O persons of both sexes upon it at iine and 
the same time—an extraordinary circumstance, when it is 
considered that the island does not measure »ore than three 
hundred paces in any direction. They are ferried across in 
a boat, which can carry seventy or eighty persons at once, 
for which they are charged 6jd. each ; and yet so inadequate 
is this conveyance to the purpose, that the shores of the iake 
are frequently covered with persons waiting their turn-r^the 
greater number of whom' have arrived from vecy distant 
places, many from England, some from France, and othera 
all the way from America. It has been justly observed by 
au intelligent writer, that a paiuter who wished to make a 
drawing of the river Styx, the ferryman and his boat, witii 
the groupes of expectant shades on the banks, could. not 
find a belter bodying forth of that imaginary sc^ne than ia 
presented by Lough Dergh. The island has, in cbmpara- 
tively recent times, been rendered notorious by a sermoi^ 
preached in its favour by Pope Benedict XIV. ; and in the 
course of the present year an advertisement has ap^ieared in 
the public papers, from a Koman Catholic bishop, stating 
his inteation of holding a station in it during the .present 
season. Some years since, in consequence of 'the uumbei: 
of persons who had crowded into the boat, it'wasupset« 
when the mojority of the unfortunate individuals jopet a wa- 
tery grave. 

About a mile from Petigo, the tourist will have an op- 
portanity of seeing the ruins of Castle M'Grath, situated on 
the banks of Lough Erne, which is said to have been re- 
duced to its present state during the usurpation of Crom- 
well, at which time it was besieged and taken by storm. 
The ruin is still in a tolerable state of preservation, espe- 
cially the side next the water, which exhibits workmanship 
of a very superior order. It appears to have been a mag- 
nificent structure, with a large court yard in front, and de- 
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«f seemg the varioiis beauties of the Lowear Liake> 
from one end of it to the other; — ^the finelj-fbnned 
mouBtaiii of Foula Foucs^ lying close to tibe right, 
with a number of the cottages oi the peasantry, 
situated in an intervening glen.* Witn the ex- 
ception of the lake and its islands, and a ^ebe- 
house, rather^ a handsome building, not far from . 
Cktirehhiil, there is nothing worthy of particular 
remark, unitil arriving within five or »z milea of 
Snniakillen; Here, romantically situated ttpoii a 
well-wooded island, approached by a pretty little 
bridge, is Ely kdge, the delightful summer resi- 
idence of the Mar(]|ui8 of £ly. There are a num- 
ber of peculiarly picturesque little island)s, with a 
good deal of planting in this direction. A short 
way further on, beautifully situated amid mime- 
Tous wavins pkntations, are the ruins of Castle 
Hume ; and nHthin two miles of Enniskillen, De- 

fended on eitlierside by round tow«r», the remRiiu of which 
are still to be seen. The window-scats are of stone, and a 
balcony of the same maierial appears to have run round (he 
top of the entire building*. 

* The top of the mountain here is covered with bo^, the 
tarf of which, when cut and dried, 19 horl«d to the vafe be- 
neath « for the use of the cottiers, through the cats aud chan- 
nels formed by the wiciter torrents down the mountain's 
side, whicli n|»pears to be nearVy perpendicular. In. the 
the higher cliffs are several eagles* nests, which are robbed 
by a man bein^ fastened in a basket, and let down over the 
cUWa by, a rope. Some time since, while two persons were 
so engaged, they happened to have a dispute, upon which 
the individual above let go his hold of the rope, and his 
cempaoion comequentty rolled or tumbled to the bottom of 
the mountain ;— and, strange to say* without receiving any 
very coiuddarable injury. 
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venish Island^ said to oontain sev^enty-ttoee aeres 
of groand, and which is justly celebrated for hav- 
ing within its precincts several monuments of an« 
tiquity. It rises gradually froni the water's edge^ 
and is eov^ed over with very beautiful ▼erdui'e ; 
but from the total want of planting of any kind, 
it presents a much less interesting aspect thiettl it 
otherwise would do. On one side of it, tk^reis a 
round tower, whidi is one of thebandsoiiiest atid 
most perfect to be met with in beland-^the re* 
mains of an old stone-roofed chapel, simikr to l^at 
which we have described in page 21, and nearly 
on its summit stands a dilapidated time^toudled 
abbey. Of a church and monastery, once ccmsi- 
dered great objects of curiosity, there now remains 
only one heap of ruins, surrounited by an ancient 
oetnetery — ^the stone window-i^rames, and ottier 
(Hmamental work, having been' taken to decorate 
some buildings in the neighbourhood ; eveh a great 
part of the stone-roofed chapel has also been pull- 
ed down, for the ^ake of the flags which covered 
its roof.f Some parts of the abbey are still, how-> 

f The fotlowrag particulars relative to Ihese mbnumentfi 
of antiquity are given in the Statistical Survey of the Parinh 
of Devenith :— «* Tlie lower chnreh, dedicated to St. Mo- 
lash,. is seventy • sixr feet lotig^, and twenty one wide, with a 
laripe aisle northward. Near this is St; Molosh^s hotfse, a 
Gothic building, thirty feet long and eighteen feet wfde,' 
entirely roofed and finished with cut stone. Th^re^is also a 
beaatifal round lower, in a remarkable state of prreserva- 
tion, eighty.two feet in height, and fbrty-nine htk eirenm- 
ference : it is of cut stone, and finished at topr in a Cdnlcal 
form t it was buHt about the middle of the shrth eenfufy. 
Near the summit of the hill ia the abbey, dedicated to St, 
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ev«Cj^ ia a fijie.stato of ]pre6ervatiaa«*^plirticttlar^ 
the traampt, and the aquare tower bf which it la 
^iM^fHinteoM " The abbey is built of Uaek marble^ 
a B^erial i|ot used in anj el the other edifices on 
the. ieHaoii ; and it seems from its stsfle of erchi-' 
teeture^ to be of more nK)dem date liian say of 
thegfk^ A stranger is greatly stroek^ on paasiii^ 
uo4er tho fine Gotluc areh of the transept^ still in 
exo^eot preservation^ by the sharpness of all the 
lines.of th^ work« whiok are so highly p<^ished and 
so perfeet* m to seem fresh from tfa^ diisel of the 
workina|ft« On the northern side ef the building 
there is a sotall pointed door-way> whieh leads t» 
a imding stairease, oommunicating with the square 
towec on the top. The workmaamp of the stidr* 
ease, is ywf ekgaiM;. The tower esmmandsF «b ok* 
tensive view of tbe islaadj the lake^ and the neigh^ 
Im^iiie country. This beantiful dwrdi has not 
^c^ped the hands ef modern depeedatora; im^, 
like the ether ruins, has differed gieatly, paftiy 
from p^son» applying the aiatenals to other pur'- 

Mary | H ii ninelyfovr f99i leng^ and twMty-fw fe«t 
widp, with a Ur^e aUl« , nortbiv%rd« N«ac iha cantre of tlie 
abbey i&» belfry areb, built of black marble,, supported by 
ibar Gothic pHlars, witb a graod winding staircate of eighty* 
three steps. A few paeea aprth of %i, Holasft's howa« ia 
bis bedv fKhich is « s^one ifough tneli level with ibe asrfiifa^ 
of the grvottodt six feei in lengthy and fifteen inchea wide* 
with a rough boUom, composed of three stones* in whiob 
people lie down and repeat some prayers, in hope of relief 
from any paina with which they may be afflieted. Inside 
the abbey is the following inscription, ia old Sazoa charae- 
ters— * Matha»us O'Duhfigan hoc opus feoit Bartholomew 
O'Flaoagaii Friori de Daoynis, A. D. 1449,* " 

z2 
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p6ses> and partly firom the still less pard<mafele 
love of mischief which too m^ny possess."* 

A partiid glimpse may be had of General Arch« 
dalPs demesne ; but the tourist who wishes to visit 
it^ must do so fit^m Enniskillen. 

The town of Enniskillen, memorable for the 
gallant manner in which it was defended in i699> 
a^nst the army of James II. is situated on a la¥ge 
island, between the upper and lower divisioni' of 
Lough Erne. It is of a triangular form^ and is 
eionnected with the mainland by two bridges. At 
this point the waters of the Erne are gathered into 
a narrow straight^ and pass in channels on eil^ep 
side of the town, whidh is a clean^ neat^ sttmrt 
Httleplace^ in whitih a good deal of bumnesa is 
transacted^ but which contains no object worl^y 6f 
particular attention. On the brow of the* hill> at 
the western side> is Fortora school^ a royal folinda-^ 
tion^ At present under the supeiintendanee of the 
Rev. Dr. CBeime. In the immediate vldnity o# 
the place^ along the banks of the Eme^ there ate 
several gentlemen's demesnes^ aiid « great variety 
of very beautiftd scenery, well wirflhy the Notice 
of the tourist who could remain a few days in the 
neighbourhood. We have already observed, that 
to see the lake to advantage, a boat must be prtN^ 
onred — and we are sure there are iew petl%n« who' 
would not be amply gratified by an excursioft 'as 
well to the Uppei* as to the I^ower Ij^ke; the fcnr- 

• " E — — ," a writer in tbe Belfast Magazine, to vrhotne 
ob«6nration8 we have been greatly indebted, for direeting 
our attention toobjecty which might have otherivrse escaped 

ttfl. ' ■ ' . ■ ■' *■'»* 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



AMD ITS VieiNJtTY. 391 

meTj hmf^et, bda^ so thickly crowded with is- 
landsj aSy an the estimation of many lovers of thci 
picturesque to militate much against its beauty--* 
ffymg to it in some places more the appearance of 
a flooded country than an extensive lough. About 
two miles from the town lies Castle Coole> the no- 
ble.tesidence and^beautiful demesne of Lord Bel- 
more — the former said to be one of the most superb 
houses in the kingdom, consisting of a centre and 
wii^, biult of Portland stone, m the most mag-t 
niflcent style of Ionic architecture — ^while- nature 
and art have combined to render the latter of a 
description seldom or never equalled, the approach 
to the house being so managed as to show the lake 
andaurseunding country to the best possible ad» 
vantage^. The trees are in general aged ash and 
oak, ^Dany of them of great magnitude. A hill 
in ^opt ^ the house commands an extensive view 
of^ the Lragib, as ^ell as of the numerous gentle- 
nien'-s sctftts and donesnai to be seen alcmg its mar* 
gins.. Passiug Innismore, the largest island on the 
Upper LakOj the tourist may proceed toward Bell- 
isle^ which contains upwards of two hundred acres, 
and which atone time formed the favourite ren- 
deaee iif j^ie Earl of Rosse* having been laid out 
with gvevt taste and judgment; but which is now 
a strikiJAg emblem of ne^ect and disorder, having 
for a l^igth of time been completely forsaken by 
its noUe proprietor. Not far from this is the island 
of Innisharkey, upon which there is a handsome 
lodge. ^ Between this and Crum, on a part of the 
mamland called Corlatz, that runs out into the 
lake, and forms a part of the demesne of Crumu 
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there ir aiao a verj pretty cottage,. comtt«xidii^ a 
nagnifioent view of the lake. Witljin jdxmt aix 
miles of Belturbet>. lies Cruin^ tbe demesne of the 
Earl of jBrne. Here aha ace the cuius of |prtim. 
Castle^ rendered conspiettoiis in biateFyiac die^de-^ 
fenee it made in I689> for several daysj iiffiujiat. the 
fcffees of James II. It is lik^viae xemancable iow. 
a yew tree of extraordinary dimensions, said to he 
capable of affording shelter to 1€00 men. Castle 
Sauadersonr--^and Florence Coiurt, the. seat of ^the 
Earl of Enniskillen, should also he idsited^ ''_ It 
would he impossible^ ho«9ever» m the pijsseat y&sj 
rapid sketchy to point out every thing worthy of 
notice in and adjoining thia part of the lake ;--irithe 
traveller desirous of seeing the variums objects of 
interest, should remain several days in the neigh** 
bourhood ; and^ in orderto hirm. a corr^ idea of 
the Bcenerv of Lou|^ Erae audits vicinity^ should 
traxr^ at tunes by kmd^aad again b}r water^ ^king 
with him a person well ac^ainted with the eouittry . 
and the windings of the lake. 

Havting now conducted the toui^ist ta the limits 
edginaily prescribed, whan setting oiM; an our jex«^ 
eussion; iod snpporing tiiat> if ae liave with ua 
feracdled mper the line madbqed uut, he> liice our^ 
selves aad our post horases, may ibel aot. a. little 
n^ary^ and. is desirous of reaehiug homa with: t^ie 
least possible delay, we shall for tibe pxefseut take 
our leav^-^merely pcdnting out the neai»8t. reads hy- 
which he may proceed in whatever ^Ui^eclion shaU 
be most accordant with his wishes. If t<>.O^ry> 
by Omagh and Strabane — ^the former a. good inlaad 
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towri^ with a handsome court-house, jail, and bar^ 
rack, aiid lying in the midst of a well-cultivateJ 
country — ^the latter already described. If to Bel-^ 
fast, by Clones, an ancient town, standing on the 
summit of a hill, surrounded by beautiful scenery, 
and containing several memorials of its antiquity ; 
through Monaghan, rather a handsome town, with 
new court-house and jail, and extremely pleasant 
suburbs ; — through Armagh, one of the most an- 
cient cities in Ireland, the metropolitan seat of 
the Lord Primate of all Ireland, and containing 
several public buildings and institutions worthy of 
observation, and surrounded on all sides by a de- 
lightful country, and a number of gentlemen's de- 
mesnes ;-^through Lurgan, a good inland town, in 
the midst of a rich and populous neighbourhood;— 
and through Lisburn, as before described. Or, 
should he wish to proceed to Dublin, he may do 
80 by Cavan, a very good town, in which a consi- 
derable {>ortion of busmess is transacted, and near 
to which stands Fdrnham -house, the seat of Lord 
Famham, whose estate is well worthy of notice, as 
being one of the best managed and most productive 
properties in Ireland, and in the neighbourhood of 
Which there is a good deal of charming scenery ;— ^ 
through Vii^ini^, where there is a very handsome 
new church ; — and thence by Kells and Navan. 
Ther Belfast line Ipng through the best cultivated 
and most populous country — the Deny, through 
the wildest and the most romantic — thtf Dublin, 
through the least cultivated, though the most plea- 
sant ror persons desirous to return to their fnends 
in England, or to see the Irish metropolis. And 
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baviqg thus feixly fialfiUed our promase^ of Bointiig 
1^ tourist's atteatioQ to eyenr thing we ju^ed in- 
teresting in those portieas of the country through 
which we have passed^ we would now. req)ectfuUy 
take leasre^ in the languid of a favourite author — 
wishing 

*' To esch, to all, a fair go^ nighf, 
Asd pleaaia^ Avaais and slannbers K^ht/* 
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WORKS ON IRELAND, 
PUBLISHED BY W. CURRY, JUN. & CO. 

OUBUN ; 

HURST, CHANGE, AND CO. LONDON ; OLIVBB AND 

BOTD, EDINBURGH; 

AND ALL OTHER BOClKSBLLBitt. 

The NKW PICTURE of DUBLIN, or STRANGER*S 
GUIDE to the IRISH MBTROPOLlS, coBtaining a Description 
of every Public and Private &|ildioe worthy of notice; with a Plan 
of the City, and Sixteen Vi<^«. By P. D. Hardy, Esq. M. R.l. A. 
I81D0, 7s. 6d. boand. 

** Thoee who intend making a Mp to Dublin, would do well to 
provide themselves with this * Picture '^they will find ita conect and 
useful Guide to every thing worthy of notice there ; and those who 
cannot stir so far from home, may gather from it much interesting 
information, which no person in the habit of mingling with society 
can well be wiihauU^-^Scottith LUerary Gazette, 

A NEW PLAN of DUBLIN, Ss. 6d.— in a Case, 

TEN VIEWS of PICTURESQUE SCENERY in the 

North and West of Ireland, engraved by William Miller, after 
Dmwings by George Petrie, Esq. R. H. A. Subjects : Drogheda, 
from the Bndge—Rostievor—NanDow- Water Casrie-^Belfast, from 
Tnrf-Lndge--The Loii^-Rridge and Cave-Hill, BelfaKtr-^Carricka- 
rede — Dnnluce Casli^ Giant's Cau«eway — Londonderry — Lough 
Oill, near Sligo, 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

ESSAYS and SKETCHES of IRISH LIFE and CHA- 
RACTER, by P. D. Bardv, handsomely printed in post 8vo, with 
Plates and Wood'cats, price 4s. 

** The whole considered, we think him (the Author) noi only eU' 
titled to his country's countenance, as a foundation for hope, but ac- 
tually for what he has done to renoue her from the charge of fceine 
inute, while voice* issue from every nation round. The papers Whioh 
will probably be best liked on this side the water, are those which ex- 
hibit familiar Irish Life, such as * A Trip to the Dargle,^ * A Voyage 
to Howth,' and * An JixenrtioD Aquatic and PedestriaD,' ^*'^U>mhu 
iJhrary GateUe, 

TRAITS and STORIES of the IRISH PEASANTRY, 

containing Ned M*KeowD~Th« Three Tasks, or the Little House 
under the Hill^Shane Fadh's Wedding— Lany M'Fi«rland'«t Wake 
--The Battle of the Factions— The Funeral— The' Party Fight— 
The Hedge School— The Alidnction of Mat Kavanagh— The Sta- 
tion. 2 vols, crown l2mo, with Etchings, price Hs. 
"Admirable, truly, intensely Irish— never were that strange, wild, 
imaginative people so characteristically described ; and amidst all the 
fun, f folic, and folly, there ia no dearth of poetry, pathos, and pas- 
sion.*'— B/aoAtoeo/fs Metgazine for May. 
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WORKS PUBLISHED BY W. CURRY^ JUN. AND CO. 

SKETCHES in IRELAND* ddncriptive of interesting and 

bUberto vnnotioed Di»trict« in the Nortb And South, liy the Rev. 

CAMir OUtray. Post Svo, lOs. 6d. boardn. 

**• An able and dplif^htfnl volvnte, ^^fch meet oertainly, if IreUnd 
were in a tranontl state, ronld not jllil to draw thither Mutual shoals 
dt pictme'Uiie Tonrists.*'— Quar^erfjr Baftew, No. t€. 

** There 18 mnchtbat'is amiitilng— aod, with refei^JMe th the poll- 
tioftl state of Iretand, much that is vahiable io this Work. The 
writer has visited two of the moat remote e.nd lomkntic d)stiict<< in 
that kingdom,' the counties of Donegal and Kerrv ; and he imparts to 
Ills descnptioas of the natural Mrenery of theae places, the wartnlh of 
* genuine feeling for its pleh^xitei."— Monthly RwUw^ No. 19. 

" Oiir reader* who ma? not have seen this volume, mav thank us 
for recommending it to tneir notice.'*— Soii£Aey'« CoSapsk*." 

IRISH COTTAGERS.—By Martw Doyle, Anchor of 

** Hints to Small Farmen/' l9mo, price 2s, 6d. 

** The Author's object has been to conrey tonnd practical adeicc ia 
the rural population of bis country, through a familiar and entertafn- 
ing medium, free from the vulgar caricature, as well as the coarseness 
Had Masphemies with which too many Irish Tales of the present day 
so copiously and offensively abound.''— ilic/Aor'f Preface, 

HINTS TO SMALL FARMERS.-Ry Martin Dotlbt. 

Pecood Edition, with Instructions foi th^CuKlvatian of Tobacco. 

r2mo, is. 

** Take this work * all in all,* we have seldom met with it* like, 
ttpeoially if we consider a most material circumstance, namely, its 
imce, only one shilling. The peasantry of our neglected country ai^, 
by this bumble and unpretending publication, put in poasesirion of 
nearly all that i» necessary to be known by the moet anteat admirer 
of the Farming Trade."— B«(/fl«< Northern f^Aig. 

TRUE STORIES from the HISTORY of IRELAND, 

by John James M^Oreeor. Fint Series from the earl|est period io 

the accession of the Tudon. iSeoond Edition, l8mo, half-bound, 

Ss. 6d. 

" We conclude onr notice of this toy tu^ml little volume, by ear- 
mtihf recommending it to the heads of Families and Schools, coofl- 
dent that it will befonnd to juatify the view we have taken of it."— 
VtMin fFardtr. 

SECON D SERIES, containing the Memor&bilia of Ireland 

under the Tudon. l8mo, half-bound, Ss. .6d. 

" We formerly had occasion to recommend the First Series of these 
'True Stories,' and we can now as consciraitioudy Vecommend the 
Second." — Edinhurgh LUerarg Jotamal, 

** We have no hesitation in recommending th^ Book as a diligent 
and faithful compilation, hiehly useful and effectual for the iiuruo^e 
for which it is in(ended."-^l>uM'n Ut^arfi Gazette, 

IRISH ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES, by Sir W. 

Betham. F.S.A. M.R,1.A. &c. *c. Parts J. and II. many plates. 
15s. each. '^ 
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